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1.  Minutes and Agenda Approval – Bob Auth 
• The president called the meeting to order. 
• The agenda and February meeting minutes were approved with no corrections. 
• There were 20 people in attendance. 
• Announcements (see agenda + newsletter) 

 
2.  Assembly Report – Rep. Tim Steele 
• Spenard Road Upgrade: This has been a priority for a long time, but there has been a lot of 

support lately in particular. Rep. Steele and a member of the Spenard Chamber went to 
Juneau to talk to legislators about this priority. Tim is hoping the Legislature funds the project, 
in part or in full as proposed. He would like to see Spenard Road upgraded before he leaves 
the Assembly. 

• More flooding at Chester Creek at Arctic, another legislative priority – Tim put in a funding 
request for study funding and also allowing repair. 

• Assembly elections. The next election is April 1, and early voting is March 17. There are 6 
assembly seats on the ballot, 6 bond issues ($35 mil total). 

• Some miscellaneous issues on the Assembly’s plate currently, including Ure Park and some 
other tasks. 

• Comments & Discussion 
o A member asked whether there is still a plan for a median on Spenard Road? Tim noted 

that yes, there is still a median planned for the intersection at Northern Lights and 
Benson. The member asked if this was still up for discussion, and who to talk to. Tim 
recommended contacting the Department of Public Works, and some of the other 
property owners (Paul Kelly, Debbie Hinchey) are on an advisory committee. 

o Another member commented that the sample ballot is available from the Muni online 
and by request, for those interested. He noted that Proposition 1 (a capital bond for 
schools) is a big component of the overall bonds. 

o Anna Brawley asked if the municipal elections will indeed move to November? Tim 
Steele clarified that this would not be until 2017, and that it’s still current legislation. 

 
3.  Airport Report – John Johansen 
• See Airport newsletter or check for updates online, www.anchorageairport.com 
• Airport Master Plan: The consultant is finishing the draft plan – there will be no more public 

meetings, but the draft plan will be ready for public comment in late April. 
• Part 150 Noise Study: The consultant is continuing to work on the noise contours and 

implications. The study committee is next meeting is Thursday, March 6, 1:30-3pm. The 
committee will discuss land use and administrative mitigation alternatives to address some of 
the noise issues. The committee has previously discussed operational alternatives and have 
some ideas for this. 

• Alaska Airlines has started Q400 prop air service to Fairbanks and Kodiak. Flights 
started this week, and are approximately the same trip length. The two planes are painted 
UAF blue and gold, and UAA green and gold. 

• Airport Job Fair will be held on Saturday, March 22, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the North Terminal 
of Ted Stevens Airport. 

• Preferential Runway Use Program: Bob Auth noted that changes to the preferential use 
runway program is being discussed, which would result in more east-heading flights during 
daylight hours and have noise impacts. 

• West Anchorage Land Trade Task Force has been meeting bi-weekly to discuss a trade 
between the Airport and the Muni. For example, Spenard Beach Park is Airport property but 
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Point Woronzof Park is Muni property. The two entities are considering a land exchange. 
There are several representatives from the Airport, Muni, Community Councils and other 
members of the public. Meetings are held at the FCC office and are open to the public. 

• Comments and Discussion: 
o [none] 

 
4.  Legislative Report – Rep. Chris Tuck 
• The legislators are currently in Juneau for session. Rep. Tuck called in from Juneau. 
• Since Beth Kertulla took a temporary position at Stanford University, Chris has taken over as 

minority leader in the House. 
• Chris and others introduced an education bill to provide more support for schools. Among  

other provisions, it allows a 10% increase in the base student allocation for charter students. 
This bill addresses the issue of startup fees for charter schools being covered by federal 
funds, but there is a $500 per student fee that charter schools must pay as startup. It would 
also allow current neighborhood schools to apply to become charter schools, which would 
give them more freedom in the curriculum but still be able to take part in district services. 

