
Turnagain Community Council 
Meeting Minutes March 3, 2011 

 
Cathy Gleason, TCC President, called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm. 
 
I.  Announcements 
 
Cathy Gleason provided a handout with the following announcements and project updates:    
  
Registration NOW OPEN for Anchorage Neighborhood USA Conference May 25-28. Info. 
and registration: www.nusa2011.org.     
  
March 6 — Voter Registration Deadline for the April 5th Regular Municipal Election. Voter 
registration forms can be found online at http://ltgov.state.ak.us/elections, at the Municipal 
Clerk’s office or call the Alaska Division of Elections at 522-8683. 
 
March 17 — TCC Board Meeting, 11:45 a.m.. Muffin Man Café 817, 817 W. 6th Ave.  
Info.: TCC President Cathy Gleason, 248-0442, tccpresident@yahoo.com. 
 
3rd week of March — A public review draft of the West Anchorage District Plan will be 
posted on the Muni Website.  Comments will be due approximately one month following 
the posting. 

 
March 23 — Airport Public Information Meeting on 2011 Construction Projects, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. North (International) Terminal Lobby.  Info:  Mike Lee, Chief Engineer, 266-2738, 
mike.lee@alaska.gov. 
  
March 24 — Anchorage Airport Communications Committee Meeting. 3:30 p.m., north 
end of South Terminal. Info.:  Matt Claman, 350-3105, mattclaman@gmail.com. 
 
March 24 — West Anchorage Assembly Candidate Forum. 6:30-8:30 p.m.,  
Spenard Recreation Center, 2020 W. 48th Ave.  
This is a jointly sponsored event by North Star, Sand Lake, Spenard and Turnagain Community 
Councils. Info.: TCC President Cathy Gleason, 248-0442, tccpresident@yahoo.com. 
 
March 25 — Planning & Zoning Commission public hearing on Resolution to legalize a 
nonconforming lot at 2608 W. 30th Ave. Info.: Andrew Ingram, 830-7319, 
andrewingram@ak.net. 
 
April 5 — Municipal Elections — please vote! 
  
April 6 – Platting Board nonpublic hearing for Fire Station at McRae Rd. and Spenard Rd.  
1st time extension request for a preliminary plat previously approved on June 3, 2009. Info.:  
Charleston Yu, 273-1830, cyu@LCMF.com. 
 



April 7 — Turnagain Community Council Meeting. 7:00 p.m., Turnagain Elementary 
School Library, 3500 W. Northern Lights Blvd.  Info.: TCC President Cathy Gleason, 248-
0442, tccpresident@yahoo.com. 
 
April 11 — Planning & Zoning Commission public hearing on a Minor amendment to a 
Conditional Use to reflect the platted boundary approved February 2, 2011, for AWWU 
Pump Station 10, 6:30 p.m., Assembly Chambers Loussac Library.  Info:  Paul Hatcher, 
AWWU, 564-2763. 
 
April 14 (postponed from March 10) — Heritage Land Bank Advisory Commission public 
hearing on the 2011 HLB Work Program and 2012-2016 Five-Year Plan.  11:30 a.m., 1st 
Floor Permit & Development Center, 4700 Elmore Rd, Conf. Rm. 170.  Info.:  Acting 
Director Tammy R. Oswald, 343-7986, hlb@muni.org. 
 
April 15 — Deadline for EARLY Registration — Anchorage Neighborhood USA 
Conference May 25-28 ($200).  After April 15th, registration fee is $350. Info. and registration: 
www.nusa2011.org.    
 
New Alaska Redistricting Website — Contains information about the upcoming legislative 
redistricting process that is done every 10 years after the federal Census. Info.:  
www.akredistricting.org 
 
PROJECT UPDATES: 
 
West Anchorage District Plan:  A public review draft will be posted on the Muni website 
the 3rd week of March.  It will be open for comments for approximately one month.  A 
longer public hearing phase of the Plan will follow this first review.  Thede Tobish will be at the 
TCC April 7th meeting to provide an overview. 
 
