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Executi ve Summary
The master planning process for Lyn Ary 
Park has been undertaken with the guidance 
of the Turnagain Community Council (TCC) 
and the Lyn Ary Park Community Advisory 
Committ ee (CAC). Over the years, Lyn Ary 
Park has experienced development and 
growth that has been guided by the TCC and 
the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA). The 
community has expressed a strong desire to 
formalize recent discussions delineated in 
neighborhood resoluti ons in the form of a 
Master Plan that would provide for the future 
development and management of the Park.  
The TCC passed a resoluti on on December 
6th, 2007 and amended it on January 3rd, 
2008 that called for “a Master Plan for Lyn 
Ary Park that includes landscaped entrances, 
recogniti on of the Park’s historical signifi cance, 
and upgrade of playground equipment.” 
Through a term contract with the Anchorage 
Park Foundati on, the services of Corvus 
Design landscape architecture were secured to 
provide professional experti se in development 
of this plan. Within a framework of community 
consensus, this document presents an overall 
vision that will provide for the logical growth 
and aestheti c integrity of Lyn Ary Park.

The 2009 Lyn Ary Park Master Plan is 
a conti nuati on of years of community 
involvement.  While the Park is designated 
a Community Use Area in the Anchorage 
Park Plan, residents within the Turnagain 
neighborhood feel very strongly about 
the Park and its context within their 
neighborhood. The community’s concerns 
can perhaps be summarized as a desire to 
maintain the neighborhood feeling of the Park, 
with the recogniti on that it draws the larger 
community of Anchorage users.

Much of the community’s discussion involved 
protecti ng natural features, providing usable 
open space, conserving views and buff ers, and 
maintaining existi ng park acti viti es but not 
increasing them. Litt le interest was voiced for 

development that meant larger changes to the 
Park, or to the user base to which it appeals. 

The overall recommendati ons of this Master 
Plan are that certain items be acted upon 
to maintain Lyn Ary Park’s current character 
and compositi on, and that a plan be adopted 
that guides desired park improvements. The 
acti on items relate to such issues as access 
to the Coastal Trail, use of the baseball 
fi elds, maintenance of existi ng conditi ons, 
and an overall concern that park use does 
not degrade the Park.  Generally, while 
maintenance of the current state of the Park 
is desired, there are also improvements that 
have been identi fi ed and presented within this 
document.

This Master Plan is intended to help shape 
a future for Lyn Ary Park where the Park 
conti nues its important role as a loved 
resource to the surrounding neighborhood 
and community.

HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT
This document describes existi ng conditi ons 
of the Park as it existed in 2009, and provides 
a vision of how the Park should look in 2029. 
Desired physical improvements to the Park 
are described to various levels of detail. The 
expected level of maintenance that the Park 
requires is also described, with guidelines to 
show when this maintenance is required.

This document is a Turnagain Community 
Council approved vision and guiding document 
for Lyn Ary Park. This means that acti ons 
approved by this master plan may go forward 
with minimal additi onal TCC process.

Any items not covered by this document shall 
be addressed by the TCC before acti on is 
taken.
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Lyn Ary Park is located in northwest Anchorage 
(Figure 1), approximately 3.6 miles from the 
central business district.  It is a 13.21 acre 
park. The Park can be divided into two main 
areas, an area of sports fi elds of 3.30 acres, 
and the 9.91 acre remainder of the Park with 
more passive acti viti es and non-programmed 
space.  The Park is located in the Turnagain 
neighborhood, and is bounded by Illiamna 
Avenue, Turnagain Parkway, Foraker Drive, 
and the Cook Inlet (Figure 2, page 4).  The 
Turnagain area is one of the older established 
neighborhoods in Anchorage, and is composed 
mainly of single-family housing.

The 1985 Anchorage Parks, Greenbelt and 
Recreati on Facility Plan document as well 

as the 2006 Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural 
Resource and Recreati on Facility Plan, both of 
which are based on Nati onal Recreati on and 
Park Associati on guidelines and standards, 
refer to Lyn Ary Park as a Community Use Park.  

In order to facilitate inventory and analysis 
for the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA), the 
2006 Anchorage Bowl Park, Natural Resource 
and Recreati on Facility Plan has designated 
parks as either Neighborhood Parks, 
Community Use Areas, Service Areas, Natural 
Resources, or Trails and Connectors. 

This 2006 Plan states that, “community 
parks are larger in size and serve a broader 
purpose than neighborhood parks. The 

Introducti on

Figure 1:  Lyn Ary Park Context in NW Anchorage
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INTRODUCTION (CONT’D)

focus is on meeti ng the recreati on needs of 
several neighborhoods or a large secti on of 
the community as well as preserving unique 
landscapes or natural use areas.”  Community 
parks are also designated as serving a larger 
cross-secti on of the Anchorage populati on 
than smaller neighborhood parks.  According 
to the 2006 Plan, residents of Anchorage 
should have a Community Use Area within one 
to two miles of their residence (Figure 1, page 
2).  Five main community councils exist within 
this outer two-mile radius of Lyn Ary Park: 
Turnagain, Spenard, Northstar, South Additi on 
and Midtown.  Six community parks serve this 
area as shown on Figure 1, page 2.

Many neighbors feel a strong connecti on to 
Lyn Ary Park and recognize its neighborhood 
importance.  Lyn Ary Park is their 
neighborhood park as well as their community 
park.  This designati on as a Community Use 
Area (or Community Park) in the 2006 Plan is a 
result of the existi ng faciliti es in the Park that 
have a unique or higher value than those of a 
neighborhood park. These faciliti es include the 
base ball fi elds, the use of the trails by Nordic 
skiers, and the tennis courts.  This designati on 
has an eff ect upon what is deemed 
appropriate for the development of the Park, 
however, it does not suggest that additi onal 
faciliti es, changes, or upgrades will be planned 
for Lyn Ary because of this designati on. 

The Park is a highly-valued local amenity 
that is used by the wider community.  User 
numbers seem to be increasing and putti  ng 
pressure on the existi ng faciliti es.  What is 
clear is the neighbors of Turnagain would 
like Lyn Ary Park to maintain its strong 
neighborhood character and remain a focal 
point of their neighborhood.

A summary of conditi ons on the site is 
presented in Figure 4 (page 25).  Existi ng 

faciliti es consist of a parking lot, four base ball 
fi elds (three litt le league size and one coach-
pitch/tee ball fi eld), a network of paved and 
unpaved trails, a memorial garden, various 
children’s playground areas and equipment, 
benches, picnic tables, litt er bins, signage, 
tennis courts, open space, the Coastal Trail, 
and natural areas.

Lyn Ary Park is well connected to adjacent 
neighborhoods, and the larger matrix of 
Anchorage parks and trails.  Local park 
connecti ons include formal paths and 
entrances, and the important connecti on with 
the Coastal Trail.  The main vehicular access 
to Lyn Ary Park is from Turnagain Parkway, 
which is a neighborhood collector street as 
designated by the Anchorage Streets and 
Highways Plan.  The other adjacent vehicular 
access routes are from Illiamna Avenue and 
Foraker Drive. Because the Park is in the 
middle of the neighborhood, access and 
parking are limited.  Parking is provided in 
the parking lot and along the sides of certain 
streets in the neighborhood (Figure 2, page 4).

The 2009 Lyn Ary Park Master Plan serves as 
a summary of previous and current public 
process and Parks and Recreati on Department 
policy. This Master Plan seeks to guide future 
development and management and takes the 
form of a summary of the community’s needs 
and desires regarding how the Park should 
be maintained and how it should develop.  
Weighing the community needs and desires, 
a set of acti ons were developed.  Some of 
these acti ons are required for maintenance 
of the basic functi onal health of the Park as 
it currently exists, others provide opti ons for 
how the Park can or will develop, and others 
provide a framework for future decisions 
when unanti cipated needs or desires arise.
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INTRODUCTION (CONT’D)
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Figure 2: Existi ng Conditi ons

* This graphic shows the Foraker Drive Improvements linework above aerial photograph, 
as constructi on of these improvements were ongoing during creati on of this document
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During World War I Lyrin Ary (also known 
as Lyn Ary) had been a supply sergeant in 
the Russian Army.  At the end of the War 
he was issued 10,000 pairs of shoes.  The 
shoes had no soles.  In the Russian Army a 
supply sergeant was responsible for all the 
supplies issued to him.  Knowing that he was 
responsible for the shoes, Lyn Ary thought 
that his best bet was to get out of Russia.   He 
made his way to Germany, then to the mid-
west of the United States, and fi nally to the 
Territory of Alaska.   He homesteaded much 
of the land west of Turnagain Parkway and 
Wisconsin Avenue, a porti on of which is now 
Lyn Ary Park.

In 1941, when Brooke Marston was 11 years 
old he wandered from Anchorage across the 
Alaska Railroad tracks and Fish Creek into the 
wilderness of what is now Turnagain.  There 
he met the homesteader and only resident of 
the area, Lyn Ary.  

The boy persuaded his father, Major Marvin 
R. Marston, later known as Muktuk Marston, 
to meet his new friend, Lyn Ary.  When Brooke 
Marston introduced them, Lyn Ary tried to 
sell Muktuk some of his homestead.   Lyn Ary 
explained that he had previously att empted to 
sell his homestead but without success.  It was 
too far from Anchorage.  The populati on of 
Anchorage was then only about 3,500.

Marston bought a few acres bordering 
Knik Arm.  He tramped around the area 
and became interested, envisioning a large 
residenti al area.  He went back and asked 
if Ary wanted to sell more of the land.  Ary 
was agreeable and asked if Marston also 
wanted to buy the adjoining homestead 
owned by pioneer denti st, Dr. McCollie.   Bit 
by bit, Marston soon acquired most of both 
homesteads.  McCollie Drive, which “T”s into 
the east side of Lyn Ary Park, is named aft er 
Dr. McCollie.

During World War II, due to fears of 

Japanese att ack, his family and other military 
dependents were temporarily evacuated to 
California. Muktuk organized a territorial 
guard during the war, and it was not unti l 
1946 that Marston returned to the Lyn Ary 
homestead. For the fi rst year that Marston 
was back on the homestead he lived in a tent.   
He caught and smoked fi sh that year, selling 
the fi sh in downtown Anchorage.

On July 18, 1947, J.C. Morris, M.R. Marston 
& L. Ary fi led Plat P-67 enti tled “Topography 
of Turnagain Heights.”  Additi onal early plats 
contemplated the current Lyn Ary Park as the 
“future site for the State Capitol of Alaska.”  
Other plats depicted a private park enti tled 
“Lyn Ary Community Park.”  

By 1952, Marston started to develop 
Turnagain-By -the-Sea, one of Anchorage’s 
fi rst subdivisions.  Followed by a bull dozer, 
Marston used toilet paper to mark out the 

History of Lyn Ary Park

Muktuk Marston outside of his log home (on what is now Lyn Ary Park).
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roads.   

In 1956, when Marston’s son, Brooke and his 
wife Wilda fell in love with Lyn Ary’s original 
old log house, Marston sold it to them. Lyn 
Ary’s original log house was in the middle of 
what was by then a private community park.  
The log house sat atop a bluff , much like the 
one at Point Woronzoff  and at the same height 
as the upper porti on of today’s Lyn Ary Park.

On Friday, March 27, 1964, the Good Friday 
Earthquake fundamentally changed South-
Central Alaska.  The earthquake began at 5:36 
P.M. AST. Across South-Central Alaska it shook 
for nearly fi ve minutes.  Ground fi ssures, 
collapsing buildings, and tsunamis resulted 
in 131 deaths.   The Good Friday Earthquake 
was the most powerful recorded earthquake 
in U.S. and North American history, and the 
second most powerful ever measured by 
seismograph. It had a magnitude of 9.2. 

