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WELCOME & APPROVE AGENDA, MINUTES 
• The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. About 40 people (members and guests) attended. 

• The October agenda was reviewed. 

• Motion by Pat Redmond to approve the agenda. Second by Lorraine Davis. 

• Vote on motion: no objection. Agenda approved. 

• The September meeting minutes were available for review and approval. 

• Motion by Dan Gleason to approve the last meeting’s minutes. Second by Pat Redmond. 

• Vote on motion: no objection. Minutes approved. 

• Announcements: See Attachments flyer available as a handout in the meeting and on the TCC website. 

• Anchorage School Board vacancy: There is a vacancy to be filled on the School Board with 

the retirement of Bettye Davis. The Board is accepting applications for members to be 

appointed, the deadline is Wednesday, October 10. 

• South Westchester Lagoon Bridge Construction: Starting October 15, this bridge will be 

closed for construction, with a detour via Turnagain Parkway, Forest Park Drive and Hillcrest 

to the path next to Minnesota Blvd. The project will be completed as soon as possible, but 

there is long span of bridge to replace and this will impact trail users during the closure. 

• Marijuana Onsite Consumption Regulation: November 1 is the comment deadline for the 

draft regulation that would allow onsite consumption of marijuana at licensed retail stores. 

You can submit comments by e-mail to amco.regs@alaska.gov or in hardcopy to the Alcohol 

and Marijuana Control Office. 

• Deadline for Voter Registration and Updates: Sunday, October 7 is the deadline to register 

or update your registration for the November 6, 2018 election! You can register or update your 

registration online, or go in person to a local election office. The Anchorage office will be 

open for limited hours this weekend, including Sunday. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT 
• Check Turnagain CC’s presence on Facebook and NextDoor! Join the Facebook group “Turnagain 

Community Forum” or watch for posts to Turnagain North and South neighborhoods on NextDoor. 

• If you have not already done so, sign up for e-mail updates from TCC and other community councils: 

visit www.communitycouncils.org and scroll down to “Sign Up”! 

• Federation of Community Councils: Cathy Gleason shared updates from the September meeting: 

• The Muni is developing a Climate Action Plan (covered later in this meeting) 

• The Anchored Home: Strategic Action Plan to Solve Homelessness in Anchorage will be 

released on Thursday, October 4 (covered later in this meeting). 

• The FCC delegates approved the proposed budget for the Federation, to be submitted to the 

Assembly for next year’s municipal budget. 

• Reminder for November 2018 Elections + Nominating Committee: TCC officers serve one year 

terms, January through December. Elections for the 2019 term will take place at the November 6th 

meeting, and notice of the election was provided at the October 4 meeting. The nominating committee 

consists of the TCC Board and any other TCC members interested in serving on the committee. Cathy 

Gleason passed around a sign-up sheet for volunteers for the nominating committee. If you would like 

to participate in this committee, contact TCCPresident@yahoo.com. 

• Fall 2018 West Anchorage Legislative Forum: This event will be Wednesday, October 24, 6:00 to 

9:00 p.m. at Spenard Recreation Center. (Note: the room must be cleared out by 9:00 p.m., so the 

event will go until 8:40 and we will clean up the room immediately after). Five community councils 
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are sponsoring: Spenard, Turnagain, North Star, Sand Lake and Taku/Campbell. There are 13 

candidates running for seats within the Alaska House and Senate districts in these council areas, many 

of whom have already RSVPed. Flyers were shared in the meeting with more information. We will 

have an organizing meeting before the event, and would love to have volunteers to set up, clean up and 

bring food or beverages! If you are interested in volunteering to help with this event (setup and/or 

cleanup), please contact TCCPresident@yahoo.com.  

• Fish Creek Trail to Ocean AMATS Policy Letter: Cathy and Dan Gleason and Gloria Manni have 

participated in a working group from several neighborhoods regarding the Fish Creek to the Ocean 

Trail project, and shared a letter submitted to AMATS about the Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP) and proposed funding for this project. TCC also submitted comments in support of this project, 

but is separate from the working group and the letter shared today is from a separate group. TCC will 

continue to track this project and would like to provide input on the proposed trail route and design. 

