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Turnagain Community Council 
Meeting Minutes September 2, 2010 

 
Breck Tostevin, TCC President, called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
I.    Announcements/Committee Reports 
 
Breck Tostevin announced that ACS contacted him and stated they were going 
to put in a cell tower on top of an existing Chugach Electric utility pole at Aero 
and Northern Lights instead of at the Methodist Church.  Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved the project and it should be installed in the fall. 
 
The Balto Seppala Boardwalk Project has started work on the gravel path, but no 
work on the actual boardwalk; Frank Keene spoke to the Parks Dept. and 
contractor and was told they didn’t need volunteers. 
 
Merle Akers reported that the Lake Hood Advisory Committee has not yet been 
formed.  There was a meeting of some “stakeholders,” on August 19th but they 
haven’t decided who is going to be on the Committee or how members will be 
chosen.  TCC rep. Merle Akers and alternative Cathy Gleason expressed TCC’s 
desire to be able to choose their own representatives on the committee.  A Lake 
Hood Pedestrian Study was done, which involved interviewing pedestrians and 
pilots during a two-week period.  Although the majority of those interviewed didn’t 
find a big problem, there were a vocal number of pilots that have seen conflicts 
and feel this needs to be addressed.  The study just contains data collection and 
makes no recommendation; it will be finalized soon.  The airport is moving ahead 
with the installation of a gate and fencing at the Lake Hood strip to stop 
pedestrian/bike traffic from using the taxiway.  
 
Cathy Gleason announced that the Anchorage Airport Communications 
Committee met on August 25, 2010.  The group tabled its agenda item to discuss 
goals because there was no representation from Sand Lake.   There was an 
update on the Kulis Land Use Plan; a brief update on EPA rules on de-icing; a 
report on airport traffic; passenger traffic is similar to 2009 and cargo traffic is up 
- approaching 2006-2007 peak levels; a discussion on the UPS pilot layoffs; a 
report on a recently held Air Cargo Summit, attended by 18 air cargo carriers, 
who are already clients of the airport.  The airport is marketing more cargo 
transfer business at TSAIA.  Gleason requested that a list of the various airport 
stakeholder/user/advisory groups be put together for the next meeting, so that 
everyone has a big picture of who is providing input to the airport. The next 
meeting is October 21, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Breck Tostevin noted that a flyer has been put together describing different TCC 
volunteer opportunities and encouraged everyone to look it over.  TCC officer 
and board elections will be held in November. 
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Enstar Gas will be coming to the October meeting. 
 
Pat Redmond announced that people are needed to serve as election or precinct 
board members on November 2, 2010.  Call the Division of Elections. 
 
II.    Minutes (This item was taken out of order.) 
 
The May and June minutes were presented and a motion was made by Pat 
Redmond and seconded by Pat Kelly to approve the minutes.  The motion 
passed. 
 
III.    Assembly Report 
 
Assembly Member Ernie Hall gave the Assembly report.  Assembly Member 
Harriet Drummond was on an airplane and sends her regrets.   
 
 The Assembly meetings have been very short this summer.  The most 

important issue was the forensic audit that was returned to the Assembly for 
2008-2009; the audit reports that there was fault on both sides:  Mayor Begich 
didn’t provide enough budget information to the Assembly, but the Assembly 
should have asked for more information.   

 The Assembly spent some time dealing with the MDA fill the boot issue.  The 
MDA fundraising will start tomorrow and only off-duty firemen will be 
participating and no fire trucks will be parked along the major intersections.   

 Assembly Member Hall spend a great deal of time with Spenard community 
members and businesses working to resolve issues on the Spenard Road 
project to seek resolution on items, such as whether there should 2 lanes v. 3 
lanes; speed limits, and public parking.   

 Regarding the issue of the Lyn Ary Park Memorial Garden lawsuit or property 
owners submitting a proposal to buy the property, nothing has been raised 
with the Assembly and Hall will notify Mark Wiggin as soon as that may 
happen.  Mark Wiggin is gathering signatures in support of TCC’s past 
resolution opposing a land purchase proposal. 

 The Assembly will be spending a great deal of time on the 2011 budget. The 
shortfall is projected at $8-$18 million if the Municipality taxes to the cap.  The 
Mayor must deliver the budget to the Assembly by October 1.   

 A pre-public review draft of the Anchorage West District Plan was delivered to 
TCC reps and the organizers initially asked for a 2-week response time, but it 
was extended until the end of September.  When the Anchorage West District 
Plan Planning Group returns it to the planning department, the complete plan 
will go to the community for review, and then a final plan will go to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the Assembly. 