The Good Friday Earthquake induced 
liquefacti on causing mud below the ground 
to liquefy and become unstable.  The land slid 
and in Anchorage heavy damage occurred in 
downtown, Government Hill, and Turnagain 
where the largest and most devastati ng 
landslides occurred.   An area of about 130 
acres, surrounding and including Lyn Ary 
Park, broke apart and slid. The resulti ng 
displacement broke the ground into many 
deranged blocks that collapsed, ti lted, and slid 
toward Knik Arm. 

The Turnagain slide destroyed about 75 
private houses.  Water mains and gas, sewer, 
telephone, and electrical systems were 
disrupted. Ground fi ssures and failures caused 
major structural damage.

Sitti  ng in the middle of the Turnagain slide, 
the log house from the Lyn Ary homestead 
was one of the only houses not to break 
apart.  When the earth stopped trembling, the 
log house ti lted at a 30 degree angle, askew, 
on top of a displaced block of land at the 
new edge of Knik Arm.  The Russian dovetail 

joints of the old log house held.  Unlike frame 
constructi on, the log joints twisted rather than 
broke. 

Although Brooke and Wilda Marston had 
hopes of retrieving the log house and 
restoring it to its original foundati on, doing 
so proved impossible.  It was moved to 32nd 
Avenue.  The “Culligan” man who provided 
water soft ening for Turnagain, also in love 
with Lyn Ary’s old Russian homestead house, 
bought it to see if he could restore it.  It now 
sits at 3007 West 32nd Avenue, a block off  of 
Wisconsin Avenue.

For over 25 years, Anchorage struggled over 
what to do with the area destroyed by the 
Good Friday Earthquake.  Unlike Earthquake 
Park where, despite erosion, the slide area 
sti ll remains, the Turnagain slide area was 
leveled.  Muktuk Marston leased his porti ons 
of Lyn Ary Park for $1.00 per year to the City 
of Anchorage to be used as a park.  

The fi rst development in the Park was the 
constructi on of a Babe Ruth baseball fi eld. 
Over ti me, Muktuk donated money and 
worked with the Boys and Girls Club of 
Anchorage to establish within Lyn Ary Park, 
the baseball fi elds now known as the Marston 
Fields.  In the late 1960s, Turnagain neighbors 
raised funds and worked to help construct the 
tennis courts.  On February 2, 1971, the City of 
Anchorage dedicated porti ons Lyn Ary Park for 
“Parks and Recreati on Purposes”.    

Although Lyn Ary had sold most parts of 
his homestead to Muktuk Marston, Lyn 
Ary retained a few acres despite moving to 
Fairbanks where he eventually died in 1982.  
Part of his estate included the several acres 
of land remaining in his original homestead.  
Although Lyn Ary left  his estate to the 
City of Fairbanks, eventually, in 1984, the 
Municipality of Anchorage was deeded Lyn 
Ary’s acreage to ensure conti nuity of the 
current Tony Knowles Coastal Trail.  In 1985, 
the Tony Knowles Trail was dedicated inside 
the northern border of the Park.

HISTORY OF LYN ARY PARK (CONT’D)
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By 1994, private land owners on the East side 
of the Lyn Ary Park, rebuilt the earthquake 
destroyed north end of Turnagain Parkway, 
Marston Drive, and Susitna Court.  Two 
years later, going door to door, the Turnagain 
community raised funds to help purchase 
and install play equipment.  Additi onal park 
improvements were made in 1998.  

The baseball fi elds, however, had lost 
their players, and Bob Durst worked with 
Municipality of Anchorage, private soccer 
leagues, litt le league and neighbors to return 
baseball practi ces and games to Lyn Ary Park.   

In October of 1998, the local chapter of the 
Nati onal Associati on of Catering Executi ves 

applied to the Municipality to create a 
memorial garden on the northwest edge 
of the Lyn Ary Park to be dedicated to 
Michelle Byrum, a young woman killed in 
an automobile accident.  The memorial 
garden was created in the Park to remember 
Michelle’s spirit and zest for life. The garden 
was created as a spot to rest, contemplate, 
meet friends, chat with a neighbor, read a 
book or perhaps have a small picnic. 

In 2009, along the western border of the Park, 
the Municipality of Anchorage rebuilt the 
earthquake-destroyed North end of Foraker 
Drive and West Marston Drive.  Doing so put 
the last piece of the landscape back together 
to create the Lyn Ary Park that exists today.

HISTORY OF LYN ARY PARK (CONT’D)
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OVERVIEW
Five platt ed parcel and one unplatt ed parcel 
make up the property known as Lyn Ary Park 
(See Figure 3, page 9).  The much-loved and 
popular parklands are both important to the 
Turnagain neighborhood and the Coastal-Trail-
using public. 

Most of Lyn Ary Park property (11.7 of 13.5+ 
Acres composed of two platt ed parcels 
– in red and blue on the Ownership and 
Dedicati on Map) is owned by the Municipality 
of Anchorage (MOA) and is dedicated 
parkland.  Two separate platt ed parcels and 
one unplatt ed parcel (in Yellow, Turquoise 
and Pink) are owned by the Municipality of 
Anchorage and have not been dedicated as 
parkland by the Municipal Assembly.  There 
is one in-holding containing 1.08 acres 
(in Purple) that is owned by the Marston 
Foundati on whose benefi ciaries are Alaska 
Nati ves, including Eskimos, Indians, and 
Aleuts, residing west of the 156th Meridian.  

All of the property within Lyn Ary Park is zoned 
R-1A Single-Family Residenti al.  This zoning 
district is for urban and suburban single-
family residenti al areas with low populati on 
densiti es.  This district is governed by secti on 
21.40.030 of the municipal code. 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
Regarding Ownership, Dedicati on and Zoning, 
the Lyn Ary Park Master Plan recommends:

Acquire land within Lyn Ary Park that • 
is currently owned by the Marston 
Foundati on and dedicate that land as 
Municipal Parkland as part of Lyn Ary 
Park. (Pink on Figure 3, page 9);

For the parcel whose ti tle has been • 
challenged, that land should be 
dedicated as Municipal Parkland as 
part of Lyn Ary Park, assuming the case 
is resolved in the Municipality’s favor. 
(Turquoise on Figure 3, page 9);

The parcel owned by the Municipality • 
that includes the Municipal Tidelands 
and adjacent uplands should be platt ed 
as a parcel for later designati on as 
Municipal Parkland as a part of Lyn Ary 
Park.  The parcel currently has no platt ed 
boundaries. (Yellow on Figure 3, page 9);

The other parcel that the MOA already • 
has clear ti tle to and that has not been 
dedicated should be dedicated as 
Municipal Parkland as part of Lyn Ary 
Park. (Pink on Figure 3, page 9);

All parcels within the Lyn Ary Park • 
Boundaries should be re-zoned to PR 
once the new designati on exists under 
the new Title 21. (Green on Figure 3, 
page 9).

See Appendix I for a History of Platti  ng and 
Ownership of Lyn Ary Park parcels.

Title and Dedicati on
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Figure 3: Title and Dedicati on Graphic
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Summary of Public Process
The Lyn Ary Community Park Master Plan is 
based upon years of community discussion 
and parti cipati on. These acti viti es were 
summarized by a December 6, 2007 Turnagain 
Community Council Resoluti on (Appendix B, 
page 33).

In additi on to using this resoluti on as a guiding 
document, for the Lyn Ary master plan the 
following public consultati ons occurred:

The Turnagain Community Council Community 
Advisory Committ ee (CAC) -  Met XXX ti mes to 
help identi fy issues, evaluate opportuniti es, 
plan additi onal outreach, and develop the 
Master Plan.

Online Surveys – Two sets of adult online • 
surveys and one young adult/kids survey 
were completed by the community to 
gather informati on for the Master Plan and 
encourage community parti cipati on in the 
process.

Project Blog - Informati on and • 
announcements were made at: www.
LynAryMP.blogspot.com

Public Open House and Turnagain • 
Neighborhood 2009 Block Party - 
informati on and ideas for development were 
gathered

TCC presentati on and discussion - • 
November, 2009

Presentati on and discussion with MOA • 
Parks and Recreati ons - December, 2009

For approval, the master plan went through 
the adopti on process:

Presentati on, recommendati ons, and • 
adopti on by the TCC 

Presentati on and recommendati ons by • 
the MOA Parks and Recreati on Commission 
open to the public.

Approval by Planning and Zoning • 
Commission through public hearing.

Future Urban Design Commission for • 
review and considerati on of signifi cant park 
changes, otherwise staff  review as items are 
implemented.

Where guidance is not provided by this 
master plan and where deviati ons from this 
master plan are desired, the TCC will review 
and provide recommendati ons for planned 
acti on and all required steps necessary 
to implement the change.  These future 
developments and changes may also need to 
be reviewed and considered by the MOA Parks 
and Rec Commission, Planning and Zoning 
Commission, and Urban Design Commission.

The master plan team received informati on and 
feedback from neighbors at the 2009 Turnagain 
Block Party.  Suzanne Litt le and Willis Lyford discuss 
the plans.
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Community Guidance for Master Plan
During the development of the Master Plan, 
the community was surveyed for their input. 
One component of the survey was to seek 
the community’s guidance in describing their 
vision for the Park now and into the future. 
When asked to complete the sentence “The 
2009 Master Plan will guide Lyn Ary Park’s 
future so that it...”, people responded with the 
following summarized statements:

Provides and preserves natural areas of • 
greenspace

Provides acti ve recreati on faciliti es (such • 
as baseball, playgrounds and tennis)

Is maintained as a clean and aestheti c park • 
with adequate seasonal bathroom faciliti es

Is accessible to visitors without negati vely • 
impacti ng the neighborhood

Provides opportuniti es for all season • 
recreati on

Provides passive recreati on opportuniti es • 
(such as reading, socializing, contemplati ons, 
and relaxati on)

Provides faciliti es to accommodate open • 
play and community gathering

Discourages inappropriate uses (i.e. off -• 
leash dogs, aft er hours parti es) through 
design, parks enforcement and collaborati on 
with Municipality of Anchorage Police

Provides a safe and comfortable • 
atmosphere to encourage use 

Full survey results are in Appendix D and E, 
pages 38 and 43. The full survey informati on 
illustrates what aspects of the Park are 
important to people, and provided guidance 
for the development of this Master Plan.

Lyn Ary Park is a valuable resource for the 
neighborhood, and the master plan will help guide 
its development for future users. (Future users 
shown above at Turnagain Block Party)

From informati on gained through the surveys 
and at various meeti ngs, the core issues that 
arose for Lyn Ary Park could be divided into 
two main subject areas:

pressures on the Park from the use of its • 
community level service (trail access, group 
events, and sports fi elds), and

 the maintenance/enhancement of the • 
features that make it a valuable and loved 
neighborhood amenity.

Many of the Park’s resources are valued 
and shared at both the neighborhood and 
community level. The local neighborhood 
recognizes the larger community’s use 
of their Park, but wishes to ensure that 
the management of these uses does not 
negati vely impact their neighborhood, the 
quality of the Park, and their ability to use it as 
the neighborhood asset that it is.
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Existi ng Park Elements

Overall playground area

The ship pieces of playground equipment

The large, composite piece of playground 
equipment

The rocker

The swings

The ti re-swing

The climbing wall

Individual seats to 
match wooden edge

The public process identi fi ed the need for 
a Master Plan that guides and controls 
potenti al future improvements and on-going 
maintenance items.

This secti on addresses each item to: identi fy 
concerns as of 2009, propose acti ons 
(graphically summarized Figures 4 and 5, 
pages 25, 26), and establish a ti me line for 
acti on to occur (summarized in table on Tables 
1 and 2). 

