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Legislative & District Updates
Representative Julie Coulombe - District 11 - Lower Hillside

February 15, 2024

Dear friends and neighbors,

Today is the 31st day of the second session of the 33rd Alaska State Legislature, and
things are moving right along in the Capitol. We are about halfway through the budget
subcommittee process, which is always a heavy lift. I chair the subcommittees for the
Department of Education and Early Development, Public Safety, and
Administration, and we expect to close those out the last week of this month. I truly
enjoy working with all of the Commissioners and their teams to review their
department budget requests and find out more about the programs they provide to
Alaskans. Once all the subcommittees have finished their work, the operating budget
will be before the full House Finance Committee for further examination and members'
amendments before heading to the Senate as they pass the capital budget over to
us.

Please continue reading for other important legislative work going on in the building
and to see photos of many of your neighbors that came to the Capitol to advocate for
policies important to them. I send out my newsletter once a month, and will also alert
you periodically of public testimony opportunities, upcoming town hall meetings,
Anchorage Delegation town halls (see below), and my Facebook Live events.

Thank you for all those that came to our town hall on February 10th. Senator Kaufman and I
were thrilled that so many came out to attend and ask questions. As a special note, the
Anchorage Delegation will be holding a town hall meeting on Sunday, March 9th at the
University of Alaska's Cuddy Hall from 2-4pm.
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If you have comments or questions, you can always call me at (907) 465-3879 (toll
free (888) 269-3879), or email me at rep.julie.coulombe@akleg.gov. You can also
follow me on Facebook or X - I look forward to hearing from you!

Best,

Representative Julie Coulombe
House District 11

Session:
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801
907-465-3879
(888) 269-3879

Alaska House Majority:
akhousemajority.com

Staff:
Edra Morledge
Chief of Staff
edra.morledge@akleg.gov

Eleilia Preston
Legislative Aide
eleilia.preston@akleg.gov

Jordan Wright
Legislative Aide
jordan.wright@akleg.gov

Contact the Governor:
Governor Dunleavy's
Anchorage office may be
reached at 269-7450, or
email him at gov.alaska.gov

Visit the state website:
www.alaska.gov

Track Legislation:
www.AKLeg.gov

Alaska Council of School Administrators 

The Alaska Council of School Administrators had their
Legislative Fly-In during February 3-7. It was a pleasure
to have our neighborhood principals visit in my office
and learn more about their schools. I also had the
opportunity to speak to the group in a panel made up of
Freshman Legislators. This was helpful to me in making
decisions about upcoming legislation.

Cook Inlet Natural Gas Supply

After Southcentral Alaska experienced a major cold
snap earlier this month, and supplies dwindled to
dramatically low levels, a joint meeting of the House
and Senate Resources Committees convened to hear
about the natural gas supply in Cook Inlet. The
legislature is focusing on how to ensure that supply in
the region is sufficient to meet the energy needs of
Alaskans while also continuing to protect the
environment.
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Committee Membership
Chair: (H) Administration
(Fin Sub)
Chair: (H) Public Safety
(Fin Sub)
Chair: (H) Education and
Early Development (Fin
Sub)
Member: (H) Finance
Member: (H) University of
Alaska (Fin Sub)

Boards and Commissions
Governor's Task Force on
Child Care

State Council for Interstate
Adult and Juvenile
Offenders Supervision

Alaska Commission on
Postsecondary Education

Behavioral Health
RoadMap Steering
Committee

Community Councils &
HALO

Abbott Loop CC
President: Lizzie Newell
907-952-9969
lizzienewellscifi@gmail.co
m

Hillside CC
President: Carmela Warfield
907-229-3913
carmelajwarfield@gmail.com

Huffman/O'Malley
President: Rachel Ries
HOCCpresident@gmail.com

HALO
President: Katie Nolan

The committee has been working closely with
stakeholders to develop policies that promote the
responsible exploration and production of natural gas,
and will continue to monitor the situation and work
towards ensuring the long-term sustainability. You can
watch the hearing HERE.