Airport Part 150 Noise Study Update:  TCC will be notified when the public participation 
phase of this project will start.  Probably won’t be for at least a couple of months.  
 
Lyn Ary Park Master Plan  APPROVED by the Planning & Zoning Commission with 
some amendments on 2/7/11.  TCC submitted a letter containing our resolution and urged 
support and implementation of the plan.   
 
AWWU Pump Station 10 Request for subdivision of an unsubdivided tract & waiver 
request APPROVED by the Planning & Zoning Commission 2/2/11.  TCC provided 
testimony in opposition. 
 
Cathy Gleason announced that Mark Wiggin, former TCC President agreed to re-join the 
board.   
 
II. Minutes 
 
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes, and passed unanimously.   



 
II. Committee Reports 

 
A. NUSA Convention and South Addition-Turnagain Neighborhood Tour Committee.   
 
TCC and South Addition Community Councils are doing a joint NUSA Tour, which will begin 
in South Addition and end in Turnagain and with dinner at a yet to be determined location. The 
Committee will meet between now and March 15 at FCC and or other locations.   
 
B. The TCC Aviation Committee.   
 
President Cathy Gleason gave this report.  There is no Chair for this committee since the former 
Chair Pat Kelly has the Board.  The Committee met on February 15 and Steve Strait joined them 
and discussed a meeting for the Airport Advisory Commission meeting in January in Juneau.  
Had some lively discussions about the Airport Aviation Commission and Steve thinks that 
Committee is the key to making headway with the airport, although the committee has some 
concerns. The Committee is in flux because of a lack of a Chair and a loss of members so there 
was some discussion of making up a joint Spenard-Sand Lake-TCC group. There was some 
dissent.  TCC Member Gloria Manni asked if there was input from Spenard and Sand Lake?  The 
response a joint Community Council Presidents meeting at Assembly Member Ernie Hall’s 
home, Spenard Community Council thought it was a good idea. A next meeting is not scheduled.   

 
C. Anchorage Airport Communications Committee 
 
Matt Claman, Chair of the Anchorage Airport Communications Committee, reported that on 
February 10, the AACC had its first Strategic Meeting. There was some good discussion and the 
next follow up meeting will be in April and will focus on what the Committee wants to 
communicate and how to communicate.  We want the airport to do a better job of 
communicating to the community. The next meeting is March 24 at the Airport Director’s Office 
at 3:30.  There has been some discussion about the Kulis Air Base closing, but it is currently a 
non-issue because of the economy.  There was a question regarding notice of public meetings.  
Sen. French responded that he will work with Rep. Holmes on the issue of public meetings.  Matt 
Claman commented that some issues at the airport involving business and cargo may not have 
public issues and we understand that, but that doesn’t mean that other issues before the airport 
should not be public.  Gloria Manni commented that the purpose of the public meeting notice is 
not to manage the airport business, but for the airport to be a good neighbor; Matt Claman 
agreed.  Another question was whether Anchorage International Airport income is used to fund 
other airports in Alaska?  The response from Sen. French and Mark Butler is that there is a 
general airport fund that funds both AIA and Fairbanks International Airport, which is a backup 
airport, as well as one other airport in western Alaska.  AIA and Fairbanks are the rare airports 
owned by the State not the city.  A final comment about the airport concerned the airport 
updating its public lands survey.  Matt Claman suggested asking the question at the next meeting 
when the AIA representative is at the TCC meeting next month.       
   



