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 WELCOME & APPROVE AGENDA, MINUTES 
• The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. About 40 people (members and guests) attended. 

• The December agenda was reviewed. 

• Motion by Jackie Armstrong to approve the agenda. Second by Pat Redmond. 

• Vote on motion: no objection. Agenda approved. 

• The November meeting minutes were available for review and approval. 

• Motion by Dan Gleason to approve the last meeting’s minutes. Second by Jon Isaacs. 

• Vote on motion: no objection. Minutes approved. 

• Announcements: See flyer available as a handout in the meeting and on the TCC website. 

• Meeting Reminder: January TCC meeting will be Thursday, January 9th, 2020 at 7 p.m.! We 

will meet second Thursday instead of first, due to the holidays and ASD facility closure. 

• 2020 Officer Elections: Elections for the coming year’s officer positions took place at the 

November meeting. Results as follows. President: Cathy Gleason, Vice President: Vacant, 

Secretary: Sara Haley, Treasurer: Sandy Rabinowitch, At Large Members: Jackie Armstrong 

and Pam Wright (both new to the board). Officers will take position starting in January. 

Congratulations to our 2020 executive board! 

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT 
• Check out Turnagain CC on Facebook and NextDoor! Join the Facebook group “Turnagain 

Community Forum” or watch for posts to Turnagain North and South neighborhoods on NextDoor. 

• If you have not already done so, sign up for e-mail updates from TCC and other community councils: 

visit www.communitycouncils.org and scroll down to “Sign Up”! 

• Cathy Gleason thanked outgoing officers Anna Brawley and Lorraine Davis for their service! 

• Federation of Community Councils: Cathy Gleason gave highlights from the November meeting: 

• The Anchorage Fire Chief and Municipal Assessor gave presentations. 

• The Assembly is looking more closely at enforcement and addressing violations related to 

marijuana establishments, to date there have not been actions against licensees with violations.  

• The Assembly passed their budget, including an additional $5,000 budget for the FCC to 

cover liability insurance for all community councils for the coming year. 

• Request for Approval: 2019 Outreach Budget Expenditure: Each community council is allocated 

$75 per year for outreach and member engagement related costs (mail box, postage for mailing, etc.) 

In the past few years, TCC has used our allocation to pay for refreshments at the candidate forums we 

co-host with other councils. However, this past year, all costs were covered by volunteer donations! 

Because the funds need to be expended by the end of the calendar year, the Board proposes pre-

purchasing non-perishable items (bottled water, plates and napkins) for upcoming candidate forums 

for the upcoming April and November 2020 elections, to maximize use of our funds before the end of 

the calendar year when it expires. There will be another $75 available in 2020. 

• Motion by Anna Brawley to approve the Board to spend up to $75 of TCC’s annual 

outreach funds for non-perishable supplies for the candidate forum(s) planned for the April 

and November 2020 elections. Second by Jackie Armstrong. 

• Vote on motion: 20 yes, 0 no. The board will spend the funds on the noted items, and 

submit receipts to FCC for reimbursement. 

• Fish Creek to Ocean Trail Update: Cathy shared an update on this ongoing project: the project 

would be construct a trail to connect West Northern Lights to the Coastal Trail, near the Fish Creek 

estuary near the Railroad tracks. Neighbors have been involved for multiple years, working with the 

http://www.communitycouncils.org/
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Muni, Railroad and AWWU to identify potential routes for the trail. Current updates: the project has 

been included in the 2020 Transportation Improvement Project (TIP), with funding for the design 

phase in the next two years. This project is still several years out, but still moves forward! 

• Lois Drive and 32nd Avenue Project: This rehabilitation project, adjacent to Turnagain’s area, is 

beginning soon. There will be a project website available, with a place to sign up for e-mail updates. 

• Hillcrest Drive Traffic Safety Update: Sandy Rabinowitch shared an update: TCC received a copy 

of the notes from the November 4 meeting with Muni and ASD staff, with some action items. West 

High has hired a crossing guard; ASD has provided some training tools for traffic safety; and the 

school purchased reflective gear for students to use when crossing the street. The team also reviewed 

whether the site would meet the standards for a speed limit reduction, but it did not meet the criteria. 

They have also increased the wattage (light level) of the lighting along Hillcrest around the school, to 

increase illumination when it is dark, as well as an additional light pole and fixture at that intersection. 