• The issue of a liquefied natural gas line (LNG) continues to be discussed—the proposal is 
to construct a pipeline between Point Lay to Nikiski. The gas would travel south for possible 
export to Korea. The estimated cost is between $45 to 60 billion. 

o There is discussion about what percentage Alaska would own the pipeline, and 
which part ownership would be the producers on the North Slope and TransCanada; 
it would be operated by TransCanada. 

o The price of natural gas has dropped significantly in the Lower 48. There is a 
proposal to not partner with TransCanada because the gas would not be sent down 
to the Lower 48 – this is being actively discussed in the House. 

o Since 2002, there has been discussion about whether Alaska should actually take 
ownership in the line, versus serving as a regulator and oversight entity. Having a 
minority stake in the pipeline itself would limit Alaska’s options re: sovereignty and 
having the ability to use information for issues like litigation. 

o There are significant legal issues to consider—does Alaska have the expertise and 
knowledge about the industry issues at stake to make these commitments? And 
would we be committing to activities that would create a great deal of liability? All of 
these questions and the possible risks are being considered. 

• Comments and Discussion 
o A member asked if the shale gas being extracted from the North Slope would involve 

hydraulic fracturing (fracking)? Chris noted that there is no need for using that method 
currently, and that there is a lot of gas available by conventional methods. 

o The member also asked if there is a large revenue stream from natural gas, would 
Alaska residents receive a Permanent Fund Dividend similar to that with oil? Chris did 
not believe this is on the table currently, but did note that individuals can “invest” 
through Pick Click Give and give money toward this pipeline. 

 
5. Municipal Election Update – Bob Auth; Rep. Tim Steele, Phil Isley (candidates) 

• The municipal election will be Tuesday, April 1. 
• November election:  
• Candidates for Westside Assembly seat will give brief statements to the Council. 

o Tim Steele (incumbent) 
 Tim has been in Alaska since the 1980s, and started as a liaison officer on 

research ships with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA). He had the opportunity to see many other areas of the state 
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including Nome, Kodiak, etc. He has worked on a Coastal Zone 
Management Plan in Georgia, as part of the management team for the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

 He has a son, and has been single parent since his wife passed away. He 
previously served on the Anchorage School Board, and has cared a great 
deal about quality education. 

 A member asked for an example of an accomplishment he is proud of, and a 
vision for the next couple years. Tim got involved in Muni budget issues, and 
felt that Spenard Road is a priority. He added amendments in the budget 
including for Spenard, addressing the chronic flooding around Valley of the 
Moon and Arctic, and other road safety improvements. He has also spent 
some time getting to know the various municipal agencies (ML&P, APD, etc.) 
to understand how the city works. 

o Phil Isley (challenger) 
 Phil moved to Alaska in 1964 with his dad, and grew up in Ketchikan. He 

served in the Army National Guard, and retired as a major. He has worked 
on long range planning, mobilization planning, and has worked on budgeting 
for an organization. He has also served as the president of the Moose Lodge 
in Ketchikan, and has experience with Robert’s Rules. 

 Phil got involved with local politics after feeling that more and more things 
are being regulated (such as Title 21). He also started learning more about 
how much the state spends, and what it is getting back (for example, the 
pipeline). He is also interested in prioritizing existing buildings and 
infrastructure, and not spending state or municipal money on new buildings. 
He would like to keep the public discourse based on facts, and encourages 
people to look at the issue of fluoride as a safety issue, by re-considering 
which facts are important. He is also greatly concerned about the state’s 
current fiscal liabilities and potential for increased debt both in the Muni and 
in the state. For example, the long-term obligations for a school bond may 
put Anchorage in a difficult position if the state is not willing to keep paying. 

 He regularly attends Spenard Community Council meetings, as well as 
testifying at some Assembly meetings. 

 A member asked if Phil has a plan for paving or improving Lois Drive? He is 
aware of some talk to improve it, but is not in favor of spending funds on that 
road improvement. 

 He does not align with either party and is an Independent. 
 Visit Phil’s website at: www.philisley.us. 

o Discussion of issues 
 Tim responded to Phil’s comments about the federal government, that 

Anchorage has little control over that. Phil noted that this is true, but their 
decisions have a significant effect on Anchorage. 

 The candidates discussed the school district budget and how solvent the 
district is—Phil noted that the district is running in deficit, but has also 
significant reserves. Tim explained that the district is required to keep an 
emergency reserve, but this reserve is running low. Anchorage has a very 
positive bond rating but when reserves run low, this creates problems. They 
also discussed how effective use of school facilities could alleviate the 
budget. Tim pointed out that labor costs are the highest cost for the district. 
Phil pointed out that it is possible to improve use of resources, such as 
allowing use of the building for more hours of the day or year-round 
schooling, which may allow consolidation into some fewer schools. 
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 A member asked the candidates’ thoughts on the “chronic inebriate” issue in 
Anchorage, and whether it is increasing. 