III. Legislative Report  
 

Sen. French gave the report in person because many of the state legislators are in Washington, 
D.C. for an energy conference and there isn’t a quorum for some committees.   Sen. French 
discussed the Watana Dam, where there is $60 million requested for the Alaska Energy 
Authority to construct the Watana Dam.  The dam is much smaller that it used to look like and 
on the Susitna River and could supply about ½ the power to southcentral Alaska.   Sen. French is 
also working on a state wide pre-kindergarten program.  There is a fact sheet from the Federal 
Reserve of Minnesota that a person who attends kindergarten earns 30% more than someone who 
doesn’t!  There is a pilot program in the state of Alaska, but it was zero funded by House of 
Representative.  Sen. French is working on the governor’s tuition based scholarship program.  
They are considering funding $3 for merit based and $1 for needs based scholarships.  However, 
Sen. French said the State needs to address needs based as well as merit.  Sen. French said that 
next week the legislature will be back to work on oil taxes to determine if the State can grant tax 
concessions in exchange for investments.  Sen. French addressed the Affordable Care Act – the 
federal health care act, and noted that we’ll see what the US Supreme Court says about the law.  .  
The Florida judge says the law should not be stayed.  All those insurance reforms in the law are 
good, such as insurance companies can’t drop insured people if they reach a dollar limit, can’t 
drop people because of pre-existing conditions, and kids can be covered until age 26.  Sen. 
French sated the Governor is increasing by eight the number of VPSOs in Bush Alaska.  The 
Goose Creek Prison budget fiasco is making everyone think about more rehabilitation.  If the 
state spends targeted amounts to rehabilitate, it will reduce the cost of new prisons.   
 
A question for Sen. French was that House Bill 110 is the oil tax bill, but would like to hear more 
about tax credits.  The response was that BP has not invested in Alaska even when oil taxes were 
low.  If the legislature rolls back the oil taxes by $2 billion, there is no way to make the oil 
companies invest in Alaska.  The way to resolve this is to require the oil companies to invest in 
Alaska, and then they’ll get credit of 30% back.   
 
A question concerned the tax incentives for film industry.  Sen. French supports it and he signed 
on as a co-sponsor to Sen. Johnny Ellis bill.  
 
A question was asked about last night’s meeting AEA meeting on Watana Dam and the fact that 
the AEA Director wasn’t there, even though this is $4 billion project, which will be the biggest 
project the State of Alaska has been involved. The Director supposedly had to stay in Juneau 
because of the legislature was in session.  But the person pointed out that the legislature really 
wasn’t in session because most of the legislators (as Sen. French noted earlier) were in 
Washington, D.C. Many neighbors were there with questions.  A similar question was that the 
era of the mega-dams is over because the big dams did not produce the economic benefits that 
they thought it would produce.  Another question was whether AEA is going to pay back the $4 
billion and the response was about ½ will be bonded and the other half will be infrastructure.  A 
comment was that that attendees expected more information.  A question was why not form a 
consortium of power companies and have the power companies run the program?  Sen. French’s 
response was that wouldn’t happen because many electric utilities are dysfunctional.    
 
 III.   Anchorage Assembly Candidates  



 
Cathy Gleason announced that each of the Assembly Candidates has a short time for introduction 
and a few questions, but reminded everyone that most questions can be asked at the March Joint 
Community Council Forum. 
   
A. Harriet Drummond.  Harriet is currently serving on the Assembly and has been in Alaska 
since 1976, and was elected to ASD Board in 1994 and then ran for Assembly in 2008.  She has 
been involved with Community Councils and was the Chair of North Star Community Council 
and Chair of the FFC and now is representing west Anchorage.  She has attended most of the 
community council meetings since 2008 and is learning about Sand Lake, Taku Campbell, and 
Spenard.  There are 45,000 people in the West Anchorage District. Harriet stated that ASD gave 
her the experience from Girdwood to Mirror Lake.  She appreciates the chance to serve the 
residents of West Anchorage.   
    
B. Liz Vasquez.  Liz moved into Anchorage in 1983, and has been in West Anchorage for 
the last 13 years.  She has been involved with Chugach Electric Association for the last 5 years 
and has learned how to stand up to special interests and promises to be an independent critical 
thinker on the Assembly.  She said she will question how much will it cost? is it in the tax payers 
best interests?  and has been able to say no to all of the special interest collective bargaining 
agreements, because of the overly generous benefits, and extravagant contracts.  Her term at 
CEA will be up April 5.   
 
C. Peter Olson.  Peter is running for the Westside Assembly seat.  He grew up on the east 
side and lived in Jewell Lake area for last 15 years.  He has coached little league, boys and girls 
soccer teams. 
 