TCC’s Safe Routes to Schools Committee is considering holding a meeting to follow this issue. If you 

are interested in joining the committee, e-mail tccpresident@yahoo.com. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
• Sen. Mia Costello 

• It has been a long year for the Legislature! Session will begin January 21, 2020. 

• Sen. Costello will continue advocating for SJR 9, to early-fund education on a permanent 

basis by amending the state constitution. The Legislature was successful in a lawsuit against 

the Governor regarding the legality of forward-funding,  

• The Governor will release the draft FY21 budget by December 15, 2019, and the Legislature 

will take up the budget soon. The draft is expected by Thursday, December 12. 

• Dawn Rae Dufford is new staff in her office, and will be based in Anchorage during session. 

She most recently worked for the Medallion Foundation, that focuses on transportation safety. 

Joe Plesha has accepted a job with the House Majority press office. 

• Mia has supported a full Permanent Fund Dividend, but there is increasing understanding that 

this is not financially sustainable, so there needs to be change—first following the existing 

statute, then open to changing it to a more sustainable model. There will be several models to 

consider, starting with a proposal of a 50/50 split between a draw for operating funds and for 

dividends, with ratios reducing for dividends down to 90/10 as another option. The 50/50 split 

would result in an approximately $2,300 dividend in 2020. 

• She continues to follow education issues, and is considering a bill to not allow high school to 

start prior to 8:30 a.m. She understands Anchorage School District considered this in the past, 

and is reluctant to pass state rules that do not allow for local control, and welcomes comments. 

• Please contact her at (907) 269-0117, or senator.mia.costello@akleg.gov. 

• Sen. Elvi Gray-Jackson, staff Jacob Tatum 

• Sen. Gray-Jackson will be closely reviewing the Governor’s draft budget when it is released 

next week. She sits on the Finance Health and Social Services subcommittee and will be 

reviewing closely, including Medicaid funding. Her office will produce a summary of the draft 

budget after it is published, and will share this on her website and with constituents. 

• Please consider which capital projects that community councils would like to recommend: the 

capital budget has been very small in recent years due to reduced state funding, but it is still 

important to communicate priorities for when funding is available. 

• Constituent coffee event Saturday, December 7th, noon to 1:30 p.m. at Black Cup in Midtown. 

• Please contact her at (907) 269-0174, or sen.elvi.gray-jackson@akleg.gov. 

• Rep. Matt Claman, staff Lizzie Kubitz 

• Rep. Claman apologizes for missing the meeting, he is participating in graduation for a 

leadership development program for state officials. 

• RCA has extended the deadline for the BP-Hilcorp transaction to Friday, December 13: please 

submit comments if you are interested. 

• Matt will hold a pre-session constituent meeting in early January. 

mailto:tccpresident@yahoo.com
mailto:senator.mia.costello@akleg.gov
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• Please contact his office at (907) 465-4919, or rep.matt.claman@akleg.gov. 

• Rep. Harriet Drummond, staff George Ascott 

• The Governor announced a series of community forums sponsored by his office in January, 

related to the introduction of the FY21 budget. 

• The Legislature is following the recent Department of Corrections proposal to relocate some 

inmates out of state; Rep. Drummond and others signed a letter objecting to this and urging 

the Department to find alternatives to keep prisoners in state, given the costs and the negative 

impacts of sending prisoners to out of state facilities. House State Affairs Committee will hold 

a hearing on Wednesday, December 11 at 11 a.m. on this issue. 

• The Senate and House Resources Committees will hold a joint hearing reviewing the sale of 

BP’s sale of assets to Hilcorp on Monday, December 16, 2 p.m. at the Anchorage LIO. 

• Sen. Lyman Hoffman and Rep. Bryce Edgmon will hold an informational session on Tribal 

Compacting on Tuesday, December 10 at noon. This is related to options for agreements to 

provide services between the state, federal and tribal governments. 

• Please contact her at (907) 465-3875; rep.harriet.drummond@akleg.gov. 

• Questions and Comments 

• Dan Gleason commented that he supports forward-funding education services, but is it 

possible to re-align the budget cycles of the Legislature and local school districts to match? 

Mia did not know all the implications of this, but she would research this and whether it’s 

feasible. She understands . 

