
 
 

 
Bear Valley Community Council       Meeting Minutes – February 10, 2016 
 

- 1 - 

Bear Valley Community Council (BVCC) 
Meeting Notes 

BVCC Meeting– February 10, 2016 
Compiled by Star Laughton  

 
1) The BVCC meeting was held at Bear Valley Elementary School.  Meeting was opened by Claire Steffens, Chairman and began at 

7:10 pm.  A quorum was present.  

2) Motion to accept the minutes from the December and January meetings passed. 

3) Announcements, information was presented about: 

• Legislative meetings in Juneau and how to stay informed. Contact number and website for more information:      
907-269-0111 or www.akleg.gov 

• Senate Bill 134, a bill which proposes a state income tax, was discussed.  Comments and/or questions can be sent to 
sen.cathy.giessel@akleg.gov 

• From the office of the Anchorage community relations came the information that the Police Task force was meets 
on the 2nd Friday of the month at the Fairview Rec Center from 12-1  

• An informational sheet describing Revenue Sharing and how it impacts local endeavors was presented.   For more 
info contact:  www.akmi.org 

• Information about cell phone towers in your neighborhood and how they can impact you was also presented.  For 
more info contact:  www.Muni.org 

4) HALO Report by Rodney Powell 

a) Application for nitrate study was denied  
b) Speeding on 142nd Street was discussed 
c) A reminder that the annual Candidates Forum will occur at O’Malley On The Green, March 6 @ 6:30  
d) There is currently no money in the budget for the proposed two roundabouts at O’Malley and the New Seward Highway 
e) There was a discussion about a proposed land swap with the city that would provide access to a park 
f) There are new issues with motorized parasailers who are leaving from Potters Marsh to and sailing/motoring to Bear Valley  

5) Del’s Woods report by Paul 

a) Trying to re-plat the land which would then be approved for 18 months 

b) Options under consideration: 
1. Make it a conservation easement, which would involve Great Land Trust and the Heritage Land Bank and cost 

$40,000.00  
2. Get the assembly to pass an ordinance that they would accept the land from Phyllis and turn it into a park as a natural 

resource area 

6) Section 36 Report by Rosemary:  See pages 3-5 
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7) Treasurer’s Report by Angie 
 

a) Current balance: $1066.72 plus $50 in recent donations 
b) Looking to change banks due to service fees 
c) Looking to make the account need two signatures on checks 

 
8) New Business 

 
a) Continuing dog issues.  Claire Steffens spoke with Animal Control, and understands that they are in agreement to only come 

to Bear Valley when they are called with a specific issue 
b) The Assembly passed an ordinance that special land use permits for growing marijuana commercially will not be given for 

land in a residential zoned area.  This made growing marijuana commercially a non-issue for us, since our neighborhood is a 
residential zoned area 

c) Arbor Day is May 16th 
d) Mid Hillside and Hillside East want to merge community councils.  A resolution was proposed and passed unanimously in 

support of this merger 
e) Motion was made to donate $50.00 to the Candidates Forum.  It passed unanimously 
f) Motion was made to approve the Del’s Wood Resolution (see attached).  It passed unanimously 

 
 

 

The next meeting will take at Bear Valley Elementary School Library on March 9, 2016.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

Meeting minutes, notes, agendas, and other BVCC topics of interest can be obtained by going to the BVCC web page at 
www.communitycouncils.org and selecting Bear Valley. 

Please consider a membership with a donation of $5 or more.  All donations are tax deductible. 
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Section 36 Update 
 
Parks & Recs Meeting on January 21, 2016 
 
Master Plan Preferred Concept 2 colored map was shared.  
 
Orange area: mixed network of class 2 & 3 trails 
   moderate density = 18 miles of trail/square mile 
   north of the ridgeline 
 
Yellow area:  class 2 trails 
   low-moderate density = 7 miles of trail/square mile 
   south of ridgeline & sw of Clark’s Rd 
 
Class 2 Multi-use Equestrian Trails 
   5.5 feet area of impact on a moderate slope 
   12.5 feet area of impact on a steep slope 
 
Class 3 Nordic Trail 
 
   16.5 feet area of impact on a moderate slope 
   36 feet area of impact on a steep slope 
 
Jeep Trail Road plat was copied into the Preferred Master Plan. 
 
Lighted Trails: 
   
 Claire & Rosemary reminded P&R about “no trail lights on the south side of the ridgeline or along Clark’s Road”. 
 
 Parks & Rec said “not to worry” about the yellow starred dots on the map.  
 
 Claire requested a written note to amend the map. 
 

Pioneer Jeep Trail Road: 

 
 Parks and Rec checked with the Muni re: recent reports of possible improvements performed on Jeep Trail Road. 
 Muni Mike Walters for ROW (Right of Way) indicated that no issues were seen and no activity was noted.  

P & R Superintendent Josh Durand suggested that Bear Valley residents document any sale and advertisement of 
the 5 parcels on the east side bordering Section 36. 

