
RUSSIAN JACK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

6:30 PM, Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

At Wonder Park Elementary School 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm by Chair Ed Leach. 

 

1. Legislative report   

 

State Senators: Bill Wielechowski – There is still a lot more ideas of ways the budget can be cut, 

but they were rejected.  The way we do the operating budget (Dept of Revenue example, a 

committee meets and determines what budget each department needs) is part of the problem.  It 

would be better if the budget were billed from the ground up.  Adjusting for inflation and 

population, our budget is about 20 years behind.  Criminal justice reform shouldn’t be only to 

save money – we need to preserve public safety as well.  Substance abuse and mental health are 

issues that many incarcerated people have a problem with – without addressing those issues, they 

perpetuate the problem.  He spoke a bit about Medicaid reform in answer to a question.   

 

Representatives: Geran Tarr – ready to be home.  Oil & Gas subsidy bill passed.  Doesn’t think 

it’s fiscally responsible or addresses problems.  Didn’t really look at low prices and it will cost 

the state millions over the next several years, but it’s the first piece of the fiscal plan and she is 

hopeful they will make more progress.  Geran’s goal is fairness to minimize the burden placed 

on moderate to low income neighborhoods between constituents in other areas.  Doesn’t believe 

it is fiscally responsible to allow corporate subsidies while taking away from people’s Permanent 

fund.  Geran added to the discussion about not enough cuts.  Over the last two years, there has 

been an 18% reduction in state spending.  Mandatory furloughs are another method to save 

funds.  Modernization of the system and being more efficient will allow the state to get smaller.  

Mountain View street fair is happening this Saturday (Clark Middle School parking lot 12 – 4 

pm) immediately following the World Refugee Day on June 11
th

.   

 

 Ivy Spohnholz – Passed a budget compromise that added back in funding for public education 

and funds to University.  Monies for northern access is earmarked to the University specifically 

for that purpose, in spite of local opposition to that project.  New revenue is what is needed. 

Some smart cuts – budget reduction in the prison reforms that recently passed will save money 

over time.  There is a hiring freeze and freeze on employee raises.Ivy also added that she is 

excited about being here and serving the East side.    

During the discussion of oil revenues and subsidies, Kathleen pointed out that the explorer’s are 

the ones that get the subsidies, not the producers.  Ed added that the cost of producing oil in 

Alaska is also higher, so until the price rises, there is not going to be a lot of exploration.   

Land development was suggested for revenue generating and concern of why this budget 

problem continues to be ongoing.  They knew there was a problem at least two years ago.   

 

Some parts of the budget continue to grow – one of the council members that works for the state 

said the reduction in Permanent fund will not be as well received while some budgets are 

growing.   

 

2. Assembly report 

Forrest Dunbar -  Assembly meeting had robust discussion on salaries of fire and police 

leadership.  Recruiting and retention has been difficult with large pay cuts for those taking higher 

positions.  Cell tower ordinance may be complete next meeting with one more round of 
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amendments.  He spoke about the new Animal control provision regarding escaped animals 

(strict liability offenses).  Acts of God that cause fences was one example of where fines would 

not be imposed.  Fire station 3 is supposed to be opening late July or early August and will be 

named after Max Gruenberg.  The old fire station will be used to store equipment.  343-8114 is 

Forest phone, but he prefers email dunbarforrest@muni.org 

Currently the city does NOT have a budget crisis and hope to return some of the property taxes.   

 

3. School Board report – Kathleen Plunkett – enjoyed the graduation she attended last month.  

Thanks to the legislators for keeping education budget intact.  Still looking at fund balance and 

gave advice to the MOA that they do not want a bond in December.  New superintendant begins 

July 1 – Dena Paramo.  She will most likely reach out to the legislators. 

 

4. Principal report – Wonder Park – Tammy Hansen spoke about the community gardens going 

well.   A few families are taking care of them. 

