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Turnagain Community Council 
Meeting Minutes September 6, 2007

Mark Wiggin, TCC President, called the meeting to order.  

I.   Announcements

Mark Wiggin encouraged community members to sign up to run for TCC office because 
new elections are coming up this Fall.

Cathy Gleason announced another tree planning in Lyn Ary on September 11 from 4-
7pm.  Two trees and 28 shrubs are planned for planting with funds remaining from the 
Treerific grant.  Volunteers are needed to plant and pull weeds.

A petition was circulated to ask voters if the Town Square should be named after Ruth 
Moulton.

II.  Community Policing.

Sgt. Denny Allen asked TCC about current crime issues.  He noted that he had set up on 
Turnagain Parkway to look for speeders – he gave two warnings, but no tickets.

Sgt Allen worked through a list of most common complaints received by APD.  He noted 
that the APD is getting 40 calls a day related to valuables taken from cars – 2/3 of these 
are from cars in driveways.  Recommendations:  Do not leave valuables in cars, wear 
purses.  There are lots of fake check scams going around – if you receive a check from an 
unknown person requesting partial reimbursement, do not comply.  Mailboxes are being 
broken into so take your mail out early and report suspicious activity.  Garbage is being 
picked through for personal information and blank checks – shred mail before placing 
into garbage cans.

III.  Assembly Report. 

Assemblymen Dan Sullivan gave the Assembly report.  The Assembly will start meeting 
next week and on the 25th.  

Assemblyman Coffey is submitting a bill that bans dogs from organized areas.  Sullivan 
does not support the ban:  these areas are not used for recreation nine months out of the 
year, the ban is not enforceable, and there is a leash law already.  Educating dog owners 
regarding waste disposal is a better avenue.  Assemblyman Sullivan is concerned about 
the dog parks – they are not fenced and are open to multipurpose use.  Sullivan is 
proposing that dog parks can work if they are done right and would like to see money 
spent there if more Park Bonds pass.
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The Assembly will take up the budget on September 28.   Assemblyman Sullivan asked 
for the Capital Budget Ranking from the TCC.  Cathy Gleason said that she would get it 
to him.

Assemblymen Sullivan and Claman are working on modifications to the Noise 
Ordinance.  People are not following the current one and it does not adequately address 
building activity needs.  As they work on this, Sullivan and Claman will bring highlights 
to the TCC.  A noise bill will not come up until November

A discussion ensued regarding the airport noise.  The Noise Ordinance excludes airport 
noise due to jurisdiction issues. Blythe Marston and Merle Akers provided some history 
on this issue and expressed frustration with the process.

Assemblyman Sullivan said that the Election Committee will meet next week.  He is 
proposing 11 single-member districts for school board members.  He is also proposing 
50% majority requirement for electing the Mayor.  He will distribute copies of drafts to 
the TCC.

Mark Wiggin asked if anything was going on with the merger (Chugach Electric and 
MPL).  Sullivan said he had not information, but that there had been a meeting on that 
subject today.

IV.   Legislative Report.

Rep. Lindsay Holmes gave the Legislative report.  Capital Projects took a lot of 
unexpected hits this session.  85% of the capital projects proposed for this district were 
cut – only three survived:  Spenard Community Patrol, one education grant and a West 
High crosswalk.  

A discussion ensued regarding how to better communicate and coordinate the community 
needs to increase the likelihood of funding and how to increase communications with the 
Governor’s Office in increase the predictability of the budget process.  Cathy Gleason 
suggested that there be better coordination among Community Councils.  Pat Redmond 
noted that many items were not funded because of “other funding available”, yet many of 
these had matching funds.  

Blythe Marston noted that many did not get funding due to “No public process”.  A 
discussion ensued regarding how to correct this.  Assemblyman Sullivan suggested that 
the TCC priorities should also get into the city’s priority list – this would provide 
additional credibility.

