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Chugiak Community Council Meeting Minutes of 4/19/2012 

 

 

TO:   Federation of Community Councils 

 

THRU:   Amy Demboski, President 

 

FROM:  Erin Dovichin, Secretary-Treasurer 

 

SUBJECT:  Chugiak Community Council Approved Minutes for April 19, 2012  

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The President called the meeting to order at 7 pm.  

 

Roll Call 

Present:  

Amy Demboski, President 

Randy McCain, Vice-President (arrived after roll call) 

Erin Dovichin, Secretary-Treasurer 

Gale Armstrong 

Karla Beller 

Faye Mulholland 

Harold Parker 

 

Excused: 

David Baldwin 

Benjamin Sherburne 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes from March 2012, with minor additions and 

corrections. (1 Mulholland, 2 Parker). Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Copies of Chugiak Community Council s meeting minutes and bylaws are available on the 

FCC s website at www.communitycouncils.org (Click on Chugiak). These minutes are a summary form of 

the discussion and key decisions. Audio files of the full discussion are also available on the website. 

 

PRESENTATIONS/GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

Dan Traxinger, Chief Training Officer for the State of Alaska’s Department of Corrections, gave an 

overview of employment opportunities at the soon-to-be newly operational Goose Bay prison. There 

will also be positions opening up at numerous facilities in southcentral Alaska as some people may be 

reassigned to Goose Bay.  There were several questions about the new prison and a discussion of 

potential economic opportunities around the site. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

CBERRSA Board position 
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The Council needs to appoint a new Road Board representative as Linda Kovac’s term in expiring and she 

is not seeking re-election.  Randy McCain is interested in the position, but will be late to this meeting 

because of another commitment tonight.  Nominations were opened for both the representative and 

the alternate.  McCain was nominated as the representative. There was extended discussion about 

whether or not Chris Hudson, the current alternate, was still interested in the alternate position.  Kovac 

gave a brief overview of the responsibilities of the Road Board, the representative and the alternate. 

Mulholland was nominated as the alternate. Dovichin moved to close nominations. Motion passed 

unanimously.  Demboski called the vote on the nominations. Randy McCain and Faye Mulholland were 

elected representative and alternate respectively. 

 

Open Chugiak Council seat 

Gale Armstrong’s seat on the council is open.  Armstrong is filling it until a new Board member can be 

found. Demboski introduced a potential candidate. There was no one present, however, who was willing 

to commit at this time.  

 

Anchorage School District Board Representation 

Demboski noted that for the first time in history, as a result of this election, there will be no Chugiak-

Eagle River representative on the School Board. Demboski has been going to community councils and 

talking about the need to change the School Board charter such that Board members are voted on by 

district.  The current structure seems to be an artifact of the days when too few people lived in Eagle 

River/Chugiak.  The Assembly has to put the issue on the ballot, however, in order for the charter to be 

changed.  She suggests that the Chugiak Council pass a resolution supporting putting the issue on the 

ballot. There was discussion of this issue with general consensus that it was important for Chugiak-Eagle 

River to have representation. Demboski helped to draft a petition that is on file with the City that 

requests the School Board be voted upon per district just as the assembly is. She gave an overview of 

the petition and the major issue with the petition.  The problem is the School Board is limited to seven 

seats per state law and this is a different number of seats than the School Board so the districts cannot 

mirror each other exactly. The idea is for the School Board districts to resemble the Assembly districts. 

Demboski pointed out that this is not a political issue; it is an issue of representative democracy.  

Motion was made and seconded to support the resolution. (1 Dovichin, 2 Mulholland). Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Overview of Capital Budget 

Demboski highlighted areas of the capital budget pertaining to Chugiak.  The budget is subject to the 

Governor’s approval.  

 

REPORTS 

CBERRRSA Road Board L. Kovac (688-5356).   

� The Eklutna bridge will be shut down this summer 

� The Eklutna overpass will also be buttressed this summer.  It has been hit several times by 

vehicles. There was discussion of its height and the issues associated with that. 

� The budget is still on track despite the record snowfall.  The gradual thaw without a lot of 

flooding has been a relief.  

� They set a maximum mill rate of 2.0.  

 

Eagle River-Chugiak Parks & Recreation Board G. Armstrong (696-3543), R. McCain/Alternate (229-

6009).  Armstrong reported: 

• Armstrong can’t attend council meetings again until the fall; a permanent replacement will also 

be needed for Armstrong on the Parks & Rec Board after about six months. He wants to remain 

in the position until the McDonald Center is complete 
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• The McDonald Center addition is nearing completion; will be done this summer 

• There has been tremendous support for the Beach Lake Trail lighting project despite the 

significant increases in cost and some pushback from a few community members regarding the 

problems with the budget and some misunderstandings regarding the diagrams in the plans. 

More people attended the Parks & Rec meeting than Armstrong has ever seen. The Board voted 

to continue the project and the lighting system will be vastly improved. 

  

Treasurer’s Report:  E. Dovichin (688-2551). Dovichin reported $11 in contributions last month; we have 

a little over $3400.  

 

Title 21/Consortium of Chugiak-Eagle River Community Councils R. McCain (229-6009), M. 

Mears/Alternate (622-4077).   

McCain reported that Title 21 continues to move slowly. He gave a brief overview for the high school 

students present on what Title 21 is and the highlights of the rewrite process and chapter 10. 

 

ASSEMBLY and LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

No update. 

 

McCain provided a brief update on the private club/smoking/alcohol issue. Bill Starr introduced a 

resolution that is very close to the Chugiak Council’s resolution. There was brief discussion of the issue. 

 

FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS (FCC) A. Demboski (688-2671), R. McCain/Alternate (229-

6009).  Demboski reported: 

� A new FCC website will be live in May or June and will allow councils greater flexibility to design 

and manipulate their own sites. 

� Survey monkey will now be available to councils  

 

OPEN FORUM  

There was a short discussion of who maintains the old Northwoods sign that is an old sign, still 

advertising lots, and who is responsible in general for old subdivision signs. There was a suggestion that 

the sign should just be taken down, but it is unclear who to make that request to.  Finis Sheldon will 

likely know.  There was also a short discussion of what to do about an abandoned trailer up Amonson 

Road and a property across from the trailer that has a huge amount of trash, broken down sheds and 

cars.  Both of these properties should be reported to code enforcement.  There was also a reminder for 

people to scoop their dog’s poop in our public places. People are not cleaning up after their pets. 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be Thursday, May 17, 2012, 7:00 pm at the Elsie Oberg Community Center. 
 

************************************************************************************ 
The Chugiak Community Council serves Fire Lake, Chugiak, Peters Creek, Mirror Lake, Thunderbird Heights and 

Eklutna. We meet at 7pm on the third Thursday of the month at the Chugiak Benefit Association’s North 

building, the Elsie Oberg Community Center (18606 Old Glenn Highway). 

 

Matanuska Telephone Association is donating the use of email accounts to Chugiak Community Council officers. 

********************************************************************************************* 

 