• Stream Setback Ordinance: The Assembly will have a public hearing on the draft ordinance on 

October 9th. Cathy Gleason shared that TCC’s Land Use Committee reviewed this ordinance earlier 

this year, and prepared comments that were approved by TCC and submitted to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission before their public hearings. The Board revised TCC’s letter to reflect comments 

on the most recent version, and this letter was ratified at the September 6 meeting. The letter is 

available online at TCC’s website and has been submitted. 

Cathy already provided testimony on behalf of TCC at an earlier public hearing, so she will not testify 

again, but encourages anyone else who would like to testify at the public hearing on October 9th. 

• Officers Report | No additional reports. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
• Sen. Mia Costello, represented by Sam Moore 

• Sam Moore introduced himself, he is the president of North Star Community Council and is 

now serving as legislative aide to Sen. Costello. 

• Sen. Costello, Rep. Josephson, Rep. Reinbold and others are co-hosting a crime summit on 

Saturday, October 13 at the Anchorage LIO (1500 West Benson). It will feature several 

representatives from Departments of Corrections, Public Safety and others. There will be 

public testimony. 

• In the Spenard area, there are several improvements to the Fish Creek Trail, including 

upgrades and improvements to the existing trail and a new segment connecting the tunnel 

under Spenard  

• Please feel free to contact her office at (907) 269-0117, or senator.mia.costello@akleg.gov. 

• Rep. Matt Claman, represented by Lizzie Cubitz 

• Rep. Claman sends apologies for not attending, he is out of state. 

• He and Rep. Grenn hosted a public safety forum in September and felt the event went well, 

they had good attendance and discussion. 

• He also participated in a ridealong event with APD this past weekend and got to see what 

Anchorage Police encounter on a typical day. 

• He also toured six schools whose upgrades were funded by recent bond projects, including 

Lake Hood Elementary, Turnagain Elementary, Romig Middle and West High. In speaking 

with staff, he learned that there is increased concern about safety in schools, exacerbated by 

the recent situations at Faith Christian Daycare and Denali Elementary. This has prompted 

schools to enact safety policies such as limited entry or entry only with permission from staff, 

and to go into lockdown as soon as possible if there is an incident onsite, even if it does not 

directly involve the school. 

• Please contact Rep. Claman’s office with any questions or comments. 

• Rep. Harriet Drummond, represented by Patrick Fitzgerald 
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• The Spenard Road ribbon cutting happened on Saturday, September 29 as the final public 

celebration for the Spenard Road improvements between Hillcrest and Benson. Thank you to 

all of the people who worked hard to make this happen! 

• Rep. Drummond visited the Port of Whittier and was a guest aboard a citizen response vessel 

for oil spills and other incidents. The boat was conducting a 3-day training to respond to oil 

spills, and it was a very instructive experience. 

• October is Fire Safety Month. On Thursday, October 11, noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Anchorage 

LIO, Rep. Drummond and Rep. Tarr are hosting a lunch with representatives from the City of 

San Francisco and from Alaska to talk about fire hazards including fire retardant materials that 

are used on furniture, children’s toys, carpets and other products that are also toxic to 

firefighters, people and animals. 

• Questions and Comments 

• Jess Worthington asked whether Rep. Drummond is able to attend the scheduled barbecue this 

Saturday with Hillcrest residents to discuss their concern about public safety and the 3 vehicle 

crash incidents on Hillcrest Drive? Yes, they received the invitation and Rep. Drummond 

wants to attend, they will connect separately on logistics. 

• Anna Brawley asked about, related to fire safety month, whether Rep. Drummond is tracking 

the effects of spruce bark beetle infestation in Southcentral? Her condo association had to 

remove some dead trees and got a preventive treatment for their remaining spruces this past 

spring, but she has heard a lot about the damage and wondered what is being done within the 

Municipality. The Department of Natural Resources is conducting a comprehensive survey of 

spruce bark beetle infestation across the state, such as damage that contributed to the large 

Sockeye fire in Mat-Su Borough, and will be reporting on this. Patrick said they are aware of 

the issue and are interested in the findings. 