Personal Legislation

HB 89 - Child Care Assistance. This bill is
focused on getting parents and guardians back to
work, which will ultimately help not only their
families and children, but also our economy in
Alaska. HB 89 is focused on expanding the
number of families that can afford child care by
aligning the current assistant level to reflect the
actual cost of care as well as increasing the
number of families that qualify, it allows for a child
care tax credit for entities that contribute cash or
equipment for child care and increases the limit
allowable and provides grants for the highest
performing and highest quality child care facilities.
You can watch it being moved out of House
Finance Committee HERE.

HB 116 - This legislation recalculates the
percentages of the Restorative Justice Account
Fund (where certain permanent fund dividends
that are ineligible to be distributed) to reallocate
more to domestic violence and sexual assault
programs and prevention efforts. This bill is
currently in the House Finance Committee.

HB 134 - This is a measure to prohibit the state
and local governments from imposing additional
real estate transfer taxes, fees, other
assessments on sales, grants, assignments, or
transfer of real property. It will aid not only
homebuyers and sellers, but existing real estate
laws overall in Alaska, which will increase
affordability for the housing market.

HB 286 - This legislation seeks to make
clarification in the current Alaska statute regarding
victim restitution for crimes. HB 286 would clarify
that lost income, child care, elder care,
transportation, or any other expenses incurred
during the victim’s participation in legal action
related to the case (such as the investigation or
prosecution), would be eligible for restitution. You
can watch the presentation HERE.
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presidentHALO@gmail.com

Special Speakers in the Capitol

Governor Dunleavy's State of the State Address
Chief Justice Maassen's State of the Judiciary Address

Senator Murkowski's Annual Address
Senator Sullivan's Annual Address - Coming up 2/21/24

Constituents in the Spotlight

Sandy Powers from the
Alaska Charitable Gaming
Alliance stopped by to say
hello!

Scott Stewart popped in to
let us know how the Odom
Corporation is contributing
to our state and city.

Samantha Buck shared with
me how the Alaska
Pharmacy Program is
training her to be a strong
professional in our health
care field.
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Dixie Clough from Museum
Alaska was very informative
in sharing how Museum's
are educating Alaskans.

Barry Romberg came to give
me an update on
ConocoPhillips and their
Alaskan operations.

Regina Schumaker with the
Alaska Prenatal Alcohol
Partnership informed me
about how they are helping
our most vulnerable youth.

Governor's Executive Orders

Governor Dunleavy issued several Executive Orders in January to address key
priorities in the state. These are the orders and what they do:

Executive Order 124: Transfers the Board of Game to the Commissioner of Fish
and Game the authority to prohibit by regulation that live capture, possession,
transport, or release of native or exotic or their eggs. The Senate passed SSCR 1
disapproving this executive order, and it is in the House Rules Committee.

Executive Order 125: Transfers and eliminates certain functions of the Alaska
Council on Emergency Medical Services to the Department of Health.

Executive Order 126: Transfer and eliminate the functions of the Wood-Tikchik
State Park Management Council to the Department of Natural Resources. The
Senate passed SSCR 3 disapproving this executive order, and it is in the House Rules
Committee.

Executive Order 127: Transfer and eliminate the functions relating to the licensure,
professional standards, and administration of massage therapy from the Board of
Massage Therapist to the Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic
Development. The Senate passed SSCR 4 disapproving this executive order, and it is
in the House Rules Committee.

Executive Order 128: Relating to the membership of the board of directors of the
Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority (AIDEA). The Senate passed
SSCR 5 disapproving this executive order, and it is in the House Rules Committee.
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Executive Order 129: Transfers and eliminates the functions relating to the
licensures, professional standards, and administration of barbers and hairdressers
from the Board of Barbers and Hairdressers to the Department of Commerce,
Community, and Economic Development. The Senate passed SSCR 6 disapproving
this executive order, and it is in the House Rules Committee.

Executive Order 130: Transfers and eliminates the functions relating to regulation of
the practice of midwifery from the Board of Certified Direct-Entry Midwives to the
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development. The Senate
passed SSCR 7 disapproving this executive order, and it is in the House Rules
Committee.

