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Meeting minutes – November 12, 2008 

Bear Valley Community Council (BVCC) 
Meeting Notes 

BVCC Meeting – November 12, 2008 
Compiled by Angie Pinsonneault, Secretary 

 
The council meeting was held in the Arts & Crafts Room at the Bear Valley Elementary School, 
15001 Mountain Air Drive.  The meeting started at 7:00 pm, with approximately eighteen people, 
including five council board members.  Thus, a quorum of members was present.  BVCC Chair, 
Cheri Lipps started the meeting, introduced herself and the other officers, and welcomed everyone 
to the meeting.   
 
Hillside District Plan & General Hillside Planning and Platting Update 
Tyler Robinson with the Physical Planning Division of the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) gave a 
general update on the Hillside District Plan and other general hillside planning and platting cases. 
 
The first round of public comments on the Hillside District Plan are due on November 24, 
2008.  The next draft of the Plan will then go to the Planning and Zoning Commission, where it will 
go through another round of public comments (anticipated to happen in February 2009).  Once all 
comments have been analyzed, the final draft will be submitted to the Assembly. 
 
Some items of interest in the Plan: 

• The Plan is recommending to increase slightly the public lands at Old Seward and Rabbit 
Creek Road. 

• The Plan is recommending a “conservation subdivision consideration” for all new 
developments on the hillside – i.e. new developments should be designed to cluster the 
development and leave undeveloped plots of land as greenbelt. 

• The Plan is recommending that the Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility (AWWU) 
certificated boundary be moved back down the hillside. 

o Currently hillside water and sewer is managed by the State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC).  The MOA wants to take over management, and 
would encourage the use of neighborhood systems where viable so that lots that 
cannot otherwise support water and/or sewer systems could be utilized. 

• The Plan is recommending that the Parks and Recreation Service Area be moved up the 
hillside to the state park boundary. 

• Drainage will be handled on a watershed by watershed approach (currently there are 7-8 
separate watersheds).  The MOA is currently considering the use of a management body to 
deal with hillside roads, trails and drainage, similar to the way Eagle River is set up.  This 
would require a community vote and the assessment of a mil rate.  The LRSAs would still 
exist but would deal mainly with winter road maintenance. 
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• The Plan is recommending several new primary and secondary roads.  As a side note of 
information, funding for the Mountain Air Road extension has been approved and funding 
for a Shangri-La East road has been secured. 

• The Plan is recommending one or two more Glen Alps style trail heads, and a series of 
smaller trail heads. 

o The Plan’s first priority is to place trail heads away from areas of existing 
developments.   

 
Tax Districts 
Marty McGee, an Assessor with the MOA, discussed tax districts in the MOA and how they are 
assigned.  He explained that there are currently 51 tax districts in Anchorage, set up to tax 
residents specific mil rates based on the services being received.  These tax districts are not 
defined by law.  Based on prior precedent, if a property sits in more than one service area (tax 
district), the property owner must pay the higher mil rate. 
 
In order to change tax districts, the Assembly must vote to create a new service area.  The 
proposal is then subject to a public vote.  The exception to this is LRSAs (limited road service 
areas).  LRSAs are voted on by the community, and not by the public as a whole.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Service Area bisects a subdivision on the hillside.  The only way to 
change this line is to put it before the Assembly and a public vote.  A decision to push this forward 
should be considered very carefully, as it may open a can of worms… 
 
The Building Safety Service Area issue does not result in additional tax assessments, but does 
affect the way permitting for building structures is obtained and paid for. 
 
 
Potential New Development on Goldenview and Rabbit Creek Roads 
Mary, a resident of the Little Rabbit Creek Road area, asked for permission to speak to the 
Council.  She explained that the 26 acres on the corner of Goldenview and Rabbit Creek Road is 
currently zoned R9.  The developer asked the Planning and Zoning Commission to rezone the 
property to R6, which allows for cluster developments.  The Planning and Zoning Commission is 
not in support of rezoning the property, but the developer is planning to push the request forward 
to the Assembly.  The case number is #2008-090.  Mary asked for community and/or individual 
support against the rezone. 
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BVCC Updates 
 
Anchorage Fire Department Station 10:  Chris Keen from the Anchorage Fire Department, 
Station 10, gave some pointers on things community members should do in their homes: 

• Have periodic maintenance done on your furnace and your chimneys. 