ASSEMBLY REPORT | MEMBER ERIC CROFT 
• Fire Retardant Materials: Since the bill introduced last session by Rep. Drummond and Rep. Tarr 

regarding flame retardant materials and the health hazards they create did not pass, Eric has drafted an 

equivalent ordinance for consideration within the Municipality. This is a serious health issue to 

firefighters in particular, in addition to the hazards of their job, they are now having to encounter a 

variety of dangerous chemicals in the materials in people’s homes, and this should be addressed. 

• ML&P and Chugach Electric Merger: The negotiation of the merger continues, and there will be 

upcoming work sessions on the topic, including public hearings for public testimony. 

• APD Purchase of Former Anchorage LIO: This proposal is also being considered in work sessions, 

and will have public hearings as well. Eric is in favor of this purchase, if the details of the deal are 

reasonable, and believes it will be helpful for APD who need to appear in court downtown for a 

hearing, for example. As an attorney, he often had to wait for police to arrive for a hearing, as the 

travel time from their current headquarters and other demands can make the court process challenging. 

• Stream Setback Ordinance: Eric and Austin have met with Cathy Gleason to understand TCC’s 

positions on the stream setback ordinance, TCC and south Hillside have been most active on this item. 

• Daylighting Fish Creek: The Assembly passed a resolution supporting daylighting of Fish Creek, 

knowing this is aspirational and would be very difficult to achieve in all areas where it is currently 

underground. This will take time, but the goal is to build on and expand the existing portions of Fish 

Creek that have been preserved or daylighted over the years. 

• Suspension of Cannabaska Marijuana License: After much deliberation, the Assembly decided to 

suspend a marijuana license for 30 days, for several reasons but principally because of improper 

disposal of marijuana waste (some of which may still be psychoactive and therefore valuable to those 

seeking it out) and the evidence on the security video that indicates intentional activity to avoid a 

violation when they have been cited by an inspector. He personally believes that the penalty should 

have been harsher, but was satisfied that the Assembly took action following this clear violation. 

• Questions and Comments 
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• Cathy asked about penalties for marijuana licenses, what violations trigger suspension versus 

revocation? Most violations have an initial penalty of suspension, revocation is typically not 

the first response, but most violations do not pose an immediate threat or egregious disregard 

for the rules. Eric is considering proposing an ordinance change to trigger revocation of the 

license if they refuse an inspection, and to treat this more seriously than some other violations 

which may be minor or honest mistakes. A business operating responsibly should not be 

concerned about a routine inspection, refusing an inspection suggests there are serious 

violations they are attempting to hide. 

• Kathleen Bielawski asked about the definition of “daylighting” the creek? This is a common 

term in planning, it refers to restoring a natural, open-to-the-air waterway for a creek or 

stream, rather than channeling it into a culvert or underground pipe. Many areas in Turnagain 

and Spenard are already open but other places it is in culverts, or may be underneath buildings 

or developed property. 

• Gloria Manni commented that she hopes the Municipality in the future continues to prioritize 

daylighting the creek, and potentially require rebuilding of existing properties if they were 

built over the creek bed at some point. 

AIRPORT REPORT | JIM  SZCZESNIAK 
• See airport updates on the handout provided at the meeting or online at: www.anchorageairport.com 

• The Airport saw a significant increase in air traffic over the summer, at least 50,000 to 60,000 tourists 

who traveled to Anchorage this summer, a 5% to 6% increase over last year. 

• Parking and Curbside Changes: There will be changes to the curbside area this winter—the hotel 

buses will be in the covered shelter where the taxi stand is currently 

• North / South Runway Upgrades: The runway upgrades have been completed for 2018! The 

upgraded runway was opened as of October 1, and will remain in operation through the winter until 

the new construction season in 2019. 

• Hiring: There are several positions available, including with the Airport directly (including full time 

positions) and with carriers UPS and FedEx for seasonal work related to the holidays. Approximately 

1 in 10 jobs in the Anchorage area are related to airport operations, directly or indirectly. 

• Questions and Comments 

• Dan Gleason asked about trends in cargo traffic? Cargo traffic is also increased. 

