
Turnagain Community Council  

Meeting Minutes April 5, 2007 

 

Mark Wiggin, TCC President, called the meeting to order.   

 

I.   Announcements 

 

April 12, 2007 will be the last Pump Station 10 public meeting at Turnagain Elementary 

School.   Cathy Gleason announced the first Saturday can recycling. 

 

The March 1, 2007 minutes were approved.   

 

On April 14 there will be electronics recycling event at Romig. 

 

II.   Assembly Report. 

 

Assembly member Pamela Jennings gave her last Assembly report.  Mark Wiggin 

thanked her for her service to our community on the Assembly.  Pamela Jennings 

reminded people that during spring cleanup of dust and dirt on sidewalks and parking lots 

that the areas needed to be wet before using mechanical sweepers.   

 

She noted that city code enforcement went online and you can enter a complaint with 

name but it will be held anonymous.  You obtain a tracking code and the name of the 

assigned enforcement officer.  She noted that the rescued sled dogs were available along 

with other animals at Animal Control. 

 

Matt Claman was introduced as our Assemblyperson-Elect as a result of the recent 

municipal election.  Matt Claman was asked about the proposed ordinance concerning the 

Urban Design Commission.  He stated that he does not support eliminating the 

Commission.   

 

III. 35th & McRae Road Project. 

 

Glenn with Neighbors for a Safe Community gave an update on the 35th and McRae Road 

Project negotiations with the Municipality.  In November 2006, the Neighbors presented 

engineering recommendations to the City.  In February 2007, the City provided a 

response and asked what aspects was deal killers.  In March 2007, the Neighbors 

presented their list of concerns.  They would like assurance that the majority of the traffic 

will go 25 mph on the street.  They are optimistic about negotiating with the Mayor and 

his staff and thanked them for their efforts. 

 

III.   Westchester Lagoon/ Chester Creek Aquatic Restoration. 

 

David Wigglesworth, Creeks Community Development Manager, updated the TCC on 

the Chester Creek Aquatic Project.  He noted that two utility lines had been lowered last 

summer and that AWWU would be relocating this spring.  Second phase of work is 



inside the railroad tracks.  Final design would be sometime in 2007 with Spring 2008 

construction and fall 2008 construction.  A public advisory committee meeting was held 

last night.  In April 17 there would be another meeting of the committee to discuss 

landscaping and other aspects.  The design concept is for a shorter channel with more 

channel outside the railroad tracks.  This was because of the need to work around the 

radio tower on site.  When asked about increased saltwater intrusion changing the 

vegetation he noted that there is some saltwater inflow now from the storm water culvert.   

 

IV. Pump Station 10 Project. 

 

Bruce Robson discussed the April 12 open house from 7 pm to 9 at the Turnagain 

Elementary School Multi-purpose room for the 95% design for pump station 10.  Mark 

Wiggin thanked Bruce and AWWU for their efforts to engage the community 

constructively on the project.  Bruce noted that a looping construction traffic loop had 

been selected down McKenzie to the site and then out Marston and then Clay Products 

and out McKenzie.  Most mitigation measures proposed by TCC were adopted in one 

form or another and some were put into the Planning and Zoning conditional use permit.  

The contractor may be allowed to Flex the route if needed for a few weeks but the 

community would be notifies of the change with fliers or cards.  They are planning on 

converting the temporary road from McKenzie to the site as a local trail with bollards to 

prevent access.  On April 11, the Urban Design Commission will meet on the final site 

plan.  The project would be put out to bid in June.  Land ownership may still be an issue.  

Some changes in the design include 12 foot spaced trees and native tundra grass and 

moose protective fencing for three years.   

 

Cathy Gleason moved, and Pamela Jennings seconded, a Resolution of the TCC 

supporting those changes.  The resolution was adopted by a vote of 14 to 0. 

 

Bruce was asked about the status of the litigation concerning the lots in the Marston-

Foraker development.  Bruce understood that the City may be dropped from the suit with 

respect to the coastal trail right of ways but that the property owners were continuing 

against the subdivision owner. 

 

V.  Municipal Zoning Enforcement. 

 

Rich Nove from Municipal Zoning Enforcement announced the program’s online website 

for reporting zoning complaints.  He also discussed the availability of the Rust In Peace 

program to dispose of old vehicles. 

 

VI. Anchorage Parks 

 

Sara Kinderknecht, an Americorp VISTA volunteer, made a presentation concerning the 

Alaska Youth for Environmental Action Program.  The program will employ 20 youths 

16-18 years old in a 10 week program. Each week involves a different environmental 

theme.  April 26 applications will be available.  She is looking for mentors for youth in 

environmental careers and is looking for speakers. Her number is 343-4355. 



 

VII. Didlika Park Project 

 

Board Member Chris Habicht discussed the Didlika Park Project that he has volunteered 

to help coordinate.  Bob Birch discussed the Boy Scout past involvement and the troops 

need to seek clarification of the match requirement and what responsibilities they would 

be taking on as far as completion of the project.  Chris was going to organize a future 

planning meeting and he circulated a sign up sheet for people interested in helping. 

 

IV.  Lyn Ary Park Project in Honor of Bob Durst.   

 

Cathy Gleason presented a report on her work with TREErific and Hillside Rotary Club 

to do a tree planting in the northwest corner of the Lyn Ary Park near the coastal trail 

intersection.  The work would be done on May 23rd or 24th in the evening. 

 

She discussed creating an arbor at the entrance and the conceptual design of the project.  

Cathy Gleason moves, and Mark Wiggin seconded, a motion to spend $1,000 of TCC’s 

funds on the project.  The resolution was adopted by a vote of 16 to 0. 

 

Cathy Gleason noted that Vicki Byron was on the project committee.  The original area 

planting was a memorial to Michele Byron who was killed at a young age by a drunk 

driver. 

 

V.  Legislative Report. 

 

Lindsay Holmes gave the Legislative Report.  She noted that the House had passed the 

Operating Budget and passed it on to the Senate.  The Governor’s Omnibus Ethics Act 

passed the House unanimously.  It requires detailed financial disclosure requirements for 

Legislators.  The Alaska Gasline Inducement Act moved out of House Oil and Gas.  The 

Senate version moved out of Resources to Judiciary and then Finance.  She said there 

were concerns about the 10 year tax freeze and whether the 500,000 incentive was 

necessary or too much or too little, the criteria to judge the final proposals, and what is 

the legislature’s role in approving or disapproving.  She discussed HB 198 involving the 

Senior Assistance Program and Denali Kid Care.  The House passed a bill requiring the 

Governor to submit a 10 year Long-Range Fiscal Plan each year, except the first year of 

the Governor’s term.  She said the Legislature is still dealing with the longevity, 

municipal revenue sharing and education funding bills.   

 

 

VI.   Anchorage Pedestrian Plan. 

 

Pat Redmond discussed the Anchorage Pedestrian Plan.  She said it is open for comment 

until April 27.  A workshop was held on the plan at Romig last winter.  One issue is a 

bike path around Lake Hood.   

 



Pat Redmond made a motion requesting that a one-month extension be granted on the 

comment period. 

 

The motion passed by unanimous consent. 

 

VII.  TCC Capital Project Discussion 

 

The TCC discussed the prioritization of its proposed capital projects for the area.  The list 

adopted was Didlika Park Renovation Matching Grant, West High traffic calming and 

West High Planning Money. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Breck Tostevin, Secretary 

 

 

 

 


