
Spenard Community Council Minutes 
December 7, 2005 
 
Call to Order 
The Spenard Community Council began its December meeting shortly after 7 pm.  The 
Minutes from the last meeting and the Meeting Agenda were both approved as drafted. 
 
Assembly Reports 
Pamela Jennings reported on the recent Assembly actions; they approved, despite SCC 
and Planning & Zoning objections, the rezone of the Boettcher Subdivision land owned 
by Ersin Aygun.  Some amendments were passed to related to public hearing 
requirements, temporary buildings and a greater buffer zone, but, they still rezoned the 
property affectively cutting off any access for the larger parcel to Spenard Road.  A 
walking expert is in town study how to make Anchorage more pedestrian-friendly.   
 
The West/Romig renovation meeting was held recently.  Traffic studies are underway 
looking at the drop off/pick up problem, driveway location issues and mid-block 
crossings.  Hillcrest/Forest Park has been used for cut through traffic.  Pedestrian safety 
issues on Hillcrest are of concern and road narrowing with sidewalks on both sides of the 
street is being considered.  The School District website,  HYPERLINK 
"http://www.asdk12.org" www.asdk12.org will have additional information in the near 
future. 
 
Ms. Jennings also provided information about the Parks Foundation fundraiser; more 
information is available on their website,  HYPERLINK 
"http://www.anchorageparksfoundation.org" www.anchorageparksfoundation.org . T-
shirts and other items are being sold to raise money.  The encroachment issue at 
Westchester lagoon was discussed again (see previous months’ minutes related to Tennys 
Owens property and Turnagain Community Council).   
 
Sign Ordinance revisions were mentioned also.  Assemblyman Sullivan has proposed 
options of grandfathering and extending the amortization period for new signs.  Another 
idea was to include the sign rules within the city building codes.   
 
A Sales Tax Survey found that residents would be willing to pay a sales tax on goods, but 
not services.  Dan Sullivan mentioned that a public hearing will occur on January 24th on 
both the Sullivan and Coffey proposals for a sales tax.  Mr. Sullivan also spoke about 
Chris Birch’s ordinance related to Parks and eminent domain – it would preclude eminent 
domain’s use for recreational purposes.  A January 20th public hearing is planned on this 
concept.  Dan also spoke about the Assisted Living ordinance.  There continues to be lots 
of concern at the neighborhood level although little media coverage has occurred.  They 
will be considering amendments to the draft ordinance requiring conditional use permits 
or possibly limiting the number of occupants per home.  (A December 13th public hearing 
was set.) 
 
Public questions related to snow removal and poorly maintained sidewalks.   



 
APD Community Liaison Report – Officer Stanton 
Officer Stanton provided follow up on questions asked during the last meeting.  One call 
had been received related to vehicles parked in a snow removal area.  She reminded 
everyone that with Christmas approaching, watch out for counterfeit money floating 
around; also, don’t leave your Christmas shopping visible in your vehicle – this is 
common cause of break- ins.  Next year, new recruits may be used to compose a 
community relations unit.  Also, the first case based on the “Nuisance Ordinance” is in 
court. 
 
Boettcher Subdivision Update 
Tract II of the property was rezoned despite local objections.  Many members of the 
council were concerned about what could be done in response to the Assembly actions 
and what would happen to the large undeveloped tract adjoining Northwoods.   
 
 
Minnesota to Minnesota off-ramp Project Update 
The public involvement piece of the design-scoping phase kicked off at Romig 
November 17th.  Ann Brooks is the contact on this project.  The changes previously 
discussed related to Spenard Road from Minnesota to 36th are also part of this plan.  A 
third lane with bi-directional access like 36th or Fireweed is also being considered with 
the revisions. 
 
Nominations Committee formed 
Sam O’Connor is heading up the committee to seek nominations for SCC seats.  Due to 
term limits, the Chairman’s seat is open.  Other positions that interested individuals could 
seek include the Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
Committee Reports 
Planning & Zoning Report: Peggy Auth 
Peggy reported that 4003 Lois is a horrendous junk yard.  Multiple health violations and 
code violations have been identified (29 so far).  A meeting with the administration was 
recommended to push for a resolution to this issue.  Dan Sullivan suggested that he and 
Pam Jennings would be willing to also attend a meeting with the City to resolve this.  
Peggy also reported that this property has been identified as a problem since Operation 
Clean Sweep during the Mystrom Administration.  Somebody at the Health Department 
doesn’t want to deal with the health violations. 
 
Related the Boettcher Subdivision noted above, the Norene property has similar issues as 
the Aygun property.  The Green property at Aspen and Spenard is also a case of attempts 
to push B-3 zoning back into the neighborhoods.  Peggy can be reached at 248-0258 if 
anyone has questions about these issues.  Also, Rich Fern, the code enforcement officer, 
can be reached at 343-8039. 
 
Westside Patrol Report:  Sam O’Connor  
APD has additional staff out nailing drunk drivers.  A question was asked by the council 



if the SCC should be bonded when the camera is installed and operational.  An update on 
the status of the surveillance camera should be available next month.   
 
Old Business 
The By-Laws still need to be updated.  Tom McGrath made a motion that the SCC 
support the Fall/Winter Carnival with a donation of up to $250.  The Treasurer indicated 
that funds were available and the motion passed. 
 
New Business 
Joe Princiotta, the artist that did the whale in front of the Carr-Gottstein building, 
provided a summary of his concept for an “air crossroads” monument.  He described a 
‘compass in the sky’ that would be located near the Millenium Hotel.  He will come back 
at a future meeting with additional details.  Private funds are being sought to pay for the 
project. 
 
Al Swank provided information to the council about his business of creating isotopes for 
medical purposes out of his home near the Park Strip.  He provide some hand-outs and a 
number to call with questions, 272-1789. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
The next scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, January 4 at 7pm.  
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