
Huffman/O’Malley Community Council
It's your HOCC!

February 2012         Newsletter
 

Happy Groundhog Day/Marmot Day and Valentines Day!
 

January Recap:
 

Thanks to all who took their time to attend our January meeting!  It was great to see new 
faces in the audience, and to listen to your concerns.  We hope you enjoyed the meeting and will 
return!  If you know of a neighbor who is not on our list, please forward this Newsletter to them.

Last month’s “Hot Button Issue” discussed the proposed Elmore Road extension from 
Abbott to O’Malley.   Obviously, this issue was of great concern to area residents.  We also discussed 
Title 21, the greenbelt encroachment, the traffic and safety issues surrounding the roundabouts.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Hot Button Issue - 
Public Process for School Site Plan Changes

At the January 9th meeting of the Anchorage School Board, Superintendent Carol Comeau 
announced news that will be appreciated by all Anchorage residents.  

Last summer, the School Board’s Policy Committee created a proposed policy which would 
mandate that major site plan alterations to school grounds go through a public process to allow 
community input.  This would resolve the existing issue in which major site plan changes to public 
facilities are not allowed a public process without Community Council intervention.  It would also 
allow the School Board to have knowledge of proposed changes to the District facilities, important 
because the operating and maintenance costs of these facilities will be borne by the District.

Testifying against this proposed policy, Juneau legislators led by Representatives Craig 
Johnson and Bob Lynn, including Representatives Bill Stoltze (Wasilla), Dan Saddler, Chris Tuck, 
Craig Johnson, Alan Dick (Interior) and Senator Lesil McGuire’s aide.  Each of these elected 
officials threatened to withhold funding to ASD if the School Board allowed the public input or 
themselves wished input into these major projects.

Superintendent Carol Comeau and Mike Abbott have instead instituted a new policy which 
will require a full site plan review of facility site plan changes, and early notification to both area 
Community Councils and nearby home owners organizations.  This means that there will be an 
automatic public review process by both the Municipality and the School Board, and that schools 
and individual school groups must involve the community in their plans from the start.  This 
measure means that individual Community Councils will no longer face harassment (and worse!) 
from their efforts to give their neighbors a voice in the process.  This policy will be continued by the 
new Administration.

It was noted that football stadium funding requests have been submitted by all the remaining 
area high schools, including those that the District have determined too small to include stadiums.  
Thanks to Superintendent Comeau, all of these proposed projects will now require a public 



process and site plan review under these new guidelines.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

 

Energy Efficiency and Rebate Program!
 
The Alaska Craftsman Home Program is offering FREE energy efficiency and rebate program 

courses for homeowners in the Anchorage area.  Check out the information at the bottom of this 
Newsletter!

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Title 21 Update
The Public Hearing on the proposed Title 21 revision will begin next Monday, February 13, at 

the Loussac Library Assembly Chambers at 6:30 pm.  The Assembly Chambers are located on the 
first floor of the Library.

All of the documents are available now at the Muni website www.muni.org or at: http://
www.muni.org/departments/ocpd/planning/pages/default.aspx,

If you want to offer an opinion on this project, you may do so either online or in person at the 
Planning & Zoning Commission meeting.  Individuals are given three minutes to opine.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
 

Upcoming Meeting - Thursday February 16th
 

The next Huffman/O’Malley meeting will be held Thursday, February 16,  at 7 pm.
Items on the agenda will include updates on the Elmore Road proposals, roundabout 

safety, and transportation issues.
Remember the new meeting location at Shepherd of the Hills Church, corner of Elmore 

and Klatt Roads!  Enter through the front door, turn left into the sanctuary, and find the 
stairs in the back.  We meet in the large room at the bottom of the stairs.

If you have an issue you would like to have the Council address, please contact 
hoccpresident@gmail.com or attend the meeting.

*******************************************************
 

Halo Candidate Forum
 
Put it on your calendar now!  HALO will be hosting a Candidate Forum on Thursday, 

March 1st, at 7 pm.  This event will be held at O’Malleys on the Green.
Not only will all candidates be invited, but there will also be representatives for 

each of the ballot propositions and bond packages.  If you have never attended a HALO 
Forum before, you will also discover a wonderful variety of refreshments available and the 
opportunity to ask questions of each of the candidates.

*******************************************************

Vocabulary of the Month:
 
Instead of a Vocabulary word this month, we have been asked to give a brief explanation of the 
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process involved in the Title 21 rewrite.
This proposed Code change was begun under the previous Administration.  A business from 

Colorado, Clarion,  was given a contract to create a revised Land Use Code.  That document was turned 
over to the Planning Department, and since then another contractor offered input.  Throughout the 
process, a number of dedicated individuals provided input and community meetings were held.  

Today, this document is in the hands of the Planning & Zoning Commission, the body that will 
hold Public Hearings on this proposed revision.  The PZC is now in the “worksession” process, tweaking 
the product and verifying uniformity, consistency and expected effects, both financial and social, on 
Anchorage.

The Public Hearing process is where the citizens can once again become involved in the process.  
A series of Public Hearings will be held by the PZC.  Suggested changes will be made by this Commission, 
and the document sent to the Assembly.  The Assembly will then hold another series of Public Hearings 
on this Code revision.  Following this process, the completed document will receive a vote and, if 
adopted, will become law.

