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Alaska’s Constitution

 A merit selection system for 
choosing judges, and

  A retention election system 
for retaining them in office

Bill Egan, president of the convention, signs the proposed constitution on Feb. 5, 1956

Alaska’s constitutional 
framers proposed:



Merit Selection to ensure high quality judges; 

Retention Elections for accountability to the 
people

Alaska Constitution, Article 4 
Voters approved



How Merit Selection Works in Alaska



Alaska Judicial Council makes nominations

  The Alaska Judicial Council is a 
nonpartisan judicial nominating 
commission;

 Members are volunteers (no pay);

 Judicial Council evaluates applicants 
on their professional qualifications;
 Judicial Council nominates the 
“most qualified” Alaska Judicial Council, 2021



“the Judicial Council will seek for the 
best available timber” – Delegate Ralph Rivers

The Judicial Council’s process: 
 solicit input from the public & lawyers;
 investigate each applicant’s qualifications;
 interview each applicant;
 nominate the most qualified (at least two 

individuals);
The Governor makes the final choice:
 appoints a judge from among the Council’s 

nominees.
Alaska Judicial Council public hearing in Nome, Alaska



Judicial Retention Elections

 Once appointed, a 
judge serves a limited 
term in office;

 Voters then decide 
whether the judge 
should be retained for 
an additional term in 
office.



How judicial retention elections work

 Judges do not run against opponents  
 Nonpartisan ballot

 Judges cannot campaign unless they 
become the subject of “active 
opposition” against their retention
 Judicial Council evaluates judges & 
provides information to voters



Judicial Council provides information for voters

Official Election Pamphlet

Statewide media



Information for voters on the Internet



Voter information on Judicial Council website



Judges on the 
ballot in November

Supreme court justices: Dario Borghesan and 
Jennifer Henderson.
Court of Appeals judges: Marjorie Allard and 
Tim Terrell.
Trial court judges: 

Rachel Ahrens
Bride Seifert
Herman Walker, Jr.
Adolf Zeman
Leslie Dickson
Michael Franciosi
J. Patrick Hanley
Michael Logue
Kari McCrea
David Wallace
Pamela Washington



Judicial Retention Elections



Judicial Ethics in Alaska

This ethics code is enforced by the Alaska 
Commission on Judicial Conduct, a body created by 
the Alaska Constitution

Alaska State Court Judges must follow an 
ethics code called the Alaska Code of 
Judicial Conduct



Alaska Judges Must
Disqualify from cases where they have a conflict under the Alaska 
Disqualification Statute or the Code of Judicial Conduct;

Avoid even the appearance of impropriety in their private and public 
lives;

Not participate in political activity, except their own retention 
election;
Provide financial disclosure forms to both the Alaska Public Offices 
Commission and the Alaska Court System 



Questions?
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