PLAYGROUND
The playground is generally in good shape. 
Because some items are potenti ally in need 
of repair or upgrade to meet playground and 
safety standards, the site would benefi t from a 
playground audit for assessment.  

The community has expressed a need for 
a sandbox and swings for older children. 
Digging is present in several areas on site and 
a sandbox could alleviate uncontrolled digging 
and associated erosion/safety issues. Swings 
are a very popular playground element, and 
age-appropriate swings would broaden the 
uses within the Park for older children.

ACTIONS:

Perform playground audit to determine • 
necessary repairs/upgrades

Perform cost analysis to determine if • 
replacing equipment is more eff ecti ve than 
upgrades

Perform ongoing maintenance as required• 

Install sandbox per Figure 4 (page 25), • 
revegetate previous areas of digging

Install swings for older children per Figure • 
4 (page 25)

TENNIS COURTS
The tennis courts are good local resource but 
currently need resurfacing.  In additi on to 
summer tennis use, in the past they have been 
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EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

Some existi ng site furniture pre-dates MOA Parks 
and Rec standards.

used for ice skati ng in the winter (the existi ng 
curbing facilitates this use).

The tennis courts should be maintained to 
a level where they provide for adequate or 
bett er play. When conditi ons degrade below 
such a level, they should be renovated/
restored.

ACTIONS:

Resurface courts to previous conditi on• 

Perform ongoing maintenance as required, • 
to ensure courts can support adequate or 
bett er play

SITE FURNITURE
Benches, litt er bins, dog refuse stati ons, 
bleachers, and picnic tables are provided in 
various states of repair and design. Benches 
and tables are generally adequate, but litt er 
bins are overused or under serviced. No bike 
racks are located within the Park, although 
one exists adjacent to the Park at the Coastal 
Trail Overlook to the north of the Park.  
Various bleachers exist around the ball fi elds 

Left : The tennis courts are a valuable resource and 
regular surface maintenance is necessary.

for seati ng.

New bleachers may be added and shall match 
the existi ng style (maximum 3 levels of seati ng 
and 15’ length), with no more than two 
bleachers per fi eld (a maximum of 8 with Lyn 
Ary Park). 

Additi onal bicycle racks should be added to 
the site, with parti cular need around the ball 
fi elds.  Each dugout should have one bike rack 
located behind it.

Provision of a social/sitti  ng area is desired in 
the area of the ball fi elds, and close to the 
Susitna View pedestrian entrance (behind the 
east ball fi eld). This area will help to orient 
people to the site as well as encourage people 
to locate themselves farther from trails and 

Digging is a favorite acti vity of many young 
children.  Installing a sandbox would give them a 
bett er place to do it.

Above:  As bikes are currently parked against 
fencing, bike racks should be installed close to the 
ball fi elds.
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existi ng vegetati on (see Figures 3 and 4).  

ACTIONS:

Locate portable toilets per Figure 4 (page • 
25)

Provide and service two portable seasonal • 
toilets

Seasonal toilets shall be maintained • 
regularly to maintain aestheti cs and hygiene.  

SIGNAGE
Signage is an important component of the 
master plan and will help to create park 
gateways.  It will bett er mark the parking area, 
and provide interpretati on opportuniti es.  To 
maintain the neighborhood character of the 
Park, minimal signage is desired.  Existi ng 
signage that does not meet standards shall 
not be grand fathered, but reevaluated 
for conformity with this master plan.  All 
regulatory, wayfi nding, and facility (or park 
name) signage will be consolidated into one 
or two signs near the primary and secondary 
gateways.  When allowed within guidelines, 
signage also off ers the opportuniti es for 
inclusion of arti sti c elements in the Park (to be 
approved by TCC).  

FACILITY SIGNAGE: 

 A park identi fi cati on sign exists at the 

EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

potenti al collisions.

The Turnagain neighborhood is proud of 
its arti sts and would like to incorporate an 
arti sti c touch where possible.  In additi on 
to other required selecti on processes, 
arti sti c components for Lyn Ary Park shall 
be approved by the Turnagain Community 
Council. Arti sti c approaches may not be 
possible for items where the Parks and 
Recreati on Department has  standardized 
designs (i.e. signage and furniture).

All proposed developments including 
additi onal litt er bins, bleachers, benches, 
bike racks, and dog refuse stati ons should be 
located as designated on Figure 4 (page 25) 
and Figure 5 (page 26). 

As site furniture pieces age or are added, they 
should be replaced with furniture that meets 
Parks and Recreati on Design Standards. 

ACTIONS:

Assess conditi on of site furniture and • 
replace/repair as needed

Install new site furniture as recommended • 
on Figure 4 (page 25)

Install new dog refuse stati ons as • 
recommended on Figure 4 (page 25)

Install bicycle racks as recommended on • 
Figure 4 (page 25)

Maintain site furniture as needed.• 

PORTABLE TOILETS
Two portable toilets were located in the 
southeast corner of the parking lot during the 
2009 Litt le League season. These toilets are 
overused and not properly maintained.

Two seasonal portable toilets are appropriate 
to meet event demands, but additi onal 
portable toilets may be required.  Portable 
toilets should be located so that they no 
longer take up a parking stall and are visible 
to park users but parti ally screened by the 

Existi ng portable toilets in southeast parking stall 
of Lyn Ary Park.  The proposed to locati on is just to 
the left , outside of the parking lot area and set into 
the existi ng vegetati on (See Figure 4 (page 25)).
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pedestrian entry on Illiamna Ave and 
Turnagain Parkway.  This sign welcomes a 
large group of park users, however, the name 
of the Park is misspelled as “Lynn Ary Park.”  
Identi fi cati on signage should be located 
at each Primary Gateway to the Park (see 
Park Gateways, pages 25 and 30).  Facility, 
or entry signage should include simple and 
clear identi fi cati on of the Park and its name 
(spelled correctly).  The larger facility, or park 
name, signs will be located at the four primary 
gateways, see Figure 4 (page 25).  The smaller 
facility bollard signs will be located at the 
three secondary gateways, see Figure 4 (page 
25).

REGULATORY SIGNAGE:

Various forms of parking and general park 
rules signage is posted along Illiamna Ave, 
Foraker Drive, and Susitna View Court.  Posti ng 
of any required rules and regulati ons for 
park use should be on one sign and near the 
Primary Gateways to the Park.  Three ‘Friendly 
Rules Signs’ should be placed in the Park, one 
near the Coastal Trail, one near the ball fi elds, 
and one near the Primary Gateway at Illiamna 
Ave.  See Appendix H for the ‘Friendly Rules 
Sign’ (page 50) and Figure 4 (page 25) for 
placement locati ons.  Upgrade and consolidate 
regulatory signage as needed.

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE:

Wayfi nding signage exists along the spur trail 
from Turnagain Parkway toward the ball fi elds 
and also at the intersecti on with the Coastal 
Trail.  Additi onal signage may be benefi cial 
for wayfi nding, parti cularly for identi fying the 
locati on of the parking area. This is desired to 
direct drivers from Illiamna Avenue, Turnagain 
Parkway, and Foraker Drives to the parking 
lot.  The desired wayfi nding signage for the 
Park will help people make bett er use of the 
parking area and fi nd/choose entries for the 
Park while minimizing the number of signs.  

A park map is desired at the Park entrance 
that shows trails, usage areas, and ball fi elds.    

EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

Site furnishings (litt er bin and dog refuse stati ons 
above) and wayfi nding signage should be 
maintained and upgraded per MOA standards.

Existi ng trail signage

INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE:

Interpreti ve signage would best be located 
in two spots in the Park, in the upper area 
near the playgrounds and near the memorial 
gardens and the Coastal Trail.  These areas 
are more conducive to passive acti viti es and 
informati ve signage with more in-depth reading 
would fi t in well.  The area near the Coastal 
Trail would att ract the att enti on of trail users 
and Park visitors.  Desired subject material for 
interpreti ve signage included the history of the 
Park, the Turnagain neighborhood, and of Lyrin 
Ary.  (See Future Desired Uses, Interpreti ve 
Signage, page 22)
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ACTIONS:

Create and consolodate gateway signage • 
at main vehicular and pedestrian entrances 
with correct spelling of Lyn Ary, located per 
Figure 4 (page 25)

Install facility bollard signage at secondary • 
gateways, Figure 4 (page 25)

Install signage to bett er direct users to the • 
Parking lot

Design and install interpreti ve signage• 

Remove non-conforming signs and replace • 
with conforming signs as necessary

Provide wayfi nding map and map of • 
Marston base ball fi elds at park entrances

Additi onal signage shall be evaluated by • 
MOA Parks and Recreati on in consultati on 
with the TCC. 

PLANTING AREAS
This secti on relates to planti ng areas where 
the intent is to maintain a more manicured 
aestheti c.  These areas include the beds 
surrounding the Park Identi fi cati on Sign in the 
southeast of the Park, the memorial garden in 
the northwest corner of the Park, and various 
smaller locati ons throughout the Park.

The southeast corner bed accents the Park 
Identi fi cati on sign and welcomes many park 
users from the Turnagain Parkway.  Members 
of the community donate materials and 
services to install and maintain this entry 
planti ng bed.

The memorial garden in the northwest corner 
was dedicated to Michelle Byrum and is now 
maintained by neighborhood volunteers.  
These eff orts are recognized and appreciated 
locally.  

In additi on to the planti ng required for erosion 
control and habitat preservati on, ornamental 
planti ngs and general revegetati on planti ngs 
are desired by the community. 

Planti ngs require some seasonal installati on, 

A good example of when planti ngs need to be 
maintained, and especially pruned, is when they 
obscure signage.

The Michelle Byrum garden is one of the larger 
areas of maintained planti ngs within the Park and 
is also popular with Coastal Trail users.

EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

pruning, weeding, mowing, ferti lizing and 
other maintenance tasks.  Lawn in upper area 
should be watered in summer to prevent dust 
bowl conditi ons.

ACTIONS:

Conti nue supporti ng neighbors willing • 
to arrange, install, and maintain various 
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seasonal planti ng beds

Selecti ve pruning and upkeep of non-• 
nati ve trees/shrubs, and removal (and 
replacement if necessary) of dead material

Request MOA maintenance and watering • 
of upper lawn area or create an adopt-a-
park citi zen group to manage this

NATURAL AREAS
The community celebrates the existi ng 
naturalized areas and vegetati on existi ng in 
the Park.  It forms the boundaries of the Park 
and provides sight and noise buff ers between 
the Park and adjacent properti es. The existi ng 
trees and vegetati on at the boundary are part 
of the character of the Park, and also provide 
a natural amenity that provide enjoyment for 
people of all ages to enjoy.

It is the overall desire of the community to 
maintain the existi ng park natural vegetati on, 
and to protect and improve it where 
necessary.  No development of additi onal 
natural habitat is planned.

Natural areas should be maintained to retain 
habitat quality while balancing the concern for 
the safety of users.

ACTIONS:

Examine and address pathway areas in • 
natural areas where erosion has occurred 
and where paths are not desired, per Limits 
of Acceptable Change (LAC).

Retain current conditi ons of natural areas • 
for noise and green buff ers as designated on 
Figure 4 (page 25)

Vegetati on that is diseased or poses a • 
risk to safety should be pruned as litt le as 
necessary and left  onsite unless diseased.  
Prior to pruning, cutti  ng, or removal, a 
pruning plan shall be submitt ed to the 
Turnagain Community Council (TCC) for 
approval.

Many neighborhood kids use the natural 
vegetati on areas for fort-building.

In many ways, the Park serves as an access to 
the Coastal Trail which runs along Anchorage’s 
northwest Shoreline with the Cook Inlet.