 

5. ML&P new power plant - Mark Johnston  - somewhat unique in that they are a fully integrated 

utility.  Almost 31,000 customers with 80% residential.  20 square mile service area that includes 

Downtown and Midtown business districts, university and medical customers, Port of Anchorage 

and JBER as well as our neighborhoods.  There are three thermal generation assets:  Hank 

Nikkels Plant 1, George M Sullivan Plant 2 and Southcentral Power Project.  Hydroelectrical 

generation assets include: Eklutna and Bradley Lake with  renewable 18% of total generation 

capacity.  They don’t have easy excess generation, but new generation (railbelt) carries with it 

the problem of less supply than demand, if you review the peak demand.  Some have asked why 

they don’t build one big plant?  Problems with that include a single point of failure and the fact 

that distributed generation is a good thing.  What can we do to control costs?  Replace aging 

equipment with more efficient generation;  long term natural gas supply and pricing;  power 

pooling/economic dispatch.  Plant 2 A – world leader in thermal generation;  approx.  20-30% 

more efficient with a cost of approx $300 million and expected construction in 2016.  This plant 

is located in the perfect spot as the city water supply runs right by it.  Air temperature is a factor 

in making the turbines work.  Using excess heat from the plant, the water temperature will also 

be warmed to approx 60 degrees from roughly 45 degrees, which will also translate to lower 

water heating costs at least somewhat.  A snow melt site will also utilize the snow.  Plant 1 is 44 

– 52 years old (normal plant life is about 32 years).  Plant 2 is 32 – 41 years old.  Average 

overhaul costs $8-10 million each time it is needed with an expected two year time frame to 

continue working.  Beluga River Unit – protects customers from future natural gas price 

increases (long term natural gas supply – two decades)  This should supply us till 2027 if the 

field is managed correctly and the gas we believe is there, may go a bit longer into 2030’s.   

Railbelt generation costs – where are railbelt utilities headed?  Economic dispatch – Transco 

ML&P sells more electricity than any other utility.  What is economic dispatch?  Power pooling 

vs Unified system operator (USO).  Next least costing generating unit – will this lower cost?  

Yes – but not a lot.  What it does do is efficiently produce electricity to the railbelt at the lowest 

possible cost.  TRANSCO – combined railbelt utlity transmission assets – limitation of current 

transmission system,  benefits of transmission infrastructure improvement.  Example of taking 

the power from Bradley Lake to Golden Valley (there are limitations, but allows to look at the 
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system as a whole and consider the best overall, rather than single utilities.  For any questions 

contact:  johnstonMA@muni.org  263-5202    

 

Fred asked about security to the system from terrorist threats.  If they have a cyber attack, they 

have a great system in place.  Regulatory Commission is working on this issue with utilities.   

 

Kathleen asked about 1301 Bragaw and what plans are for that property.  They may sell that 

property and use the funds for a capital project (there is another property near the Salvation 

Army).   

 

Question was asked about why we are paying underground surcharge? The Assembly set that up, 

but it benefits everyone as it generates revenue service area wide because they continue to do put 

cables underground.  They also are taking advantage of road improvements to put cables 

underground while it is dug up.  Mountain View chair asked about how do people get on that 

underground roster to have the work done?  Safety issues raise the level of prompt attention – 

visibility, public requests are other factors.  They do them as they are able (budget is another 

issue).  There is some activity with the MOA Assembly and Geran asked how the community 

councils can plug into that?   

 

6. HUD housing grants - Nancy Anderson - Muni DHHS – She handed out 2 surveys she is 

hopeful people will be willing to participate in.  HUD is required to have a five year plan in order 

to receive funds.  Identifying needs in the community on how they spend the funds and fair 

housing assessment.  Knowledge of resources and identifying those who feel they are or have 

been discriminated against in housing.  HUD likes a lot of planning and community feedback.  