Executive Order 131: Reorganizes the membership of the Alaska Marine Highway
Operations Board.

Executive Order 132: Transfers and eliminates the functions relating to the
development and monitoring of the management plan for the Alaska Chilkat Bald
Eagle Preserve from the Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Advisory Council to the
Department of Natural Resources. The Senate passed SSCR 9 disapproving this
executive order, and it is in the House Rules Committee.

Executive Order 133: Transfers and eliminates the duties of the Criminal Justice
Information Advisory Board to the Department of Public Safety.

Executive Order 134: Transfers and eliminates the functions of the Recreation
Rivers Advisory Board to the Department of Natural Resources. The Senate passed
SSCR 11 disapproving this executive order, and it is in the House Rules Committee.

Executive Order 135: Transfers and eliminates the Alaska Safety Advisory Council
to the Department of Labor and Workforce Development. The Senate passed SSCR
12 disapproving this executive order, and it is in the House Rules Committee.

Education Funding Legislation
SB 140

We are expecting this important legislation to be put to a floor vote soon. SB 140
increases broadband for eligible schools from 25 megabits per second (Mbps) to 100
Mbps of download speed and provides funding to help those schools reach 100 Mbps
through the School Broadband Assistance Grant. You might have heard it referred to
as the BAG bill. Recent amendments to the bill includes a $300 increase to the Base
Student Allocation, teacher incentives, student transportation, support for charter
schools and correspondence programs, and assistance for deaf and hard of hearing
students. You can watch the hearing HERE.

Fire Safety and Resources

My heart goes out to the families that endured this tragedy last month. The news
reported that seven people have been referred to the Red Cross after an apartment
fire on Markle Loop, southeast of the intersection of Abbott Road and Lake Otis
Parkway in South Anchorage  If you'd like to help, or if you need assistance in the time
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of an emergency, please contact the American Red Cross of Alaska. They can
provide you information on what items help best to help displaced Alaskans in crisis.

In addition, The Anchorage Fire Department's Fire Prevention Division works closely
with building owners and managers, design professionals, contractors, and event
promotors to ensure a fire-safe environment where Anchorage's residents live, work,
shop, go to school, and recreate. You can find resources on their website HERE.
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HALO and Community Council Schedule

The Abbott Loop Community Council generally meets on the last Thursday of each month
and the meetings usually run from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Please check the schedule on the
web page.

The Hillside Community Council generally meets on the first Wednesday of each month
and the meetings usually run from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Please check the schedule on the
web page.

The Huffman / O'Malley Community Council generally meets on the third Thursday of
each month and the meetings usually start at 7:00 p.m. Please check the schedule on the
web page.

HALO generally meets on the first Thursday of each month and the meetings usually start at
7:00 p.m. Please check the schedule on the web page.

Send Us A Message

Alaska State House of Representatives | Alaska State Capitol, Room 502, Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 465-3879