TRAILS
The current trail system provides connecti on 
and circulati on within the Park as well as 
access to the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail.  Trail 
user groups include pedestrians, dog-walkers, 
bicyclists, skiers, roller bladers, and more.  

On days where the trail has high usage, the 
neighborhood experiences increased vehicle 
traffi  c and high levels of on-street parking. 
While the Park has a parking lot, the lot may 
either become full, or trail users may not be 
aware of its availability.

Most of the community’s concerns 
regarding trails include general wayfi nding  

EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)
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EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

improvements (see Signage secti on), general 
trail surface conditi ons, and level of trail use.

Bett er signage should direct people to 
appropriate parking and reduce vehicle traffi  c 
impacts on the neighborhood

The trail system should be upgraded to reduce 
seasonal problems by ensuring that drainage 
and grading provide a stable surface not 
suscepti ble to wet conditi ons.  Existi ng paved 
trail conditi ons vary from smooth and free 
of obstacles to buckled from tree roots and 
crumbling.  Given their respecti ve level of 
use, existi ng unpaved trail conditi ons seem 
adequate for the formalized and informally 
used trails within the Park.

Any trail upgrades or future work should 
provide for the requirements of ADA 
accessibility where at all possible.  The 
pedestrian access at the corner of Illiamna Ave 
and Turnagain Parkway is a priority for ADA 
accessibility upgrades, including curb cut and 
ramp installati on.  

All trails should be monitored for needed 
maintenance and upkeep to deal with trail 
widening and the development of social 
trails that could create undesirable impacts. 
Trail conditi ons and monitoring are further 
addressed in  Limits of Acceptable Change 
(LAC) Secti on.

While the existi ng trail system provides the 
desired amount of access and routes, some 
changes and upgrades may be benefi cial.  
Paved pathways are in decent shape with 
some degradati on and damage. Dirt pathways 
should be assessed to see if they require 
upgrade to avoid resource degradati on. 

Constructi on of new trails is not currently 
anti cipated, but should usage of the Park 
result in the expansion of the trail network 
or deteriorati on of trails, trail closure or 
improvements should be considered. 

ACTIONS:

Maintain trails to ensure that they are • 

Trails within the Park are oft en crowded with 
various user groups ranging from walkers and 
runners to bikers and skiers.

maintained appropriately, or upgraded to 
meet new conditi ons

Upgrade the pathway from the parking • 
lot to the east baseball fi eld to a secondary 
trail to accommodate the 2009 relocati on 
of the Anchorage West Litt le League (AWLL) 
home plate from the south fi eld to the 
east fi eld and the resulti ng increase in 
number of spectators (see Figures 3 and 
4).  The trail shall be compacted gravel for 
its enti re length, with a fi nal surface that 
is consolidated an provides secure and 
accessible footi ng (i.e. 3/8” minus material 
with fi nes).  A slightly larger gathering area 
at the connecti on with the trail will help 
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EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

establish this connecti on with the east 
fi eld as an important one, for directi ng 
those visitors in the Parking lot who are not 
familiar with the site. 

The pathway along the eastern border • 
that extends from the Susitna View Court 
entry north to the Coastal Trail should be 
upgraded from an eroded desire line to 
footpath conditi ons, with shredded bark 
mulch along its enti re length.

Install signage to direct people to the • 
Coastal Trail and appropriate parking 

PARK PERMITTING
Lyn Ary Park is a desirable place to have group 
events. This is due to the presence of fl exible 
open space, playground faciliti es, and the view 
of Cook Inlet. While a park permit is needed 
for events and the permit requirements 
include clean-up, non-permitt ed groups 
someti mes use the Park and groups leave 
behind litt er.  There is concern that permitti  ng 
does not provide enough ti mes where the 
neighborhood has unrestricted access to the 
Park.

High non-neighborhood use of the faciliti es 
(with or without permit) someti mes prevents 
neighborhood children or families from using 
the Park during peak hours.  Whether through 
blocking out ti mes for neighborhood use, 
or procedures that might allow preferenti al 
permitti  ng, the Turnagain neighborhood 
requests the development of a process 
through which they can have an ease of access 
to their park.

The permit system appears to be eff ecti ve, 
with the excepti on that perhaps ti mes should 
be made unavailable for booking to allow 
the neighborhood to use the space without 
restricti ons. 

ACTIONS:

No additi onal development of faciliti es or • 
services that would att ract additi onal group 
use

Remove certain days/ti mes from being • 
available for booking of permits

Maintenance aft er events shall ensure • 
the Park is returned to normal expected 
conditi on

Groups who use the Park need to obtain • 
and use permits

BASEBALL FIELDS
The Park has four baseball fi elds and one 
practi ce fi eld and is offi  cially used for 
approximately 12 weeks of the summer by 
the non-profi t Anchorage West Litt le League 
(AWLL), beginning typically in mid April 

During ball season, there are high numbers of 
game spectators and trail users 

Anchorage West Litt le League has scheduled use of 
the ball fi elds typically from mid April to mid July 
each summer.
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extending through mid July. The Litt le League 
group has an established agreement with 
MOA and the Park that is renewed annually, 
and maintains their faciliti es during this 
summer season. During the baseball season, 
Monday through Friday evenings are game 
nights and the parking area is generally 100% 
used with overfl ow onto adjacent streets.  
Another concern is the large amount of 
garbage generated on game nights.  

The use of Lyn Ary Park permitt ed through the 
Anchorage Parks and Recreati on, will balance 
the needs for neighborhood use of the park 

EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

with permitt ed uses and will not exceed levels 
established by the community in the TCC 
Resoluti on.

Additi onal programmed recreati onal faciliti es 
within the Park (i.e. soccer fi elds) are not 
desired. Suitable space and parking within the 
Park for such resources is limited, and other 
locati ons in the city that provide additi onal 
recreati onal faciliti es would be more suitable.

No additi onal recreati onal faciliti es shall be 
considered or planned for Lyn Ary Park. The 
number of baseball games held is currently 
appropriate for the Park.

ACTIONS:

The existi ng programmed recreati onal • 
faciliti es (baseball fi elds) shall be maintained 
so as to be functi onal, aestheti c and safe

Baseball use shall not increase outside of • 
current AWLL programmed use.  The existi ng 
level of use is already determined by the 
number of games the existi ng fi elds can 
accommodate

PARKING AND TRAFFIC
Lyn Ary Park is situated in the middle of an 
existi ng neighborhood and is thus limited 
regarding the amount of traffi  c it can receive 
without negati vely impacti ng the surrounding 
neighborhood for both quality of life and 
safety. There are currently concerns with 
parking within the neighborhood. The Park 
has paved road access on three sides, with a 
dedicated parking lot located within the Park 
boundaries. The Park is a known access point 
for the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail, and is well 
served with internal pathways.    

Signage does not adequately designate vehicle 
and pedestrian entrances to the Park (see 
Signage secti on).

The parking lot is appropriately sized for the 
current use of the Park. Parking on adjacent 
streets should be limited in nature and limited 
to when the parking area is full.  Current 

During events and ball games, the parking lot 
is typically full, with many users parked along 
adjacent streets.

On-street parking provides overfl ow parking when 
the parking lot is full.  Certain areas are signed for 
no parking on adjacent streets.
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EXISTING PARK ELEMENTS (CONT’D)

use levels of the parking lot are acceptable.  
Parking lot shall not increase in size as 
using more parkland for parking spaces is 
undesirable.

The current on-street parking allowances 
are: Susitna Court is signed as “no parking”, 
Illiamna Avenue allows parking, Turnagain 
Parkway allows parking except in front of the 
eastern secondary trail entry, and Foraker 
Drive does not allow parking on street. 

People arriving by vehicle should be 
encouraged to use the parking lot, and this 
should be facilitated through good signage. 
The parking lot should be maintained and 
accessible year round for use during those 
hours that the Park is open. 

With the new Foraker Drive access to the 
parking area, the gate at the parking lot 
entrance will be left  open unti l such problems 
arise in the lot aft er hours that it needs to be 
closed and/or locked while the Park is closed.

ACTIONS:

Bett er signage to direct vehicles to parking• 

Consider additi onal signage limiti ng • 
amount of available on-street parking for 
users of the Park

Develop procedure for use of parking lot • 
gate, including access for users as well as 
access for maintenance (clearing of snow)

No additi onal parking space shall be • 
incorporated into the Park

MAINTENANCE
Lyn Ary Park is a very popular park.  The 
Park draws a signifi cant amount of traffi  c 
and use due to its access to the Coastal Trail, 
ball fi eld faciliti es and ability to host events 
in its open space. Partnerships with AWLL 
and individuals in the neighborhood greatly 
enhance the MOA’s maintenance of Lyn Ary 
Park.  Its ability to provide these resources to 
the larger Anchorage Community, and act as a 

PROPOSED FACILITY TIME FRAME

Dog refuse stati ons Short-term
Site Furniture additi ons/
replacements

Short-term

Signage (General) Medium-term
Park Gateway Development Short-term
Trail Hierarchy Development Short-term

Table 2: Proposed Faciliti es and Priority for Implementati on

EXISTING FACILITY PRIORITY FOR ATTENTION

Playgrounds (general) Medium
Play structure - Ship• Medium
Play structure - other• Medium
Climbing wall• Medium
Tire Swing• Medium
Swings• Medium
Spring Toy• Medium

Site Furniture (general) High
 Benches• High
Litt er Bins• High
Picnic Tables• High

Portable Toilets (seasonal) High
Picnic tables High
Portable Toilet (seasonal) High
Signage Medium
Planti ng areas (fl ower gardens) Medium
Trails High
Sidewalks Medium
Parking Lot High
Fencing Medium

Tables 1 and 2 prioriti ze items for att enti on. These prioriti es are a result of 
the community surveys, and illustrate what faciliti es should be improved/
developed/replaced as funding is achieved. None of the items were 
considered to be ‘low priority’.  See Figure 4, page 25, for locati ons and 
numbers of existi ng and proposed faciliti es.

Table 1: Existi ng Faciliti es and Priority for Att enti on. 
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park for its surrounding neighborhood, make 
appropriate maintenance essenti al. In additi on 
to more specifi c maintenance requirements of 
faciliti es and equipment on site, the following 
are essenti al maintenance components.

Garbage removal• 

Mowing• 

Seasonal portable toilet placement and • 
servicing

As is oft en the case, it is desired to have 
more maintenance of the above items.  
Garbage removal and lawn watering are very 
important items for this Park, especially in the 
summer season.  It has been menti oned that 
watering of the upper area lawn should be 
on the maintenance schedule, as it becomes 
a dust bowl.  There is also the concern that 
maintenance personnel oft en excessively 
prune plant material, reducing the visual 
quality of the natural areas as well as possibly 
damaging the health of the plant.

ACTIONS:

Maintain regularly scheduled maintenance • 
items

Request the additi on of ‘regular watering • 
of upper lawn’ to maintenance items

Extra garbage removal servicing during • 
summer season

Review maintenance concerns with crews • 
annually

SUMMARY
Residents and users appear to be happy 
with the Park the way that it is. Park 
consti tuents wish to ensure that Lyn Ary 
Park is well-maintained. There is a desire for 
improvements that will further increase its 
aestheti c appeal and benefi t its place in the 
local neighborhood. 

Security of the Park remains a community 
concern.  It is recommended that residents 

conti nue to take an acti ve role in reporti ng 
unacceptable use/behavior, and request that 
MOA have police patrols both within and 
around the Park, parti cularly in spring and fall 
when the level of illegal acti vity increases.  

The neighborhood and community understand 
the Park’s role as a larger Anchorage amenity, 
but wish that role to be a controlled one that 
does not adversely impact the neighborhood 
and traditi onal use of the Park as a 
neighborhood park.