There will be a special session on October 18 to revisit the oil tax structure.   Rep. 
Holmes likes a simple structure that is more likely to lead to predictable income and less 
likely to be taken to court.  Blythe Marston encouraged the legislature to seek non-tax 
based incentives to develop older fields.
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Rep. Holms is working on a bill to get more doctors to accept Medicare.

Andy Moto gave Sen. French’s report.  Sen. French is proposing a health care system that 
is similar to the Massachusetts system.  The CATO Institute and the Heritage Foundation 
will hold a debate on this issue on Monday at 1:30pm at the Anchorage Legislative 
Office.  Go to healthyalaskans.com for more information.

V. Turnagain PTA

Lora Settler of the Turnagain PTA described the excellent job performed by the boy 
scouts lead by an Eagle Scout candidate on the ice skating rink.  They fixed the gate, and
pressure washed, replaced and painted the side boards.  The rink is heavily used both 
during and after school.  TCC has provided funds for the skating rink in the past and she 
asked if we would like to contribute again.  They need between $3,500 and $4,000 each 
year and the PTA does some fund raising, but is looking for $1,500 to $1,800.  Mark 
Wiggin asked Lora Settler to come back at October or November meeting and the TCC 
would consider the request then.

VI. Lake Hood operations

Andy Hatzel presented a report on the Lake Hood operations.  Pilots are reminded that 
noise is an issue for neighbors and are given pointers on how to fly friendly.  He said 
most of the noise problems are created by pilots who fly infrequently and that the charter 
operators are sensitive to the issues.  He gave out contact information for operators at 
Lake Hood.  A discussion ensued regarding the high levels of noise these small planes 
create over the neighborhood and how frustrated some community members are with the 
lack of control they have over how these issues are mitigated.  

VII. West Chester Lagoon Project

David Wigglesworth from the Municipality presented the status of the West Chester 
Lagoon Project.  Lagoon water level is still down and was intentionally kept low to help 
grebe nesting success.  Phase 1 (ocean side of the RR tracks) was done in early June.  
Phase 2 design work is complete.  The Public Advisory Group completed its duties and 
the project has adopted many of its recommendations in its final design.  Public 
comments are due to the Corps by September 10.  Project will be complete in 2009.  
David Wigglesworth said he would send an image of what the culvert under the railroad 
tacks will look like and Mark Wiggin will be the image out to TCC members.

VIII.   Anchorage Parks Foundation projects.

Beth Norland of the Anchorage Parks Foundation discussed the three projects that have 
matching funds for projects within the community and to advertise that there will be 
additional funds available for challenge grants in 1008, 2010, and 2012.  Beth Norland 
encouraged the community to form public advisory groups for each project and get them 
moving.  She also reminded people that the challenge grants issued in 2005 will expire 
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October 1, 2007 and one-year extension appliations need to be filed before then if 
projects are not complete.

1) A pedestrian bridge in Balto Seppala Park that is part of a trail system. 
2) Didlika Park beatification:  Beth Norland volunteered their landscape architect to 

help out with the design.
3) Lyn Ary Park:  Mark Wiggins will get names together of interested people to 

form a group.  This group will nominate a chair and will be formally adopted at 
the text meeting.  When recruiting, potential members will be informed that they 
will be required to attend approximately 6 meetings and will need to present a 
report to the TCC.  The group would develop the time-table.  Mark Wiggin will 
send out an e-mail, those who show or respond to the e-mail will be eligible and 
the group will be kept down to 5 to 7 people.

IV.  Centers of Communities

Blythe Marston provided a quick overview of a new project at West High/Romig Junior 
High that is designed to incorporate schools into a “center of community”.  These centers 
will provide additional child care and child and adult activities before and after school 
hours (including summer).  This project is at the vision stage and is looking for input.  
The project has received an $80,000 grant and has support from the Mayor, 
Superintendent, and the Legislature- a unique opportunity to get something done.  There 
will be public meetings in October or November, but dates have not been set.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Habicht, Boardmember