 
A prior plat note stated that an easement is still in effect. The recorded easement is plat note #9 2008-100. It was 
discovered in small, fine print in a corner of the plat paperwork. It can be found online at the State Dept of Natural 
Resources, Recorder’s Office, Anchorage area, under #9 2008-100. If property is subdivided for development, 
then another access road needs to be built. 

 



 
 

 
Bear Valley Community Council       Meeting Minutes – February 10, 2016 
 

- 4 - 

A letter from the Heritage Land Band dated Sept. 2007 advised the five property owners for the parcels at the 
east border of Section 36 that  

   
1. The platting of Section 36 created three access routes that are represented as public use easements 
2. The MOA is NOT going to build roads or take any responsibility for building roads in these public 

use easements. If, in the future, the property owner(s) wish to install roads in these public use 
easements, the owners (or successors, heirs or assigns) are responsible for constructing the roads.  

3. If the owners decide to subdivide any of the parcels, construction of roads for legal access will be 
required to satisfy Muni development criteria. 

4. The MOA, via this letter and the platting action, authorized the owners of 3 parcels to continue using 
their traditional access via the Pioneer Jeep Trail Rd. This access will be allowed as long as the 
identified properties remain un-subdivided and a physical, legal, alternate access to the property does 
not exist. Upon subdivision of the property, use of the Pioneer Jeep Trail Rd is automatically 
terminated and new access road(s) to the property must be built utilizing the public use easements 
dedicated on the plat.  

 
A Parks and Rec map showed that a road already exists to buildings owned by a Mr. Ian Moore and Jennifer Joliff.  
 
Ownership of the adjacent lots was researched and identified.  
 
Joshua Durand, Superintendent of Parks and Recs proposed that Parks and Rec Dept. draft a legal letter that no one is 
allowed to get a permit to start development until a new road access is built.  
 
Claire requested marking the borders of Section 36 Park to avoid mistakes re: private property lines and public property 
lines. Parks and Recs offered to contact DOT on this suggestion.  
 
Nicole Jones-Vogel, Muni Land Management Officer suggested talking to Dave Whitfield in the Platting Office and to 
look for the recorded easement. If no easement is identified, then Claire questioned how to prevent Jeep Trail Road 
“expansions”. If there is no documentation, what are the legal ramifications?  
 
Wetlands Conservation Easement:  
 
Existing easement needs to be researched. The wetlands conservation easement involves a transfer to Parks and Rec. 
Parks and Rec can use wetland “credits” to offset some of the development.  Section 36 wetlands are ranked as #1 
watersheds. The Army Corp of Engineers will be involved if trails in the conservation easement are proposed. Parks and 
Rec will determine buffer dimensions before going to the Army Corp of Engineers.  
 
BVCC needs to learn more about this. Claire has set up guest speakers: Robin Ward with the Heritage Land Band and 
Nicole Jones-Vogel, the Muni Land Management Officer for the next  BVCC meeting on March 9, 2016.  
 
 
Nicole Jones-Vogel suggested putting trails in before conservation easements are addressed.  
 
Claire indicated this would affect the wetland credit exchanges and keep trails from development.  
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Other Interested Parties: Junior Nordic Ski Program  

  
 Supporters for Section 36 to be used for the Junior Nordic Ski teams emailed Parks and Rec back in Sept. 2015. 
Parks and Rec reported this group was interested in starting with winter- use only trails. Nicole Jones-Vogel (Muni Land 
Management Officer shared a copy of the email’s questions and answers.   
 
Other related information:  
 
Memorandum Community Development  
6-21-14 
To: Planning and Zoning  
From: Senior Planner 
 
The Master Plan has a 10 to 15 year life span. 
 
Wetlands management subject to a conservation easement may be retained by the Heritage Land Bank. 
 
There is a Class A (preservation) wetlands south of Clark’s Road. 
 
Small print on page 49: “When the Master Plan is adopted and a funding source for park development, maintenance and 
operations is identified, Section 36 will be transferred from the Heritage Land Band inventory to Parks and Rec Dept. 
Portions of Section 36 are outside the current Anchorage Parks and Rec service area boundary which will limit 
implementation options.”  
 
Trail developments are still conceptual and subject to change. Map concept 2 with moderate development was adopted. 
This includes equestrian and ski trails with class 2 and 3 parameters. 
 
Resolution #2014-8 Parks and Rec Commission Amendment of Section 36 Master Plan, Transfer of Management 
Authority and Dedication 
 

“Management authority of wetland and appropriate buffer areas of Section 36 (in tracts 1 and 5, Section 36 
subdivision) may be retained by the MOA Heritage Land Bank and subject to a conservation easement to protect 
conservation values and allow appropriate low-impact improvements such as trail development, including 
boardwalks and viewing platforms and signage to facilitate appreciation of the resource as described in the 
Section 36 Master Plan dated January 2011. 
 
“Management authority of Tracts 1 and 5, Section 36 subdivision, except wetland areas as identified above shall 
be transferred to MOA Parks and Rec Dept upon necessary delineation and/or survey of the said wetland areas.”  

 
   
 “The Heritage Land Bank may prepare conservation easements for the designated areas acceptable to the   
 Parks and Rec Dept for mitigation purposes consistent with the approved Section 36 Master Plan.”  
  

 


