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TO: Federation of Community Councils  

THRU: David Baldwin  
President  

FROM: Linda R. Kovac   
Secretary-Treasurer  

SUBJECT: Chugiak Community Council 

 
Approved Minutes for Nov. 20, 2008 Meeting  

CALL TO ORDER

  

The President called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.  

Roll Call

 

Present:  David Baldwin, President  
Paula Caywood, Vice President  
Linda Kovac, Secretary-Treasurer  
Gale Armstrong 
Randy McCain 
Marty Parsons  

Excused: Jason Walsh   

Unexcused: Tom Devine  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

  

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes from the 10/16/08 meeting (1 
Armstrong, 2 Parsons).  Motion passed unanimously.  

Copies of Chugiak Community Council s meeting minutes and bylaws are available on the 
FCC s website at www.communitycouncils.org (Click on Chugiak).  

REPORTS

  

CBERRRSA Road Board

  

L. Kovac (688-5356), C. Hudson/Alternate (696-1037). Kovac 
reported: 

 

The 2009 CIP priority list was completed: 
State Grants (70% state grant, 30% local): design/construct Eagle River Lane; complete 

collector on Homestead Rd; upgrade Citation Rd (Eagle River Loop to Eagle River 
Lane); at Brooks Rd-Chugiak Dr-Cross Dr. 

State Grants (100%): improve drainage at Glenn Hwy/Eagle Glenn South; asphalt 
overlay on Hiland Rd (M1-M3.7); develop snow storage site; upgrade Old Eagle River 
Rd (Monte Rd to Baronoff Ave). 

AMATS Non-National Highway System Roads: reconstruct Old Glenn Highway; 
rehabilitate/replace Eklutna Bridge at Old Glenn Hwy; upgrade Hiland Rd; upgrade 
Eagle River Rd. 

AMATS Non-National Highway System Trails: construct Old Glenn Highway trail (Oberg 
Field to Lake Hill Dr); construct Birchwood Loop multipurpose trail; construct Voyles Rd 
trail; construct Oberg Rd trail (Oberg Field to Deer Park Dr); construct Glenn Hwy trail 
(Peters Creek to Knik River). 

AMATS National Highway System: upgrade South Eagle River Interchange (highest 
priority); increase capacity at Hiland Rd Interchange; widen Glenn Hwy (Hiland to 
South Birchwood Loop Interchanges); reconfigure South Peters Creek Interchange s 
southbound entry ramp; reconfigure Thunderbird Falls Exit s off ramp. 

http://www.communitycouncils.org
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On 10/27/08, DOWL made a presentation to the Street Maintenance Board on Eklutna, 
Inc. s plans to develop an unusable fill site on Eklutna s property adjacent to Loretta 
French Park and the Street Maintenance material storage facility.  The master plan 
proposes to use Kerbow Lane in Loretta French Park to access the fill site.  

 
On 11/10/08, The Parks & Rec Board and the Street Maintenance Board had a joint 
meeting to discuss Eklutna, Inc. s request to use Kerbow Lane in Loretta French Park to 
access a proposed fill site on their adjacent property.  A joint resolution is planned.  

Eagle River-Chugiak Parks & Recreation Board

  
G. Armstrong (696-3543), R. Burger/Alternate 

(688-3835).  Armstrong reported: 

 

Capital projects are completely finished. 

 

Grants were made to local non-profits; however, the Lyons Club did not request a grant 
this year. 

 

3.6 km of ski trails have been created at Eagle River High School (ERHS) and adjoining 
HLB property. 

 

A request for bid for a planner to update the Beach Lake Park Master Plan has gone out. 
There will be opportunities for public input on the update. 

 

The Board will be reviewing expansion data for the McDonald Center upgrades.  

Federation of Community Councils (FCC) 

 

R. McCain (229-6009), D. Baldwin/Alternate (688-
0123).  No report 

 

The Community Councils Center is located at 1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 100; 
Phone 277-1977; Email info@communitycouncils.org; Web www.communitycouncils.org.  

Chugiak Community Council Treasury

 

 L. Kovac (688-5356) reported: 

 

There is $2,838.70 in the savings account including a $20 donation from members 
attending the 10/16/08 Council meeting. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to reimburse the President $120.00 from the savings 
account for P.O. Box rental (1 Kovac, 2 Caywood).  Motion was approved unanimously.    

On-Site Wastewater System Technical Review Board

 

 L. Kovac (688-5356)  No report.  

Old Glenn Project Citizen Committee (ADOT&PF # 52515)

   

For project information and its history, go to www.oldglennhighway.com. 

 

Caywood reported that the project has slipped again.  

Title 21 Rewrite Committee (Land Use & Zoning Code Rewrite)

  

No report. 

 

Go to www.muni.org/planning/prj_Title21_PublicHearingDraft.cfm to review the 
Public Hearing Drafts. 

