ROGERS PARK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

2007 Annual Survey – Results

110 Responses, including an increase from College Village residents.

Parks Project Ranking 

(Forwarded to Muni Parks Dept, Muni OMB, Assembly members and Legislators)
1. Bridge over Chester Creek from Maplewood connect north to Sitka Park

2. East Chester Park playground equipment upgrades and picnic shelters.
3. Carlson Park Improvements

4. David Green Park upgrades, including parking

About one quarter of respondents felt that these projects were not a priority.  There was one respondent who expressed concerns about problems with pedestrian traffic if the link was made between Rogers Park neighborhood and Sitka Park.  However, this project ranked as the highest priority.

The RPCC survey was already underway when the list was received including Northeast District Community Parks, therefore these projects were not ranked.  Next year the community parks will be included in our survey.  

Parks related comments include multiple comments to fix existing infrastructure and maintain existing park features.  There were also many concerns regarding vagrants within parks.  Finally, there were comments to provide a link to the park from Anchor Park neighborhood, possibly in conjunction with Lake Otis upgrades.

Roadway Project Ranking  

(Forwarded to Muni OMB, Assembly members and Legislators)
1.
36th Ave Highway Safety Improvement Project (HSIP), including intersections of 

MacInnes, Cottonwood/Locarno, and LaTouche
2.
Northern Light Sound Barrier

3.
Northern Lights Blvd at Rogers Park Elementary School – Pedestrian Overpass 


Bike Ramps
4. 
Lake Otis Parkway at Lake Otis Elementary School – Pedestrian Overpass Bike 


Ramps
5.  
Lake Otis Parkway Expansion/Upgrade, including Pedestrian Improvements – 


DeBarr Rd to Northern Lights Blvd
6.
36th Ave at Seward Highway Intersection Safety
7.
Northern Lights at Rogers Park Elementary School - Overpass lighting upgrades
8.
College Village Subdivision Storm Drain Rehab
9.
Highway to Highway Connection, Expansion and Improvements
10.
Maplewood sidewalk from Bannister downhill to Chester Creek trailhead
11.
Northern Lights Blvd -- Median Landscaping
12.
Rogers Park Area Traffic Safety Improvements
13.
Lake Otis Pkwy Safety Improvements – Northern Lights Blvd to Tudor Rd.
14.
Chester Creek at Hillstrand Pond Rehab (Duck Pondwest of Lake Otis)
15.
Woodside East Road and Drainage Improvements
16.
ADA Curb Upgrades
17.
Northern Lights Expansion – Lake Otis Pkwy to Boniface
Various percentages of respondents said these projects are not a priority.  There was no clear opposition to any of the project, just reservations about how improvements will be made – Showing the importance of community involvement in the process!

Additional projects mentioned by at least one respondent:

· Northern Lights Bike Path resurfacing

· Lake Otis:  pedestrian improvements, three lanes, and a roundabout at 20th
· Pedestrian Access at Lovejoy across Northern Lights

· Dead end Cottonwood at 36th or Right in/Right out at Cottonwood and LaCarno

· Annapolis between Redwood and Zarvis:  widen and “fix” including sidewalk adjacent to the road

· Glenwood traffic calming

· Address issues in the alley south of Kinko’s

· Sidewalks on 27th
· Underground Powerlines

· Sound Barrier on 36th Ave

51% of respondents feel the time allowed at crosswalks is inadequate.

UAA/APU Trails  

(Forwarded to Muni Parks Dept, Assembly members, Legislators, APU and UAA)

63.5% feel it is very important to preserve as much as possible of this open space and trail system in its present state.

24% feel it is somewhat important to preserve as much as possible of this open space and trail system in its present state

12.5% feel it is not important to preserve as much as possible of this open space and trail system in its present state

26%

Use these trails more than once per week

33.3%

Use these trails once per week

15.6%

Use these trails once per month

25%

Hardly ever use these trails

Many people expressed concerns about extending Bragaw from Providence Drive to Northern Lights Blvd.  Some people recognize the need to develop the Universities.  There was unanimous consensus to involve and communicate to the RPCC about plans to develop the area.

Comp Plan/Title 21 

(Forwarded to Assembly members Traini, Coffey, Selkregg, and Ossiander)

76% of respondents feel that the Title 21 rewrite should reflect the Anchorage 2020 Comprehensive Plan goals.