Future Desired Uses
In additi on to maintaining and improving 
existi ng faciliti es, additi onal improvements 
were discussed.

INTERPRETATION SIGNAGE
Some desire for interpreti ve faciliti es was 
expressed.  The forms that this might take 
would need to be examined within the context 
of future opportuniti es.  Initi al opportuniti es 

Existi ng trail entries to the Park generally lack 
signifi cance or indicati on that they lead users into 
the Park.
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for interpretati on could include local park 
history, arti sti c opportuniti es, and informati on 
about wildlife and habitat protecti on.

Interpreti ve signage should be developed for 
the Park that addresses informati on specifi c to 
the area which may include historical, cultural 
or natural themes.

The development and implementati on of new 
signage includes review and approval by the 
TCC.

ACTIONS:

Develop and install interpreti ve signage • 

PARK GATEWAYS
Aestheti c entries to the Park should be 
developed that create a neighborhood 
amenity, and provide clear and desirable 
points of entry to the Park. One desired focus 
is directi ng vehicles to the parking lot.

Entries should maintain aestheti cally pleasing 
environments.

ACTIONS:

As appropriate, develop entry areas at the • 
Parks main entrances and where deemed 
appropriate. (See Figure 4 (page 25) and 
Design Guidelines)

Install and maintain seasonal entry • 
gardens. This will likely involve community 
members through the ‘Adopt-a-Garden’ and 
memorial garden programs

Maintain entry areas as required• 

Undesirable Future Uses
SHELTER
There is currently no desire for the provision 
of a permanent or temporary picnic shelter 
within the Park as such a facility is seen as 
drawing more use to the Park that is already 
heavily used.

ACTIONS:
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fencing, the fencing should be safe, temporary, 
and moveable on a seasonal basis. 

ACTIONS:

Existi ng fencing (perimeter bollards, sports • 
fi eld fencing, and playground wood wall) 
shall be maintained

No additi onal fencing shall be allowed• 

Temporary fencing for permitt ed events • 
shall be allowed providing it not be in place 
for more than 48 hours. If it shall be in place 
for more than 48 hours, informati on on the 
fencing (including aestheti cs and method of 
installati on) shall be submitt ed for approval 
prior to granti ng of permit.  This does not 
apply to AWLL seasonal outf ield fencing.

CONCESSIONS
Concessions at Lyn Ary Park should not be 
permitt ed. Concessions increase the potenti al 
for garbage, and encouraging increased traffi  c 
to the Park would negati vely impact the 
surrounding neighborhood.

ACTIONS:

No concessions shall be allowed at the • 
Park to benefi t organizati ons other than 
small-scale, neighborhood-sponsored 
events such as bake sales, block parti es, and 
lemonade stands.

There shall be no additi onal shelters/• 
structures developed other than those 
described within this Master Plan 

STORAGE BUILDINGS
Lyn Ary Park is a small park. TCC does not 
support temporary storage faciliti es at 
Lyn Ary.  While AWLL is maintaining the 
fi elds per the existi ng agreement with the 
Municipality, the TCC recognizes that the 
storage of maintenance and seasonal fencing 
is onsite.  (See Appendix B, page 33 for further 
descripti on)

ACTIONS:

There shall be no additi onal storage • 
buildings developed other than those 
described within this Master Plan and 
Appendix B (page 33)

The existi ng storage faciliti es should be • 
removed should AWLL relati onship with 
MOA and the Park end.

LIGHTING
The majority of park use is during the summer 
months, where ambient light is abundant.  
Due to no identi fi ed needs for lighti ng, and 
the proximity of surrounding private homes to 
the Park, no increase in lighti ng is needed or 
desired.

ACTIONS:

No additi onal lighti ng shall be provided for • 
the Park

FENCING
Lyn Ary Park is open, with good unobstructed 
views. Traffi  c and pedestrian acti vity is 
such that fencing has not been required to 
protect the Park or guide use. Although some 
permanent fencing currently exists in Lyn 
Ary Park to support baseball, no additi onal 
permanent fencing is desired. If seasonal 
or temporary uses benefi t from additi onal 
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Figure 4: Master Plan Graphic - Proposed Future Conditi ons

Tennis Courts Possible interpreti ve 
signage locati ons

Existi ng Swings

Proposed Swings

Parking Lot

Primary Gateway

Secondary Gateway Bike Rack Locati ons

Relocated Ball fi elds

Existi ng Playground

Climbing Wall

Proposed locati ons of Portable 
Toilets, set into screening vegetati on

Proposed Sandbox

Illiamna Ave

Susitna View Court

Proposed Seat Walls and Litt er Bin, 
‘Friendly Rules Sign’, see Figure 5 (page 26)

This area will need to 
accommodate the changes of 
the 2009 ball fi elds relocati on, 
see Figure 5 (page 26)

Turnagain Parkw
ay

Coastal Trail

ssss

Litt er Bin Locati ons

Dog Refuse Stati on Locati ons

Proposed Pathway Upgrade

Bleacher Locati ons

Bench Locati ons

Possible interpreti ve 
signage locati ons

Table Locati ons

* graphic is best view
ed in color

Existi ng/Proposed

Gateways and Access Points (size denotes importance)

Vicinity of former 
drinking fountain, exact 

locati on unknown

Forest, Natural Noise 
and Green Buff ers

Forest, Natural Noise 
and Green Buff ers

Forest, Natural Noise 
and Green Buff ers

Forest, Natural Noise 
and Green Buff ers

Access Point

Proposed Dumpster Locati on

‘Friendly Rules Sign’ locati on

‘Friendly Rules 
Sign’ locati on

Forest, Natural Noise and Green Buff ers
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Figure 5: Master Plan Graphic - Enlargement of Eastern Connecti on

Parking Lot

South Ball fi eld

East Ball fi eld

Susitna View Ct.

Proposed trail improvements: 
upgrade to secondary gravel trail

Proposed creati ve seat wall and 
central arti sti c/sculptural element

Proposed planti ng bed 
with possible opti on of 
creati ve and surrounding 
seat wall.

Proposed upgrades:
Create a social area that provides seati ng and welcomes 
people from the parking lot, and provides access to a path 
that connects to the east fi eld.  Provide a well-defi ned 
connecti on and encourage users of the east fi eld to use the 
Lyn Ary Park parking area  Locate ameniti es a minimum of 
10’ from back of existi ng paved trail.

Proposed upgrades:
Planti ng bed terminates pathway from Lyn 
Ary parking lot.  Provide two bleachers. 
Investi gate opti on to incorporate seati ng 
into planti ng bed behind home plate.

Dug-outs

Proposed 
Bleachers

Susitn

PrPrPrPropopopposos
iiththhh

Above:  Figure demonstrates how to create a strong connecti on between the parking lot and the east fi eld.  Doing so will 
accommodate the increasing numbers of spectators at the east fi eld due to the 2009 ball fi eld relocati on.  The existi ng path in this 
area is currently compacted earth, resulti ng from high foot-traffi  c use.   With higher levels of use,  creati ng a secondary gravel trail 
(see Design Guidelines) will keep users off  adjacent turf.  Further, this connecti on will help direct users to the east fi eld from the 
parking lot.  With a well-defi ned and visible connecti on like this, users will be encouraged to use the Lyn Ary Park parking area and 
not park on the street.

* graphic is best view
ed in color

Proposed vehicle barrier 
between Susitna View 
Ct. and the Park (i.e.park 
bollards).
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The existi ng main asphalt path curving around the 
southern ball fi eld has a very high level of use and 
its width now exceeds the 2’ shoulders.

Limits of Acceptable Change

Item Measurement Acti on Opti ons
Trails Widening of Informal Trail 

(normal <2’ width)
1)  Path width fulfi lls a need and should be maintained: 
formalize the trail through upgrading to mulch surface, or 
higher trail class.

2) Path is not desired: block and revegetated.
Widening of Secondary 
Trail - Mulch (normal 2-4’ 
width)

1) Path width fulfi lls a need and should be maintained: 
formalize the trail through upgrading to a gravel path.   

2) Increased width is not desired: restrict path width to 2’ or 
less and revegetate shoulders.

3) Path is not desired: block and revegetated.
Widening of Secondary 
Trail - Gravel (normal 4-6’ 
width)

1) Path width fulfi lls a need and should be maintained: 
formalize the trail thorough upgrading to an asphalt trail.

2) Increased width is not desired: restrict path width to 2-4’ or 
less, and revegetate shoulders.

3) Path is not desired: block and revegetated.
Widening of Primary Trail - 
Asphalt (normal >6’ width)

1)  Path width fulfi lls a need and should be maintained: widen 
asphalt area to accommodate excessive shoulder use.

2)  Increased width is not desired: restrict path width to 6’ or 
less, and revegetate shoulders.

Table 3 - Limit of Acceptable Change Summary

The following items have been identi fi ed as 
benefi tti  ng from the provision of Limits of 
Acceptable Change (LAC).  These provide 
quanti fi able indicators of when acti on needs 
to be taken to remediate or re-examine issues.  
Refer to Appendix C (page 37) for an overview 
of the LAC Process.

As of 2009, Lyn Ary Park users are generally 
happy with the conditi on of the Park.  In 
additi on to some existi ng concerns, these 
limits have been established to deal 
with typical park maintenance, and the 
potenti al for increased park usership, and 
corresponding pressures on the Park.
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A desire line that exists the Park’s eastern 
boundary and the ball fi elds currently exceeds the 
Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) and indicate the 
need for a trail upgrade or removal of trail.

The damage done to this bench in the upper 
playground area exceeds the Limits of Acceptable 
Change (LAC) and should be replaced or repaired.

Table 4 - Limit of Acceptable Change Summary

Item Measurement Acti on Opti ons

General Erosion Vegetati on has died back 
in an area greater than 2 
square feet.

1) Area will be open to reasonable subsequent user impact: 
re-grade and revegetate.

2) Area will be open to moderate or higher subsequent user 
impact: further develop surfaces to provide a non-erosive 
surface.

3) Source of erosion can be removed: revegetate.

Litt er Overfl owing litt er bins 
within a week of being 
serviced

1) Maintenance can be increased: increase servicing.

Maintenance can not be increased: provide additi onal litt er 
receptacles.

Noise Excessive noise 1) Noise is event based and during park hours: MOA 
provides subjecti ve guidance on noise within a 
neighborhood as part of permit regulati ons.

2) Aft er hours noise: city noise ordinances are enforced 
through MOA Police.

Playgrounds Number of children using 
equipment piece exceeds 
design usage by 10%

1)  Equipment is being used properly: provide additi onal 
equipment to expand safe usage of equipment.

2) Equipment is being used improperly: ensure rules and 
regulati ons for use of equipment is posted clearly.

LAC (CONT’D)
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LAC (CONT’D)

Table 5 - Limit of Acceptable Change Summary

Existi ng site erosion on the hillside. 

Item Measurement Acti on Opti ons
Tennis Courts Cracking of surface, fading 

of lines
1) Report to MOA for repair.

Portable Toilets Faciliti es are over-capacity 1) Regular maintenance is being provided: additi onal 
servicing may be needed..

2) Expanded servicing isn’t available: investi gate provision of 
additi onal portable toile.

Planted Areas Invasive species and weeds 1) Invasive species are present in the park: remove as soon as 
possible and treat so as to discourage reappearance.

Maintenance 1) Low aestheti cs: additi onal maintenance request to MOA for 
pruning, watering,  removal/replacement, etc.

Irrigati on 1) Drought-stressed plant material: additi onal irrigati on service 
should be provided by park volunteer

Parking Parking lot not full No needed acti on

Parking lot not full, parking 
on neighborhood streets

1) Parking on Illiamna Avenue: no needed acti on

2) Parking in surrounding neighborhood: update signage to bett er 
direct vehicles to parking lot

3) Parking on Illiamna Avenue and in surrounding neighborhood: 
signage to encourage vehicles to park in lot or along Illiamna Ave.

