
Information on Annual Helicopter Noise Meeting – April 14th, 2016 
 
The second annual meeting to discuss helicopter noise from Merrill Field activities 
affecting Rogers Park and nearby neighborhoods was held April 14th at the meeting 
room at Alyeska Aviation.  Attendees included: 

 several Rogers Park residents  
 Assembly Chair Elvi Gray-Jackson 
 a representative of Mayor Berkowitz’ office 
 Paul Bowers- Merrill Field Manager 
 several FAA staff from the Merrill Field Tower 
 about 20 representatives from Alyeska Aviation, Tanalian Aviation and 

others associated with helicopter flights out of Merrill Field, and 
 The manager of Bryant Field on Ft. Richardson, which is the alternate runway 

utilized by the helicopter schools for touch and go landing practice 
 
Elvi Gray-Jackson chaired the meeting as a follow up to the meeting held last may to 
discuss the same issue.  Over the past couple of years, we have had a progression of 
meetings and accomplishments addressing helicopter noise that affects our 
community. 
 

 In May 2014, several residents met with Paul Bowers and Elvi Gray-Jackson 
to talk over noise problems from Merrill Field helicopter landings.  At that 
time, Merrill Field had a verbal “Fly-Friendly” program disseminating 
information about the need for those flying out of Merrill Field to do so in a 
manner so as to reduce impacts to surrounding neighborhoods.  At a result of 
this initial meeting, we asked Paul Bowers to establish written Protocols for 
flying procedures to minimize problems, which was completed by his office. 

 At the first annual meeting in May 2015, participants suggested that making 
sure that new pilots, new FAA staff and others were aware of the Helicopter 
Operations Protocol.  The change was reflected in this year’s meeting. 

 This year’s meeting was the first opportunity to meet with the aviation 
industry to ask for their cooperation to ensure that pilots and FAA staff were 
aware of and followed the Operations Protocol.  One new change as a result 
of this meeting was to place the document on the airport information 
supplement on-line so that pilots accessing airport information would have 
access to it. 

 
While there are still some instances of helicopter noise affecting Rogers Park, the 
meetings and agreements thus far have gone a long way to reduce the frequency of 
problems.  The industry representatives were very helpful and cooperative. 
 
This meeting will be continued on an annual basis as long as necessary.  Any 
helicopter noise problems should be reported to Paul Bowers, 230-8303. 