Several other agencies that provide low income housing are also being connected with to access 

the needs.  Funds go to non-profit housing entities.  Homeless housing transitions offer a 

vouching program to try and get the homeless into permanent housing.  22 unit low income 

housing unit is going to be built on Muldoon.  Sitka Place is a permanent housing facility for the 

hard to serve / hard to house in a 50 unit in Merrill Field area.  They can also do capital projects.  

There are enough vouchers to get the homeless vets housed (question was asked by Sherry if the 

Eklutna cabin project could be a capital project HUD might fund).  It might be, but there are 

other programs that assist vets.  Senior housing program on Abbott needed new automatic doors.  

RuralCap had a child care project.  They do some competitive grants, going out for bid.  

Overflow from Brother Francis shelter is another project they provide assistance to.  Kendra 

brought up rental squatters as another identified population that basically go from house to 

house.  They are identified by rental property owners and some attorneys.  Perhaps some way of 

getting the resource information of services to these people would help them break that cycle.  

Ed was concerned about the voucher programs leaving those that might have been able to rent 

into housing.  There is a shortage of housing in Anchorage.  Loussac Manor is a mixed income 

housing facility.  If there are any groups that you believe is doing a really good job or you have a 

concern about, use the back page of the survey to list those.   

 

7.  Tom Davis – Municipal Planning Department – anticipating neighborhood change due to 

aging structures.  Mobile home parks are a likely target of change over the next 25 years.  He 

asked for Russian Jack community council thoughts about this for the purpose of developing 
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their public hearing draft.  Replacement of affordable housing is one thing that was suggested.  

Mobile homes are a stepping stone for some and some people enjoy the aspect of home 

ownership and a yard that mobile homes are all some can afford presently.  Apartments may be 

their only other option which can be limiting in many regards.  There are people that enjoy the 

location they are in.  There was a lot of discussion about opportunity for businesses with 

apartments above, dense residential areas and including the low income housing that is needed.  

Ranier Valley in Seattle has a great model of this type of housing.  Mental Health trust property 

across from East High and greenway development is something that is being discussed as 

transformation of a place.  East Chester Creek natural and land use with the trails (so that 

crossing Bragaw to remain on the trails could occur) is one type of visionary thing that can come 

from planning and getting it on a map.   

 

Dan George – Mountain View Community Council – land under Davis Park belongs to JBER.  

It’s been on 5 year leases with the MOA.  Capital improvement bonds were approved in the last 

election for Davis Park.  City is working on a fix (appraisal of the park).  Improvements can’t be 

made on land that is not owned by the city.  US Senate adopted Senator Murkowski amendment 

to allow 25 year no charge lease (National Defense Authorization Bill).  Hopefully if this bill 

passes later this year the problem will be resolved about the lease fees.   

 

8. Picnic committee - Kendra Kloster – we met and have much underway.  Fliers will be 

distributed.  Legislators are paying for the food (thanks!).  Blue & Gold is going to do a skate 

demonstration and participate in the ribbon cutting for the new skate park which will be part our 

picnic this year.  We’ll go business to business in the neighborhood to collect donations. Kendra 

made a motion to approve $800 for the picnic.  2
nd

 by Fred.  Motion carried.  Beth Nordlund with 

Anchorage Park Foundation also discussed the way finding plan and emergency tracker system 

that will be part of the way finding (at our meeting).  Mile markers will be part of that.  Possible 

GPS will be included.  Fred moved to support that. 2
nd

 by Sherry.   This also will help locate 

homeless camps faster.  Motion carried with one opposed.  The picnic is August 27
th

 from 11 am 

to 2 pm.  We have a variety of activities lined up.  Comments of ascetics for the wayfinding 

signs will be good to make as they get into more details of the signage. 

 

9. Property disposal - 1301 Bragaw St (was discussed under MLP presentation) 

 

Next council meeting is in September.    Hope to see everyone at the picnic in August. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm. 

 

 


