
Bear Valley Community Council 
Minutes – November 10, 2021 

 
Call to Order, Announcements and Introductions 
The regularly-scheduled November 10, 2021 meeting of the Bear Valley Community Council 
(BVCC) was called to order by Council Chair Cheri Lipps at 7:01 pm.  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, 
the meeting was again held via Zoom videoconference with 8 members and several guests in 
attendance.  Chair Lipps declared a quorum and invited attendees to review the agenda and 
October 2021 meeting minutes in the chat section of the Zoom call. 
 
Chair Lipps introduced guests State Sen. Roger Holland, JBER representative Joy Boston and 
Anchorage School Board member Kelly Lessens. 
 
Legislative, Assembly and School Board Updates  
State Sen. Roger Holland gave a brief update on the Legislature’s activities, stating that the 4th 
special session was over.  He described the results of the Alaska Redistricting Board’s actions, 
stating that the Anchorage Hillside area was impacted by the redistricting and that Bear Valley 
would be in District 9-E. 
 
There were no Municipal Assembly reports. 
 
Anchorage School Board member Kelly Lessens reported on ASD issues and announced that 
the District’s search for a new superintendent of schools would get underway, as current 
superintendent Dr. Deena Bishop has announced that she will retire in June 2022 at the end of 
her current contract.  Ms. Lessens reported that ASD anticipates some ongoing school bus 
system disruptions due to staffing issues.  She also reported that ASD is now offering Covid-19 
testing at all schools with parental consent, and that pediatric Covid vaccines are available at the 
ASD Education Center on 11/22-11/24 and 11/29-12/1.  There will also be a drive-through 
vaccination clinic at Service High on 11/13 and at East High on 11/20.  
 
Guest Speaker   
Guest speaker and JBER representative Joy Boston reported that a Base historian has put 
together a history of JBER land and that a link is available on the “JBER Connect” app.  She also 
announced that there has been a change in the Tricare preferred pharmacy from Walmart to CVS.  
Ms. Boston noted that there are upcoming internships available at the Air Force Academy, with 
additional information available in the JBER Report posted in the Zoom chat.   
 
Approval of Minutes of October Meeting   
Chair Lipps requested approval of the minutes of the October 2021 meeting (available in the chat.)  
Upon motion by D. Lipps, seconded by B. Ennis, the minutes were approved by unanimous 
consent.   
 
BVCC Officer and Committee Reports 
BVCC Treasurer Angie Pinsonneault was not available for the meeting, but had submitted her 
written Treasurer’s report in advance.  Secretary Conni Livsey provided a brief verbal summary, 
stating that there were no material changes to the BVCC accounts from the prior month’s report.   
 
Member-at-Large Kori Marchowsky provided a short update on the Firewise program and 
described a project being undertaken by UAA to generate an updated map of vegetation types in 
the Anchorage bowl.  This is particularly useful for fire prevention planning on the Anchorage 
hillside.  The group discussed the desirability of seeking funding for slash removal efforts within 
the BVCC area for the summer of 2022. 
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Bear Valley LRSA Chair Bill Ennis reported briefly on the BV LRSA, reminding attendees that Jim 
Baxter of Northern Gravel remains the road service provider for the BV LRSA, although he is no 
longer the road service provider for the RCVH LRSA.  Mr. Ennis also stated that there is a BV 
LRSA website that he prepared several years ago that contains information concerning the 
boundary, mill rate and other items for the LRSA.  The website is at:   
https://www.sites.google.com/site/bearvalleylrsa/bear-valley-limited-road-service-area 
 
Verne Pomraning provided an update for the RCVH LRSA and stated that John Light of Western 
Construction & Equipment is the new road service provider for this LRSA.  This is a new contract 
and the RCVH LRSA board will be working with Mr. Light to get him up to speed on road 
maintenance and snow removal needs.   
  
Old Business:  BVCC Annual Elections 
Chair Lipps reminded the group that there are three remaining open seats on the executive 
committee.  Mr. Jordan Wright expressed an interest in the Assembly Liaison seat and was 
nominated by Chair Lipps.  Mr. Wright introduced himself to the group and provided a verbal 
resume, stating that he moved to Alaska in 2012 and is a 2016 Dimond High graduate.  He 
graduated college out-of-state in 2019 and moved back to Bear Valley in 2021.  Members in 
attendance thanked Mr. Wright for his interest in serving.  Ms. Lipps led voting, and Mr. Wright 
was unanimously elected to the Assembly Liaison Member-at-Large position.   
 
Chair Lipps announced that there are two remaining vacancies:  the HALO Liaison and the Vice 
Chair.  There being no volunteers, it was agreed to table possible elections for these positions to 
a future meeting. 
 
Other Business and Adjournment 
Chair Lipps asked members if there were any other matters to discuss.  Hearing none, she 
announced that the next regular meeting of the BVCC would take place on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm via Zoom.  There being no other business, the November 2021 
meeting of the BVCC adjourned at 7:54 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Constance Livsey  
BVCC Secretary 