Dan also commented that BP is no longer using the Shared Services flights next year, and will 

be partnering instead with Alaska Airlines for flights to the North Slope. 

ANCHORAGE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN | CATHERINE KEMP, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO MAYOR 
• Catherine shared that the Mayor’s Office is working with University of Alaska Anchorage and 

University of Alaska Fairbanks to develop a Climate Action Plan. There is a public engagement 

process and there will be more opportunities to engage. 

• While Anchorage is not directly impacted by some of the more extreme impacts of climate change 

seen in other parts of Alaska, there are quality of life impacts such as shorter or wetter winters, 

increased ice and sleet rather than snow on the roads, and other changes. 

• The plan will include strategies in a variety of areas including transportation, livability, economic, 

food systems, and waste management. All of these areas may require mitigation of climate change 

impacts, and/or policy changes to reduce or change our contributions to global climate change. For 

example, promoting more locally grown food and residents’ growing their own food supports greater 

food security; replacing the bus fleet with electric buses where feasible reduces emissions. 

• Website: www.muni.org/climateactionplan. You can also sign up for an e-newsletter on the site. 

• First public event to discuss the plan: Tuesday, October 9, 6:00 p.m. at the Loussac Library Atrium. 

Come share your ideas and enjoy some refreshments! 

• Questions and Comments 
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• Anna Brawley asked about whether the plan will be documenting possible long-term impacts 

such as population growth, as more of the U.S. gets hotter and colder climate cities become 

relatively more attractive? The scope of the plan is short- to medium-term, what can be done 

or begun in the next three years, but will also identify some longer term impacts to monitor 

and will be iterative and updated in future years. That is a good example of a long-term impact 

the Muni needs to consider, but is not the specific scope of this plan. 

COMMITTEE REPORT: LAND USE, LICENSE & PERMIT REVIEW COMMITTEE 
• October Committee Meeting: The committee will schedule a meeting to discuss the draft ordinance 

of changes to some of the rules in R-2 zones (see below). Contact TCCPresident@yahoo.com if you 

would like to attend. [Update: the meeting has since been scheduled for Monday, October 15, 5:30 

p.m. at the FCC conference room]. 

• Scale Infill Housing in R-2 Zones: Comments are due October 26. A handout detailing the proposed 

changes was available in the meeting. This proposal makes changes to the rules regarding building 

height, it leaves as 30 feet but removes 2.5 story. It also would require developers to build houses or 

buildings that do not have large blank facades, in order to fit better with existing neighborhood 

character and otherwise positively contribute to the visual appeal of the city. 

• West End Road Treatment Campus (former Clitheroe Center site): The Land Use committee met 

with Nancy Burke with the Municipality to learn more about the proposal to build a new, replacement 

facility on the site at the Airport on Muni land where the former Clitheroe Center is located, 

previously operated by the Salvation Army (they have moved their operations to a location in 

Midtown and will be using the name Clitheroe Center, the name of one of the organization’s founding 

members). The Muni is still working on the planning for this facility, and will share more information 

throughout the process as it is available. One of the first steps will be replatting the site and rezoning it 

from the current “Transition” zone which is left over from the 1982 land use plan. 

• Review of Renewing Liquor Licenses: There are few licenses within Turnagain, but several liquor 

licenses in the Muni are up for renewal and AMCO has provided public notice about them. Public 

hearing requests are due October 15. There are very few licenses in Turnagain and none of the 

renewing licenses are within our boundaries, so the Board provided a list of the renewing licenses in 

the meeting but is not recommending a public hearing or other action at this time. One of the renewing 

licenses is the Alaska Airlines lounge, on the secured side of the Airport. 

CRIME INCIDENT IN TURNAGAIN | DEPUTY CHIEF KEN MCCOY, APD + NEIGHBORS 
• Deputy Chief McCoy introduced himself, Captain Julie Shank and Amy Foraker from APD and 

thanked the community for hosting. He noted that while APD has been increasing its force 

considerably, with 450 officers as well as support staff, but there are still not enough positions to 

adequately represent a city of this size, typically 600 to 700 officers is standard. More staff is needed, 

particularly support staff such as dispatch and administrative staff, to function better, and this area of 

the workforce has been understaffed in the past. They continue to add resources when possible to be 

able to protect safety.  