• Phil Kaufman asked whether the Legislature would consider addressing issues related to 

installation of 5G infrastructure? Mia has gotten several concerns on this from constituents, 

she is unsure what if any role the Legislature would play in this issue. She is reading and 

learning about the issue, and would be interested in hosting a hearing or other public forum 

about the installation of this infrastructure. She understands that it has already been approved 

at the federal level and there may be limited options to change, but she will continue following 

this issue and understanding the potential consequences. 

• Phil asked Lizzie Kubitz the same question. She is attending tonight’s meeting to learn more 

about the issue, and Matt’s office will be following this as well. 

ASSEMBLY REPORT | MEMBER KAMERON PEREZ-VERDIA; STAFF JUDY JESSEN 
• Judy Jessen is Austin Quinn-Davidson’s aide, she is attending in her stead to hear from constituents. 

• 2020 Budget: The Assembly passed the 2020 budget on November 19, including discussions about 

how to allocate the funds from the sale of ML&P to Chugach Electric; adding a bus line (replacing 

Route 60) from Old Seward Highway to the Loussac Library; hiring an elections coordinator for local 

elections, a new minutes clerk to keep Assembly meeting minutes, and part-time Assembly aides; 

funding for more shelter beds to address the homelessness crisis; and more funding for the 90-by-2020 

project, as a competitive bid to continue this work in Anchorage schools. There was also discussion 

about how to address the Anchorage Fire Department’s budget overage, including rolling outages of 

fire apparatus facilities rather than paying overtime. 

• Studded Tires: At the December 3 meeting, the Assembly pushed back the earliest time (in normal 

conditions) from September 15 to October 1 for putting studded tires on your car for the season. 

Exceptions: if there are severe conditions the traffic controller can make the date earlier, and people 

traveling from communities further north where studded tires are installed earlier,  

• Questions and Comments 

• Phil Kaufman asked when Assembly approved 5G, and what studies were reviewed showing 

whether the facilities have health impacts or not? Judy wasn’t aware of the background, and 

noted that was before Austin joined the Assembly. Planning Director Michelle McNulty has 

provided some information about what is allowed in Title 21. 

  

mailto:rep.matt.claman@akleg.gov
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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL BOARD REPORT | ANDY HOLLEMAN 
• Forward-funding education is a very important policy for keeping qualified, committed teachers and 

other staff in state. There is a great deal of disruption related to the budget in March each year if there 

is uncertainty about the budget, including involuntary transfers and other issues. Being able to avoid 

these issues are very important. As an educator and now a board member, Andy appreciates the value 

of certainty for the board. 

• Strategic planning: Public meetings have already happened, but there is still an open survey to share 

your views with ASD. There are opportunities for sharing your thoughts in open-ended questions. The 

Board wants to know what matters most to the community, and what is the most important issues for 

educating students. Standardized tests are one measure, for example, but have not so far been a high 

priority for parents and community members. Share comments via e-mail to schoolboard@asdk12.org. 

• 2020 budget and bond proposals: The board passed its budget and put forward 2020 bond proposals, 

including robust discussion about whether to consolidate Chugiak and Eagle River High Schools and 

whether to repair Gruening Middle School. The board opted to repair and make significant seismic 

upgrades to the building; there would also be a cost to closing the school, it could cause overcrowding 

at nearby schools. There are opportunities for the Assembly to amend the bonds before they are 

finalized for the ballot, there may be future developments. The district anticipates a slight decline in 

enrollment over the short term, but after a few years enrollment would continue to grow.  

• Questions and Comments 

• Cathy Gleason asked whether there would be a two-year bond cycle, as discussed? No, this 

was considered but they ultimately did not change the funding cycle. This issue may be re-

visited later. There were many compromises made during the meeting for the package. 

• Pat Redmond asked whether the bond package is finalized yet? The board has already 

submitted the bond package to the Assembly, who will approve it in the near future. 

Traditionally they either approve or reject the bond meeting, but amendments could be made; 

it will be on the December 17 agenda. After the Assembly approves it, the last step is the 

Bond Council, at which point it is legally reviewed and it cannot be changed further. 

AIRPORT REPORT | JOHN JOHANSEN 
• See Airport updates on the handout provided at the meeting or online at: www.anchorageairport.com 

• Lake Safety: Lake Hood is frozen, and winter operations of planes will start soon. Please stay off the 

ice, as it is an active aerodrome area! 

• Law Enforcement Accreditation: Alaska’s airport police and fire personnel are pursuing a national 

accreditation for law enforcement, the first of its kind in Alaska. 