 

All community meetings and public hearings for the Title 21 Public Hearing Drafts are 
posted at www.muni.org/planning/prj_Title21_citpar.cfm. 

 

Assembly T21 Rewrite Committee meetings are generally scheduled for Thursdays, 
Planning Dept. Conference Room at Tudor and Bragaw; 9:30am-11:30am.  
Assemblymember Debbie Ossiander is Chair; Assemblymember Dan Coffey is Vice 
Chair; Assemblymember Sheila Selkregg is the third member.  For an up-to-date 
schedule, go to the Assembly Calendar at www.muni.org/clerk1/Calendar.cfm.  

Consortium of Chugiak-Eagle River Community Councils

  

R. McCain (229-6009), M. 
Mears/Alternate (622-4077)  No report. 

 

The Consortium is dedicated to overseeing the creation of a separate chapter of land use 
regulations for C-ER in Anchorage Municipal Code Title 21. For more information, go to 
www.communitycouncils.org/servlet/content/consortium_c_e.html.   

http://www.communitycouncils.org
http://www.oldglennhighway.com
http://www.muni.org/planning/prj_Title21_citpar.cfm
http://www.muni.org/clerk1/Calendar.cfm
http://www.communitycouncils.org/servlet/content/consortium_c_e.html
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PRESENTATIONS

  
Eagle River Downtown Overlay District

 
Susie Gorski/Director Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce (694-4702, info@cer.org) 
presented the Chamber s proposed ordinance for creating an overlay district for the old core 
area of downtown Eagle River.  Gorski described the project as a grass roots effort based on: 
the Eagle River Revitalization Plan; concerns from residents and businesses; and results of a 
recent Dittman survey.  The ordinance was drafted by Terry Schoenthal/Land Design North.  
The overlay district would control the type of development taking place downtown.  Among 
other features, it would restrict building heights and incompatible land uses, encourage more 
attractive and better-connected housing, incorporate design standards that would use a menu 
system of options, and protect existing development via grandfathering.    

Michael Melielo/President CER Chamber (694-4702, info@cer.org) added that there is no 
intent to create a theme for the downtown area but rather just make it look pleasant.  The new 
Eagle River Town Center would be an important part of the district.  New building plans for the 
area would have to be reviewed against the overlay district s criteria.  He advised that re-
development of the area would be a slow process.  

Gorski distributed overlay district pamphlets and announced that there would be a public 
meeting on the subject in the community meeting room above Garcia s on 12/11/08 at 7pm.  
Review the draft ordinance on the Chamber s website at www.cer.org.  

Bear Issue (see Anchorage Assembly Resolution No. 2008-253 in New Business) 
Assemblymember Bill Starr (350-5481, starrwe@muni.org) discussed his proposed resolution, 
AR No. 2008-253, that would implement policies to help control the Municipality s bear 
problems.  For example, the resolution would allow hunting bears in urban areas and establish 
a municipal Wildlife Safety Specialist for seasonal contract work to manage nuisance bears.  

Rick Sinnott/Wildlife Biologist, Alaska Fish & Game (267-2185, rick.sinnott@alaska.gov) stated 
that, in his experience, the best way to control bears is being proactive to control attractants 
such as trash cans, dumpsters, bird feeders, etc. Since each problem bear is different, each 
case is handled individually. Some bear activity can be tolerated until homes and pets are 
threatened or damaged. Moving problem bears to the Mat-Su or Kenai does not work because 
no one wants them.  Shooting a bear in defense of valuable property is permitted; although, in 
that case, the bear must be skinned and the hide given to Alaska Fish & Game (AF&G).  
Sinnott warned that the average person trying to shoot a bear in their home is so full of 
adrenaline that the walls get shot up pretty good and there is lots of blood to clean up after.  He 
added that moose are more dangerous than bears.  Sinnott stated that AF&G is always looking 
for wildlife patterns and encourages people to call 267-2257 when they have wildlife problems.  
If it is after hours for AF&G, call the State Troopers at 428-7200 for non-emergencies and call 
911 for emergencies.  

Regarding proposed AR No. 2008-253, Sinnott opposed hunting in urban areas or areas of 
Chugach State Park near residential areas.  Since no one wants to deal with wounded bears, 
he suggested that any local hunting be limited to professional hunters.  Sinnott supported the 
idea of having a municipal wildlife biologist but suggested the job be a professional year-round 
position that could coordinate with AF&G on wildlife issues.  

