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Girdwood Area Plan Review Committee

Minutes---Regular Meeting

Meadows Community Hall

August 14, 2006
Call to Order

Chair Tom Yeager called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Kate Sandberg, Secretary, took minutes.  Others in attendance: John Gallup, Deb Essex, Carolyn Brodin, Shirley Durtschi, Alison Vail, Diana Stone Livingston, Larry Daniels, Kevin Desmond, and MOA Planner Linda Brooks. 

Approval of Minutes

The June 8, 2006, minutes were approved and will be posted on the Anchorage Borough Federation of Community Councils web site.

Report from the Chair

Tom welcomed Linda Brooks, MOA Planner.

1.  Tom reported that he talked at the GBOS meeting to update the Board on our committee’s progress. Assemblywoman Shamberg was not at the meeting, so Tom emailed both her and Assemblyman Birch to invite them to GAP Review meetings and to say that they will be included on the Committee email list.

2.  Tom had a meeting with Tom Nelson, MOA Director of Planning, and Linda Brooks, MOA Planner, to discuss the upcoming survey.  Nelson will find out when the town meeting with Mayor Begich will take place in Girdwood, but it seems to be pushed back to later in the fall.

3.  Tom is adding time in meetings for members to express opinions on community issues. The makeup of the Committee members is a good example of the range of opinions in the community as a whole, and we can see the range from our short discussions.

Selection of Vice-Chair

John Gallup was unanimously elected Vice-Chair with one abstention. 

Discussion of Turnagain Times Article

The Committee made few suggestions to John Gallup for the final draft of his article for the Turnagain Times.  A jazzier title and opening were the only major suggestions. John was thanked for his work.

Discussion of the Draft Survey

With three survey drafts—Kate’s draft from last meeting’s decisions and two different drafts by Linda Brooks—the Committee members decided that Kate’s reflected its goals best. Linda was thanked for her work on drafts.  The format of the1993 survey was deemed best for 2006. 

Changes made to the draft: 

· make consistent use of “valley” rather than “area” 

· change question 10 to “How do you find out about Girdwood community issues?”
· take out “proposals for” and change “expand” to “expanded” in Questions 5-8. 

Kate will redraft the survey and send it to Tom Yeager. 

Still to be decided:

· Is the order of questions logical?

· Wording of introductory material?

· Should we further edit of some questions?

· Who will fill out the survey?  (Should it be one per household or more?)

· How will surveys be distributed?

· Will there be a copy of the survey online?

· Will there be a newsletter attached?

· Who will format and print the survey?

Linda will bring these questions back to Tom Nelson and contact Tom Yeager when she has Nelson’s feedback.  Because the Mayor’s town hall meeting is being pushed back, the urgency of making these decisions has lessened.

Community Education

The Committee discussed and strongly endorsed a component of community education of GAP issues to the process of review.   Ideas for education included:

· HLB and ACE debate or debate night

· Workshop by the authors of Balancing Development and Commerce in Gateway Communities funded by MOA Planning.

· Contrasting opinion pieces in Turnagain Times
· Workshop on all the Girdwood studies that will be published this fall

· Interactive meetings and workshops

· Many articles in the Times so that the issue is not forgotten

It was agreed that debates/opinion pieces should include more than two points of view and should not polarize the discussion.

Other Issues

Concern was expressed about the impending HLB decision to cut new nordic trails in the valley.  The process appears to be moving quickly without Girdwood community input and attention to the GAP.  John Gallup related that he told subcontractors to begin by meeting with Trails Committee, Land Use, and GBOS. 

Members discussed how important it is for Assembly members and others in MOA to understand the valley and its community. In the past, dignitaries took a trail hike on Winner Creek trail to the then potential tram area. This type of familiarization could be a good way to deal with current issues. 

Date for Next Meeting

The next meeting will be Monday, October 2. Kate will reserve the Meadows Hall.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

