
RUSSIAN JACK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
6:30 PM, Wednesday, May 10, 2017 
At Wonder Park Elementary School 
 
Present:  Fred McLeary, Dan Wright, Sherry Wright, Tammy Hanson, Ed Leach, Shawn 
Murphy, James Smallwood, Ingrid Roelfs, Bob & Kathi-Jo Skaats, Travis Maxim, David 
Dunsmore, TJ Presley, Roxanna & Elmer John, Richard Beuavides, Renea Miller, Scott 
Lofthouse, Chantel Welch, Kathleen Plunkett 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm by Chair Ed Leach.   
 
1.  Legislative report 
Sen. Berta Gardner – none given 
Sen. Bill Wielechowski – TJ Presley provided a report that they will hit 120 days on Tuesday.  
Budget votes tomorrow.  Conference committee on the operating budget.  Income tax vote on 
Friday.  Real ID bill has picked up some speed.   
Sen. Tom Begich – Asked for email addresses (don’t have all the ones Ellis had).   
Rep. Geran Tarr – none given 
Rep. Ivy Spohnholz – none given 
Rep. Andy Josephson – none given 
 
2.  Assembly report 
Pete Petersen – David Dunsmore provided a report (needs an assistant coach for Nunaka Valley 
Little League).  Ordinance to make it easier for subdividing lots to smaller parcels.  Supportive 
of adding a non-voting youth representative to the Assembly.  Elections and Ethics committee 
chair again.   
Forrest Dunar – Jessica provided a report adding the Title 21 rewrite of Anchorage was delayed 
regarding storage of hazardous waste.   
 
3.  School board report  - Kathleen Plunkett  - Monday – Thursday next week will be graduations 
downtown (big 4).  Anchorage School District has enough non-tenured teachers that they didn’t 
have to give out pink slips.  Talked about state budget issues.   
 
4.  Principal report - Shawn Murphy, Wonder Park – last day May 24th.  Let Shawn know if you 
see anything weird over the summer at the school property.  They learned this year about 
clearing snow on the new ground.   
 
5.  FCC report - James Smallwood said the District Attorney attended and spoke about feedback 
on how they handle priority cases, increased number of homicides (primarily committed by 16 – 
22 year olds).  Majority of gang activity isn’t organized, but loosely associated groups of people.  
Spoke about the new bus route and frequency.  Policy changes were discussed and a new chair 
will be nominated next week. 
 
6.  AWWU project near East HS – James Armstrong (HDR) – Northern Lights project from 
Bragaw to Wesleyan (water main replacement).  They have a remaining 320 feet to complete.  
Northern Lights west bound lanes will be closing beginning Memorial Day weekend (traffic will 
still be two way, but on one side of the road).  The purpose of this is to upgrade pipes, due to 
increased population.  There were questions and discussion of another water main break on 6th 



Avenue and work delays due to asphalt plants have not started up yet and some other things.  
The Rosemary project is between Arca and Nicole street.  That pipeline was lined last year (one 
of the looping projects).   
 
7.  Klevin & Rudakof – Kyle Scalis (Criterion General)  Debarr & Bragaw Subdivision Lot 6- 
letters were sent petitioning the MOA platting board to remove plat notes regarding access from 
Klevin Street.  Creative Lighting & Sound is requesting access on Klevin to have 2 driveways 
(access for fire trucks, etc).  12,500 sf office/warehouse with main access to the building off 
Rudakof.  They provide lighting and sound for events.  There are only a few employees and 
customers typically don’t come to the local office.   
 
Vern Roelsf moved to drop Note 1 in the Debarr Bragaw Subdivision for access from Klevin on 
Lot 6 – 9.  2nd by Kathleen Plunkett.   Motion passed 13 - 0 
 
8.  Graffiti & Gang issues – Scott Lofthouse came to let us know he lives in the neighborhood 
(former APD) and has noticed an increase in graffiti over the last few months.  Cut through Pine 
and down Reka – noticed a red house with a fence with CRIP tag.  Russian Jack post office got 
tagged – which alerts us that they are starting to feel comfortable in our neighborhood.  A group 
of kids with blue bandanas getting a photo op in front of Bragaw (strip mall by Sweet Pink 
Pepper) around 6 pm.  Gang Division in APD no longer exists.  Commercial theft personnel with 
APD has retired.  12 LA bloods were indicted in 2015, December.  Local gangs are racially 
diverse in Anchorage (except for one Mong group).  Gangs start on the playgrounds in 
elementary school because of bullying.  They bond together for protection and then as they age 
the groups coalesce.   
 
Gang graffiti is the first sign you have gangs in your neighborhood.  The volume is unusual and 
disturbing.  Who is more dangerous – the kid that has the reputation, or the kid that wants the 
reputation?  Graffiti busters are available, but they are overwhelmed with the volume and only 
provide removal on public property.  Anywhere hidden from public view from the street will be 
hit, but again more disturbing is the fact they are doing this right out in the open.  Jeff Schmitt 
received graffiti removal materials from Kathleen Plunkett.  Kathleen asked if there was any 
interest in local graffiti busting in our neighborhood?  We will talk about this again next month. 
 
The goal is to make things uncomfortable to these youth.  Working with youth to encourage a 
better way of life.  We have third generation gang members in Anchorage.   
 
James asked about what we can do and the use of the Community patrol. There was discussion 
about whether the community patrol is still supported by APD.  1st Friday at 6:30 pm Paul 
Honeman has Community patrols meet and discuss issues each month.  
 
Sherry asked if Scott thought a letter to our neighbors encouraging them to report when they hear 
and/or see anything (and that when more people call, they are more likely to get a response).  
The letter can include a issue to raise the awareness to our neighbors, inform them about the 
rising graffiti, neighborhood pride (close to downtown, University and hospitals).  Number of 
calls (8)  to specific addresses can create an abatement issue that either fines up to taking the 
property from the owner.  Sherry will draft a letter and Kathleen suggested we have that 
available for our picnic to distribute to our neighbors. 
 



There seems to be a somewhat no care attitude toward Russian Jack when attempts to address 
these issues are brought to local authorities.   
 
9.  Picnic committee – still waiting on our first meeting.  One preferred date mentioned would be 
a Saturday in June.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by:  Sherry Wright 
 
 


