
Bear Valley Community Council 
Minutes – January 13, 2021 

 
Call to Order 
The regularly-scheduled January 13, 2021 meeting of the Bear Valley Community Council 
(BVCC) was called to order by Council Chair Scott Pexton at 7:01 pm.  Due to Covid-19 
restrictions, the meeting was held via Zoom videoconference, with 11 members in attendance. 
 
Announcements and Introductions  
Chair Pexton reminded attendees that this was the first Bear Valley Community Council (BVCC) 
meeting since October 2020 and that he hoped to conduct an election for new officers.  He 
introduced guest attendees Alaska State legislators Cathy Giessel and Roger Holland 
 
Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
Chair Pexton requested to move up the Treasurer’s Report to the beginning of the meeting to 
accommodate Treasurer Angie Pinsonneault’s schedule.  There was no objection.  Mr. Pexton 
advised that the minutes of the previous (Oct 2020) meeting would be posted to the BVCC website 
following the meeting and were available on-line during the meeting. 
 
Legislative, Assembly and School Board Updates 
Sen. Cathy Giessel provided an update on the state senate, reporting that the house finance 
meeting minutes were now available.  She reported that information on the State’s Covid-19 
mandates was also available in her newsletter.  Chair Pexton invited any questions; there were 
none.   
 
Senator-elect Roger Holland also provided an updated, stating that the Alaska Senate was in the 
process of seeking to organize, as was the house.   
 
Assembly member Suzanne LaFrance was unable to attend, but submitted a brief written report, 
which was read by Chair Pexton.   
 
Assembly member John Weddleton joined the meeting following the Treasurer’s report.  He 
reported that at its meeting the prior evening, the Assembly voted to extend the Mayor’s 
emergency proclamation.  He noted that a number of individuals in attendance at the meeting 
objected to the extension, but stated that his sense from his broader constituent interactions is 
that the emergency declaration continues to enjoy community support.  He supports the extension 
and noted that one of the reasons for the extension is that the emergency declaration expedites 
purchasing of medical and other supplies that support vaccinations and other public health related 
emergency response.  The declaration was extended through April 15.  The Assembly is 
considering putting some of the health mandates into municipal code. The Assembly also 
considered changes to the election code including the vote-by-mail provisions for municipal 
elections.  The Assembly is considering minor revisions.  Mr. Weddleton reported that the 
Assembly is also considering a resolution for a government-to-government relationship with the 
federally-recognized Eklutna Tribe, which is within the municipal boundaries.  The resolution 
would create a more formal relationship with the Native Village of Eklutna.  There is some concern 
regarding a possible casino on the Tribe’s lands.  The Assembly is also considering issues 
including licensing for homeless shelters, changes to the marijuana regulations and regulations 
addressing how the MOA asserts rights of way on the Anchorage hillside.  Mr. Weddleton also 
noted that on Feb 7, 2021, HALO would be hosting a presentation by attorney Marc June retarding 
land use issues.  He stated there was additional information on the HALO website. 
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No representatives from the Anchorage School Board were present.  However, School Board 
candidate Kelly Lessons introduced herself and outlined her academic background, including a 
doctorate in history from the University of Michigan, and detailed her goals and the issues on 
which her candidacy is centered.  She noted that there are four vacancies on the school board 
for the upcoming April 2021 election.   
 
BVCC Updates and Officer Reports 
Treasurer Angie Pinsonneault reported that the BVCC has $1296.36 in its checking account, and 
that there had been one donation to the BVCC in October through the Federation of Community 
Councils (FCC) in the amount of $60.  A second BVCC member had donated $100 to the Council.  
Ms. Pinsonneault reported she requested that the FCC permit only 1 signer on the BVCC checking 
account to facilitate business.  The FCC still need to submit its biennial report to the State of 
Alaska in order to renew its business license.  BVCC is still seeking to open its own checking 
account at Alaska USA FCU, but cannot open the account until the FCC files its biennial report 
and renews its license, so this process remains on hold.    
 
Discussion followed regarding BVCC’s donating to HALO to support their upcoming candidate’s 
forum for the April 2021 municipal election.  BVCC member Claire Steffens reported she attended 
the recent HALO meeting and they are concerned regarding funds for the candidate’s forum.  The 
forum is likely to be held mostly via Zoom meeting due to Covid-19 concerns.   
 