• Tim toured the Sleep-off Center in Anchorage. He learned that police 
and fire department staff spend a significant amount of time tending 
to individuals who are found on the street. This means that resources 
are taken away from public safety, whereas the sleep-off center staff 
are a better resource to take care of this. In addition, dealing with this 
issue in one area, like Spenard, then it pops up in another area. 
There needs to be more city-wide solutions. He believes there needs 
to be more funding and attention for treatment. 

• Phil has observed that there are several people on the street who 
want to continue living on the street, and there are many resources 
available to them for no cost. He feels that lessening the availability 
of these kinds of resources would convince chronic inebriates to 
change their behavior. He has seen some people with a decent-sized 
income who are still using these resources, and feels that is not right. 

• Bond Propositions on the ballot 
o Loussac Library Entrance (Ronnie Dent, Anchorage Library Foundation). Ronnie 

is a member of the Library Foundation board and presented the bond proposal: the 
Library Foundation has requested $10 million from the legislature, and the Muni has 
allowed a certain amount of funds. The public is being asked to fund approximately 
16% of the project. The Muni and the Assembly members for Westside are in 
support of the project. 

o Check out more about the project and some social media opportunities to be 
involved at www.loussacfuture.org, or you can find it on Twitter #loveloussac. 

o The Library Foundation is asking for a letter of support for this project. 
o Merle Akers asked why, for many of the Project 80s buildings which were built in the 

1980s, there was grant money available for Anchorage to build these, but not 
operations & maintenance funds? Why are Anchorage residents asking the rest of 
the state to pay money? It is especially frustrating that the buildings were not 
necessarily well constructed in the first place – the PAC is another example. 
 Tom McGrath agreed that this seems to be a local issue, not a state issue. 
 Allen Thornhill also agreed, and noted that school facility design has also 

been an issue. It is frustrating to see buildings that were not designed for 
Alaskan climate, and buy Alaska busiinesses. 

Proposed resolution: the Spenard Community Council will approve a letter of support for the 
bond measure to upgrade the Loussac Library entrance (see drafted letter). 

• Discussion 
o [none; see above] 

• Vote: all in favor, none opposed. The resolution passed. Bob will prepare the letter and 
forward it to the appropriate people. 

 
 
6. Ure Park Update – Bob Auth 

• The standalone proposal to re-zone the park land as PLI-P went before the Planning & 
Zoning Commission on March 3. The Lions Club has withdrawn its proposal to build a new 
club building on the property. 

• The proposal was approved to re-zone as PLI-P, a dedicated park. 
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• John Rodda shared that the Parks Department may be considering removing the existing 
building, which would make it a small park with no improvements. There could be good 
opportunities for the community to have input about what would be an appropriate use. 

 
7. Long House Update – Bob Auth 

• A proposed ordinance to change the zoning designation for Supportive Housing Facility, to 
replace Severely Alcohol Dependent housing, is in development. It was scheduled to be 
presented to the Planning & Zoning Committee on March 3, but it has been postponed to 
April 7th. 

• There will hopefully be more information next month, pending the discussion at the P&Z 
meeting. 

• Comments and Discussion 
o Merle Akers from Turnagain Community Council shared what he learned about the 

name change, and that it was based on a lawsuit regarding the zoning designation. 
He has still not found documentation of the actual decision in the case. He believes 
the lawsuit was on behalf of three individuals living in the house about the language 
of the statute. His understanding is that the language change has to be made before 
the Long House project could move forward and receive that designation. 

o Anna commented that she supports the term change because the phrase “severely 
alcohol dependent” is discriminatory and designed to perpetuate a stigma. She is 
happy to see that this phrase will be removed from city ordinance, and has been 
frustrated with Turnagain’s continuing use of this term. 

o Another member asked who is the current owner? She has seen constant police 
activity at the property. She feels that it is the landlord’s responsibility to take care of 
the activities on their property, regardless of who they are. Other members 
concurred that the lack of responsibility is frustrating. 

o Tim Steele noted that this was also an issue at Karluk Manor, and that after RurAL 
CAP took over and created Karluk Manor, the property went from 400 police calls to 
about 70. 

o Phil Isley has concerns that there is not sustainable funding for the Long House, and 
he is concerned about this project not being able to be maintained if it relies on state 
funding. 