Percent of people who support the following Comprehensive Plan Goals:  

Clear healthful air that is free of noxious odors and pollutants.  85.1%

Water resources and watersheds that are protected and enhanced for their enduring viability and values.  77%

A sustainable and accessible system of recreational facilities, parks, trails, and open spaces that meets year-round neighborhood and community-wide needs.  77%

A network of natural open spaces throughout the community that preserves and enhances Anchorage’s scenic vistas, fish, wildlife, and plant habitats and their ecological functions and values.  74.3%

A wide diversity of fish, wildlife and habitats throughout the Municipality that thrives and flourishes in harmony with the community.  74.3%

A variety of safe, pleasant, and distinctive neighborhoods responsive to the diverse needs of residents, with good access to schools, recreation, natural areas, and community facilities.  73%

A system of wetlands with functions and values that are preserved and enhanced.  71.6%

A community that provides opportunities for lifelong learning through a variety of formal and informal educational programs, and through museums, libraries, and cultural activities.  71.6%

A safe, energy-efficient transportation system that is designed and maintained for year-round use and that respects the integrity of Anchorage’s natural and built northern environment.  68.9%

A community that encourages arts and cultural activities as a catalyst for education, communication, economic development, and social programs.  68.9%

Provide a variety of housing types and densities in safe and attractive neighborhoods that offer choice of urban, suburban and rural lifestyles that are appropriate for northern conditions and in harmony with our natural setting.  67.6%

A transportation system, based on land use, that moves people and goods safely conveniently, and economically, with minimal adverse impact on the community.  66.2%

An efficient transportation system that offers affordable, viable choices among varous modes of travel that serve all parts of the community. 66.2%

An urban place that develops in harmony with its natural setting and is mindful of its natural hazards.  66.2%

A forward looking approach to community growth and redevelopment. 64.9%

Well-planned development based on a design aesthetic that creates a sense of place and incorporates Anchorage’s unique northern setting.  63.5%

An integrated, efficient, and cost-effective network of utilities and public improvements to meet community needs.  60.8%

A well planned mix of public and institutional facilities that meet the health, education, governmental, and social service needs of all citizens.  58.1%

A balanced supply of commercial, industrial, institutional, and transportation land uses which are compatible with adjacent land uses and have good access to transportation networks.  55.4%

A balanced, diverse supply of affordable, quality housing located in safe neighborhoods with amenities and infrastructure, that reflects Anchorage’s varied social, cultural, and physical environment.  54.1%

A built environment based on design standards that sustain long-term economic viability and growth and that promote affordable residential, commercial, and industrial development.  51.4%

Important issues to consider for Title 21 Rewrite:

Maintain and protect wildlife corridors and habitat. 76.7% 

Preserve more native trees and vegetation in new construction. 76.7% 

Protect sunlight in subdivisons through design standards and height restrictions.   69.9% 

Make sure new subdivisions set aside shared play space for children. 67.1% 

Require a house over 1800 sq ft to provide 3 parking spaces - not including on-street parking. 32.9% 

Encourage condominium and apartment buildings where zoning currently allows them, without changing existing subdivisions. 30.1% 

Reduce the required width of new roads in subdivisions. 21.9% 

Change zoning in existing subdivisions to allow more housing units per lot. 8.2% 

Also, group homes regulations in residential neighborhoods

Misc.

63.3% of members would rather receive one email with lots of information versus 30.5% requesting many emails as information presents.  An effort will be made to condense, as appropriate.  

37 people indicated they would be interested in attending a picnic or event.  Five people agreed to host this and ten said they would give donations.  

Future issues of interest:

· Title 21, including group homes in residential neighborhoods

· Lake Otis Improvements

· Small airplane noise

· Neighborhood Crime

· Noise Pollution

· Under grounding power lines

· KABATA (Bridge)

· Highway to Highway Connection

· Vagrants/Campers 

· Alternative Energy and Reduction of energy consumption

· Covenants

· Citizen responsibility

Submitted by Heather Ireland, RPCC President, June 9, 2007

Full Results online at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=IKh58KCXDWzLkQjqD5XuMKZWi7f41XXN8CWFmRtUOXs_3d
