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Airport Heights Community Council (AHCC) Minutes 
February 15, 2007 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Mark Fish at 7:05 p.m. in the Airport Heights 

Elementary School library.  

Approval of Minutes and Agenda 
MOVE to approve January 2006 minutes by Dick Snider, second by Whitey Geddes. Passed 

with no objections. The Agenda was approved as submitted. Shirley Iverson asked that the newsletter 
request individuals to save and donate General Mills box tops to schools to raise much needed funds.  

Out North Theater 
Mike Hulesman gave a presentation on the Out North Theater. He took over as Executive 

Director of the theater on October 1. He said there are 6 active board members, 2 from the AHCC, and 
6 active volunteers, 3 from the AHCC. He feels their biggest asset is the building and ability to serve 
the community. He expects to increase and broaden their offerings. International Gallery of 
Contemporary Art may open a second gallery in the building, perhaps called ION (International Out 
North). Cook Inlet Native Association screens their movies at the facility, and the theater is partnering 
with Alaska Dance Theater to bring dance troupes and others.  A discussion ensued on showing old 
movies, horror flicks, and so on at the theater.  

Goose Lake Report 
Council member Sid Atwood provided a short slide show on the history of Goose Lake Park. 

He indicated the vendor running the concession at the park closed a week earlier. Concern was 
expressed with this closure and general lack of signage and visibility of this park, which is valued by 
our community council. Mark Fish said he would address this question at the next Federation of 
Community Councils meeting, to see what community councils can do about the situation. Dick Snider 
suggested checking with Heather Ireland. When Assemblyman Dick Traini arrived later to the meeting 
he indicated he was also concerned about the Goose Lake Park situation; he suggested calling Jeff 
Dillon regarding the concession, and offered to help if needed.  

Reports 

Anchorage Police Department 
Sgt. Dennis Allen is expected to provide a report at next month’s council meeting.  

Secretary/Treasurer 
Dawn Scott reported receiving a $40.19 check to the council from the First National Bank of 

Alaska, from an account that had been closed due to inactivity. The Treasurer had been given authority 
at the last council meeting to decide about setting up an account. She suggested such a small amount 
might also be designated for the community patrol or picnic expenses rather than opening a bank 
account for such a small amount, as no new revenue is anticipated at this time.   
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Assembly 
Assemblyman Dick Traini discussed issues on the April 3 ballot, including Assembly elections 

and bond issues for Clark Junior High school, road and park bonds, a land trade in Spenard, and a 
measure to enable the Rainbow Coalition, a therapeutic equestrian program, to run the equestrian 
center. He said the Assembly will probably be asked to put the Knik Arm Crossing into the Long 
Range Plan, after the Planning and Zoning Commission declined to do so. There is a law suit on the 
WalMart issue after the Assembly overrode another Planning and Zoning vote.  
 Assemblyman Traini said there is a $500,000 road bond to look at pushing Bragaw through the 
University area. There is concern with how this will influence trails and other features. Mark Fish 
indicated this should be of interest to those concerned with stream restoration.  

Legislature 
Representative Cissna reported via teleconference and a short written report distributed by 

George Laurito. She will introduce 4 bills this session to address social, mental, and physical health 
conditions in the state and budget priorities to lead to better lives for Alaskans. Representative Cissna 
is serving her 9th session in the legislature and serves on several committees. She is also co-chair of the 
Legislative Health Caucus, www.akhleajthcaucus.org. A constituent meeting was held in Anchorage 
the weekend following the council meeting, and an Anchorage Caucus was to occur in a few weeks.  

Federation of Community Councils (FCC) 
Mark Fish reported the FCC office has only one staff person. They are considering adding a 

part-time assistant.  

Traffic 
Bill Boyd reported it was a light month for traffic.  
Mark Fish indicated the snow removal from sidewalks is inconsistent; Lake Otis sidewalk 

clearing seems to stop at Northern Lights, sending children and others onto the street to get to school 
and elsewhere. Street and alley snow removal was discussed; it has been a challenging winter with 
such excessive snowfalls happening in such a short time period.  

Cars parking across sidewalks, again forcing individuals onto the streets and exposing them to 
hazards of being hit by cars, was discussed. Community education might help. It is not clear what 
department in the municipality is responsible for enforcing clear sidewalks. It was suggested the 
Anchorage Daily News might be interested in making this a community interest article.  

Zoning 
 Position is vacant. 

Parks 
 Position is vacant.  
 
A 10 minute recess was taken at 8:00.  
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Old Business 

Community Patrol   
Mark Phillips reported on a recent meeting with community patrol members Phil McGuire and 

telephonically with Fred Schurman. He complimented the diligence and skill of these patrol members, 
indicating their service has been “astounding” and the training and certification they have obtained is 
extensive.  
  He provided a list of tools and resources that the $10,000 grant could be used for, including cell 
phones, magnetic signs, cameras, jackets, fluorescent hats and vests, duct tape, crow bar for fires 
situations, hazard/accident tape, flashlights, hard hats, safety glasses, emergency flares, traffic cones, 
emergency lights for cars (that work off the alternator), CPR tube, CPR/first aid training, police and 
fire monitoring/scanners, fire extinguishers, and reimbursing patrollers for their costs, such as mileage, 
gas, etc.  
 Heather McCracken, a health educator, said job roles and a competency list should be 
generated to identify what skills are needed and then tools to perform those skills would follow. What 
are the duties of these patrol members? Phil McGuire said the Good Samaritan Act protects the 
volunteers from being sued; Heather said if the community council is to lead the patrol then the council 
needs to prepare the volunteers for their duties.  Phil McGuire said many patrol members have trained 
for 14 weeks in emergency response and dealing with a wide array of emergency issues.  
 President Mark Fish indicated community patrol procedures and guidelines need to be 
prepared, along with membership guidelines, so more active participation in the patrol can be 
advanced.  

Emergency Watch 
The organizing meeting for this program was cancelled by the municipality due to lack of 

interest. They will try to convene another meeting in April.  

New Business 
 President Mark Fish introduced his proposed changes to the Airport Heights Community 
Council Bylaws.  
 Article II, Boundaries, would be revised to properly reflect the official council boundary maps. 
The statement “…west along Chester Creek to its intersection with Sitka Street; West by Sitka Street 
and North by 15th Avenue/Debarr Road” at the end of the current boundary description would be 
changed to “….west along Chester Creek to its intersection with Orca Place; West by Orca Place and 
North by 15th Avenue/Debarr Road to its intersection with Sitka Street and 15th Avenue/Debarr Road, 
West on an imaginary line North of Sitka street to is intersection with 5th Avenue, North by 5th Avenue 
to its intersection with Bragaw Street.”   
 A second proposed change is to Article X, Finances, Section B, which currently reads “The 
Council may not receive voluntary contributions in excess of $50 per year from any member to meet 
the costs of operations.” The new language would read “The Council may not receive voluntary 
contributions in excess of $250 per year from any member.”  
 A third change would be to Article IX, Committees, Section I, Standing Committees, wherein 
existing committees of Zoning Enforcement and Traffic would be combined into one committee and a 
new Community Patrol standing committee would be created.   
 

Move to adjourn by Whitey, motion was seconded and passed. Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.  
  