 Questions for Assemblyman Hall included a question about the result of 
Mayor’s four public workshops over the summer regarding the 2011 budget. 
Hall reported that the people who put the meetings together did a really good 
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job.  The message was pretty consistent that people are willing to pay for the 
services that they are receiving.  There was not a sense to slash the budget. 
The report should be coming out with the budget in the next few weeks.  The 
same sense as to the outcome of the budget meetings was echoed by Breck 
Tostevin and Pat Redmond, who attended one session:  people wanted to tax 
to the cap; they wanted to have additional revenue, such as a sales tax. 

 
IV.        Legislative Report 
 
Rep Lindsey Holmes gave the legislative report; Sen. French sends his regrets.   
 Rep. Holmes sent a letter to UPS regarding the pilot layoff.   
 She has been involved in hearings on meth labs regarding legislation from 

2006.  The meth labs seem to have been eliminated, but there is still a meth 
addiction problem.   

 There is a group of elected officials from Argentina coming to Alaska as part 
of a US State Department program.  Rep. Holmes traveled to South Korea 
last year.   

 Rep. Holmes will be getting an award from the American Cancer Society for 
working to fight obesity in children in Alaska.   

 She has done an APD ride-along and will be going on a number of prison 
tours to prepare for the next session. 

 The MOA is beginning to do “district tours” to determine a list of priorities for 
Capital Improvement Projects.  A number of items from the 2010 TCC CIP list 
were funded, but others were vetoed.  If there are other things not on the CIP 
list that TCC wants funded, please let her know.   

 There was a comment and question about whether the Airport is required to 
give public notice for its meetings.  Rep. Holmes will look into it with legislative 
lawyers. 

 
V.        AWWU Sewer Line Project 
 
AWWU discussed a sewer line replacement project, starting at Turnagain Street, 
and then moving to 29th Street and Wisconsin Street.  A problem was identified 
last fall during the repair at Turnagain Street between W. Northern Lights and 
29th Street:  the 48” line has eroded from a wall depth of 6” to 2”.  It is a large 
sewer line that takes about ½ of Anchorage’s sewage.  The line was put in 1941. 
 The contractor selected for the project is BC Excavations. The line will not be 
dug up, but instead, a slip line will be put in at limited access points. The project 
construction is scheduled to begin September 20 and will end for the year in mid-
October; it will be completed in 2011. There is a different project to fix the water 
service for the lot at Turnagain Street and W. Northern Lights.  That project is 
calculated to start September 7 and finish October 7.  Was there a detected 
leakage in the sewer line? No. The new slippage pipe is not concrete, it is a 
fiberglass compound and it will not erode as easily as the old concrete pipe.   A 
comment was asked about CEA.  A mailer was sent out to the local neighbors 
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impacted by the project.  Will traffic be stopped completely?  There will be road 
shutdowns:  Turnagain Street will be shutdown for 2 weeks, but there will be 
complete access.  In response to a question, the speaker stated, this project has 
nothing to do with the storm sewers and encourage the TCC member who had a 
problem with storm sewers to call street maintenance. 
 
VI.        Lake Hood Airstrip Property Acquisition Environmental Assessment 
Comments 
 
 The TCC Board prepared comments for the EA regarding DOT property 

acquisition of residential lots at the end of Wendy’s Way to remove the homes 
from the Lake Hood Airstrip Runway Protection Zone.  The TCC Board 
comments covered several items, but the main issue of discussion at the 
meeting was how should the property look after the six structures are 
removed, including revegetation and fencing.  DOT officials attended the 
meeting and stated they have a concern about illegal camping or dumping on 
the property, so they want to limit access, but DOT stated no decision on 
fencing has been made.  There is no plan to plant trees, but shrubs plantings 
and a fence can be put in. The TCC requests that no existing trees be 
removed.  The plan is not to remove any existing trees, but they may have to 
trim limbs when houses and utilities are removed.  There is an approved list of 
native grasses and shrubs that they can use, but they don’t want plants that 
attract waterfowl. They need to seed in some manner to avoid erosion. It was 
suggested to allow the area to naturally revegetate itself with native species to 
blend in with what exists to the south. 

 There was extensive discussion about fencing, including leaving it where it is; 
moving it to the new limits of the property, moving it somewhere in between or 
removing it completely. The Board saw some merit in leaving the fence where 
it is. One comment was then there is an uncontrolled open space that could 
become an attractive nuisance. Some of the neighbors in that area like the 
chain link fence, and would not want a wooden slat fence. It saves money not 
to change the fence. It would be difficult to put the fence on the curb at the 
new airport boundary line and would be more favorable to leave it where it is 
or to move it somewhere behind the curb.  Another suggestion was to leave at 
least a sidewalk between the road and the fence.  In the end, DOT stated that 
FAA might have guidelines on fencing and security that will dictate where it 
should be placed. 

