
Old Seward Oceanview Community Council 
Meeting Minutes from April 27, 2016 

 
 
Meeting called to order, with a quorum, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

• Meeting agenda approved. 
• Meeting minutes from March 23, 2016 approved. 

 
Reports 

• Vice President, Roselynn Cacy: The Long-Range Planning Division released a draft of the 
Anchorage Bowl Land Use Plan Map that will be used to guide development in Anchorage until 
2040. Community comments are being accepted into June. More information can be found at 
muni.org. 

• Treasurer, Stan Moll: Confirmed account balance of $1,876.23. 
• Secretary, Stephanie Love: None 
• Federation of Community Councils (FCC) Chair, Nancy Beardsley: FCC is giving each community 

council $75, and Nancy is recommending the Council host a picnic in the fall to introduce the 
community to the Council. Assemblyman Dick Traini said people wanting to open a marijuana 
business will have to go before community councils. APD is looking into using Nextdoor for 
residents to report suspicious activity. There are issues with easements not being marked 
throughout the city and there isn’t a map available for reference, or money to go out and survey 
all the land again. Something will have to be done. It is recommended that the parks within our 
council be dedicated. More information about the FCC can be found at communitycouncils.org. 

• Committee Chairs: None 
 
Guest Presentations 

• State Senator: Dianne Blumer, Sr. Policy Advisor for Senator McGuire, said the state budget is 
the top priority. Work continues on the restructure of the permanent fund and the Omnibus Crime 
Bill, which would reduce the state’s prisons population by 21% over the next 10 years and save 
over $400 million. The Senator supports the Crime Bill. In regards to revenue sharing, it will be 
reduced, and could be phased out. No money has been appropriated to the Anchorage Port 
project yet.  

• State Representative: Robert Ervine from Representative Johnson’s office called in from Juneau. 
He talked about the progress happening in the Special Session. The House Rules Committee is 
considering a new draft of the Oil & Tax Credit Bill, and is hoping to strike a compromise that will 
satisfy Legislative members and move it to the floor and then onto the Senate. There are a lot of 
closed door meetings happening about the budget, and Mr. Ervine believes progress is being 
made. The state income tax issue is with the house Finance Committee but there is still work to 
be done. The latest proposal is for a tax at 6% of a person’s federally taxable income and the tax 
would begin in 2019. There is concern about doing too much too soon - pulling too much money 
out of the economy too quickly could hurt the economy.  

• Local Assembly: Bill Evans spoke about the previous night’s Assembly meeting. Anchorage has a 
budget surplus of approximately $15 million. Mayor Berkowitz is being cautious about what to do 
with the money given the state’s financial situation, and he wants to hold a large portion of the 
money back for the time being, which Mr. Evans agrees with. The spending of $7 million, with $1 
million going toward the vote by mail initiative, $400 for a homeless initiative, and additional 
money going towards other initiatives that need to be funded passed. Approximately $100,000 
was approved for new Marijuana Code Enforcement and Fire Inspector positions. Tax relief for 
residential property owners was addressed and a $5 million dollar credit passed; however, it will 
only be considered if there is enough money in the fund to allow it come the fourth quarter of 
2016. Relief would be on property value up to $300,000 only. The Assembly members and Mayor 
would like to give tax relief to Anchorage homeowners, but there is still a lot to be discusses on 
this subject. Mr. Evans said Anchorage only receives $9 in revenue sharing from the State and, 



although the city would like to receive it, it is a small amount of the city’s $466 million annual 
budget. The 2016 mill rate was finalized and should be available on the muni website. APD is 
holding two Academies this year. Mr. Evans confirmed there is money in the Mayor’s budget for 
APD. International technology company SAP is making progress with the Municipalities software 
upgrade. 

• Anchorage School District Board: No representative present. 
• Mayor’s Office: Katie Dougherty, Mayor Berkowitz office community council representative, 

reminded members she’s working on the Vision Zero program to reduce pedestrian, bike and 
vehicle accidents and fatalities, and is now awaiting approval on $900,000 in federal funding for 
the program and associated programs. A report came out revealing APD is short-staffed for the 
size of the city and level of crime in Anchorage. APD is on track to have 400 officers by the end of 
the year; however, that is still 50 short of the report’s recommended amount. Report from the 
Homeless count will be out in May. The muni would like to hear from community councils and 
their members about what they are seeing during the summer months - homeless camps, 
homeless walking the streets, etc. That information can be shared with Ms. Dougherty at 343-
7170. Again, the Mayor’s monthly newsletter, Berkowitz Bulletin, is available at muni.org. 

• Guests: None 
 
Old Business 

• Johns and Klatt intersection improvements were sent out to bid and QAP was awarded the job. 
The DOT can be contacted at 269-0450 for additional information. 

 
New Business 

• The city’s Traffic Calming Plan was discussed when a council member brought up the 
speeding/accidents happening on Oceanview. Bill Evans said there were two approaches to take 
- the first is to alert APD and they can put more patrols in that area. However, the long term fix is 
using the city’s Traffic Calming Protocol. The Protocol’s first step is addressing the issue with the 
community council, the council would then request that the traffic department look into the issues. 
The traffic department doesn’t like using speed bumps; however, there are other measures they 
will take such as added signage or traffic signals. The department will look into the complaint, 
measure vehicle speeds on the road and determine how to proceed from there. Mr. Evans 
confirmed the department does have a budget to address situations like these, how much they 
currently have he did not know. Katie Dougherty said she would touch base with the Muni’s 
Traffic Department to see if Oceanview has ever been on the Traffic Calming Plan. 

• Oceanview Community Council will present the 120th Ave. and Hamilton Park upgrades for the 
Municipality Capital Improvement Program. Council is adding LED phase two upgrade to the 
second spot on its own Capital Project Priorities list. 

• Following an inquiry from a council member, Steve Beardsley announced the Rail Road 
Committee has been set.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
	