Ms. Pinsonneault expressed her willingness to continue to serve as BVCC Treasurer.  Chair 
Pexton inquired whether there were other candidates for the position; there were none.  He then 
sought unanimous consent for the re-election of Ms. Pinsonneault; there were no objections and 
Ms. Pinsonneault was re-elected as BVCC Treasurer and thanked for her continued willingness 
to serve.   
 
Chair Scott Pexton addressed Bear Valley priorities for 2021 and invited member discussion.  
BVCC members expressed dissatisfaction with some ACS service issues.  Members Verne 
Pomraning stated that the road service provider for the lower portion of the Valley had been doing 
a good job.  Bear Valley LRSA Chair provided a similar report for the BV LRSA, again expressing 
satisfaction and noting that the same service provider served both LRSAs in the Valley.  Mr. Ennis 
reported that the BV LRSA has a budget of $54,000 for the Oct 2020 – Sept 2021 fiscal year.   
 
Chair Pexton invited discussion of other issues, and noted the possibility of inviting Dr. Zink or 
another representative of the State to address Covid-19 vaccination issues.  Member Kori 
Marchowsky expressed interest in additional fire mitigation efforts for the upcoming year.  There 
was discussion of community funding for clean-up efforts to include possible rental of a wood 
chipper.   
 
Chair Pexton provided the HALO report, noting that HALO planned a candidate forum in March 
2021 for the mayoral and school board election.  Discussion followed, including plans for 
submitting questions to candidates in advance, and the likelihood of Zoom vs in-person 
participation.  Mr. Pexton also noted that the Federation of Community Councils did not meet in 
Dec 2020.  Rabbit Creek View Heights LRSA Board Chair David Lipps noted the good driving 
quality of the roads in that portion of the Valley.   
 
Business - Elections 
Chair Pexton called for individuals interested in holding BVCC office to speak up, reminding the 
group that his other commitments precluded his continued service as BVCC Chair, as discussed 
during the Oct. 2020 meeting.  He outlined the duties of the seven elected officer positions, 
including the three Member-at-Large positions (HALO liaison, Committees, and Assembly 
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Liaison) and expressed a willingness to serve in one of the Member-at-Large position.  Discussion 
followed regarding candidates and the potential for leaving some less-vital positions vacant on an 
interim basis.  Cheri Lipps expressed a willingness to serve as Chair or Acting Chair. 
 
Following additional discussion, a slate of candidates was proposed, as follows: 
 
Chair - Cheri Lipps 
Vice Chair – vacant 
Secretary – Conni Livsey 
Treasurer – Angie Pinsonneault 
Member-at-Large (Committees) – Kori Marchowsky 
Member-at-Large (Assembly Liaison) – Scott Pexton 
Member-at-Large (HALO) - vacant 
 
Chair Pexton led discussion and sought unanimous consent for the election of each of the 
foregoing individuals to the positions noted; the candidates were elected by unanimous consent 
with no objections noted.  Ms. Lipps and Ms. Livsey stated that work and travel duties might 
occasionally require that someone  fill-in, and Mr. Pexton and Mr. Ennis expressed a willingness 
to help as needed.  The newly elected slate took office. 
 
Mr. Pexton was thanked profusely by the group for his service, and he turned the gavel over to 
Ms. Lipps, who invited ideas for upcoming topics.  She also sought Assembly member 
Weddleton’s help with encouraging the FCC to move forward with completing the biennial report. 
 
Chair Lipps expressed interest in a community organizing / social event such as a “hot chocolate” 
social or an event at the Bear Valley ice rink.  Discussion followed regarding ways to publicize the 
existence of BVCC and enlist additional participation, such as via a bulk mailing to Valley 
residents.  Secretary Livsey expressed a willingness to assist with bulk-mailing chores at the FCC.   
 
Chair Lipps requested the group act on the Oct 2020 meeting minutes and moved approval.  Mr. 
Ennis seconded, and the minutes were approved without objection.  
 
There being no other business, it was moved and seconded (C. Lipps / C. Livsey) to adjourn, and 
the January 2021 meeting of the BVCC adjourned at 8:41 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Constance Livsey  
BVCC Secretary 
 


