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WHEN WAS THE
MUNICIPALITY
OF ANCHORAGE
ESTABLISHED?
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1975
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MOA TURNS 50!

WWW.MUNI.ORG/50

Pop Quiz
Winners
We’ll message
you for your
name and
email address.

You’ll get 2
tickets to the
S16 Kickoff of
Arctic Entries:
Roots and
Wings on
Nov. 18.



THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY’S

LEGISLATIVE
SERVICES
OFFICE



BRANCH OVERVIEW
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Legislative Services is one of
four offices of the Assembly
and is made up of the
following staff:

OUR TEAM

WWW.MUNI.ORG/ASSEMBLY

LEGISLATIVE
SERVICES DIRECTOR

ASSEMBLY
COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR

LEGISLATIVE &
POLICY ANALYST

Outlined in AMC 2.20.075 - Legislative Services Office



OUR MISSION & VISION

WWW.MUNI.ORG/ASSEMBLY

Mission: To strengthen the Anchorage
Assembly in its work, guided by a commitment
to the good of the Anchorage community and
the people who live here.

Vision: We seek to elevate the Anchorage
Assembly as an institution, ensure that the
Assembly’s work is visible in the community,
and ensure that the people of Anchorage are
engaged and included in that work.

V A L U E S :  C O L L A B O R AT I O N  |  L E A R N I N G  |  T R A N S P A R E N C Y



ASSEMBLY COMMUNICATIONS
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PUBLICATIONS
Email Newsletter
Press Releases
Website

@thankorage      @ancmuniclerk



RESEARCH AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS
Assisting with special projects
and managing contracts 

RESEARCH

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

ADMINISTRATION 

Ensure community voices are heard
Communicating with State and Federal leaders 

Conducting research and preparing
reports on topics of interest
Summarizing legislative history

Legislative drafting; supporting branch in conducting
retreats & summits



CIVIC EDUCATION
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MOA/ASSEMBLY 101
MOA 101 curriculum for schools and clubs
City Nerd Nites & Summits on big topics

CIVIC SQUARE
In development!
Civic Square at Loussac
Library - coming this winter
Working within MOA to
improve outreach & input



THE BILL OF RIGHTS IN
ANCHORAGE’S CHARTER
GRANTS RESIDENTS IMMUNITY
FROM WHAT KIND OF
ASSEMBLY ACTIONS?
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ASSEMBLY ACTIONS AFTER
12AM MIDNIGHT
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YOUR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT



THINK GLOBAL, ACT LOCAL
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WHY CARE ABOUT
LOCAL GOVERNMENT? 

Local decisions affect us daily - road plowing,
building codes, fire department response
times, library hours, quality of parks

Local leaders are approachable - they’re in the
community all the time

It’s easier to make change on local level - and
successes spread to other cities and states



MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE - EXECUTIVE BRANCH
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MAYOR 
Serve 3-year terms (remember to vote this
April! www.muni.org/elections)

Appoints the City Manager and other
leadership positions

Sets the budget and responsible for day-to-
day management of the city

Check out www.muni.org/jobs for current
job openings in the Municipality

http://www.muni.org/elections
http://www.muni.org/jobs


MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE - LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
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ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY
12 Members - 2 from each district

3 year terms - half of body up for election
each of the two years between mayoral
elections

Sets Municipal policy by enacting laws

Approves budget and appropriates funds

Certifies elections

https://www.muni.org/Departments/Assembly/Pages/About%20Us%20-%20Member%20Profiles.aspx


CONTACT THE ASSEMBLY
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Email: assembly@anchorageak.gov
Website: www.Muni.org/Assembly



WHAT DOES “AO”
STAND FOR?
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ASSEMBLY ORDINANCE
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THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY
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HOW IS LAW PASSED IN ANCHORAGE?
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ASSEMBLY ORDINANCES 
The rules for Anchorage are in the
Municipal Charter (local Constitution) and
the Anchorage Municipal Code of
Ordinances, called “Code” or “AMC”

