
Airport Heights Community Council 

December 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting was called to order by President Barbara Karl.  A quorum was present. 

Minutes: Typos were corrected in the minutes and emphasis was added to the assembly report regarding 

the importance of meeting in the summer time due to the quick turnaround (30 days) for marijuana 

applications.  There were no objections to the minutes with corrections. 

APD: Officer Jones with the Anchorage Police Department discussed the new crime mapping system. 

Assembly Report: 1) Assembly member Evans is working on a referendum reversing the tax cap 

calculation revisions and establishing a sales tax; 2) The budget passed - you can find details here; 3) 

More police academies will be underway; 4) A marijuana sales tax will be discussed at the next assembly 

meeting on 12/22/15; 5) In 2017 we will be voting by mail. 

Mayor’s Office: George Martinez (Special Assistant to the Mayor for education, youth development, 

diversity, and economic development) addressed the council.  He discussed his role as a liaison to the 

mayor, the reauthorization of the youth advisory commission, and realigning community resources to 

provide opportunities to youth. 

Legislative Update: Representative Tarr discussed the budget being the biggest issue before the 

legislature.  Molly Carver from Rep. Gara’s office discussed the Facing Foster Care in Alaska’s (FFCA) 

lap top drive.  

PTA: Winter fun night is set to occur in the middle of February. 

Elementary School Remodel Update:  1) It is on schedule and on budget; 2) this week the north wing 

was occupied; 3) over holiday break asbestos abatement will occur in the gym; 4) after the holidays, 

construction will start on the south wing; 5) the project will be done in August; 6) regarding the parking 

situation:  the loop will be open and the busses will line up along Alder Drive. 

UMED District Plan Update:  Kristine Bunnell with the planning department gave a UMED District Plan; 

this plan will be going to a public hearing on 12/22/15.  You can find the public hearing draft at this link: 

http://www.muni.org/Departments/OCPD/Planning/Projects/Pages/UMEDDistrictPlanUpdate.aspx.  A sub-

committee was also formed to look at the land use plan map (this committee will probably be comprised 

of the executive board). 

Vet Village AK: Ric Davidge and Theda Pittman discussed the Vet Village AK project and asked for a 

letter of support.  The council voted to write a letter in support of the project by a vote of 15 in favor, 0 

against, and 2 abstentions.  Theda Pittman will draft the letter. 

Adoption of the Airport Heights Community Builders Safety Patrol Rules of Operation:  A motion 

was made by Kalen Saxton and seconded by John Whitlock to accept the proposed Airport Heights 

Community Builders Safety Patrol Rules of Operation.  The motion passed by a vote of 14 in favor, 0 

opposed, with 1 abstention.  (*note* during discussion it was agreed that hand cuffs would be stricken 

from #5 of the Safety Patrol Member Procedures, Powers, and Duties). 

Cell Towers: Annette Cartier (of Rogers Park CC) and Howard Lavigne (of Turnagain CC) presented 

regarding the issue of cell phone towers in residential areas and potential amendments to Title 21 dealing 

with cell towers.  By a vote of 14-0-2 the council voted to adopt AHCC Resolution 2015-10 entitled “A 

Resolution of the Airport Heights Community Council Supporting the Citizen’s Suggested Changes to the 

(Title 21) Working Draft 11-18-15 Cell Tower Draft Ordinance Submitted to Planning & Zoning 

Commission for Their Recommendations.” 

President’s Report: President Karl reported that the main issue at the FCC meeting related to the 

regulation of marijuana.  President Karl also made the council aware of two upcoming zoning issues and 

delegated them to members of the council for further study. 

Tikishla Park Master Plan:  The master planning process for Tikishla is scheduled to begin in August 
with Steve Rafuse (MOA parks department) leading the effort.  Mr. Rafuse will reach out to our 
community to seek community advisory members for this process sometime next fall. 
Nichols and Tikishla Park Rezone Update:  Sharron Harris has attempted to follow up with MOA 
regarding the status of the rezone of all Tikishla and Nichols Park parcels to “PR” – as of 12/11/15, Parks 
& Rec has yet to submit a request for rezoning of these parcels to PR to the MOA Planning Department.  
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