Parking lot full, parking on 
Illiamna full, and parking on 
adjacent streets excessive 

1)  Park is overused and acti vity level is no longer appropriate.  
Investi gate opti ons for how to restrict park usage or bett er 
accommodate users without having negati ve impact on 
neighborhood.

A large desire line that exists between the parking 
lot and cul-de-sac at Susitna View Court.
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there is a desire for table surfaces in additi on 
to seati ng.  A proporti on of the picnic tables 
should be accessible.

LITTER RECEPTACLES3. 

Litt er receptacles should be provided in close 
proximity to where benches, picnic tables or 
other faciliti es are provided.  Maintenance 
schedule should be increased.  If it is 
determined that this does not provide enough 
litt er receptacles at any given locati on, then 
additi onal receptacles should be provided.  
Locati on of litt er receptacles should also take 
ease of maintenance into considerati on.

BICYCLE RACKS4. 

Bicycle racks should be provided in convenient 
proximity to desti nati ons where people would 
be expected to park their bikes (i.e. entrances, 
ball fi elds, play areas, etc...)

DOG REFUSE STATIONS5. 

Dog refuse stati ons should be provided in 
key locati ons where dog walkers would be 
expected to encounter them prior to requiring 
a bag.

PLAYGROUNDS
Playgrounds shall meet industry standard design and safety criteria. 
Selecti on of replacement playground equipment in the future shall be 
to maintain equivalent play opportuniti es and play types and provide 
acti viti es for a similar number of children. If new or diff erent play 
equipment is desired, a community process shall be established via 
the TCC to assess needs and desires, and develop appropriate designs 
for the identi fi ed needs. No additi onal area other than that described 
within this master plan report and its recommendati ons shall be used 
for playground acti viti es and equipment.

TENNIS COURTS
Tennis courts shall be renovated and maintained, possibly in 
coordinati on with a non-profi t group to appropriate nati onally 
accepted standards for tennis courts. 

SITE AMENITIES
The Parks and Recreati on Department has standard site ameniti es for 
Anchorage parks. Existi ng items should be replaced as required over 
ti me, and any new items replaced shall match these standards. If an 
item is desired that is not covered by these standards, they should be 
chosen based on how well they provide for their intended use and 
how they fi t into the overall functi onal and aestheti c ideals of the 
guidelines.  As of 2009, these guidelines are under development and 
should be referred to before replacement or additi on of site ameniti es. 
General design guideline discussion is given below, and refer to the 
Master Plan graphics (Figure 4, page 25, Figure 5, page 26) for specifi c 
recommended locati ons.

BENCHES1. 

Benches should be provided at development/amenity areas as well 
as adjacent to trail areas.  Key points should include points of notable 
views, and where rest areas are needed between seati ng areas.  
Backless and benches with backs should be used to allow fl exibility of 
placement of benches, and integrati on into their locati ons.  Backless 
benches provide a more transparent profi le, and would be ideal for 
locati ons where seati ng should be secondary to the view and not 
compete with it.  Half of the benches should meet ADA Accessibility 
Guidelines (ADABAG) accessible bench requirements. These 
requirements address bench design and the provision of backs and 
arms.

PICNIC TABLES2. 

Picnic tables should be provided at development/amenity areas where 
Much of the existi ng site furniture within the Park 
meets current MOA standards.

Appendix A - Design Guidelines
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APPENDIX A (CONT’D)

PORTABLE TOILETS
The portable toilet enclosures shall not 
be allowed or designed.  Permanent and 
temporary structures create spaces for 
vandalism and loitering.  Portable toilets shall 
be screened with natural planti ngs.

SIGNAGE
Signage should be per MOA Parks and 
Recreati on sign guidelines (currently under 
development in 2009). Any signage developed 
for the site should be of a design and locati on 
that it complements existi ng site elements, 
should be appropriate to the natural character 

Main Trail

Secondary Trail

Footpath

of the site, and should provide informati on in a concise and useful 
manner.

PLANTED AREAS
It is recommended that only nati ve species be uti lized within the 
majority of the park.  Non-nati ve species may be desired for aestheti c 
reasons at park entrance areas.  This is a logical area for them, and has 
the added benefi t of easy accessibility for the increased maintenance 
that non-nati ve species may someti mes need (i.e. beds of annual and/
or perennial species, and the required pruning and maintenance of 
fl owering species).

No non-nati ve species should be uti lized that have the potenti al to 
escape from their original planti ng area (i.e. invasive). 

Should any non-nati ve aquati c species be found within the natural 
areas of the site, immediate acti on should be taken to remove them in 
a manner that prohibits their future presence.

NATURAL AREAS
Natural areas shall be maintained for habitat quality, play 
opportuniti es, and safety.

Evidence of erosion is a good indicator of habitat quality.  All areas that 
currently show erosion should be examined and if necessary, treated to 
remove the signs of erosion, and prevent further erosion.  This can be 
done through limiti ng access and allowing natural regenerati on and/
or immediate replanti ng, changing the grade of such areas to reduce 
the tendency to erode, or formalizing and designing for the use that is 
causing erosion.  Each area should be examined to determine the cause 
of erosion, and the soluti on weighed on the merits of how well it deals 
with the problem and how it is aff ected by usage needs.

TRAILS
All trails within the Park should meet one of the following trail types:

MAIN TRAIL1. 

This trail is an 8’ width, asphalt surface with 2’ gravel shoulders on both 
sides.  The surface of the trail is fully accessible and allows for traffi  c to 
travel easily on both sides.

SECONDARY TRAIL2. 

This trail is a 6’ width, mulch or compacted gravel (3/4” minus with 
fi nes) surface with 2’ shoulders on both sides.  Mulch surface may 
be preferred for areas with lighter use, but is not an ADA accessible 
surface. The compacted gravel allows for heavier use than the mulch 
trail and provides an ADA accessible surface, but does not allow for 
as heavy use as the asphalt trail.  These types of secondary trails are 



Lyn Ary Park Master Plan

32 November 30, 2009 Draft 

The existi ng sign and planti ngs at Illiamna and 
Turnagain Parkway act as a primary gateway at this 
corner.  It could be more eff ecti ve if connected to 
the access point.

appropriate for spur connecti ons off  of the 
main trails.

FOOTPATH3. 

This trail is a 2-4’ width, bark mulch surface.  
This is not an accessible route, and therefore, 
is appropriate where circulati on is necessary 
but damaging to lawn or planti ng areas.  
Placement of a mulch ‘footpath’ will prevent 
further soil erosion.

INFORMAL TRAIL4. 

This trail, also called a desire line, is created 
by a user and was not originally intended 
to occur.  These are typically very narrow in 
width, typically accommodati ng only one user 
who needs to walk quickly from point to point.

PARK GATEWAYS
Proposed gateways in the Park should conform 
to one of the following gateway types:

PRIMARY GATEWAY1. 

The intent behind this type of gateway is to 
acknowledge the presence of the Park within 
the community, and identi fy a locati on as a 
primary access point.  It serves to welcome 
and direct the all types of park users from 
without the community into the Park.  It 
should be easily identi fi ed upon fi rst arrival to 

Primary Gateway - Accent paving, seati ng, large 
signage, accent planti ng

Secondary Gateway - Same use of materials as with 
Primary Gateway, no designated area for seati ng, 
secondary level of signage

Access Point - Highlight trail entrance with use of 
planti ngs, no need to use decorati ve materials

APPENDIX A (CONT’D)

the Park.

SECONDARY GATEWAY2. 

This type of gateway is to identi fy a locati on 
as another access point into the Park, typically 
one that is familiar to the residents of the 
neighborhood.  This type may not be as visible 
upon arriving to the Park, but is well-known 
with the locals.  Signage is important to 
identi fy the Park and orient users.

ACCESS POINT3. 

This type of gateway is to acknowledge an 
access point to the Park.  Signage is not 
needed, but it should have a similar character 
(either in planti ng styles or material use) to 
the other gateways and park elements to help 
users understand that this access point is part 
of the Park.
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Appendix B - TCC Resoluti on
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APPENDIX B (CONT’D)
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APPENDIX B (CONT’D)
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Appendix C - Limits of Acceptable Change
The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) process is based on the premise 
that changes to a site will occur over ti me as a result of natural and 
human factors. The goal of management is to keep the character and 
rate of change within acceptable levels that are consistent with plan 
objecti ves and protecti on of the site. The management challenge is one 
of deciding:

What changes should occur?• 

How much change will be allowed?• 

What management acti ons are needed to guide and control it? • 

How will managers know when the established limits have been • 
reached?

The LAC process establishes benchmarks to quanti tati vely determine 
what management acti ons would restore conditi ons should changes 
become incompati ble with the Park’s vision.

In order to identi fy change, measurable indicators are chosen that 
address parti cular areas of concern. An indicator serves as a measuring 
sti ck to indicate changes in conditi ons that occur over ti me. To be 
eff ecti ve an indicator should be judged against the following criteria:

Relevant: Helps describe the overall health of the Lyn Ary Park • 
system

An Early Warning Signal: Alerts managers about trends in • 
conditi ons before it is too late to act

Measurable: Can be stated in quanti fi able units• 

Specifi c & Signifi cant: Detects a change in conditi ons that reduces • 
the future desirability or ecological viability of the area

Sensiti ve & Discriminati ng: Detects a change in conditi on that • 
occurs within one year and as the result of human acti viti es (vs. 
natural fl uctuati ons)

Reliable: Can be measured accurately by diff erent observers using • 
the same procedures to collect informati on

Cost Eff ecti ve & Feasible: Can be measured by fi eld personnel using • 
uncomplicated equipment and straight forward sampling techniques

Examples of Indicators:

Ground cover loss• 

Crowding• 

Trail damage and multi ple-trailing• 

Each indicator has an associated standard, 
a quanti fi able measure that dictates at 
what point change becomes unacceptable.  
When this standard is exceeded, a specifi c 
management acti on may be initi ated to 
maintain desired conditi ons.

Potenti al problem areas will be identi fi ed 
by the comparison of existi ng conditi ons to 
standards. This helps to identi fy management 
acti ons that could be implemented to restore 
or achieve desired conditi ons. Possible acti ons 
will be evaluated in terms of their desirable 
outcomes and undesirable side eff ects. For any 
given alternati ve, there may be a number of 
potenti al management acti ons that could be 
undertaken to achieve standards. 

When implementi ng the LAC planning 
system, monitoring takes on a new role 
of importance and relevance. Monitoring 
becomes perceived as an essenti al, practi cal 
element of the park management process.  To 
this end, citi zens and park user groups may 
volunteer to become involved in assisti ng 
with the monitoring program, raising 
public awareness and cooperati on in sound 
management. In essence, they will become 
partners in management and also become a 
knowledgeable consti tuency who can help 
when new situati ons require adjustments or 
new decisions to be made to perpetuate the 
desired future conditi ons of the Lyn Ary Park 
Master Plan.
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Appendix D - Survey #1 Results (For Adults)
Other responses to 
Questi on 3 included: 
Biking, sledding, 
birding, sitti  ng, 
looking at views, 
football, frisbee, 
ulti mate Frisbee, 
soccer, running, 
biking, photography, 
writi ng, reading, 
being close to 
nature, maintaining 
the memorial 
garden, picnicking, 
skateboarding, 
using the beach, 
socializing, group 
events, skiing, swings, 
climbing wall, tennis, 
birthday parti es, 
play with dogs, 
snowman building, 
fort building, and 
maintaining fl ower 
beds
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Other responses to 
Questi on 4 included: 
skiing

Answers to Questi on #6 were summarized for ranking in Survey #2

APPENDIX D (CONT’D)
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Answers to Questi ons #7-10 were summarized for ranking in Survey #2

APPENDIX D (CONT’D)
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Appendix D - Survey #1 Results (For Children and Young Adults)
Other Questi on 3 
response: Scooter

Other Questi on 4 
responses: Bike trail

APPENDIX D (CONT’D)
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Other Questi on 5 
responses: Another 
swing set, soccer 
nets, picnic or 
barbecue shelter, 
more play structures, 
forts and things to 
play on, permanent 
bathrooms

APPENDIX D (CONT’D)
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Appendix E - Survey #2 Results

Additi onal comments for Questi on #1:

Include acti ve parti cipati on in Trail watch. High Priority • 
A small fenced off -leash dog area would be great.  Many of us use the area for • 

dog play and have for yours.  We pick up waste and take care of the Park.  You 
can't throw a frisbee in your back yard, not with any force, so you and your dog 
can play and exercise.  PLEASE, consider dogs.

