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Girdwood Area Plan Review Committee

Minutes---Regular Meeting

Meadows Community Hall

January 22, 2007

Call to Order

Chair Tom Yeager called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm.  Kate Sandberg, Secretary, took minutes.  Others in attendance: Deb Essex, Terry Mercurio, Kevin McDermott and MOA Director of Planning Tom Nelson. 

Approval of Minutes

There were no official minutes from the November 2006 meeting; therefore, no approval was necessary.

Report from the Chair

Tom welcomed Tom Nelson, MOA Director of Planning.

1.  Tom reported that he had asked Robin Ward, Head of HLB, how the GAP review relates to current HLB development studies. Ward responded that HLB wants to be engaged in the GAP review process and that the HLB studies will supplement our review.

Robin recommended that we have a single point of contact in the MOA, but after discussion, it was decided this is not currently necessary.

2. Tom announced that Girdwood 20/20 is sponsoring a telephone survey of Girdwood property owners about development in the valley. Board members of 20/20 assure Tom the results will be available to the public.

Review of Forum #2

Tom and others expressed concern with the low turn out at the second forum. The probable reason was the date of December 21.  For those in attendance, hearing the new manager of Alyeska Resort speak was enlightening. The new owner wants to redevelop the day usage area and not develop the upper valley.  This is a shift from HLB priorities.

Discussion of the Draft Survey

1.  Language—The committee and Tom Nelson went through the draft paragraph by paragraph and changed language where appropriate. Kate will redraft the survey and send it to Tom Yeager as soon as possible.  Those in attendance at the meeting will check for accuracy, and Tom Yeager will send the final survey to Tom Nelson, copying the entire GAP Review Committee.

2.  Tom Nelson’s office staff, primarily Linda Brooks, will reformat the survey, check with this committee, and send out the survey to all Girdwood property owners in early February. Nelson’s office will be responsible for the distribution. Nelson wants the distribution to reflect the 1993 survey, so no downloads of the survey will be available and only one survey per post office box. All secondary residence property owners will be mailed a survey.

3.  How to publicize the survey will be discussed at the next committee meeting.

4.  After the results are tabulated, we will hold a community forum.

Other Issues

Tom Yeager is discussing with Dr. David Carlson how Girdwood can be involved with this year’s International Polar Year.  Perhaps Girdwood can play a role in long term monitoring of Alaska’s glaciers.

Date for Next Meeting

The date will be chosen after the survey has been finalized and is ready for distribution.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

