
Turnagain Community Council  

Meeting Minutes November 5, 2009 

 

Mark Wiggin, TCC Past-President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   

 

I. Approval of minutes 

 

October minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

II. Moving and adding agenda items 

 

Mark Wiggin moved agenda items around to allow some presenters to leave earlier (Balto Seppala 

moved up) to take into account those present (Assembly report moved back) and to add the election as 

an agenda item. 

 

III. Announcements 

 

No announcements   

 

IV. Legislative Report 

 

Kate Herring, a representative for Sen. Hollis French, provided the legislative report.  

 

Hollis French hosted a Pizza party on Saturday with Mike Doogan 

 

Gas Storage Bill:  Working on gas storage bill with tax credits in Cook Inlet.  Mark Wiggin added his 

perspective on how important this issue is.  According to Mark, we are amazingly close to running out 

of gas – need to store it from Beluga field.  Use of gas is 1/15 in the summer what it is in the winter so 

if you produce all year, then you can access the stored gas in the winter.  State and City is doing 

conservation awareness. 

 

Senate Transportation Committee Airport Hearing:   Lots of people showed up.  Sen. French is 

working on follow-up meeting. Mark Wiggin produced some thank you letters to Hollis French and 

Albert Kookesh, who chairs the Senate Transportation Committee. Letters were passed around for 

signatures.    

 

Capital improvement requests:   Hollis came to Turnagain Elementary School to look around.   Kate 

will be the contact for community members on Capital Improvement Project (CIP) priorities. There is 

less money available for CIPs than in the past.   

 

 

V. Balto Seppala Boardwalk Plan update 

 

Suzanne Little from the Municipality Park Foundation provided the update. 

 

The TCC Subcommittee has been working on a plan for a trail to link Balto Seppala and Lloyd Steele 

Parks.  Frank Keen distributed fliers to houses directly adjacent to the project just before the meeting.  

Project will require a Corps of Engineers permit due to the non-specific wetland.  Permit is expected to 

be approved soon.  Under the project area there are some pipes that AWWU might need access to and 



therefore no structure with foundation is planned.  Walkway will be less than 12” above ground level.  

Path will be a combination of light-penetrating boardwalk and gravel.   

 

Project will be looking for volunteers - give names and numbers to Cathy Gleason and Frank Keen if 

interested.  Date not yet set, but likely in later June.  Final plan still needs to be finalized, but the 

committee feels that it is almost there.  January the final plans will be going in.   

 

A resolution in support of the plan will be presented at the December meeting. 

 

VI. Assembly Report 

 

Assemblyman Matt Claman provided the report 

 

Assemblywoman Harriet Drummond could not make the meeting due to a dedication at the Service 

High for a former student who was killed in Iraq. 

 

Budget issues still on the agenda:  150 people testifying – people on both sides – too much taxes and 

too little services.  One proposal floated to reduce property taxes is to delay bond payments – not 

supported by Mr. Claman.  Mr. Claman explained why the city often gives small amounts of funding to 

the small non-profits; these funds are often needed to show that the city is interested and is used for 

leveraging funding from elsewhere.  Mr. Claman singled out youth afterschool activities as high 

priority.   

 

Airport-West Anchorage Communications Committee:  Next meeting is scheduled at the Airport 

Administration Conference Room on Dec 9 at 12 noon.  Draft agenda will go out soon; final agenda 

will then be set once input is received.  Deicing disposal issue will be on the agenda.   

 

Status of the People Mover:  Biggest cuts are those on the Eagle River loop route.  Historically low 

ridership – eliminate this one.  Additional options include increase bus fares city-wide and having 

higher fares for Eagle River.   

 

Memorial garden land issue on the coastal trail.  RID homeowners want the land, the city says it is 

the city’s.  City bought the land $175K.  Landowners sued, and now want settlement hearing and they 

want to buy the land.  Sullivan is partners with one of the people suing.  Now in appraisal process, they 

will then try to get the assembly to sell them the land.  We will need to come out against this and form 

a movement to ensure that this does not happen. 

 

VII. Lyn Ary Master Plan 

 

Suzanne Little from the Municipality Park Foundation provided the update. 

 

A draft Lyn Ary master plan is out.  Suzanne has helped the community group to come up with the 

plan.  Many community members have invested a large amount of time and energy into this process.  

A few folks mentioned by name included:  Blythe Marston, Derek and Sherry Tomlinson, and Mark 

Wiggin.   

 

Plan goes to the Parks and Recreation and becomes an official document for the park.  Any future 

proposal will be judged against the master plan.  Right now the plan is DRAFT and it is out for 



comments.  Plan will be available online on Monday on the MUNI website.  Those who showed up at 

meetings have provided input.  Municipality is looking for final input.   