Another opportunity to consider is the role of Lyn Ary Park in the history of • 
Anchorage.

As I get older #5 gets more important• 
I feel that these survey questi ons are rigged in favor of eliminati ng the • 

ball fi elds. The folks at Anchorage West Litt le League deserve a lot of credit 
for volunteering their considerable ti me to maintain these fi elds when the 
municipality and the neighborhood failed to do so.  There are too many people 
who view this Park as their own personal preserve.  

Low cost and low maintenance are the keys, • 
upgrading existi ng without having to demolish and 
start from ground zero.  A park shelter with large 
natural grill would be a great additi on.

No. 6 is a loaded questi on.  #9 ---We have done • 
fi ne in the past without a lot of enforcement.
Safety is paramount.  Not sure winter acti viti es so • 

important-  in theory they are, but in reality, people 
really do tend to prefer to stay indoors here in ANC.

The plan must focus on fewer cars.  There is • 
inadequate parking.  The cul-de-sac at  Susitna 
View Court  should be re-opened.  Users should be 
directed to the parking lot below the tennis courts.  
Cars parked along Turnagain and Illiamna cause a 
safety issue as kids and bikers dart out from behind 
them.
Way  too much of the park, (around the tennis • 

courts, above the parking lot and along the side 
adjoining Turnagain Pkwy), is unsafe for play, 
inaccessible and unusable because of overgrown 
trees and shrubs.
We greatly appreciate that it is designed to be • 

enti rely handicap accessible, a very important 
factor of considerati on.
What does clear sight lines mean?  Everyone • 

wants a safe park, but if that means cutti  ng own all 
the trees, then NO!!  Nothing is perfectly safe, and 
I don't want a saniti zed park with no wild areas for 
us to run around and play in.
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Additi onal comments for Questi on #2:

A couple of covered picnic tables would be nice.• 
A large natural rock grill with a small shelter would be a great additi on to the • 

park.
Ball fi elds can only be used by ballplayers - a huge amount of space that is • 

for a small percentage of populati on. If they need upgrades, then some of the 
money should come from that user group

Dogs.  Dogs.  Dogs.  People will be there with pooches, so accommodate them • 
in such a way as to minimize negati ve impacts.
Grassy area of the park needs repair, (holes, depressions, uneven areas), and • 

upgrade to capture some of the unused, overgrown areas of the park.  High 
priority to this very overused park.
I could not rank fencing because it is too broad a category.  I like the fencing • 

the baseball fi elds provide because they provide separate areas to allow diverse 
acti viti es to occur at the same ti me.  More people can use the open space.  I 
have watched these areas over the years and more people use them when the 

fencing is up.  I see people using these areas for 
off  leash dog training areas which is an acceptable 
usage even though I do not do this.
I'm not sure what fencing there is.  There should • 

be none.  Turnagain's original covenants said no 
fencing.

Lawn in upper area needs irrigati on and watering • 
in the summer
Open grassy space for pick up games is very • 

important and I would place it as high priority.  
Currently that space is co-used with ball fi elds.

Park needs building for water/snack sells.• 
Plants for moose and people browse. High • 

Priority  How about planti ng some apple trees and 
raspberry bushes.

The baseball fi elds are a complete waste of • 
space when considering the fact they take up the 
most space and they are used for only a handful of 
months throughout the year.  The fences around 
the baseball fi elds are an eyesore.

The benches and picnic tables in place are • 
fi ne, but we could use a few more.  The north 
(single) ball fi eld needs the missing half of the gate 
replaced - It’s been broken/missing for at least 3 
summers.

The fl ower garden near the coastal trail is a nice • 
area for reading, visiti ng, and meditati ve acti viti es.

The wood block wall that divides the upper • 
park from the lower park should be replaced with 
something similar but perhaps less intrusive that 
bett er enhances the views of the Inlet from the 
upper park. High Priority.  The wooded hillside 
above the parking area should be upgraded to 
prohibit cut-through access from the trail above to 
the parking lot below.  The amount of erosion is a 
concern.  High priority.  One other area that begs 
for att enti on is the issue of access to the coast from 
the Lyn Ary area across the TK Coastal Trail.  I have 
appreciated the lack of formal access to this area 
since the trail was fi rst constructed but now believe 
some provision for access should be considered.  
The number of people recreati ng in this area is 
substanti al and the increasing development of 
informal trails is impacti ng the vegetati on on the 
bluff .  I have also observed a wider range of users 
out on the coast, from youth to seniors, and this 
should be encouraged.  We are a coastal city, aft er 
all.
Upgrade trail through down to coastal trail - not • 

so close to dug outs of ball fi elds. Too many close 
calls with bikers and ball players.
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APPENDIX E (CONT’D)

Additi onal comments for Questi on #3:

A quick comment on the opti on of frisbee • 
golf: I do not believe the MOA adequately thinks 
through the impact that frisbee golf has on existi ng 
vegetati on and natural areas in general.  I do not 
believe Lyn Ary has suffi  cient open space and 
natural areas to support this acti vity and would 
not support it because frisbee golf has not been 
limited seasonally the way mountain biking has 
been (i.e. closures from breakup to early June to 
allow vegetati on to become established).  The 
amount of vegetati on trampling and corresponding 
erosion from frisbee golf along the lower Chester 
Creek bike trail is discouraging.  I am sure a park like 
Lyn Ary could not tolerate this type of use without 
substanti al impact.

Any amenity that will draw people from outside • 
of the neighborhood should be avoided and those 
that already come from outside the neighborhood 
should be directed to the parking lot and any 
parking along the streets should be secondary.
Every morning I walk our dogs and pick up litt er• 
Frisbee golf takes a lot of space and once a large • 

game is started prohibits others from enjoying 
wide swaths of park area. Usually older teens and 
adults play - may inti midate younger kids from 
enjoying play space. At Westchester Lagoon, they 
play frisbee golf well past midnight on summer 
nights and the nearby trash bins are all fi lled with 
beer & Liquor bott les. Consider the crowd that you 

may unintenti onally att ract.    Community Garden 
- Nice idea but may require too large of a space 
allotment & plus the added cost of watering pipes 
-installati on and service.
High priority to provide dog stati on, but signage • 

needed and enforced that it is NOT a dog park.
I think adding frisbee golf to the park is a bad • 

idea (safety concerns).  Also would not like to see 
barbecue areas added to the park.  In short, please 
do not let this park become another "Valley of the 
Moon," which my family no longer visits because of 
concerns around cleanliness and personal safety.
I think we really need signs telling people not • 

to stand on the trail to watch games or to occupy 
more than one half of the trail. Groups of people 
blocking the trail cause problems for people trying 
to get through. It's especially dangerous near the 
bott om of that hill, because of bikers. It sounds like 
a no-brainer, but a lot of people just don't think 
about it.

Lyn Ary Park is supposed to be a neighborhood • 
park, not a mecca for the whole city.  Please, 
maintain it as a pocket gem for the people who live 
nearby.  We walk, ski, roller blade, and skijor there 
with our families.  Some of us go down there and 
clean up aft er others on a regular basis, as well.  
Don't turn it into something grandiose.  We want a 
quiet and safe place where there aren't dozens of 
strangers parked on the streets where our children 
and pets now play.   Thanks.

Maintain what is there is more important than • 
building anything new. Shelter should be simple, 
open-air facility that is low cost to maintain. Areas 
of family use most important, like picnic area with 
BBQ and simple shelter

More defi ned areas for each family using the • 
park for barbecuing and eati ng.
Signage about what's available on the trails • 

and distance from Lyn Ary. High Priority    Perhaps 
having an emergency phone like are on some 
highways and include a camera for monitoring 
prank calls and possibly the bike rack. High Priority
Winter-Ice Rink• 
Yes. These results have been collected and • 

presented in such a way that is ambiguous and 
does not let us see all of the good ideas that folks 
have presented.  This survey would have been 
bett er if it had presented the ideas fi rst, then let us 
rank them. Someti mes a very good idea is missed 
by everyone because they didn't have a chance to 
even see it. Also frisbee golf doesn't mix well with 
other users of the park -ouch.
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Questi on # 4: requested volunteer contact informati on (results not shown)

Comments for Questi on #7:

Only required because the fi elds were so over scheduled that there was • 
no ti me available for unorganized neighborhood play. Getti  ng the permit cost 
money, required a resoluti on from the TCC and required dealing with Parks 
and Rec for the permit. Simpler soluti on, ensure that one or two nights a week 
during the summer are left  unscheduled for open play.
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Questi on #8: Asked for additi onal things that 
we may have missed

Access to the Ball fi elds and park from Susitna • 
View Court from 8 am to 10 pm should be restored 
to the public.   Conservati on easements should be 
obtained on existi ng green space around the Park 
and along the coastal trail.  If you look at Yahoo 
maps you will be surprised at how large the public 
believes the park is and when you look at the actual 
boundaries of the park, how small it really is.  The 
Park needs to be protected from encroachment by 
large mansion builders.

Additi onal traffi  c on Foraker due to the additi on • 
of road and houses.   Parking, sidewalks, speed 
limits, speed bumps etc will be essenti al to safety of 
walkers, bikers and park users

Aft er hours use by teens can be very inti midati ng • 
to local residents.  I have been accosted on 
numerous occasions and have felt that I need to 
avoid the area at certain ti me.

All the best to those involved in the planning • 
process for making this beauti ful area the best, 
safest and must useful it can be for all. Thank you.

Ameniti es that could go with an Anchorage to • 
Seward separated pathway (which would include 
connecti ng the Coastal Trail south of Kincaid) 
making Anchorage and Seward a desti nati on of 
multi -modal transportati on (bike, bus, Alaska 
Marine Highway, Anchorage Internati onal Airport, 
Alaska Railroad).
Baseball fi elds need to have fl ag pole and • 

practi ce areas.
Be sure the bike/ped path doesn’t intersect with • 

the acti ve rec. area. The path needs to have more 
direct access from street level to coastal trail.

Can we view the existi ng master plan • 
somewhere?

Do not allow removal of treed areas.  Leave the • 
wild spaces wild.
Encroaching development on the perimeter of • 

the park; lawsuit against muni regarding garden 
area on someone else’s land
Ensuring that private interests do not outweigh • 

public interests
I appreciate the idea of the fl ower garden; • 

however it lacks oomph. The design could be 
improved for higher impact. ( I say this without 
volunteering, so take it with a grain of salt.) I know 
it is managed by volunteers and appreciate their 
eff orts. Maybe putti  ng in a community vegetable 
garden in conjuncti on could make bett er care 
possible by bringing people regularly to site.

I hope the ball fi elds will not be eliminated due • 
to the new homes under constructi on or those to 
be built.
I want to see this park maintained as it was • 

originally intended, as a local, not community wide 
park.