• Traffic: Please do not park at the arrival and departure areas, there is cell phone lot or short term 

parking if you need to wait for the person you’re picking up to be ready. This is especially important 

during the busy holiday season! 

• Holiday Performances: Throughout December as they do every year, the Airport will host musical 

performances for the holidays. Performers include several school and youth groups. The schedule will 

be posted online at www.anchorageairport.com. 

• Concessions: There is a new food vendor, Denali Pretzels, also selling coffee and donuts. 

• REAL ID: Reminder, you need a new REAL ID! This is required per federal law, starting October 1, 

2020, to fly and go through TSA. Don’t wait until the last minute, go to the DMV for your new ID! If 

you do not have a REAL ID compliant license, you will need a passport or federally approved ID. 

• Recruitment: There are several positions available: mechanics, heavy equipment operators, 

electricians and police/fire postio please share the job opportunities widely! This includes. 

• Questions and Comments 

• Who operates the new pretzel stand, is it HMS Host or an independent operator? John was not 

specifically aware, but noted there are several operators other than HMS Host, he believes the 

pretzel stand is an independent operator but did not know at the meeting. 

mailto:schoolboard@asdk12.org
http://www.anchorageairport.com/
http://www.anchorageairport.com/
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CARGO DEVELOPMENT LEASE APPLICATION, EAST OF N/S RUNWAY | JOHN JOHANSEN 
• John shared updates on the lease applications previously presented to TCC. 

• One application, submitted by 6A Aviation, has been withdrawn. A new application has been 

submitted by Alaska Cargo Port, who operates on the parcel immediately south of the vacant land 

being considered in the lease. They currently host some UPS flights at their existing site, and UPS and 

Alaska Cargo Port are partnering to expand their existing facilities to continue this partnership. There 

are some structures proposed, including cargo and aircraft buildings. The public comment period is 

open through Monday, December 16. He noted that because this a substantially similar proposal to the 

previous one that TCC commented on, so he would expect that similar comments are appropriate to 

submit if TCC has the same concerns as previously expressed. 

• Cathy shared background on TCC’s position on this issue, and some of the concerns shared in the 

recent letter as well as previously with other proposals for this parcel. She noted that there was a 

similar development proposed approximately 10 years ago, which TCC tracked and met with the lease 

applicant to discuss. She suggested the council could approve submitting a similar letter outlining 

these concerns for this lease application. 

• Questions and Comments 

• Blythe Marston asked whether there is any buffering proposed in the applications, to mitigate 

noise impacts? Details have not been worked out, the application isn’t a detailed site plan. 

• Jon Isaacs asked whether the whole site will be developed? Yes, John understands that the 

proposed tenant is planning to do so eventually, including having parking onsite. 

• Motion by Jackie Armstrong to authorize the Board to submit comments on the new lease 

application, similar to those submitted on the previous lease application for the same parcel, and 

expressing the overall concerns about development of this parcel. Second by Melisa Babb. 

• Discussion: 

▪ Merle Akers commented that the lease application for this parcel was not released for 

public comment like the other applications, and did not follow the usual public 

process that is required for other lease applications. He noted that this is not allowed 

for other state agencies, and he believes that it is also unconstitutional related to 

disposal of land. He encouraged members to be aware of this and for the council to 

express objections about how the public notice process was conducted. 

▪ Anna Brawley suggested adding in the comments a request to the Airport to document 

what process was followed to provide notice of this lease application. 

▪ Blythe Marston asked whether the Airport has researched if there are funds available 

for noise abatement, particularly for mitigation of noise impacts for surrounding uses 

like a road, in this case the Coastal Trail? John responded that there is federal (FAA) 

money available for residential soundproofing, and there was discussion in the 2016 

Part 150 Noise Compatibility Study about engine run-up noise reduction. However, 

they did not have data showing this was merited. He isn’t aware of additional funding 

for landscaping and buffering like the council has described before. 

▪ Blythe also asked whether installation of any kind of buffering would be required of 

tenants by the Airport? If FAA required this the Airport would require this of tenants. 

Since it is not required by FAA, he anticipates the Airport would not require it either. 

▪ Anna Brawley asked when a new Part 150 noise study is scheduled to be done? She 

noted that significant new developments at the Airport would potentially make the 

existing study’s data outdated and not reflect actual noise conditions. John noted they 

do not have one planned, and aircraft overall have been getting quieter due to 

technology improvements: this assumption was built into the study. 