 

The plan says that basically most people like the Park the way it is.  The plan provides limits of 

change.  For example:  no concessions and picnic shelters.  The plan has been mailed out to the TCC 

committee members.  A lot of work has been done.  In December, the TCC we will be voting on a 

resolution of support.   Historical monuments (interpretive signs) will be installed at the top of the hill.  

The plan says nothing regarding Susitna View Court.   

 

Members at the meeting made the suggestion to add bollards to the end of Susitna View Court.   

 

VIII. TCC Elections 

 

Pat Redmond reviewed the rules for voting.  She asked if there was anybody who wanted to volunteer 

or nominate anyone.  No nominations from the floor.  Ballots were given to all who qualified.  This 

process completes the election of 2010.  All people who ran were elected. 

 

President:  Breck Tostevin 

Vic-President:  Patrick Kelly 

Secretary-Treasurer:  Barb Jones 

Board Members:  Cathy Gleason 

       Chris Habicht 

 

 

IX. Knik Arm Crossing Point/Counter Point 

 

Lori Fanyani (spelling?) provided arguments to support the Knik Arm Crossing.  She supports 

the idea, is friends with some members of the Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority (KABOTA), but is 

not a staff member.  

 

Description:  The project moving forward and will connect MatSu and Anchorage.  It will come into 

Anchorage one mile north of the city and will span two miles across Knik Arm.  No railroad or bike 

path on this version, but these could be added in the future.  It will connect to the H2H project – 

complementary project.   

 

Pros:  52% of state residents (60% Anchorage; 70% in MatSu) are in favor of the project.  Benefits 

include reducing congestion and increasing recreation and accessible buildable land.  Paid for by user 

fees (toll road) – it will not cost anything to those who do not use it.  All the money is federal and 

private money.  No need to widen Glen Highway.  Wasilla bypass would not be needed.  Creates lots 

of construction jobs.   

 

Cons:  There will be neighborhood impacts.  The cut and tunnel through Government Hill has 

produced a lot of angst in that community.     

 

Looking for support:  KABOTA wants to keep the bridge in the AMATS short-term plan.  There is an 

important meeting on Monday November 9 at the Planning and Zoning and an AMATS working 

meeting on November 19.  If the project stays in short range plan and then preconstruction planning 

would continue through 2011 and then constructions could begin in 2014 or 2015.  If the project gets 

bumped to long range plan, it would move the project out 20 years. 



 

Stephany Kessler with the Government Hill Community Council provided arguments against the 

Knik Arm Bridge. 

 

Background:  AMATS had put the project on the long range plan but mayors of Houston and Wasilla 

sued to get it back into the short term plan, now it is being decided if it will stay in the long range plan.  

KABATA currently has six people on staff.  KABOTA is charged with finding private funding, design 

construction and managing the bridge.  Project is now under review, then design, then construction, 

then management.  Cost estimate is $685M.   

 

Cons:  KABATA has not found funding – they are looking for private money to come up with $400M.  

This project will compete with other state projects.  Road access issues have not been addressed.  

Government Hill will be destroyed.  Project will dump traffic into downtown (KABATA stops at C 

and 3rd street).  All traffic issue will need to be dealt with by the city.  Population projections are now 

much lower than what KABATA is using.  The bridge will only service 1/3 of MatSu commuters.  

Commuting times from Wasilla are 7 minutes faster than going the Glenn Highway.  The current 

design does not serve well as an alternate escape route because it only has two lanes.  Port of 

Anchorage is neutral on this project and is worried about the impacts of the pilings.  Moving industrial 

operations will dilute the tax base in ANC.  Although there will be construction jobs, these jobs are not 

long-term.  Project estimated to cost $685M for first phase, but environmental issues associated with 

gravel pads in phase 2 will likely cost a lot more.  According to KABATA, the Knik Bridge revenue is 

projected to be $1.5B in the first 10 years – Net for the first 19 years is never positive, so private 

funding will be hard to secure.  Burma Road will need to be rebuilt and these costs are not included in 

the plan.  Beluga whale listing and the current economic environment are the biggest obstacles.  

Federal funding for transportation is going down without Ted Stevens in office.  Project would have to 

compete with other projects.  Favorable polling results mentioned earlier may be due to the way the 

question is asked or due to the lack of accompanying information.  Project would harm Government 

Hill neighborhood:  on the west side of Government Hill, two blocks of houses would be removed and 

then a culvert installed and then covered.  No houses can be built on top of the culvert.  There would 

be changes to the traffic patterns in Government Hill.  There is still available land in Anchorage to 

build on. 

 

Members of the TCC asked who would pay for the upkeep of the bridge if it goes bankrupt and who 

will pay for cost overruns?  Lori said that she would investigate what would happen and get back with 

Mark Wiggin.   

 

X. End of meeting 

 

Adjourn 9:00 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chris Habicht, Secretary-Treasurer 