Loose dogs are a big problem and people sti ll let • 
the dogs crap all over everything without cleaning 
it up.  Also, the is too much space devoted to sports 
like baseball that hardly ever get used for that 
purpose.  Eliminate all fences.

Need some Bleachers at the Baseball fi elds and • 
the trail to not be in the middle of it all.  Kind of 
scary with the big hill of young riders fl ying down 
with us spectators getti  ng possibly ran into.   It 
almost happened a few ti mes

Not sure.  Because of the mess of constructi on, • 
we have spent less ti me than usual at Lyn Ary.  We 
hope that it will be more friendly and useful soon.

Parking in cul-de-sac is not illegal - Why are we • 
blocked from parking there?

Parking should be allowed on Susitna View Ct • 
- that it is posted No Parking any ti me and under 
surveillance is ridiculous.  Is it not a public street?

Parking.  If people do not use the lot, then there • 
needs to be some sort of limitati on on street 
parking.  Sooner or later, someone’s kid or dog is 
going to be hit by a speeder passing a line of parked 
cars that hides pedestrians.  And not allowing 
parking on Susitna Circle is just ridiculous.  For 
crying out loud, they are part of the neighborhood, 
too, and shouldn’t enjoy privileges others do not 
have.  It is all for one and one for all.

Please do not let the few wealthy souls on the • 
NW corner of the park have more infl uence than 
they deserve.  The park was there long before they 
were there, and they should adapt to the park, not 
the other way around.

Please ensure that this park remains a • 
neighborhood park and does not become an 
att racti ve magnet that brings traffi  c and parking 
issues for which the park and neighborhood are too 
small to handle.

Please leave the park as natural as possible.• 
Safety of mixed user groups; such as a trail that is • 

not used as seati ng and viewing area for baseball, 
like a by pass trail. Toilet doors that don’t directly 
access to the trail so that people don’t walk into 
moving traffi  c on the trail.

The more we “build up” the park (BBQ stati ons, • 
shelters, etc) the more “out of neighborhood” 
traffi  c we’ll have.  I worry about overuse and 
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overcrowding.
This park is small and is a neighborhood park.  • 

It should not be used to encourage barbecues 
and large events from outside the neighborhood 
because there is very litt le parking.

This park should not become a place for groups • 
to just “hang out,” thus inhibiti ng others from 
wanti ng to visit and use park faciliti es.  To me, some 
of the beauty of the park is that for the most part, 
users are acti ve -- children playing, people walking 
their pets, coastal trail users, youth sports, etc.  I 
would hate to have that character of the park go 
away.

Too many cars on Illiamna cause traffi  c problems • 
and congesti on

Tree buff ers needed to be planted in appropriate • 
areas to visually shield housing development on the 
east and west sides of the park.
Upgrades at low cost without disrupti ng the • 

natural surroundings.  It should conti nue to blend in 
with the neighborhood and not look like something 
from the lower 48.
Upgrading the coastal trail entries with architect • 

and / or mowed upkeep.
We need the ball fi elds!!• 
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Appendix F - Crime and Park Permit Stati sti cs

       
Count of SIMPLIFIED YEAR           

SIMPLIFIED 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Grand 
Total

ALL OTHER OFFENSES         1 1 
BURGLARY   1   4 5 
DISTURBANCE      1 1 
FALSE ALARM 4 3  3 10 20 
FRAUD/FORGERY    1  1 2 
LOST/FOUND PROPERTY    1   1 
RESISTING/ESCAPE      1 1 
SEX ASSAULT   1    1 
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE 1  1  1 3 
THEFT   1   1 2 
TRAFFIC ACCIDENT   2 1 1  4 
VANDALISM 1 1 4 2 2 10 
WARRANT SERVICE   1    1 
WEAPONS OFFENSE      1 1 
Grand Total 6 10 8 6 23 53 

Crime incidents which occurred in the Park or within 300 feet of the 
Park which resulted in a report being writt en.

Park Use Permits:

The informati on below is aggregate informati on for three summers of booking (2007, 2008, 2009):

Baseball fi eld bookings - 1145 individual baseball diamond bookings• 

Picnic/Park use - 25• 

Liquor Permits - 2• 

Trail bookings (trail events) - 12 events• 

Trail bookings (groups of individuals) - 194 people• 
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Appendix G - Friendly Rules Sign (Regulatory Signage Text)

To make sure everyone has 

a safe, healthy park visit, please:

Graffiti Busters
343-GONE

Adopt-A-Park
343-4288

Trail Watch
343-4296

Police non-emergency line
786-8500

www.AnchorageParkFoundation.org

Welcome to this Anchorage municipal park.

This park is for the enjoyment of all. 

Visit the park between 6 a.m. and 11 p.m.  
Park is closed between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.

Refrain from using motorized vehicles in parks and on trails.

Help keep our parks clean.  Please take your trash with you.

Keep your dogs and other pets on a leash and under your control.  
Pick up your pet’s waste and pack it out.

Cooperate in keeping restrooms clean and sanitary.

Cook only in safe grilling sites using grills or barbecues and properly dispose 
the hot coals.  Please do not build campfires and be watchful of fire hazards.

Do not damage or deface natural resources, structures or equipment.

Enjoy viewing wildlife but do not harm animals or birds.

Be BEAR AWARE. When recreating in bear country, please travel in groups of 3 or 
more, make noise and carry bear spray. Obey trail closure notices for your own safety.

Do not discharge firearms of any kind in any Anchorage park. 

Be courteous of other trail users.  In particular, skateboarders, skaters and cyclists 
should watch out for pedestrians and others.”

Refrain from consuming alcoholic beverages in parks. 

HAVE FUN!
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Appendix H - Historic Documents: 1949 Turnagain Plat
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1952 Lyn Ary Park Survey
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APPENDIX H (CONT’D)

1980 Lyn Ary Park Plan (Revised)
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1953 Turnagain House Numbers
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APPENDIX H (CONT’D)

1947 Turnagain Plat - Future Capitol Site
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APPENDIX H (CONT’D)

1948 Turnagain Heights Plat 
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Historic Photos

Lyn Ary Homestead log home aft er the 1963 
second story was added.

The original Lyn Ary Homestead, prior to 1957.

Muktuk Marston at the corner of Foraker and 
Illiamna just aft er the 1964 earthquake.

Last remaining home at Lyn Ary Park aft er the 
1964 earthquake.

The original Lyn Ary Homestead around 1960.
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Appendix I - Status of Title in the Vicinity of Lyn Ary Park
LYN ARY PARK PROPERTY 
OWNERSHIP TIMELINE
Most of the property within the Lyn Ary Park 
boundaries is owned by the Municipality of 
Anchorage (MOA) and is dedicated parkland.  
Three separate areas are owned by the MOA 
but the property has not been dedicated as 
parkland by the Municipal Assembly.  There 
is one in-holding, a parcel that is currently 
owned by the Marston Foundati on, whose 
benefi ciaries are Alaska Nati ves, including 
Eskimos, Indians, and Aleuts, residing west of 
the 156th Meridian.  

The following describes land acti ons that have 
taken place regarding Lyn Ary Park parcels.

1.  The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) has 
ti tle to ti delands on the south shore Knik Arm 
of Cook Inlet as a result of a patent from the 
State of Alaska dated April 1, 1966, including 
land north of Lyn Ary Park.  The boundary 
between park land and ti delands is the 1916 
GLO mean high water line (“1916 GLO MHW”), 
nearly all of which is located on dry land in the 
vicinity of the Lyn Ary Park.

2.  Lyn Ary obtained patent to the property 
by patent dated September 23, 1938 and 
recorded November 3, 1938.  The deed uses 
an aliquot descripti on, as follows:

“Lot four and the southeast quarter of the 
southwest quarter of Secti on Twenty-three 
and the northeast quarter of the Northwest 
quarter of Secti on twenty-six in Township 
thirteen north of Range 4 west of the Seward 
Meridian, Alaska.”

3.  Lyn Ary conveyed the land to Muktuk 
Marston on March 9, 1943, using a metes and 
bounds descripti on of the property:

“Commencing at the Northwest corner of Lot 
4 in Secti on 23 T., 13 N. R. 4 W. S.M.; thence 
running 550 feet northeast along Knik Arm to 
a point, thence running south approximately 

550 feet to a blazed cott on wood tree, thence 
west to Simonson’s property line along the 
west side of said lot 4, thence northerly to the 
point of commencement.”

4.  Muktuk Marston recorded a deed to Union 
Bank on September 25, 1946, describing the 
following property:

“Commencing at the Northwest (NW) • 
corner of Lot Four (4) in Secti on Twenty-
three (S. 23), Township Thirteen North 
(T.13N), Range Four West (R.4W), Seward 
Meridian, thence running Five Hundred 
feet (500’) Northeast (NE) along Knik 
Arm to a point; thence running South (S) 
approximately Five Hundred Fift y feet (550’) 
to the Ary property line, and to a point 
approximately fi ft y feet (50’) due West (W) 
of a blazed cott onwood tree, thence West 
(W) to Simonson’s property line bounding 
the West (W) side of said lot Four (4); thence 
Northerly to the point of commencement.”

5.  Muktuk Marston held back a 50’ corridor 
along the western edge of the property when 
he conveyed to Union Bank.  (Compare legal 
descripti ons in ¶ 3 and ¶ 4 above.)

6.  On June 22, 1949 Lyn Ary conveyed his 
interest in the “beach and waterfront lying in 
front of the 550 feet originally sold to Marston 
out of the west side waterfront of the Lyn Ary 
homestead.” 

7.  [Insert explanati on about how the park 
came to MOA]

8.  On June 5, 1952 Union Bank recorded a 
plat called “Block K, Turnagain Heights Sub-
Division” which depicted Lots 1 – 6 along the 
bluff , and lots 7 – 13 South of the other lots.  
This plat does not show the area between the 
northern boundary of the subdivided lots and 
mean high water. 

9.  Block K was shown on a larger area map 
called Plat P-67B, recorded May 9, 1952, 



Lyn Ary Park Master Plan

59November 30, 2009 Draft 

APPENDIX I (CONT’D)

as being “private property” adjacent to the 
eastern boundary of “Lynn Ary Park”.

10.  1964 Earthquake materially changes the 
landscape in and around Lyn Ary Park.

11.  On June 3, 1969 MOA leased land north of 
Lyn Ary Park and Lot 1A of Block K, from M.R. 
Marston.  The leased land is situated north 
of the platt ed land and the original ti delands 
boundary (the 1916 GLO MHW),.  The term of 
the lease was fi ve (5) years.

12.  Corbet Mothe acquired ti tle to Lot 1A (at 
some point) and conti nued to lease the land 
to MOA.

13.  Mr. Mothe sold Lot 1A to MOA [insert 
date].  This land is outlined in red on the map.

14.  In 1987, aft er the Tony Knowles Coastal 
Trail was constructed, Union Bank and the 
Marston Foundati on sued MOA for building 
the trail on their land without permission.  
The Marston Foundati on sued over the 50’ 
corridor that was not conveyed to Union Bank 
in 1946, which (apparently) was also not part 
of the leased land.  

15.  In 1993 the claim by Marston Foundati on 
was sett led when MOA purchased the 50’ 
corridor.  MOA acquired ti tle by a quit claim 
deed that describes three separate parcels: 
a one foot square piece near the northeast 
corner of Lot 1A; a parcel between Lot 1A and 
the 1916 GLO MHW line, and a parcel north of 
the 1916 GLO line.

16.  In 1996 the claim by Union Bank was 
sett led when MOA purchased the enti re parcel 
that remained aft er Union Bank subdivided 
Block K (the area north of the platt ed land that 
became Block K).  MOA acquired ti tle by a quit 
claim deed.