Jack Frost/MOA Deputy Director of Code Enforcement (343-8033, frostjl@muni.org) stated that 
dumpsters should be bear-proof.  He noted that Juneau and Sitka both have good programs for 
protecting trash cans from bears. Expect more citations to be issued in the Municipality for 
inadequately controlling bear attractants.  For renters that do not obey warnings or citations, the 
land owner could be held accountable.  

http://www.cer.org
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MOA Budget

 
Assemblymember Bill Starr (350-5481, starrwe@muni.org) reported that the MOA s budget is 
before the Assembly.  The Assembly recently rejected many budget reductions that he had 
proposed.  Starr warned that the Municipality cannot continue to spend so much with the price 
of crude dropping, a dwindling supply of natural gas, and state relief drying up for local 
communities.  Increasing property taxes are getting too much for some residents to handle. He 
announced that there will be a public meeting at the Joy Lutheran Church near Wal-Mart in 
Eagle River on 11/21/08 from 6-7pm to discuss taxes.  

NEW BUSINESS

  

Anchorage Assembly Resolution No. 2008-253 (see Bear Issue in Presentations) 
The Council discussed AR No. 2008-253, a resolution that would implement policies to help 
control the Municipality s bear problem.  A motion was made and seconded to recommend 
passage of the resolution with additional language that would fund and hire a municipal, year-
round, professional wildlife biologist/park ranger to work along with Alaska Fish & Game (1 
Kovac, 2 Caywood). Motion passed with 10 in favor and 1 against.  

Peters Creek Restoration & Maintenance Project

 

R. McCain gave an update on the project to control Peters Creek icing/erosion and restore 
salmon habitat.  The glaciation problem has been fixed on the creek at the points where the 
Anchorage Soil and Water Conservation District (ASWCD) did recent restoration work.  More 
work is expected.  

A motion was made and seconded to allow R. McCain to purchase a plaque, not to exceed 
$100, to thank ASWCD for their efforts thus-far on the project (1 Kovac, 2 Caywood). Motion 
passed unanimously.  

December Meeting Cancellation

 

A motion was made and seconded to cancel the Chugiak Community Council s regularly 
scheduled meeting for December due to the holiday season (1 Caywood, 2 Parsons).  Motion 
passed unanimously.  

Notice of January Elections

  

The President informed the membership that the Chugiak Community Council Board has a total 
of eight seats plus two alternate seats.  The Council will conduct elections at the January 15th 

meeting for the following seats whose terms are expiring:  

Seat #  District Current Board Member

 

1 West Peters Creek Randy McCain 
3 East Mirror Lake Linda Kovac 
5 Eklutna/Thunderbird Marty Parsons 
7 At Large Dave Baldwin  

Anyone 18+ years who resides in or owns property in Chugiak is eligible to run.  If there is no 
community volunteer for a district, then any eligible person may fill the seat at large . Terms 
are two years.  Duties include attending our monthly meetings.    

Once the Board seats have been filled, the Council will elect officers (President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer) who have additional duties as described in the bylaws.  Also, the 
Council will elect a primary delegate and alternate to the Federation of Community Councils 
(FCC). Terms for these positions run for one year.   

If interested in serving, contact the President (688-0123, dbaldwin@chugiakcouncil.org) and 
attend in January. 
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OLD BUSINESS

  
Old Eklutna Bridge Project

 
 Number One on Chugiak s Wish List 

The Old Eklutna Bridge is located over the Eklutna River on the Old Glenn Highway.  The 
bridge continues to deteriorate and is becoming more and more unsafe.  There are load limits 
already applied to the bridge.  It is feared that the bridge might have to be closed to all traffic.  
The bridge needs to be replaced soon but there is no funding.  Over the years, the Council has 
ranked this project as a high priority.  It is now number one.  

A motion was made and seconded to restate and emphasize the Council s request to get this 
bridge funded and rebuilt (1 Kovac, 2 Parsons). Motion passed unanimously.  The Secretary 
was asked to send a letter to the State and Municipality. 

 

Anchorage Assembly Resolution No. 2008-243  Knik View Water Intertie

 

74 households in the Knik View subdivisions are served by the AWWU Knik View Water 
System which is a failing community well.  This failing well is isolated from AWWU s piped 
water in the new Tablelands Subdivision by a long-established residential neighborhood 
characterized by 15 large rural lots with private individual water wells.  

In order to increase water pressure and water quality for the Knik View subdivisions, AR No. 
2008-243 would approve: 

 

Construction of an AWWU water intertie to connect Tablelands Subdivision s water main 
to the Knik View subdivisions through the rural area via Armas and Deer Park Drives; and 

 

Assessing the 15 private well properties that would be adjacent to the intertie on Armas 
Drive and Deer Park Drive.    

The 74 households would pay nothing additional for the upgrade.  On the other hand, the 15 
private well properties would have to pay for the project, even though the 15 private well 
properties do not need the project and were not asked by AWWU if they wanted the project.  