▪ Cathy noted that she and Jackie Armstrong plan to visit the leasing office soon to 

review the application, and clarified the office location. 

• Vote on motion: 18 yes, 0 no. The board will submit a comment letter as directed, by the 

December 16 deadline. 
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MARTY SMITH RECOGNITION AT LYN ARY PARK | TRICIA KOZLER AND DAVIN HOLEN 
• Members of the Naming Panel (Tricia Kozler, Davin Holen, Rachel Christie, and Pat Redmond), 

members of the Smith family, Anchorage West Little League representatives, and Sharon Lane from 

the Municipality were present in the meeting to participate. Presenters shared a brief presentation 

about the naming panel process, more about Marty Smith, and the origin of the proposal. Please see 

the TCC website for an electronic copy of the presentation. 

• Marty was not only involved as a volunteer, coach and umpire, he led efforts to improve Lyn Ary 

facilities and expand Little League at the park. He is a longtime Anchorage resident, played on 

Spenard Little League as a child, and has coached all ages from very young “coach pitch” to seniors. 

• The Naming Panel collected over 25 letters of support for recognizing Marty Smith’s contributions to 

the community by naming a field after his name. 

• Davin Holen also clarified that the Naming Panel supports the recommendation to formalize other 

names within the park that are not officially recognized now, but because their charge is specific to 

recognizing a feature for Marty Smith, they cannot take formal action on this item and decided not to. 

• Next steps: per code, there will be a public hearing on Tuesday, December 17, and hearings of the 

Parks and Recreation Commission and Anchorage Assembly to complete the approval process. 

• Cathy shared a draft resolution, drafted by the board and TCC member Blythe Marston, for 

consideration by the council to support the Naming Panel’s recommendation. 

• Motion by Blythe Marston to approve TCC Resolution 2019-05, Supporting Citizen Naming Panel 

Recommendation to Honor Martin “Marty” Charles Smith at the Marston Fields in Lyn Ary Park. 

Second by Sandy Rabinowitch. 

• Discussion: 

▪ Dan Gleason noted that some copies available in the meeting did not have page 2, 

which includes the “Therefore be it resolved” paragraphs. The version posted on the 

website, and some copies in the meeting, are complete copies. 

▪ Jon Isaacs asked for clarification about the next proposed resolution on the agenda and 

how it relates to this motion? 

• Cathy reiterated that the Naming Panel discovered that many commonly-used 

names in the park are not official designations. This process is specific to one 

feature, so the next resolution is to address formal recognition of existing 

features that are not officially named, but have an informal name now. 

• Vote on motion: 25 yes, 0 no. Resolution TCC 2019-05 approved, the board will provide 

a signed copy to the Naming Panel. 

TCC REQUEST FOR LYN ARY PARK NAMING PANEL | CATHY GLEASON 
• This topic was discussed at the December 3 Naming Panel work session, and has been discussed as a 

helpful process to formalize existing names that have not formally been recognized in code. 

• Blythe Marston shared more background on the park: she is the granddaughter of “Muktuk” Marston 

who originally owned the land that is now Lyn Ary Park. He owned the land since the 1940s, and after 

the 1964 Earthquake the topography substantially changed. Since the 1960s, the Park has included 

little league baseball activities (Babe Ruth league, and now Anchorage West Little League), and was 

known as Marston Fields. This is considered a historical name, and would not need to be formalized. 

• However, other features did not get formally named. The resolution proposes naming three features: 

• Bob Durst Field, one of other diamonds (Durst was also an active TCC member) 

• Hendrickson tennis courts (rehabilitated in 2010 with funding from the Hendrickson family) 

• Michelle Byrum Memorial Garden (maintained by TCC, planted in memory of a young 

woman killed by a drunk driver several years ago) 

• Motion by Pat Redmond to approve TCC Resolution 2019-06, Requesting Establishment of a 

Citizen Naming Panel to Formally Name Unofficially Named Facilities at Lyn Ary Park. Second by 

Dan Gleason. 

• Discussion: 
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▪ Anna Brawley clarified that this is limited to existing names, not contemplating new 

ones: any new names would go through a new process with a separate Naming Panel. 

• Vote on motion: 21 yes, 0 no. Resolution TCC 2019-06 approved; the board will provide 

a signed copy to the Municipality and supports the process moving forward. 