There was a question regarding West Anchorage District Plan interacting with the AIA and being 
more responsive to the local plan.  Liz Vasquez answered that she will dig into the details of the 
plan.  She lives two blocks from the airport and it does it has a history of doing first and then 
consulting with the neighborhood.  She stated that energy is an issue that our community will 
have to address.  The airport is another issue.  Like some collective bargaining agreements gave 
55 paid days of holiday and leave.  Peter Olson answered that he would work to get the details 
and try to develop a spirit of communication with the airport.  He lives near the airport.  Harriet 
Drummond answered that she has been serving on Title 21 Land Use Re-write Plan since she has 
been on the Assembly.  Title 21 is the overarching plan that governs these District Plans, like the 
West Anchorage District Plan, and the Airport is also in Title 21, but that section is reserved and 
has not been addressed.  The Comprehensive Plan, the 2020 Plan, is supposed to cover every 
community, but there aren’t funds to pay for a district plan for every community throughout 
Anchorage.  The Land Use plans have to be re-written so that we can use the land we have 
efficiently.  We cannot afford to live in our city with large lots.    
 
IV. Bond Issue on Ballot April 5, 2011 
 A. ASD Bonds  

Mike Price, ASD Facilities, and Jeff Friedman, School Board member for 8 years, 
discussed the ASD Bonds.   



1. Prop. 1 includes bonds for Service High remodel, the total is $68 million but thee 
is $10 million in prior bonds, $37 million from the state, and 60% of the balance 
is eligible for debt reimbursement from the State of Alaska.  Service High is 40 
years old and ½ of it was remodeled and this bond would finish the project. 

2. Another bond proposal is for $16.8 million in district wide electrical upgrades, 
new roofs and is eligible for 60-70% debt reimbursement. 

3. Another bond proposal is for Vocational Education Projects at mostly high 
schools.  Currently, ASD can’t do a med tech lab in a regular HS classroom 
because they need sinks more room.  There are no additional operational costs and 
no additional space requirements.  It is really important and we want to support 
people who want to go to college but we need some basic training in high school 
so people can get the technical training they need to get jobs after high school.  

4. A question was asked about whether there is information online about what is the 
current bonded indebtedness for ASD.  The response was that on the website on 
the top center there is a tab for “Bonds.”  Or you can ask the question online and 
someone will contact you.  ASD pays $50-58 million per year to pay off debt.  
Since 2008, $148 million has been retired. ASD has paid off about twice as much 
as it had bonded in the last few years.   

B. Anchorage Tomorrow made presentations on propositions 4, 5, and 6.   
1. Proposition 4 is ARDSA (Anchorage Road Drainage and Sewage Area) project 

for $34 million, which are more general projects and focus on rehab of existing 
structures.  The new projects are shovel ready projects.  There are a lot of area 
wide improvements to comply with the ADA, Traffic Calming, etc. to fit the 
needs of the community.  It is the smallest road bond in over 10 years.  There is a 
lot of state matching for state legislative grants.  The annual expenses are $10 for 
$100,000 of assessed value or $30 for a $300,000.   

2. Proposition 5 has several parts:  $3 million for parks; $500,000 on going rehab for 
all of Anchorage Parks, including $1 million for the Coastal Trail in this area; and 
another $200,000 for trees and bridge upgrade; the Anchorage Football upgrade 
for $1 million; and finally, $500,000 for Sports. 

3. Proposition 6 is for $948,000 and there are 5 parts to transit bond – new busses 
and vehicles; ADA upgrades and upgrades to existing facilities, upgrades to 
operating systems, bus and other capital upgrades, and an ambulance replacing 
system.  This bond is great return for investment because the FTA will match $4 
to $9 for every $1 the Municipality spends!   Q:  What effort will be made to let 
public know we’ll get money back from the feds?  R:  Harriet Drummond noted 
that the fact that the ambulance replacement is part of this proposition will be a 
draw.   

4. Comments were:  Please vote on Tuesday, April 5!   

• Ernie Hall said that the total is $40 million and we are paying bond debt down 
$50 million this year.   