The Council submitted a resolution to the Assembly expressing concern over the perceived lack 
of fairness in assessing the 15 private well properties.  On 11/18/08, the Assembly heard 
testimony on the proposed assessments for the Knik View water intertie project and then 
closed the public hearing.  The Assembly postponed making a decision until 12/16/08.  Some 
Assemblymembers might try to redefine the intertie from a water distribution line to something 
else.  If that happens, the 15 properties might not be assessed but also might be giving up the 
opportunity to connect to the water line at a locked-in assessment.    

Even though no one knows how the Assembly will decide this issue, Kovac offered to set up a 
neighborhood meeting with the owners of the 15 private well properties and Assemblymember 
Ossiander to hear what the majority of these residents want.  Specifically, do these 15 owners 
want to lock in the proposed assessment on their properties to hook up to municipal water at 
sometime in the future at possibly the cheapest cost they could ever do it OR do these 15 
owners want no assessment on their properties and take their chances on their future water 
needs?  The answer might help the Assembly decide this issue.  

Planning & Zoning Case No. 2008-131

 

Planning & Zoning Case No. 2008-131 is a proposed master plan to rezone 68 acres of the 
north portion of the Eklutna 770 from PC (Planned Community) into a 31-acre disposal site for 
unusable fill, a 10-acre industrial/commercial site, and 27 acres of open/recreational/buffer 
space.  The proposed development would be located south and adjacent to Loretta French 
Park and the Chugiak-Birchwood-Eagle River Rural Road Service Area (CBERRRSA) Street 
Maintenance material storage facility.  It would also be located behind and adjacent to Chugiak 
Benefit Association (CBA) property.  The proposed access would be Kerbow Lane in Loretta 
French Park.   
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Eklutna, Inc. had put the P&Z case on hold pending comments from local community groups.  
Besides the Chugiak Community Council, the Parks & Recreation Board, the Street 
Maintenance Board, and the Chugiak Benefit Association have all now had several meetings 
on this topic.  Representatives from those other meetings were in attendance at this Council 
meeting.  

The Council thoroughly discussed the proposed master plan and quickly concluded that there 
were far more negative aspects to this project than positive.  There was support for Eklutna, 
Inc. to develop its own property.  There was also the belief that this particular proposal was not 
appropriate development.    

A motion was made to oppose the P&Z Case No. 2008-131 master plan for the following 
general reasons: incompatible use with park users and residents; unacceptable access to site; 
unacceptable impacts from traffic/noise/dust/mud; inadequate environmental 
safeguards/monitoring; lack of monitoring of fill activity; lack of remediation plan; lack of long-
range plan for collectors to the area; traffic safety concerns at the Old Glenn Highway with 
school bus location and future Old Glenn Highway westside trail; lack of deadline for fill use 
(multiple time extensions possible); and little or no benefit to the community (1 R. McCain, 2 
Kovac).  Motion passed unanimously.  

OPEN FORUM

  

Chugiak-Eagle River s Alaska 50th Statehood Anniversary

 

There is a big celebration planned for Alaska s 50th birthday at the Lyons Park in Eagle River, 
January 2-4.  If you want to help organize this event, contact Lee Jordan at 688-9068, Matt 
Johnson or Bill Stoltze at 230-2449, or Dixie and Bill Waddell at 688-2610.  

ADJOURNMENT

  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm.  

NEXT MEETING

  

There will be no meeting in December.  The next meeting will be Thursday, January 15, 2009, 
7:00 pm at the Chugiak Benefit Association.    
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BOARD INFORMATION

  
Term

Expires
Name Phone Email District Seat

01/09
Dave Baldwin,

President
688-0123 dbaldwin@chugiakcouncil.org At Large 7

01/10
Paula Caywood,
Vice President

694-8758 cmmgen@mtaonline.net East Peters Creek 2

01/09
Linda Kovac,

Secretary-
Treasurer

688-5356 phone
688-5456 fax

lkovac@chugiakcouncil.org
At Large -

East Mirror Lake
3

01/10 Gale Armstrong 696-3543 armstron@mtaonline.net
Chugiak/
Fire Lake

6

01/10 Tom Devine 688-0618 akdevine@msn.com
At Large -

West Mirror Lake
4

01/09 Randy McCain 229-6009 mccain@mtaonline.net West Peters Creek 1

01/09 Marty Parsons 688-8020 mpar@mtaonline.net
Eklutna/

Thunderbird
5

01/10 Jason Walsh 688-9088 walshj73@yahoo.com At Large 8

01/10 Bill Mears 622-4077 meredithmrs@aol.com
Alternate

Board Member
n/a

01/10 Harold Parker 696-2684 dippercreek@hotmail.com
Alternate

Board Member
n/a

  

The Chugiak Community Council serves Fire Lake, Chugiak, Peters Creek, Mirror Lake, 
Thunderbird Heights, and Eklutna.    We meet at 7pm on the third Thursday of the month at 

the Chugiak Benefit Association s south building (18530 Old Glenn Hwy).  
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