SMALL CELLULAR INFRASTRUCTURE ON LIGHT POLES | SHAWN USCHMANN, AT&T 
• Please see the TCC website for an electronic copy of the presentation. 

• AT&T and other major telecommunications companies are investing in more infrastructure to handle 

growing number of cell phone calls: since the introduction of the iPhone in 2007, there has been 

increasing need to expand the infrastructure to manage demand on the networks. 

• Existing infrastructure, including large-scale “macro” units, are almost at or are at capacity; with the 

introduction of new networks, such as LTE and (in future) 5G. Small cells do not expand cell 

coverage, but are used to supplement and increase capacity in existing areas where there is more cell 

traffic. This improves service for people whose data is routed through the small cells, as well as those 

use phones are using the macro units, to handle a higher density of people using data. 

• The land use regulations related to cell infrastructure were passed by the Assembly in 2015-2016 as 

part of Title 21, the city’s land use regulation. There were multiple public hearings and community 

comments on the proposals, and public comments generally favored smaller facilities instead of 

building new large-format meetings. This established local regulations for companies: the options 

were to install new poles within the rights of way, or to negotiate with existing utilities (that own 

existing poles in the Muni) and established agreements to install these facilities. The Muni also 

required that residents within 100 be notified when they are being installed; there is a website and 

other information about the installation. 

• Members commented that they want to see better communications, a local contact, and evidence that 

notices were sent as intended. Those who have used the website found it difficult to use. 

• Cathy Gleason clarified that these and other telecom installations only require administrative approval, 

and do not have requirements for public notice or public hearings. 

• Siting process: the company does a visual survey of existing poles and whether it would meet their 

technical and services requirements. If the pole meets those requirements, the company will apply to 

the Municipality to install equipment on that pole, and it goes through the approval process. 

• Regarding small cells and radio frequency (RF) exposure: there are FCC standards for safety and RF 

exposure across the wireless spectrum. Multiple agencies and other organizations have stated that this 

technology does not pose health concerns (see slideshow for more on this topic). 

• Additionally, Shawn stated that several sources of information online highlighting the health concerns 

about these facilities has been traced back to disinformation campaigns in Russia and China designed 

to create concern with American investment in 5G infrastructure. He encouraged members to check 

sources for all information online and determine whether it is legitimate. 

• Questions and Comments 

• Blythe Marston asked if other companies have applied to install these facilities? Do they need 

to be on separate poles, or can they be shared? To date, AT&T is the only one with use 

agreements with the Muni. But other companies are likely to install these as well. The 

equipment can only be as high as 36 feet so it may not be possible to co-locate multiple 

facilities on the same pole. But there is nothing precluding multiple companies from using the 

same poles if it is technically feasible. 

• Dan Gleason asked who is responsible for determining seismic and structural safety? This is 

the responsibility of the Muni or utility, the pole owner. 

• Dan also asked what the general radius of the service area of these small cell facilities? For 

4G, approximately 1200 to 1500 foot radius. For 5G it is somewhat less, closer to 1000 feet. 

• Another member asked if ACS is likely to bring fiber capabilities to the Turnagain area? 

Shawn is unaware of ACS’ plans. 
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• Phil Kaufman commented he is concerned about the health impacts of these facilities, 

particularly radiation, and noted previous new technologies that have had unintended health 

consequences. He pointed out these installations are being litigated in other communities, and 

there is a lack of research of whether these are actually safe. He asked for information about 

studies showing they are safe, and whether these are industry-funded studies. Shawn shared 

that he understands concerns about safety and health impacts, and noted that the company 

relies on the FCC’s research including peer-reviewed studies from recognized sources. 

• Zipporah Kaufman commented the rate of childhood cancers has increased, she is concerned 

about radiation as well. She asked for a map where facilities are and where future facilities 

will be. Shawn has a map of proposed locations to date, they publish locations that have been 

approved by the Muni for installation. Other information about location is proprietary. 

• Judy Jessen commented that Assembly members are interested in more information on this 

topic. She will follow up about setting up a citywide public listening and information session. 

• Shawn commented that AT&T has offered to bring an expert in the field from University of 

California Davis to present to the public if the Assembly requests; previously the Assembly 

turned this down, but he can inquire again as part of the information and listening session. 