• The Anchorage Parks Foundation has developed an incredible relationship with 
the Anchorage Parks and Recreation where $345,000 was put into the parks, and 
we got over $1 million with matching contributions from the Parks Foundation.   

 
V. Lyn Ary Park Litigation Update. 



Bob Owens Municipal Attorney gave an update on the Lyn Ary Park litigation.  There was an 
article in the paper a couple of days ago.  The background is that there is a small community 
garden that is not officially dedicated park land.  It is not protected as park land.  One of the parts 
of the Lyn Ary Master Plan is to dedicate that area.  That park and the other land along the 
coastal trail is involved in litigation.  For 1 ½ years there has been no activity in the lawsuits and 
there was a settlement offer from the plaintiffs to purchase the land.  The progress was very 
slow.  As of February 15, the Assembly members were getting calls and Bob briefed the 
Assembly.  The article in the paper said there was a vote in exec session; the response was that 
the Assembly was not particularly interested in selling the property.  Monday the plaintiffs filed 
a status report and a motion to get new attorneys and also a motion to dismiss a pending motion.  
So the case is back in litigation mode.  A new judge will be assigned, probably Judge Pfeiffer.    
A question was asked about whether the negotiations are done in public court.  The response was 
the efforts to get and determine the terms of the offer were not, but before the property can be 
sold it would before the Assembly.  The lawsuit is public record.  Another question was how do 
people follow the litigation?  The response was that the court system has an on-line system called 
“Court View” and you can follow the filings on the case and note the hearing dates.  The case 
name is Fink v. Municipality.  Q.  How did the case end back in litigation?  The Response was 
the since the Moa said we’re not interested in selling, the Plaintiffs filed a status report.  As a 
result, there will be a scheduling conference for the new deadlines up to trial.  Almost 2 years 
ago, Bob Owens filed a motion to dismiss because he believes the case was filed after the statute 
of limitations had run.  The plaintiffs have to respond and is the next big step.  The plaintiffs 
have not responded and assuming there is oral argument after that the judge will rule.  This is 
different case that the Pete’s Place case before Judge Span.  Bob asked for the plaintiff’s 
response to be due March 18, but they have asked to respond in late May.  But even so, Bob’s 
position is that it doesn’t’ take a lot of math to calculate the date the city got the deed to the time 
the lawsuit was filed.  A comment was made that this litigation is of great interest to the TCC but 
also to the community as a whole.  Mark Wiggin ahs kept everyone abreast of the issues.  Thanks 
to Bob Owens for representing the Community and the Muni on this issue.   
 
V.  Assembly Report  
 
The Assembly report was taken out of order, after the bonds discussion and Lyn Ary Park 
discussion.  Harriet Drummond addressed that other MOA Bond Issues:   

1. Replacement ladder truck $1 million.  
2. APD headquarters has a computer room that operates 24/7 365 days and they need a 

temperature stabilizer and have proposed a $250,000 bond.   
3. Disabled veteran widow or widower under age 60 question is on the ballot.  Currently, 

disabled vets and those over 65 have tax exemption up to $150,000, but their widow or 
widower under 60 does not.   

4. Should MOA require photo ID on every liquor sale within the MOA is another question 
on the ballot.  Brown Jug has all stores at 100% ID right now.  The liquor industry will 
not be supporting the proposal, but will be checking the temperature of the community.  
The issue is that industry said customers didn’t like it. There is now a red stripe on the 
IDs of persons who have DUIs, but there is no way to enforce it because people can use 
passport or other ID to purchase liquor. 