• Amy shared the dispatch process: 

• When you call 3-1-1 and 9-1-1, the person you speak with is gathering information about the 

type of incident, how urgent or serious it is, and where the location is. There is a Computer 

Aided Dispatch (CAD) system that uses an algorithm to prioritize the calls; however, there are 

manual overrides that can allow a supervisor to elevate an issue if needed, if the algorithm 

doesn’t prioritize it but there are other reasons why it should be a priority. Supervisors also 

monitor the calls regularly and coordinate with officers and leadership. 

• There are two channel dispatchers, the North section covers up to Knik River Bridge and the 

South section covers up to Ingram Creek on Turnagain Arm. Turnagain is in the South area. 

• APD has a very busy call center, and response times will vary depending on what other calls 

are coming in and how many officers can respond or are responding to other calls. It is now 
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common to have 50 to 60 calls “in the stack” to address issues, an increase over time and 

creates problems for responding quickly and consistently. 

• Many other cities are facing these issues: for example, Nashville has an average of 15 calls “in 

the stack” for a population of 2 million, compared with Anchorage having 40 to 60 for a 

population of 300,000. 

• There are at least 7 dispatchers on calls at any given time, but this is a minimum and typically 

only in the morning (3 a.m. to 11 a.m.). The peak is 11 people, staffed over 3 p.m. to 3 a.m., 

and manage as best as possible according to typical call volume at various times. 

• Mona Hendrup, director of Faith Christian Community Daycare Center, has spoken to APD 

about this incident and shared more information about the incident on September 6: 

▪ A man was on a neighbor’s roof, climbing around and fell on a greenhouse, and at 

some point traveled over to Faith Christian’s daycare building. 

▪ He attempted to get into the daycare through a window and then through the door, 

Mona was able to walk him out of the building and spoke with him. 

▪ He later climbed a tall tree and bystanders were concerned he would fall. 

▪ It took considerable time for the police to arrive (over 1.5 hours), leading to the 

frustration and concern of parents and other neighbors. 

▪ The children were safely inside and were not allowed to go outside. Younger children 

were not impacted or did not notice the incident, but older children asked questions 

about what was happening and why they were not allowed to go outside. 

• The dispatcher who took the call initially classified the information as a trespass, which is 

typically a Priority 3 (the lowest of the 3 tiers). There were also other concurrent incidents, 

including a bank robbery, so officers resources were limited at the time. However, the 

mechanism to evaluate the calls by a supervisor should have elevated this as a problem. 

• APD is reviewing the incident, determining whether and how it was classified correctly, and 

otherwise evaluating what lessons can be learned and improved to avoid this In future. 

• APD is also conducting a training for dispatchers to change the culture of responses in the 

dispatch area, emphasizing compassion and imagining a response “if it is your own family.” 

This will improve the dispatchers’ capacity to respond and to help callers feel that they are 

being heard and their emergency is being responded to. 

• APD will also change the police beat boundaries to match community council boundaries. 

• Another incident occurred today: 

▪ A person walked away from the Clitheroe Center today, and at the time of the meeting 

had not been apprehended again. 

▪ The person had served 23 years of a 60 year sentence (with 10 years suspended) for a 

homicide in the 1990s, and was under Department of Corrections supervision at the 

Clitheroe Center but was able to walk away. 

▪ Deputy Chief McCoy shared that he also has questions about DOC’s role and how this 

incident was handled, and is concerned. He noted that APD will continue to do its job 

and protect public safety, they are looking for this individual but he is also concerned, 

and there are other system-wide issues that need to be addressed so these incidents 

don’t happen in the future. 

• Discussion: 

• Michele Wiley shared that she called 3-1-1 today and asked to speak to a senior officer about 

someone who walked away from the Clitheroe Center. She was told by the dispatcher that she 

could not receive any information about the situation, and cannot speak to another officer at 

this time. She was able to leave a voicemail for the Chief and Deputy Chief. She has several 

questions about this incident and how these incidents are handled. She and Deputy Chief 

McCoy connected during and after the meeting to talk further. 