Unsubscribe katmandu26@hotmail.com

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by eleilia.preston@officeofrepresentativejuliecoulombe.ccsend.com powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xMIZ_JiTxASqn9N8BqgU5Yg7whFZfaW5TxRAm5D4UN_u3xva9nw0G2FjfN8XB9GO8MrpIrM0YFXPkhLiq7I_vIfwjJfcaktQQZkHck8we-1Oshte-nt5Nmh9fX1ts2CWjT43yQ0AHXcR29ZR0UGx4XlAlb4p0LcCKxGE-jYLiHWh_aGjWmBkexmDGgQW2Jvk&c=ucxOqZGKjSrAyiMr1bUoV7pGRuw_azmCJXfNMg-ZByH-8WlmJw9EtQ==&ch=RhnF129OdhkC0_oosgrkLd-l107qItC539Il7-k-XcnuNQ4iUHrjiw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xMIZ_JiTxASqn9N8BqgU5Yg7whFZfaW5TxRAm5D4UN_u3xva9nw0G2FjfN8XB9GOEAKSyef_4ZZk_ZTElPYAI_i15Uqv0B0aRhDF790HAr4OVJ_wWIlAeq4u1IpMpsCJhuvdhx2QQ1dEj4IPZiC5bLOtVVRwaZGH3KSemfBpy1zdh0bfG1KaPWQxjC0_QGwN&c=ucxOqZGKjSrAyiMr1bUoV7pGRuw_azmCJXfNMg-ZByH-8WlmJw9EtQ==&ch=RhnF129OdhkC0_oosgrkLd-l107qItC539Il7-k-XcnuNQ4iUHrjiw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xMIZ_JiTxASqn9N8BqgU5Yg7whFZfaW5TxRAm5D4UN_u3xva9nw0G2FjfN8XB9GOODMpjaZRV9ath8OZxVfTxrP2lgi9EMmNB8gVMU5eJ9eVANNF8md3RG_YQ1JwAhUlRHKnnJYyhwAr-z2SlBgbqlt8JEzc3hsF1EeED8RFHcQnAOMPegEfekRWG6ojzgA2&c=ucxOqZGKjSrAyiMr1bUoV7pGRuw_azmCJXfNMg-ZByH-8WlmJw9EtQ==&ch=RhnF129OdhkC0_oosgrkLd-l107qItC539Il7-k-XcnuNQ4iUHrjiw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xMIZ_JiTxASqn9N8BqgU5Yg7whFZfaW5TxRAm5D4UN_u3xva9nw0G2FjfN8XB9GOwtAvZp3gB2vWT_7gOBVA6TB7Q2jXTeUybWBHtox5ImhBBl7PYlx9zLIvxCkAUJ4K82as3niEOJeIYxFa6EDhxg==&c=ucxOqZGKjSrAyiMr1bUoV7pGRuw_azmCJXfNMg-ZByH-8WlmJw9EtQ==&ch=RhnF129OdhkC0_oosgrkLd-l107qItC539Il7-k-XcnuNQ4iUHrjiw==
mailto:Rep.Julie.Coulombe@akleg.gov
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xMIZ_JiTxASqn9N8BqgU5Yg7whFZfaW5TxRAm5D4UN_u3xva9nw0G2FjfN8XB9GOZW4UezO-3O--DielMwY2vRxUtg2yafY0B4yKJOefPMbxJ7DWRbm7_3QlWN5vrKuc2TBPpB3KJyF25wpCUCzwjY5NK-JiuZv8Qr9H_LN_r_o37-Q1NdBYnlNYYK74FFw1&c=ucxOqZGKjSrAyiMr1bUoV7pGRuw_azmCJXfNMg-ZByH-8WlmJw9EtQ==&ch=RhnF129OdhkC0_oosgrkLd-l107qItC539Il7-k-XcnuNQ4iUHrjiw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xMIZ_JiTxASqn9N8BqgU5Yg7whFZfaW5TxRAm5D4UN_u3xva9nw0GwDb344o5ZZe6lnxiKRxx5lePMBdKm6lmXijkqZXq-LM9vyZcjQtn8v9ryHcIcTIkVG7CKuH8gH4YDbHCW9fMvF1Rv4hk1X44PZjWP5HNFwB&c=ucxOqZGKjSrAyiMr1bUoV7pGRuw_azmCJXfNMg-ZByH-8WlmJw9EtQ==&ch=RhnF129OdhkC0_oosgrkLd-l107qItC539Il7-k-XcnuNQ4iUHrjiw==
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001pmsdfNTOM5hK88G5zgSYyA%3D&ch=156eb130-ccf2-11ed-973c-fa163ec8ab78&ca=c69dee3a-428d-499f-803d-7c3792ad810e
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001pmsdfNTOM5hK88G5zgSYyA%3D&ch=156eb130-ccf2-11ed-973c-fa163ec8ab78&ca=c69dee3a-428d-499f-803d-7c3792ad810e
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:eleilia.preston@officeofrepresentativejuliecoulombe.ccsend.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&pn=ROVING&nav=c69dee3a-428d-499f-803d-7c3792ad810e
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&pn=ROVING&nav=c69dee3a-428d-499f-803d-7c3792ad810e