Changes to the Charter have to be
approved by the voters

Changes to the Code are done through
Assembly Ordinances (AOs) and are
approved by the Assembly



HOW IS LAW PASSED IN ANCHORAGE?
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ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
Twice a month on Tuesdays, 5-11pm

All proposals for ordinance changes (AOs)
require a public hearing. When the item is
called on the agenda, you can go to front of
room to speak for up to 3 minutes

After public hearing and debate, Assembly
Members vote on the item; it usually
becomes effective immediately



ASSEMBLY MEETINGS
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Open Meetings Act - prevents Members from
discussing legislation with more than two other
Members - Members can’t vote count or
coordinate with others besides the sponsors

Nearly all Assembly business transpires in
public meetings - livestreamed and recorded:

Worksessions - presentation and questions - no
debate or public testimony options

Committees ~10 committees that meet monthly
with departments & community partners



ASSEMBLY WORK PLAN
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Annual review of current
year accomplishments
+ goals & priorities for
upcoming year

June Rules Committee:
deep dive on Plan

Shorter quarterly check-
ins on the Plan



2024 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS
Cut red tape to allow more types of
housing, lower costs, and incentivize new
housing. Fully funded 2024-2025 ECWS
and successfully received $4M for shelter.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Port of Alaska Modernization Program,
Anchorage Hydropower Utility, snow
removal working group

PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY &
QUALITY OF LIFE
Eklutna River Restoration, 24/7 mobile crisis
team, body worn cameras

QUALITY MUNICIPAL SERVICES
Allowed online bidding for municipal contracts, alcohol tax strategic plan,
completed audits



2025 PRIORITIES
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HOUSING ACTION
Communicate our housing vision, streamline codes and
processes, and spur innovative, attainable housing construction.

GOOD GOVERNMENT
Monitor service delivery to ensure high quality municipal
operations, support for MOA workforce & secure our fiscal future

PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY & QUALITY OF LIFE
Fund public safety, mental health & Crisis Now model; invest in
outdoor and public spaces; prioritize neighborhood safety

ENERGY, INFRASTRUCTURE & TRANSPORTATION
Support infrastructure upgrades and affordable energy, improve road
safety and ADA compliance, support Port of Alaska Modernization
Project



WHAT DOES “LOTT”
STAND FOR?
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LAID ON THE TABLE
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RESOURCES TO
ACCESS THE
ASSEMBLY



FIND YOUR VOICE
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
Sign up for the Assembly newsletter

Email your Assembly Members, or the
whole Assembly

Testify at a Public Hearing on an item

Watch committee meetings or
worksessions to learn more about a topic

LEARN MORE AT www.muni.org/Assembly



RESEARCHING ASSEMBLY ACTIONS
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Check out our online resources!

https://www.muni.org/Departments/Assembly/Pages/default.aspx


RESEARCHING ASSEMBLY ACTIONS - THE PORTAL
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Portal to Assembly Documents

https://www.muni.org/departments/assembly/pages/publicportalassemblydocuments.aspx


RESEARCHING ASSEMBLY ACTIONS - MUNICIPAL CODE
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Anchorage Municipal Code

https://library.municode.com/ak/anchorage/codes/code_of_ordinances


RESEARCHING ASSEMBLY ACTIONS - CALENDAR
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Assembly Calendar

https://www.muni.org/Departments/Assembly/Events/Pages/default.aspx


RESEARCHING ASSEMBLY ACTIONS - RECORDINGS
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Municipal Meetings Page

https://www.muni.org/Residents/Pages/MuniMeetings.aspx


RESEARCHING ASSEMBLY ACTIONS - THE AGENDA
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Meeting agendas

https://www.muni.org/Residents/Pages/MuniMeetings.aspx


LEARN MORE
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SIGN UP FOR THE
ASSEMBLY NEWSLETTER

& LEARN MORE AT www.muni.org/Assembly



HOW MANY SEATS DID THE
ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY HAVE WHEN
IT WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1975?
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11
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THANK YOU.
LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 
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