• Nezir Alili asked what the typical wait time is for waiting to speak to someone on dispatch? It 

depends on the call volume, ideally the call would be immediate but it will depend on the 
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number of dispatchers working and the number of calls, and the urgency of other calls that 

come in. As shared earlier, the volume of calls can be very high and it is hard to predict. 

• Eric Croft asked APD to address whether there appear to be any systemic failures, or was it an 

isolated incident. 

• Jess Worthington shared that there were 3 collisions on Hillcrest recently that resulted in 

property damage, but could have been worse if the collisions had involved the children 

playing outside. She shared her frustration that there could be other measures taken such as 

traffic calming, but these take a lot of time using the normal process for traffic calming 

decisions. She would like to see other solutions rather than using APD resources. Deputy 

Chief McCoy shared that their Traffic Enforcement staff can coordinate with Traffic Calming 

to identify or respond to “hot spots” of speeding or reckless behavior to increase patrols or 

other ways to make the area safety. He encouraged Jess to follow up and talk to APD Traffic 

Enforcement about options. 

• Another member commented that he is concerned about the priorities for APD enforcement, 

he is very concerned about the Faith Christian Daycare incident and whether there should be 

more focus on these incidents rather than traffic enforcement for speeding. 

▪ APD has geographic specific patrols and typically stay within these boundaries, but if 

there is an incident they can divert other resources to the problem if needed. For 

example, the response to the Denali Montessori Elementary on October 3 involved a 

large number of officers immediately. 

▪ Others present commented that they still support traffic enforcement for speeding and 

reckless driving, this continues to be a problem. 

• Another member suggested that for incidents involving a lockdown at a school or daycare, 

there could be a flag to indicate this in the record and therefore prioritize these incidents. 

• Dan Gleason commented that he is concerned about the person who walked away from the 

Clitheroe Center today, and the response time. 

• Michele commented that she has made several calls today, and was not able to find any 

answers from any of the entities involved (DOC, Clitheroe Center, APD and others). She 

continues to ask what and where the breakdown in the system has been. 

• Pat Redmond commented that within the last few years, she called 9-1-1 after seeing a person 

lying in the street at about 2 a.m. after falling off their bicycle. She was on hold for a long 

time, it was approximately 45 minutes before she was able to talk to someone, and multiple 

hours went by with no response—and this was before the increase in calls over the most 

recent years. She and other neighbors tried to help but did not want to put themselves in 

danger. Eventually the person was conscious again and walked away, and there was no 

follow-up from APD about the call. Deputy Chief McCoy shared that APD does follow up on 

all calls to substantiate the information and do any other necessary follow-up, but does not 

necessarily make contact with the public. APD is working to improve the response to residents 

who call about incidents to let neighbors know that APD had followed up, such as knocking 

on doors or leaving flyers about APD’s response. 

• Eric Croft commented that the Assembly continues to track this, and they know that in 

addition to increasing officers, they need to increase support staff, dispatchers, investigators 

and evidence processors, and others. This is only part of the system of courts and corrections 

that also need improvement, much of which is at the state level. 

• Deputy Chief McCoy reiterated that APD staff are also residents and have the same concerns 

as those shared tonight, and are very committed to doing their part to improve public safety. 

ANCHORED HOME, STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN TO SOLVE HOMELESSNESS | NANCY BURKE 
• The draft plan was released this morning at a press event with Mayor Berkowitz, the Anchorage 

Coalition to End Homelessness, United Way of Anchorage and other partners. 

• There were two documents released today and shared in the meeting. 
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• The first document is a fact sheet summarizing camp abatement activities and engagement with 

homeless individuals over summer 2018, with statistics about the number of camps identified and 

abated (cleaned up). 

• There were approximately 250 fewer people counted as being unsheltered during the Summer 

2018 point in time count: 1,064 versus 1,304. There are many reasons for this decrease, 

including changes to service providers’ processes, changes to the Bean’s Café and Brother 

Francis Shelter campus, and others, using the resources we have in the community now. More 

resources are needed, and this will be a discussion with the Municipality during the budget 

process as well as at the state level during legislative session. Nancy encouraged neighbors to 

talk to their elected officials about what is working now and that more investment is needed. 