You can look at these documents by going to:
http://www.muni.org/departments/ocpd/planning/projects/t21/Pages/Title21Rewrite.aspx

Comments can be submitted online, by snail mail, or at any of the Public Hearings.
 

Is there a word or acronym you would like defined?  Let us know by contacting 
HOCCnewslettereditor@gmail.com

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Just a Random Thought...
In October, 20 above is bitterly harsh....

In February, it’s almost Spring.
********************************************************

 
HOCC - Area Crime Statistics

 
In 2011, a total of 191 crimes were reported/occurred in the HOCC area.  Theft was  the most numerous 
crime reported/committed in our area followed by disturbances and burglaries.  Let’s hope the crime 
statistics are less in 2012.  The number of crimes reported  between January 1 and 30, 2012,  and the 
cumulative count are recorded in the table below.    

 
    
    Crime Types

    
   Monthly #
         of    
   Incidents

   2012
   Yearly
   Total

       
      Crime Types

   
  Monthly #
        of    
   Incidents

    2012
   Yearly
   Total

    Theft 4 4     Liquor violations 0 0

    Assaults 0 0     Disorderly conduct 0 0

    Burglaries 1 1     Prostitution 0 0

    Disturbances 2 2     Vehicle theft 0 0
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    Fraud/Forgery 0 0     Drugs 1 1

    Vandalism 2 2     Drunk problem 0 0

    Weapons 0 0     Homicide 0 0

    DUI 1 1     Arson 0 0

    Robbery 0 0     Other 0 0

    Sexual assults 0 0     Domestic violence 0 0

 
If you are a crime victim, please be sure to report it to the Anchorage Police Department so that the 
information is logged into the MOA’s crime statistics database.      HOCC also wants to remind everyone 
that the APD does not log reports unless you ask for a case number. Please remember, if you are making 
any police report regarding anything from noise to vandalism or suspicious behavior, always ask for a 
case number.

Compiled by Wayne Crayton, HOCC Steering Committee Member.  Information is from Anchorage 
Police Department records at http://crimemap.muni.org/

#################################################
 

From the President’s Desk
 
Thank you to all who gave input on the proposed Elmore Road continuation from 

Abbott to O’Malley.  We appreciated your wonderful input, especially your stories about 
how the intersection upgrades have already affected your property and your lives and your 
concerns about major safety issues.

The role of any Community Council is to serve as your representative, reflecting your 
wishes and needs, addressing your concerns, and informing you of community items.  As 
our ‘mind-reading’ capabilities are minimal, at best, we need to hear from you!

In part due to our relatively short history as a State, our Municipal Charter was truly 
innovative.  It requires Community Councils as a means of effective communication that 
is not found anywhere else.  Our Founders realized that successful governance requires 
participation, and that this system could prove invaluable.

It only works when we all stay informed and involved.  Simply reading this Newsletter 
each month, we hope, will help you keep up with current events.  When you let us know of 
your concerns, we are better able to achieve successful solutions.

Thank you to each of you who took the time to call or email your thoughts.  Working 
together, we hope to effectively address the myriad of issues facing us. 

Pete Nolan, President
Huffman/O’Malley Community Council
hoccpresident@gmail.com

**********************************************
 

Welcome New Members!
Thanks you for your support!  Dues paying members are vital to our mission of two-way 

conversation and grassroots community input.
If you are not yet a dues-paying member, simply use the form at the bottom of this 

newsletter.  Membership fee is only $10 per person each year, and yes, we do accept larger 
contributions (please see instructions below).  For our "snail mail" residents, you can become 
an "email person" by just letting us know, and save us some postage in the process!
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And remember to contact us with your comments and concerns, because YOU CAN make 
a difference!  Feel free to pass this e-Newsletter on to your neighbors, then remind them to 
join.

************************************************************
Yes, I want to become a contributing member of HOCC

Enclosed is my contribution of $10 per person for this year.
 
Name:
 
 
Physical Address:
 
 
Mailing Address:
 
 
Phone (home & other)
 
 
E-Mail
 
 
Comments & Concerns:
 
 
 
Mail to: Huffman/O'Malley Community Council, 1120 Huffman Road,
Suite 24, PMB 420, Anchorage, AK 99515
 

Please note: Donations in a higher amount are greatly appreciated. If you want 
your donation to be tax deductible, please make your check out to: FCC (Federation of 
Community Councils) on behalf of "Huffman O'Malley Community Council".  Please send this 
donation to the above mailing address and a tax deductible receipt will be provided.  Thank 
You!

 
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((())))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

 
The Alaska Craftsman Home Program is offering FREE energy efficiency and rebate program courses for 

homeowners in the Anchorage area.  These classes also provide continuing education for many professional license 
holders.  Classes are held every Monday through Thursday from 7 to 9 pm. 

 
Classes include First Steps: Building Science Basics;  Finding and Fixing Air Leaks;  How to Choose a Contractor;  

Heating & Hot Water Choices;  Energy Savings with Lighting & Appliances;  Healthy Indoor Air through Ventilation;  
Insulating for Savings and Comfort;  Evaluating Doors & Windows; and Ice Dams.  Call 258-2247 to register for any 
class or for more information.



 