• Change the batteries periodically in your smoke detectors and CO2 detectors. 
 
A community member asked whether or not there were any programs to help home owners clear 
downed trees from this falls’ wind storm.  Cheri said that she has been helping people coordinate 
this issue – there are many homeowners that want the downed trees removed, and there are many 
homeowners that would like the firewood.  If you are interested in either letting someone else clear 
your debris, or if you are interested in clearing someone’s debris, contact Cheri.  There is also work 
being done to get grant funding to pick up slash this coming spring. 
 
Assembly and Legislative Updates:  No one from the Kenny or Hawker administrations were 
present at the meeting. 
 
Assembly Update:  Scott Pexton said that the last Assembly meeting was on October 28, and 
there was nothing of interest to Bear Valley discussed.   
 
Approval of Bear Tracks Park’s name will go to the Commission on November 13, then to the 
Assembly. 
 
The Section 36 Master Plan kick off meeting is scheduled for November 13.  The Master Plan is 
expected to be completed and approved in the fall of 2009. 
 
Hillside District Plan: moving the Parks and Recreation Service Area boundary would also most 
likely result in the Building Safety Service Area boundary also getting moved, even though they are 
two separate things and would take two separate votes.  Scott stressed that everyone should voice 
their opinions during the comment period. 
 
Hillside Area Land Owners Association (HALO) Update:  Rodney Powell was not present. 
 
Federation of Community Councils (FCC) Update:  Laurie Holland stated that there is nothing of 
interest to report.   
 
 
BVCC Parks & Trails Committee Update:  Laurie Holland summarized a resolution proposed by 
the Parks and Trails Committee to the Council: 
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• The resolution is to request changes to planned trails in the Hillside District Plan. 

• Laurie briefly reviewed the Hillside District Plan Bear Valley area trails map. 

• Laurie read the proposed resolution, which requests that the planned priority trailhead in 
the Grandview subdivision be removed, and a larger trailhead be planned at the end of 
Clarks Road to provide access to the Chugach Rim Trail.  The resolution also requests that 
the trail at the end of Paine Road be added as a formal, established trail.  The full 
resolution is attached at the end of these minutes. 

 
Cheri asked for a show of hands in favor of the resolution – 14 hands were in favor.  Cheri asked 
for a show of hands against the resolution – no hands against.  The resolution was adopted. 
 
Claire Steffens made a motion that the Council adopt a resolution in support of not moving the 
Building Safety Service Area and Parks and Recreation Service Area boundaries.  Cheri seconded 
the motion. 
 
Cheri asked for a show of hands in favor of the motion – 12 hands were in favor.  Cheri asked for a 
show of hands against the motion – no hands against.  The motion passed.  Claire offered to draft 
the resolution. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Jackie Morrissey gave the treasurer’s report. 
 
Open Forum 
Cheri gave a variety of other community updates: 

• ACS tower light: the light is not required by the FCC.  The Municipality has asked ACS to 
turn the light off. 

• AT&T is doing research on providing wireless internet on the hillside.  They have applied to 
the Municipality for permits to install antennas on top of existing towers to do the testing. 

• Mailboxes: the Jaime Avenue units are now all full.  Another 16 box unit has been ordered.  
The King’s Way units are almost full. 

• Cheri has a meeting  next week with Shawna from Parks and Rec and the president of the 
Arctic Air Walkers (the paragliding club) to discuss paragliding issues. 

   
David Lipps moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50pm.  Claire Steffens seconded the motion. 
 
The next Bear Valley Community Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 11, 
2008, at 7:00 pm in the Arts & Crafts Room at the Bear Valley Elementary School.  Please 
forward any meeting topic ideas to Cheri. 
Meeting minutes, notes, agendas and other BVCC topics of interest can be obtained by going to 
the BVCC web page at www.communitycouncils.org and selecting Bear Valley. 