• Pat Redmond asked whether installation of multiple facilities in a small area by multiple 

companies would increase RF exposure in that area? Yes, Shawn responded that any device 

nearby will have some degree of RF output, this includes wi-fi routers and other devices. 

HERITAGE LAND BANK 2020 / 5-YEAR MANAGEMENT PLAN| CATHY GLEASON 
• Cathy gave an overview: the draft comments presented are a continuation of previous comments, 

including support for HLB acquiring Anchorage’s Municipal Entitlement Lands (MLE), and transfer 

of HLB land along the Coastal Trail near Point Woronzof to the Parks Department. 

• Motion by Pat Redmond to approve TCC comments on the HLB 2020 Plan and 5-Year 

Management Plan. Second by Dan Gleason. 

• Discussion: None. 

• Vote on motion: 15 yes, 0 no. Comments will be submitted before the deadline. 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
As always, contact TCC (tccpresident@yahoo.com) if you would like to join a committee! 

• Spenard Beach Park Improvements: Cathy gave a brief update: the committee has met and worked 

on a site plan for the park as well as next steps for starting fundraising. Their plan is to complete the 

fundraising flyer and start organizing fundraising, especially in the new year. 

• Motion by Dan Gleason to approve proposed site plan for amenities at Spenard Beach Park, 

funded with the challenge grant and also future fundraising. Second by Jackie Armstrong. 

Discussion: 

▪ Dan commented he believes the park benches (item A) are too close to the shore, and 

should be moved to the north. He is concerned about erosion and the benches should 

be along the trail. 

▪ Cathy noted that the location is approximate, and there are benches in that area now. 

▪ Merle asked for background on the project, and who owns the land? 

• Cathy responded that the Municipality leases the land on a month to month 

basis, and that TCC has consulted with the Muni and the Parks Department, 

both of whom have supported this project. 

• He is concerned because the Airport has also not followed the public process 

regarding use of this land, this is another example of inappropriate process. 

• Cathy shared background on the Lake Hood Master Plan, and TCC’s long-

time support for dedicating this as park land. In the most recent plan update, 

this area was shown as park land, and not marked for potential development, 

so this is a good protection of the park and not a barrier to these upgrades. 

mailto:tccpresident@yahoo.com
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▪ Anna Brawley added that because of this support to keep it as a park, and momentum 

for installing new equipment and features, that will further solidify its status as a park, 

and the public’s interest in keeping it a park. She believes that having support, 

especially from some major donors, and getting upgrades in the park will help.  

▪ Vote on motion: 16 yes, 0 no. The site plan will be finalized after being shared 

with Anchorage Park Foundation and Parks Department’s approval, and shared 

on the fundraising flyer to illustrate what the funds will go toward. 

• Next meeting: Wednesday, December 11, 5pm. Contact Sara Haley for information. 

• West Northern Lights Traffic: 

• The committee drafted a letter to the State DOT&PF Commissioner to request weight limit 

signs to be posted again on West Northern Lights, the draft has been shared with the TCC 

board, Legislators and Assembly members. 

• Cathy shared that she also spoke with Tim Potter at DOWL, who will speak to the company’s 

leadership about supporting this as well. She noted that she recently learned there may be 

background documentation on those signs from the original upgrade project, which DOWL 

completed, so she is following up with Tim to find any relevant evidence about the signs. She 

suggests the committee’s letter would be stronger if there is good information found from the 

original project, that can be included to help make the case for the signs to be restored. 

• The committee proposes that the council approve the letter and send as soon as possible. 

• Motion by Pat Redmond to approve drafted letter requesting DOT to reinstate weight limit 

signs along West Northern Lights. Second by Crickett Smith. 

▪ Discussion: None. 

▪ Vote on motion: 15 yes, 0 no. Letter has been drafted, Cathy will finish 

remaining edits and insert any new information gained from DOWL about the 

project. The letter will be sent as soon as possible. 

• Land Use: 

• Comments on both items, provided in the meeting as comment letters to be ratified, were 

provided verbally at the November 18 Planning and Zoning Committee meeting. 

• Due to lack of time, ratification of these items was postponed to the January 9 meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: NONE 

CLOSING 
• The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

• The next regular meeting will be on Thursday, January 9, 2020. 

 

Minutes prepared and submitted by Secretary Anna Brawley on 12/17/19. 

Minutes approved by Turnagain Community Council at its regular meeting on 1/9/20. 
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