 Will valuation of remaining homes in Wendy’s Way be negatively affected?  
Don’t think so, views of the GA area and wooded area south of fence will be 
improved. 

 Will the Airport tear up the road? There will be no change to the road.  
 DOT stated that there are no plans to vacate or replat.  The TCC commented 

that the airport should go through the local rezone process to designate the 
property as a Runway Protection Zone and replat to remove lot lines. What 
kind of use can be made by the property once the airport retains it?  It is an 



 5 

area of land that cannot be developed: no structures of any kind, no parking 
lot; no active park activities.  A comment was made that on the south end of 
the RPZ, there are airplanes parked etc.  Project manager agrees, but states 
he is only fixing one end. There is an RPZ at the end of each strip - he 
disagrees with his associate that parking is allowed.  A statement was made 
that John Parrott committed that no parking would be located in the vacated 
area at a public meeting, but his commitment is only as long as he is in his 
current position. DOT stated that fencing would not be an impediment for the 
airport to extend the runway, if a decision is made to do so by the airport, but 
that the airport master plan does not include an extension of the runway. It 
was suggested that TCC put in its comment letter that the members would 
oppose any extension of the airstrip to the north 

 The TCC members asked questions regarding salvaging reusable materials, 
and the DOT officials stated this would be up to the salvage company, which 
will be based on the low bid.  

 DOT approached ADP and AFD, asking if they wanted to use the properties 
for training.  Both the Fire Dept. and the APD SWAT team expressed interest 
in doing so.  TCC supported the idea, but only if nonflammable training was 
conducted, so that air pollution would not affect area residents and building 
materials could be salvage.   

 
Barb Jones moved to include the pros and cons of fencing options, as discussed, 
In the TCC Board comment letter.  The motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Pat Redmond moved to approve the letter as amended.  The motion was 
seconded; it passed unanimously. 
 
DOT said they are expecting property appraisals by the end of October and are 
also waiting for FAA funding.  In the spring, they will send letters of offer to the 
effected property owners. 
 
VII.        TCC Adoption of Lyn Ary Memorial Garden 
 
For several years, members of the TCC have done quite a bit of work on the Lyn 
Ary Park Memorial Garden.  This summer, there was a work party at the end of 
June where weeds were pulled, weed fabric and bark mulch were put down and 
flowers were planted. Dan and Cathy Gleason have also pulled weeds at the 
garden.  The TCC Board proposed that TCC formally adopt the memorial garden, 
which would require signing an agreement with the Parks Dept.  The adoption 
would probably include, at minimum, watering, if necessary, weeding at certain 
intervals and regular trash pick up.  Pat Redmond thought it was a good idea and 
TCC should have sign-up sheets at the meeting to encourage participation. 
 
Barb Jones moved that TCC formally adopt the Memorial Garden at Lyn Ary Park 
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for the next two years.  There was some discussion that we need to develop a 
policy statement and have other people join or other organizations help.  It was 
agreed, but there was no change to the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
The Board will submit the application. 
 
In June, $250.00 worth of bark mulch for the Memorial Garden was received from 
the Anchorage Park Foundation and it was suggested that if we have sufficient 
funds in the TCC account, that we reimburse them. TCC Secretary-Treasurer 
Barb Jones reported that we have $890 of discretionary funds in the TCC 
account.  Pat Redmond moved that TCC donate up to $250.00 to the Anchorage 
Parks Foundation, but encouraged attendees to donate and that TCC could 
cover the balance.   The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
It was noted that Dan and Cathy Gleason donated $250 for the weed fabric for 
the June work party at the Memorial Garden. 
 
VIII.        West Anchorage District Plan Update 
 
Breck Tostevin reported that a pre-public review draft of the WADP was given to 
the Planning Group members to read and comment on by Sept. 30. Breck and 
Cathy Gleason are the TCC reps on the Planning Group. The Planning Dept. 
hopes to release a public comment draft by the end of the year.  Next year, it will 
go to the P&Z Commission and then to the Assembly for approval. 
 Assemblyman Ernie Hall deserves a big thanks for working with the Planning 
Dept. on getting an extension of comment time for the Planning Group. 
        
Phil Isley introduced himself; he will be on the ballot in November running for 
state representative against Lindsey Holmes. 
 
IX.        End of the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Barb Jones, TCC Secretary Treasurer 
 


