
Russian Jack Community Council Meeting Minutes for January 11, 2017 
 
Present:  Rosa Smallwood, James Smallwood, Ed Leach, Fred McLeary, Tammy 
Hanson, Shawn Murphy, Pete Peterson, Forest Dunbar, Seng Her, Jody Kuhn, Kevin 
Smestad, Dan Wright, Sherry Wright, (there were a couple others – Ed should have 
the list). 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Chair Ed Leach.   
 
Legislative Report: 
Ivy is in transit, others are flying to or are in Juneau. 
Seng Her (here for Geran)  - handouts for legal services, legal clinic at Boys & Girls 
club on Martin Luther King day.  Bills that Geran is working on include:  paid sick 
leave for mothers, helping workers to be employed, rape kit bill (both in the way 
they process them and standardized kit for processing statewide).    
 
Assembly Report: 
 
Pete Peterson – school bonds passed Assembly and will be on the ballot.  It will cost 
12 cents less because of bonds that have been retired.  Roof and boiler repairs 
primarily are costs.  There are a couple of sales tax bills under consideration, but 
don’t believe they are ready for a vote of the public.  Legislators are discussing a 
state sales tax, so city wants to see what happens there.  Red light cameras also on 
their meeting agenda.  Pete would appreciate feedback on this issue.  Comments 
included this being considered a revenue resource (and subsequently shortening 
the yellow light time).  There was support as long as it’s regarded as a fine to 
prevent accidents – not a means to generate revenue.  Increasing the fine hasn’t 
seemed to work.  Another idea is lowering the first time offense to $100, 2nd offense 
would be $300.  Traffic Division has been beefed up, so why not let them do their 
job?  Assembly doesn’t have a cost estimate yet (on the cameras).  Some of the funds 
on red light cameras go out of the state (to the service providers).  Question of 
dedicated funds for those fines was raised.  Demolition permits to demolish 
historical buildings.  They had to tear up some flooring in order to get to the boiler 
(that needed fixed).  Negotiations are ongoing on plans for the 4th Avenue.  They do 
have plans to have Northern Lights Inn demolished by this summer!!  Public safety 
committee meeting – 9-1-1 received a record number of calls last year (up 16 or 
17%).  Taxi permits was approved last night.  Public comment of a child care 
facilitator that one of her clients uses taxi service.  The child got crumbs in the cab, 
and the driver removed the entire back seat to clean it out when they got out of the 
cab.    New parking meters downtown have no enforcement times on them – which 
makes some people wonder if it is 24 hour paid parking.  It would be nice if they 
could put those signs back on the meters.  Less parking fees were collected this year 
which is why meter costs went up.   
 
Forest Dunbar – Park service area is one of the things being discussed.  Chugach 
State Parks and some areas are being consider to be merged within city parks.  



Question was asked if that would impact hunting activities that are currently legal – 
was told that it wouldn’t.    Sales tax probably wouldn’t be on a ballot until the fall.  It 
takes 60% to pass, and they further would need to change the charter to require a 
simple majority.   
 
School Board Report – none given 
 
Principal Report – Shawn Murphy, Wonder Park.  Last year there was a statewide 
assessment called AMP.  There is a new one called PEAKS, performance evaluation 
of AK Schools.  Capital Improvement Advisory Committee (Shawn sits on this) – that 
capital grant money is gone and there are still lots of school buildings that need to 
be maintained.  There is still another long list of items once repairs are taken care of.  
Some of the things that should be considered are: capacity of buildings; concern of 
students being satellite out to other schools; new boundaries may need to be 
considered if we are going to continue maintaining all these buildings.  Comment 
from public about students out in 10 degree weather with no hat, no gloves, coats 
unbuttoned, one in shorts.  Some things really have to be taken care of by the 
parents.  When needs arise, Wonder Park has a family services coordinator.  
Question about why the lights are not on in the playground at night?  The old school 
lighting is out back and funding was not available for upgrades to the playground 
area.   
 
FCC report – James Smallwood attended as RJCC representative and provided a 
report of their meeting.  Eagle River/Chugiak are considering merging.  64th and 
Elmore Verizon cell phone tower is an issue being discussed.  Council area maps for 
all councils are available.  RJCC doesn’t have a community patrol and most of the 
councils are getting those started.  Lauren Moore with APD was telling about 
training going on.  Top items from police survey – late night patrols, foot patrols on 
trails (and they are ramping that up).  Assemblyman Dick Traini talked about taxes 
and bonds.   
 
James is running for one of the school board seats.  Wonder Park was where he went 
to school.  Achievement gap is one of the things he is concerned about – seeing kids 
on the east side succeed.  He wants to be a strong advocate for the kids, parents and 
the schools.   
 
MOA Taxing Authority under the Charter and Municipal Code   - Ed Leach brought 
AK Code of  Ordinances that deal with spending limitation on general government 
operating budget and taxing authority, tobacco ordinances was very lengthy,  AO # 
2016-105 (adopting the 2017 general government capital improvement budget),  
AO #2016-103 (adopting and appropriating funds for the 2017 municipal 
utilities/enterprise activities operating budgets and the 2017 municipal 
utilities/enterprise activities capital budget), AM # 580-2016 (adopting and 
appropriating funds for the 2017 general government operation budget for the 
MOA),  AO 2016-102 (adopting and appropriating funds for the 2017 general 



government operating budget for the MOA), and 2012 Revenue and approved 
budget revenue details information for our review.    
 
Discussion on these reports included that Anchorage doesn’t use a regular mill rate 
to figure out property taxes.  It’s based on Assembly budget and then figured on 
what is needed and spread out between property owners.    Ed went over the 
various documents with the council.    There was one question about the number of 
state vs. municipal employee information.    State web site has that information 
readily available, Muni does not.  The 2012 Revenue was the most recent Ed could 
find on the MOA web site.   A request for more updated information on this was 
made.   Theoretically, sales taxes would reduce property taxes.   It may take 15 – 25 
people to run a sales tax office.  The number of jobs added offsets the revenues that 
would be generated.   
 
Sherry Wright plans to bring a quarterly report on the APD Crime map information 
pertinent to the Russian Jack Springs Park area.   The goal would be to generate a 
letter including that information to our neighborhood, encouraging people when 
they see crime to report it, and also asking the question – is this the kind of 
neighborhood we all want?  If not, let’s do something about it.  It was eye opening 
just how much crime is going on.   
 
Jody Kuhns - Community Environmental Board superfund sites JBER (cleanup) 
meets quarterly and Jody can bring that information to our meetings if we would 
like. 
 
Ed asked us to think about topics or issues we’d like to hear more about and let him 
know prior to our upcoming meetings so he can invite the appropriate people to 
discuss them.   
 
Meeting adjourned around 8:30 pm.   
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sherry Wright 
Secretary pro tem 
 
 


