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Greetings, Friends and Neighbors,
I am honored for this opportunity to serve the
constituents of Senate District N in the Alaska
State Senate for the 32nd Legislative Session.
I plan for this to be the first of many newsletters
both during the legislative session and
throughout the year to keep the constituents of
District N apprised of the current news and
events.
Before the first thirty days, during the
negotiations for the Senate Majority, I just wanted
to say I am thankful we were able to pull together
a Republican Senate Majority which included the
intent for a separate PFD vote and no binding
caucus. It took us a while to nail down the
details, but, as I watch the negotiations for the
House majority, I am thankful we were able to
succeed in the Senate.
I traveled to Juneau and was sworn in on
January 19th, 2021, and shortly thereafter, I
received my Committee assignments.

I serve as Senate Education Committee Chair,
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee ViceChair, and member of Senate State Affairs and

Senator Peter Micciche (left) and Senator Roger Holland
during a senate education Committee Hearing.

Senate Joint Armed Services Committees.
Recently, I was also assigned to the following
Finance Sub-Committees: Public Safety,
Education and early Development, and
Commerce, Community, and Economic
Development.
This new job is full of daily challenges, but I am
very fortunate to be surrounded by motivated,
knowledgeable staff to help me get the job done.
I am committed to promoting quality education
through stable and equitable funding. We hit the
ground running and were the first committee to
meet. In the Education Committee, we have
moved two items on to the next committees:
Senate Bill 19: To extend the Special
Education Service Agency; and,
• Senate Joint Resolution 8: A resolution
regarding the University of Alaska Land
Grant Progrgam.
•

Lt. Gov. Meyer (left) and Leslie Holland (center) as Roger
Holland is sworn in as state senator.

COVID-19 NEWS
Disaster Declaration Update
Senate Bill 56 was proposed legislation to extend
Governor Dunleavy’s disaster declaration until
September 30, 2021. There was not much support for this bill in the Senate majority, and there
was an amendment to reduce the extension from
seven months to only thirty days. Even if the
Senate had passed the shortened version, the
Beyond the Disaster Declaration
disaster declaration would have lapsed on SunThe Senate will continue to work with the Goverday, February 14, because the House was still
nor to identify what legislation is necessary to ennot organized to vote on the bill.
sure emergency services and funds will still be
available to Alaska, but this is a great step for
On Friday, February 12, the Senate did pass a
resolution supporting the Governor if he chose to Alaska’s citizens and economy to move forward
through the recovery process.
impose a health emergency declaration. This
was not an extension of the disaster declaration, Ninety-five years ago, Alaskans were faced with
but instead a new declaration to monitor and
another epidemic. Leonhard Seppala and other
manage the recovery. We believed he was em- mushers raced vaccines from Nenana to Nome
powered to take such an action, and we were
with dog teams – it worked, and lives were saved
hesitantly supportive of creating this 30-day peri- by vaccinations. Now we are in the situation to do
od to identify what actions were still needed to
this again for Alaska.
ensure access to emergency services or funds
Length of immunity to COVID-19
would not be at risk.
The Senate majority does believe we can provide
the Governor with the tools he needs to manage
our recovery from COVID-19 without declaring
another disaster declaration. Just today, we
passed Senate Bill 24 out of the Labor & Commerce Committee. This bill would provide some
of the same benefits the recent disaster declaration allowed... making a permanent change to
regulations that will not go away just because the
declaration lapsed... and we believe we can provide this sort of support to the Governor if he can
help the legislature identify where the shortcomings are.

If you had the disease, CDC predicted 90-day
immunity. With more data, they are researching
it may be possibly 160 days of conferred immunity after infection. Each individual has variation in
every person's bodily response.

Vaccine Immunity
More data is collected everyday about immunity
from vaccination, as it is collected from people
who were in the original trials of the vaccine. The
vaccine is 95% effective but that means 5% of
people can still contract COVID after vaccination,
however this appears to be a milder case. Once
you have received the vaccination, a small risk
remains of still getting COVID-19.

Get to know Roger

time, I had worked for a variety of public and priI realize a lot of you don’t really know much about vate sector organizations, including the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Southern
me but here are a few important parts...
Petroleum Laboratories, Baker-Hughes INTEQ,
Johnson Controls World Services, and the UniFAMILY
My wife, Leslie, and I were both born and raised versity of Louisiana at Lafayette. In Alaska, I acin Louisiana, near New Orleans. We were mar- cepted the position of State Metrologist, and I
worked in the State Metrology Laboratory from
2010 until 2020.

ried in 1990, and, in 1991, we moved to Lafayette, Louisiana, where our two daughters, Chloe
and Sarah, were born. In 2009, my wife, an employee of the U.S. Geological Survey, had a great
job opportunity in Alaska, and we packed up and
moved to Anchorage.

MILITARY BACKGROUND
In 1991, I enlisted in the United States Coast
Guard Reserves and I had the following assigned
duties:
1991-1994 : Station New Orleans, LA;
1995-1998 : Station Venice, LA;
1998-2009 : Port Security Unit 308, MS, and,
2009 - 2020: Sector Anchorage, AK.

WORK HISTORY
Having graduated from the University of New Orleans in 1985 with a bachelors degree in Biology,
most of my work between 1985 and 2009 was in
the area of environmental science. During that

My deployments have included: Bahrain (2002),
Kuwait (03-04), Hurricane Katrina (2005), Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (2007), and Operation Deepwater Horizon (2010).
On February 1, 2021, I retired after 30 years from
the Coast Guard Reserves.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCHEDULES
Bear Valley Community Council meets on
Wednesday, March 10th at 7 PM via Zoom
Basher Community Council meets on
Thursday, March 11th at 7 PM via Zoom
Rabbit Creek Community Council meets
on Thursday, March 11th at 7 PM via Zoom

Photo courtesy of PFD Division as of 02/23/2021.

Hillside Community Council meets on
Monday, March 15th at 7 PM via Zoom
Huffman/O'Malley Community Council
meets on March 18th at 7 PM via Zoom
Northeast Community Council meets on
meets on March 18th at 7 PM via Zoom
Turnagain Arm Community Council meets
on Thursday, May 13th at 7 PM via Zoom

Chief Justice Joel Bolger (left), of the Alaska Supreme Court, addressed the Alaska State Legislature on February 17th. Chief Justice Bolger has
announced he plans to retire in June.
Congrats to
Iron Dog Team
6
Brad George
and Robby
Schachle!
(Photo courtesy of Iron Dog)

SMS Bill Tracking! Text a bill number (ex: SB1) to 559-245-2529
to enroll in text alerts. You will receive an enrollment confirmation
and instructions on how to stop receiving the alerts.

FEB 26 - MARCH 7
UPCOMING CONSTITUENT EVENTS
Senator Holland plans to be available
to meet on the following days with
constituents:
•

Saturday, March 13th at 9 AM at
the South Anchorage IHOP!

•

Sunday, March 14th at 9 AM at the
Krispy Kreme on DeBarr!
Contact Info:
Sen.Roger.Holland@akleg.gov,
907-351-8277 cell/text

