
Spenard Community Council Minutes 
May 4, 2005 
 
Call to Order 
The Spenard Community Council began its May meeting shortly after 7 pm.  No 
legislative teleconference was planned this month due to the end of session schedule.  
However, this item should be addressed next month.  The Minutes from the April 
meeting and the May Agenda were both approved as drafted. 
 
Assembly Reports 
This item was deferred due to no Assembly members being present. 
 
Boettcher Subdivision Rezone  
Ersin Aygun, the current owner, and Ken Ayers, Lounsbury & Associates, presented their 
case for a rezone request of Lot 2.  This lot is currently zoned R-3SL.  Lot 1, also owned 
by Aygun, is zoned B-3 and has the only access to Spenard Road.  If this issue sounds 
familiar, it is because the Spenard Community Council heard a similar request from 
Maple Ridge Corp. about a year ago when they were the owners of Lot 2.  That rezone 
request was unsuccessful. 
 
Mr. Aygun claims that the MOA supports removal of the SL (special limitations) because 
they are difficult to enforce and Tract 3 (old Vagabond Trailer Court) is under separate 
ownership from Lots 1 & 2.  He wishes to expand his car rental business and 
pave/landscape the back lot (Lot 2).  He plans to place a small temporary building on Lot 
2 also.  He said that he cannot control the development of the Lot 3 and Northwood Drive 
might be able to handle additional traffic if it is developed. 
 
Peggy Auth provided the members an overview of the historical concerns with these lots.  
She pointed out that a B-3 zoning would add value to the property, and nothing would 
preclude the owner from turning an immediate profit if it is acquired.  The issue of grease 
separators and storm drains was also discussed.  A June 6 meeting of Planning & Zoning 
is currently scheduled to hear this case.  Tom McGrath asked that the council compile a 
list of concerns specifically including the on-site water mitigation issues. 
 
Mr. Aygun responded to some of the questions that were raised.  He said that the 
temporary building he plans may need to remain for a couple of years.  The zoning 
limitation of 12 months for a temporary structure was pointed out to him. Ken Ayers 
mentioned that he didn’t know what all of the special limitations were that apply to the 
property in question.  Several council members did know and provided a list including:  
access to Spenard Road, a limit of 180 units, 35% minimum open space, 35 foot building 
height, a 20 foot buffer and appropriate fencing. 
 
The owner of Gwennie’s mentioned that a lot of dirt has been moved on that property 
recently.  Some areas are now two feet above the grade of his adjoining property and it 
drains onto his property. 
 



Tom McGrath made a motion to approve the rezoning subject to special limitations 
including (1) on-site storm water mitigation including treatment and an oil and gas 
separator and piping to direct the outflow to Spenard Road, and (2) no temporary 
building be allowed on the property.  Jason Bergerson requested a friendly amendment to 
include retaining the SL requiring access to Spenard Road.  Tom also discussed the 
history of the property and the many plans that have been brought to the SCC since the 
old trailer court was removed.  He specifically pointed out the Spenard Road upgrade and 
the rationale for the original special limitations.  We also heard that the Northwood Drive 
upgrade will not accommodate the potential traffic from development of Lot 3 if it does 
not have access to Spenard Road. 
 
The motion failed on a vote of 1 in favor; 9 opposed. 
 
 
  
Lake Hood Master Plan 
Chairman Auth provided an update on last month’s Lake Hood Master Plan discussion.  
A list of comments needs to be compiled and submitted.  The current options include (1) 
no change, (2) no expansion but part of the area will be fenced, (3) a slight expansion 
including 40 new slips with 12 at the beach, and (4) 60 new slips and 120 new tie-downs 
and loss of beach access. 
 
Consensus was to keep access to the lake open, not to increase the number of slips and 
tie-downs, and keep the beach access open.  Mark Wiggins from the Turnagain Council 
provided us a copy of the resolution that they have worked on.  Their resolution included 
statements against fencing, against paving the gravel runway, and against paving the 
runway into the buffer away.  Additional discussion lead to recommendations to increase 
pilot education regarding noise impacts, no increased tie-downs, maintain beach access, 
don’t block the roads, and don’t remove any more trees. 
 
A motion was made to include the following items in our comments: 
No additional slips or tie-downs, 
No impediments to beach access and the Lions Club, 
Maintain general public access to the lake, 
Include a buffer between general aviation and the neighborhood; 
Include in general comments to the Airport staff that we’re sick of the noise and that 
noise deflectors should be installed along International Airport Road. 

 
No opposition to the motion was offered. 
 
APD Community Liaison Report – Officer Stanton 
Officer Stanton provided follow up information to Pam Jennings’ questions about the 
ride-along program from last month.  Basically, this issue may be possibly addressed by 
use of the new “nuisance law”. 
 



Ed O’Neil’s group is working with APD to cleanup the Homeless Camps scattered 
around Anchorage.  They are starting in the downtown area.  If anyone has knowledge of 
active camps site and wishes to report them, call 563-3815 ext. 225. 
 
The Graffiti Ordinance was discussed.  Anything attached to a power pole is also 
considered graffiti.  Tom McGrath provided a recent example of fliers have started 
showing up on several power poles along Spenard Road.  APD and Building Safety are 
both responsible for enforcement of this issue. 
 
Concerns were expressed that drivers are not paying attention to pedestrians.  Also, a 
discussion of the definition of public intoxication was held.  It is not illegal to be drunk; it 
is illegal to be drinking in public.  Some questions were fielded related to the Trail Watch 
program also.  The Fire Department had several staff members present and provided a 
brief statement about the fire at Service High. 
 
Capital Improvement Program/LRTP 
The list of tentative projects in our area was distributed.  It will be taken up as an item at 
next months meeting to rank the projects.  Some concerns were expressed about work 
that has been decoupled from the Harding/Tudor project. 
 
Committee Reports 
Planning & Zoning Report: Peggy Auth 
The MOA is pursuing several felony counts against Bart Green for failure to register 
rental cars.  An injunction has also been filed.  The property at 4619 Spenard is in 
foreclosure and is also charged with several code violations.  A new staff member at 
Code Enforcement has been added, Rick Fern.  Staffing overall is supposed to increase 
from 5 to 7, but the timing of these additions is unknown. 
 
Westside Patrol Report:  Sam O’Connor  
Sam and Tom reported on the continuing efforts to deal with the Ravenite issue.  The 
Ravenite is a tenant of the Buckaroo Club and has been in the news recently related to a 
prostitution sting. 
 
Announcements 
Randy Sweet from Habitat for Humanity informed us that a fundraising breakfast would 
be held on May 10th from 7:30-8:30 am at the 4th Avenue Theater. 
 
The meeting adjourned just after 9:00 pm. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
The next scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, June 1 at 7pm. 
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