• The second document is the final version of the plan that has been worked on over the past year, the 

Anchored Home Strategic Action Plan. The plan has been revised to reflect the input the community 

gave on the plan during the summer, and emphasizes the need to prevent people from becoming 

homeless, increasing housing and services available to help, protecting public health and safety of the 

entire community, and advocacy and funding to support this work. The plan is based on previous and 

existing plans about this topic, with a focus on what can be done over the next three years to make 

significant change. It uses best practices from other communities, and brings in community leaders 

and funders to work together and tell the story of what is needed. This leadership council will meet 

regularly to discuss implementation and working to improve the plan. 

• The plan also highlights the concept of “functional zero” which means that the demand for housing 

and services in the community can be met by supply of these services in the community: rather than 

having a long waiting list for housing, for example, a person who has become homeless can be quickly 

connected to temporary shelter or permanent housing as soon as possible. The Muni will be working 

with a national organization, Built for Zero, who has expertise in this area and will help develop a way 

to track the availability of resources. 

• The plan will be implemented over the next three years, with continued community dialogue and 

input, as well as sharing data and other measures of progress on the plan’s goals to address 

homelessness at multiple points from prevention to housing. This will include quarterly update 

meetings: Wednesday, January 9, 2019, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Wilda Marston Theatre in the 

Loussac Library. Meetings will share progress on the plan and continue community conversation. 

• Website: Visit www.anchoragehomeless.org or the Mayor’s Corner on the Municipality website, 

www.muni.org/mayor 

• Eric Croft added that the Assembly has also taken actions to increase the rate and success of camp 

abatement: shorter notice time, area-wide abatements instead of individual camps, and doubling the 

funding for camp abatements in the summer. He also thanked Nancy and her team for her work to look 

at other innovative solutions, such as working with landlords and providing support to those landlords 

so that formerly homeless tenants can be successful. 

He also noted that the problem we have now is due to a variety of different factors: a drug epidemic, 

the recession, increase in crime, and other problems. 

• Questions and Comments 

• A member asked whether there is an inventory of current affordable housing, and whether we 

are producing the number of units needed to meet this demand? Nancy shared that this 

information is not fully known yet, and there is a need to estimate how much is needed at 

different levels, as some need more support than others. Currently the Muni is only producing 

about 50% of the housing units needed over time to meet overall housing demand. This is one 

of the implementation actions in the plan, to develop an inventory of what housing is available 

and what types, to be able to answer that question and determine if we have enough to meet 

the city’s needs. 

• Dan Gleason commented that we need to spread affordable housing and services throughout 

the Municipality, and not just in certain neighborhoods. Eric agreed, and neighborhoods 

including Turnagain can help this situation by being supportive of these projects. Nancy added 

http://www.anchoragehomeless.org/
http://www.muni.org/mayor
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that there are different types of projects, some people need a lot of support and should be 

together in the same building; others can live more independently in housing units across the 

community. There are many units like this spread throughout the city, such as those for 

previously homeless veterans, so many neighborhoods have some affordable housing, but it is 

always difficult to find appropriate places for new housing especially for higher-needs people. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
• Jess Worthington shared that she lives on Hillcrest Drive and has six children. She has seen a number 

of traffic incidents including knocking down high-voltage power line, a rollover, and three collisions 

within the last 11 days. Her neighbors can name many more incidents on their streets over the years. 

She shared photos of these incidents, all hit and runs: 

• One happened in the afternoon, a driver hit her front yard and caused significant damage, 

thankfully no one was hurt but the driver also almost hit an electrical transformer. 

• Another incident happened on her property and knocked down the corner of her fence, again 

no one was hurt but she noted that the corner is where children wait for the bus. 

• Many others have had mailboxes and items in their front yards knocked over, sometimes 

multiple times even after they replace the mailbox. 