Ernie Hall spoke about the downtown business partnership and downtown businesses that are 
having issues with parking downtown.  There is no consistent enforcement of parking 
downtown.  So APD would use recruits for the academy to write tickets.  So when there was an 
academy there could 28 recruits, but after there were no academies, there is no one to write the 
tickets.  Businesses were doing some experiments to see how long cars could stay and not pay.  
Patrick Flynn and Ernie drafted a charter amendment and give the Assembly the authority to 
grant to ACDA limited authority to writing expired meter or parking violations – not expired 
plates, not studded tires – in the downtown corridor.  The proposal is strictly limited.  The 
practice will be that they will void the ticket if the person walks up when ACDA is writing the 
ticket.  The purpose is not a revenue generator.  There is no tax burden on the taxpayers.  ACDA 
receive no city funding.  We do subsidize the police force when they do police enforcement.  We 
spend hundreds of thousands of dollars on training police officers so it doesn’t make sense to 
assign them to write tickets.  Two officers would then be on patrol doing police work, not 
parking enforcement.  This is something the business people really need.      
 
Assembly Member Hall also gave an update on the Spenard Road project He met with the North 
Star Business Group.  There is still a concern about parking in Spenard because the way the 
zoning is people are required to have so much parking and in redoing Spenard Road some of the 
businesses will lose parking.  Arctic Boulevard took so long and affected businesses, so Ernie 
Hall is working to get two people from TCC for a total of 10 people to meet with the Planning 
Department about how they will approach the project and how it will be managed so as little 
harm as possible will occur to the businesses.  Twenty nine businesses filed a petition with Ernie 
Hall that they are in support of three lane road.  The meetings will be in the next 6-8 weeks 
possibly at Spenard Rec Center, and others will be able to sit in and observe the meetings.  AT 
the Spenard Community Council meeting last night, they agreed that they have been at it for 6 
months, if we need 2-3 more months, which will be worth it to achieve a good product.  There 
are about 85 businesses in the Spenard area.  People are starting to recognize the road is not safe, 
but the concern is the harm to business and parking.  30th to Minnesota. 
 
Assembly Member Hall reported on the Campbell Creek Estuary.  The Greatland Trust has done 
all of the cleanup and all of the old cars are off the property.  Some final cleanup will need to 
happen when the snow melts.  All of the cleanup was at no cost.  Ernie Hall also reported that 
Spenard has benefited from Community Action Policing because there is a big reduction in crime 
in Spenard, and now the CAP Team is going to Sand Lake Community and they have been 
asking for this for some time.   
There was a question regarding the ballots that were voted on at a prior TCC meeting on Spenard 
Road.  Ernie Hall said that the ballots have not been tallied, but they’ll be tallied real soon.  As to 
the TCC members on Spenard, who do you want?  Love to see people that are unbiased, open 
minded, and then help make a decision.  Two people to make the commitment to be the oversight 
for the project until we cut the ribbon – it’s a long term commitment.       
  
VI. Comments from the Floor and Agenda Items for April  
   

• Municipal Arborist will be at the April meeting to discuss invasive grass at 
Westchester Lagoon 

• Update on the Wendy’s Way Property Acquisition 



• Update on the HLB 5 year Work Plan 

• Planning Dept will update TCC on the West Anchorage District Plan 

• Frank Keene commented that Lloyd Steele Balto Seppala Park is unsightly and 
unsafe.  It’s unsafe for the school kids who traverse the parks.  The winds that 
we’ve had fairly constantly since November and have knocked down trees and 
limbs.  Our parks committee needs to get active and get these areas cleaned up.  
Frank would really like to see our parks committee to get going to solve these 
problems.  The southwestern part of Lloyd Steele Park has grown over.  There are 
multiple trails that the school kids are using but the trees are browsing areas for 
moose.  The moose are pretty docile and this probably needs to be some clearing.  
We should probably talk to the parks department.  Frank recalls that when this 
was discussed that volunteers from various areas cleaned up trees.  Harriet said lat 
night at Spenard the Municipal Forester, Scott Streeter, spoke regarding the down 
trees.  It’s not something a few people can do.  Don’t haul the timber away but 
use the chipper and leave it on the ground.  That’s what the forester said last 
night.  Frank would like to get involved and Cathy will set up a meeting.  Set up a 
list for cleanup day and BP has volunteer to come out and help cleanup.  Early 
May is cleanup day.   

 
Meeting adjourned 9:07.   
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Barb Jones, Secretary-Treasurer   

 
 

 

 


