Girdwood Area Plan Review Committee

Minutes---Regular Meeting

Meadows Community Hall

October 2, 2006
Call to Order

Chair Tom Yeager called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Kate Sandberg, Secretary, took minutes.  Others in attendance: John Gallup, Diana Stone Livingston, Kevin Desmond, MOA Planner Linda Brooks, Terry Mercurio, and Michael Montague. 

Approval of Minutes

The August 14, 2006, minutes were approved and will be posted on the Anchorage Borough Federation of Community Councils web site.

Report from the Chair

· Larry Daniels has given Our Lady of the Snows a deposit of $500.00 for use of the Meadows Hall. This check is kept for any damage done by the Committee to the Hall.  The Committee expressed its gratitude to Larry.

· Terry Mercurio will be acting secretary for the 2.5 months that Kate Sandberg will be gone.  Kate will be gone11/01/06 to 1/15/07.  The Committee is grateful to Terry for her willingness to do this job.

· Tom has sent emails concerning GAP review to Assemblymen Janice Shamberg and Chris Birch.  Shamberg has replied. 

· Rosey Fletcher sent an email to Tom in which she noted the advantage of our survey closely mirroring the1993 survey so that comparisons can be made between the two sets of responses. She also thinks that there should be more community education before the survey goes out.   

Mayor Begich’s Town Hall Meeting

Tom announced that the town hall meeting will be October 30, 2006, at the Alyeska Hotel, 7:00 pm.  

Publicity 

The Committee discussed how to publicize this meeting.  KUEL radio, Turnagain Times, mailer, and phone tree were suggested.  Targeting the 20-40 year olds who live here full-time is a particular goal.

· John will call KUEL and make sure that this meeting is reflected in GBOS minutes.

· Kevin will write an article for the Times.
· Diana will send a blast email to 20/20 members.

· Linda will check with MOA about paying for a mailing.

· Tom plans to write a Compass piece for the Anchorage Daily News about moderates becoming more politically involved in their communities.

Format

The Girdwood Board of Supervisors meets with Mayor Begich on October 4, 2:00 pm, in the Assembly Chambers, City Hall. John Gallup will propose a format of open discussion, question and answer.  He assumes the meeting will focus on the Economic Feasibility Study and Terrain Suitability Study.

Follow-up

Tom proposed, and the Committee agreed, to hold a series of community forums following the town hall meeting. These would be roundtables of key people who have varying views on Girdwood’s future. After the community education forums, the surveys will be sent out and tabulated.  Then 1993 Girdwood Area Plan can be reviewed more accurately.

The first forum is scheduled for November 6, 2006. Tom will check on the Meadows Community Hall for availability.

· John will moderate the discussion and contact Jerry Reichlin in order to solicit his representation of the LUC in the forum

· Linda will find out if someone from the Municipality can participate

· Kevin will call Alaska Center for the Environment and/or other environmental groups for roundtable participants

· Diana will ask a 20/20 member

· Tom will represent the GAP Review Committee

· Tom will call Larry Daniels to see if he will represent the Hotel

The proposed title for the first forum is “Future Forum #1: Girdwood Area Plan Review.”      

It was mentioned that setting up meetings at people’s houses is also a way to people to talk informally.  Notes are taken and then shared with the GAP committee.

The Committee agreed that, in the future, bringing a consulting group that specializes in communities which border wilderness or park areas would be good. The Sonoran Institute was mentioned as such a group.  

Date and Topics for Next Meeting

The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 1, at 7:00 pm. Tom will try to secure the Meadows.  Topics will be the town hall meeting and the upcoming forum on November 6.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:10 pm.