• Other neighbors shared their frustration and desire to make Hillcrest more safe for children, residents, 

students and everyone else who uses this area for recreation. 

• Cathy shared some potential solutions as an idea, from neighbors. These may not be feasible or ideal 

but were suggested: temporary speed humps, flashing signs, and other traffic calming, more traffic 

enforcement, a sidewalk on Hillcrest, more stop signs, and other options. She encouraged APD and the 

Assembly members to weigh in on which are feasible, and address the problem as soon as possible. 

• Deputy Chief McCoy noted that he will share this information with others at APD and talk to the 

Traffic Enforcement department, and he is interested in addressing this issue. APD has also talked to 

the School Officer Resources (SORs) at West and Romig to coordinate enforcement in the parking lot 

and around the school campus. 

• Nezir Alili commented that he drives every day and used to be a West High student, he believes that 

kids will not listen to these rules, unfortunately, and will ignore things like speed signs. 

• Anna Brawley commented that there is a larger culture of bad drivers in Anchorage, and increase in 

speeding and reckless driving and other incidents that put other drivers, pedestrians, bikers, and 

property in danger. Do we teach drivers’ ed to all students in schools? How can we change this culture 

and remind people that they need to drive safely, and take responsibility when they do damage 

property? She understands that the Hillcrest issue is localized and needs immediate attention, but this 

is a citywide issue and there have been more problems all over the city, it needs longer term solutions 

as well to improve Anchorage’s driving culture. 

• Eric Croft asked whether there is any indication, how many people are West High students versus 

other drivers? Is this a problem of intoxicated driving? 

• Another member commented that people’s mailboxes are destroyed regularly, it is a long term 

problem in this area in particular, they believe that some of the problem is likely intoxicated drivers 

based on past experience and incidents that happen at night. 

• Michele Wiley commented that a very good driver education course is run by the Alaska Sports Car 

Clubs, they have a very good program and teach in high school parking lots. 

• Tari O’Connor commented that she has reviewed the collision data on her street, many of these 

incidents do not show up in the available data, the only incidents are ones that cause significant 

damage like the incident involving damage to electrical facilities. She believes that the data is 

underreporting the breadth and severity of the problem. 

• Another member commented that this is not limited to students, he has seen considerable drunk 

driving incidents, running stop signs, and other problems especially late at night. It will be good to 

work with West High to see if this reduces the problem, but believes other measures need to be taken, 

like more APD enforcement in the area during more hours. 
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• Another member commented that the other high schools have parking lot exits that exit onto a 

collector or non-residential street, and West High is the only one that turns onto a residential street, as 

well as the only one with a middle school on the same campus. She noted that every neighborhood 

wants speed humps, but their situation is specific and has caused a lot of documented incidents, other 

high schools are not located immediately next to residential streets. 

• Cathy Gleason commented that several years ago, former mayor Begich instituted a camera 

enforcement system that could generate tickets for violations caught on camera. There was a great 

deal of backlash and concern from residents about using this for enforcement, and has resulted in 

language in the Charter (the Municipality’s founding document) stating that only police can give 

tickets. She posed to the group that perhaps this idea should be considered again, what would it 

require? Eric Croft commented that while it is worth discussing, it would require a change to the 

Charter that would allow for people to be issued tickets other than an APD officer. 

• Eric Croft asked Deputy Chief McCoy to consider stationing an officer at West High when school is 

released each day, and/or school resource officers can perform this function. Deputy Chief McCoy 

agreed and will follow up. 

• Gloria Manni commented that she would like to see more effort to address this issue, it is not just high 

school students, but perhaps a few tickets issued will improve behavior at least among students. 

• Jess Worthington invited everyone to attend a barbecue on Saturday, October 6 from 4:30 to 6:30 at 

2007 Hillcrest Drive, she has invited several elected officials and the press and invites other neighbors 

to attend as well! She and the other neighbors are highly motivated to change this situation.  

CLOSING 
• The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

• The next regular meeting will be on Thursday, November 1, 2018. 

 

Minutes prepared and submitted by Secretary Anna Brawley on 10/13/18. 

Minutes approved by Turnagain Community Council at its regular meeting on 11/1/18. 