 
8. Officers’ Report – Bob Auth, Jason Bergerson, Allen Thornhill, Anna Brawley 
As always, check the Spenard CC website for updated copies of the minutes, an archive of past 
agendas and minutes, and other documents like the bylaws or the map of Spenard’s boundaries! 
Feel free to send in photos of Spenard to feature on the website. 

• President 
o The Assembly has passed an updated Community Councils ordinance, which 

includes updating the bylaws for the Council. Jason Bergerson and Anna Brawley 
will form a committee to review the existing bylaws, reconcile them with the new 
version, and present recommendations to the Council in May. The council will 
tentatively vote in June, or if there are significant changes, in September. 

o Bob attended a Community Council leadership training on Saturday March 1 at the 
BP Energy Center, co-sponsored by the Muni, Parks Foundation, Foraker and 
NeighborWorks. He found it very useful and interesting. One issue that Dennis 
MacMillan spoke on was “generation gap” in community council involvement – most 
people do not get involved until the mid-30s or later. Spenard CC needs to consider 
other ways to get new members involved, particularly younger members! 

• Secretary 
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o Anna attended the Fairview Public Safety Committee meeting on February 27 to 
learn more about what they have been discussing, to share examples from Spenard 
CC, and to start the conversation about the councils working together to address 
this issue. Fairview is considering what conditions they would like to see in 
conditional use permits for package stores or other licenses. Contact her if you are 
interested in being a part of a Spenard liquor committee – we will start gathering 
some information for the April meeting, monitor discussions going on in other 
councils, and reach out to them going forward. 
 Tim Steele offered to ask the City Clerk to determine how many licensees in 

Spenard do not have conditional use permits. He is not sure of the number, 
but there are likely others in Spenard and elsewhere. 

 Anna has gathered some other data about licenses in Spenard and can 
share more information at the April meeting. 

 Jason and Bob suggested having time on the council’s agenda for April to 
discuss this further and come up with a draft resolution in support of some of 
these options, if that’s the will of the council. 

 Members commented on their interest in this, and how councils could 
address this issue. Some members commented on the need to have 
responsible business operators in the neighborhood. 

 Tom pointed out that one of the big problems currently is Walmart, who sells 
a great deal of cheap non-beverage alcohol products like mouthwash. He is 
concerned that the Muni is not willing to push back on big operators, despite 
their being part of the problem. 

 Allen commented about possibility of having a “do not sell” list. The group 
discussed the “red stripe” license, which is only driver’s licenses and not 
state licenses. Would it be possible to have a “do not sell” list based on this? 

• VP / FCC: Jason commented that he and Anna are on the NeighborWorks Anchorage 
board, and other board members and volunteers are involved with community councils 
(Fairview, Mountain View for example). There is more opportunity to build connections 
between councils. 

• Treasurer: There is currently $27,200.89 in the bank account. 
 

9. Old + New Business 
Spenard Farmers Market 

• Mark Butler shared that the Spenard Farmers’ Market will be opening in two months, three 
weeks and 1 day! The season will run May 17 to September 27. 

• There will be two Spenard Bike Nation neighborhood rides on Solstice (June 21) and 
Equinox (September 20). 

• The Farmers Market is looking for board members. Contact Mark Butler if interested! 
• If you are interested in selling at the market, contact the Spenard Farmers Market. It is a fee 

of $20 a week, about a quarter of the cost of participating in other markets. 
Other Matters 

• A member who lives on Barbara commented that he would like to see Spenard remain and 
become even more vibrant. He is concerned about the number of “parking lots” and vehicle-
oriented businesses along Spenard Road, especially between International and Minnesota. 
He would love to see more arts, people-oriented uses and more people along the street in 
the community. He has complained about the proliferation of signs at the new property at 
Spenard and International, and is concerned about some of the trailer park properties in his 
area that seem to not be taken care of. 
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o Other members advised him to be proactive about calling the city with complaints. 
Mark Butler commented that code violations, according to Anchorage ordinance, 
must be driven by complaints—code officers cannot take proactive action. Cora 
Weaver is the contact at the Muni. This creates a violation case in the system that 
can be tracked. 

 
The meeting was moved to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 
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