
Airport Heights Community Council 
November 19, 2015 Meeting 

 
Motion was made to accept the agenda with the addition of Paul Bowers with Merrill Field and Anna 
Shaw (instead of Holly Spoth-Torres) with the Parks Foundation to the agenda – the motion was 
seconded and passed without objection.  A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting also 
passed without objection 

Assembly: Assemblyperson Gray-Jackson discussed the passage of a tax cap recalculation on 10/27, 
the omnibus fines and fees ordinance on 11/10, and the enhanced spice ordinance.  Assemblyperson 
Traini encouraged regular meeting of the community councils since the new marijuana regulations will 
provide a small (30 day) window for council input on new applications. 

Legislative: Representative Tarr discussed the turnout at her recent constituent meeting (about 60 were 
in attendance).  She is in the process of sending out a budget survey.  Mollie Carver with Rep. Gara’s 
office talked about Rep. Gara’s newsletter and coming budget survey; she also discussed some of Rep. 
Gara’s work on foster care issues. Richard Benavides with Sen. Ellis’ office discussed SB23 (this 
proposed bill deals with the wider distribution of an anti-opiate overdose drug) and the need for more 
detox beds. 

PTA: Report was given by Sharron Harris 1) the Halloween carnival made $1,250 for class tips; 2) on 
December 15, 2015 the school will take possession of the north wing – work on the south wing will start 
after this. 

Parks Foundation Signage & Wayfinding Plan and Airport Heights Logo: Anna Shaw with the Parks 
Foundation discussed the draft wayfinding plan that includes logos for parks and neighborhoods.  Ms. 
Shaw discussed the goals of the wayfinding plan as a way to improve connection and accessibility among 
users.  This plan is still in development with no hard deadlines as of yet.  Any input can be sent to 
trails@anchorageparksfoundation.org 

Discussion ensued about the Airport Heights Community Builders Safety Patrol.  The draft rules of 

operation were reviewed and any additions were urged to be email to President Karl.  

Paul Bowers with Merrill field came to discuss concerns about Sitka Park.  He stated that 
development of public use land is conditional on park relocation – in short, if the park cannot be relocated, 
development cannot happen.  

President’s Report: 1) at the next meeting school remodel progress will be discussed, the vet village will 
be on the agenda, cell phone towers will be on the agenda, and The Rasmussen Foundation will give a 
20-30 min presentation on the budget at 6:30 pm (prior to the start of our meeting; 2) President Karl 
brought up a notice regarding a short plat north of 5

th
 Ave. (Carolyn Ramsey volunteered to look into this 

issue). 

Federation of Community Councils (FCC) Report:  Sharon Cissna discussed community council 
promotional funds being available (reimbursement of up to $75), the Mayor’s office promotion of diversity, 
and the importance of FCC funding. 

Community Concerns: 1) the new extended stay hotel in the Penland park area was discussed (work 

seems to have started on this project out of nowhere); 2) Carolyn Ramsey gave an update on CRD-

UMED activities.  It was said that the CRD group will be filing an appeal of a PNZ decision on the UMED 

access road and that they are looking for donations; 3) Dave Wolfe reported on crime survey results – 

notable results were: %77 of respondents reported being victims of crimes - %45 did not report crimes to 

APD - %62 of crime properties are in close proximity to roads and trials. 
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