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UACC Minutes 
University Area Community Council (UACC) 

May 7, 2014 
 

1. Opening:  Jacob Gondek called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  Jacob next had people in the room 
introduce themselves. Twenty three people were in attendance at the start of the meeting.  Eleven 
members signed in.  An additional twelve visitors signed the meeting sign in sheet and attended part or 
all of the meeting.   
 
2. Approval of minutes:  Al Mispaugh proposed two changes to the minutes.  The first was to change 
paragraph 4D line 8 "a member of the MOA Parks Committee" to read "Chairperson of the Take Back 
Our Parks Group." The second was to change paragraph 5D line 9 "parks, particularly Folker ark, are" to 
read "parks, particularly Folker Park, are". The minutes were approved with these amendments. 
 
3. Agenda:    A motion to add a discussion on recent proposed revisions to the Anchorage Wetlands 
Ordinance to the agenda, under the Informational Reports section, was made.  This passed 
unanimously.  The agenda was unanimously approved as amended. (14/0). 
 
4. Informational Reports 
 A. Reports from Public Servants  

1. Berta Gardner reported on the following 
 Status of the Point McKenzie (KABATA) bridge process 
 Status of the gas pipeline legislation 
 School funding situation and the increase in the BSA 
 Northern Access extension and lack of support for her bill de-funding the 

project 
 Muni CIP list and how the 42nd Avenue funding proposal did not make it.  

She indicated that Andy Josephson did get $400 K for transportation 
projects in our area.  

2. Andy Josephson reported actions taken during the legislative session 
 The KABATA Board is gone as a “stand-alone” board.  Now reports to the 

AKDOT. 
 The School Voucher and the proposal for a Constitution amendment the 

makeup of the Judicial Council did not move forward. 
 HB 77, giving the DNR Commissioner expanded power over development 

proposals was defeated. 
 He reported that the school funding allocation did go up, but only by 

$226, and that it is a one-time allocation.  If the funding drops back in 
future years, local contributions will go up, which means taxes will also go 
up. 

 Locally, Andy reported that the UAA Engineering building was funded.  
There was a question about whether the building could be used if the 
associated parking garage is not funded.  The legislature did not discuss 
the parking garage. He also mentioned the $400 K garnered for local 
transportation facility repair.  Also indicted that the East High Stadium 
proposal was funded at $1 M. 

3. C. Max Gruenberg reported on the Legislative Session. 



2 
 

Max reported that the defeat of the proposal of the constitutional 
amendment proposal to restructure the Judicial Council was a big win for the 
maintenance of governmental checks and balances.  There was some 
discussion about whether a more modest proposal, such as adding one 
additional lay member might not be beneficial.  Max introduced a teacher 
from College Gate Elementary School.  She described how limited funding 
affects the life of one student, and so how something as basic as not being 
able to afford a pencil can affect his opportunity to learn. She made a plea for 
better funding of schools. 
 

4. Bill Wielechowski reported on several items 
 He mentioned that there will be a major Debarr Road reconstruction 

project that could affect our area.  He also mentioned that there is $1.7 
million available for road projects, and there will be a split with other 
Community Council areas within his District. 

 
 B. Community Council Board Reports 

1. Wetland Discussion - Paul Stang introduced the topic regarding revisions to the 
Anchorage Wetlands Management Plan scheduled for action at the June 24 MOA 
Assembly meeting.   There are amendments crafted in 2012 that would revise the 
language of the 1996 Anchorage Wetland Management Plan.    

 
2. Al Milspaugh - Safety Committee.  Al held a discussion on APD’s NIXLE alert system.  Al 

indicated that one can get trusted alerts from the APD NIXLE system as they are 
available.  Al said that he receives them daily and sometime hourly depending on 
community happenings. Examples are accidents, criminal actions, and community 
alerts such as missing persons and wanted people. 

 
 C.  FCC Representative – Al Milspaugh reported on the results of the FCC meeting: 

1. The assembly is looking at whether to require liquor stores to label their liquor 
products with their store identification.  The purpose is to help identify the problem 
areas where the liquor is coming from.          

2. CIP’s are due into the MOA this month. 
3. Time is running out to get the UACC bylaws in compliance with the MOA code. 

 
5. Business 

A. Senate Districts G&M Re-pavement – Jessica Smith 
      Jessica discussed the Baxter Avenue re-paving project.  There are two parts to the project.  
With limited budget they may only be able to do the project identified in pink on the project 
map.  If additional funds are available, the portions of the project identified in blue will be 
completed.  Construction is planned for August.  Jessica indicated that if one wants to comment 
they can fill out the comment form available at the back counter, or one can go the MOA 
website and get the form there.    
 
B. U-Med Northern Access – Rachael Steer 
    Rachael distributed a May 2014 update on the Northern Access.  She indicated the straight 
(Orange route) was selected as the project alignment.   The current project planning is at the 
20% level.  They are working on the detailed design.  The road will be two lanes, with bike lanes 
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on either side.  Three roundabouts are planned.  Posted speed will be 30 mph.  There will be a 
10 foot multi use trial on the west side and a 6 foot sidewalk on the east.  The three trails in the 
area will cross the access road via bridge.  The ingress/egress to AK media property is 
undetermined at this time.  Wetland determinations will be completed next month.  The $20 
million will cover all the costs of the project.    
 
C. UMED District Plan Update – Kristine Bunnell 

        There is a monthly steering committee meeting discussing the update.  Jacob and Paul are on 
the Steering Committee.  There is a $250 “Tiger” grant for transportation planning for the area.  
Some of the things that may be looked into are Satellite Parking and trails in the area.  The 
Northern Access development will need to be incorporated into the area plan.  Two major issues 
are trails and the inadequate parking in the University Lake and Goose Lake parks.  The 
Downtown Partnership concept was considered along with Parking Authority to provide 
enforcement.  This was rejected as not practicable for the UMED area.  The next meeting is May 
22.  The update progress is posted at UMEDPlan@wordpress.com.  
 
D. Riviera Terrace Mobile Home Park Redevelopment – Cameron Johnson 
     Cameron discussed the planned redevelopment of the trailer park.  There are currently 107 
trailers on the 30 acre parcel.  The developers are requesting a zoning change from RF2 to RF3. 
The development would be in 4 phases. The first phase of would construct about 100 rental 
units, townhouses and flats for seniors, on the northern segment of the park.  There are 23 
trailers on this parcel of 7 to 8 acres.  The planned construction date for this phase is 2016 for 
breaking ground and 2017 for completion.  The plan relocation for the trailer tenants would be 
to provide one of three options.  One would to provide a financial assistance to find other 
habitation.  This option would provide for one year’s rent, (approx. $5,100).  Second option 
would be for the developers to provide trailer move assistance to another area.  The third 
option would be to move the trailers to one of the unoccupied lots in the southern section of 
the trailer park.  Phase two of the project is about 4 to 5 years out.  Phase three would be 5 to 8 
years out.  The final phase would be 8 to 12 years out.  At the end of the final phase the parcel 
would be fully developed, with no more trailers in the area.  Next month the developers will 
work with residents to assess which trailers are capable of being moved.   Major issues within 
the area are set back requirements along Chester Creek, which bisects the area.  Road crossing 
on the Creek are another problem.  The developer’s indicated they had money for the phase 
one development, but may look toward the city for assistance through community development 
grants.   
  
E. MOA CIP Projects 
  Jacob distributed the 2015 CIP list and opened up discussion of the topic. Little time 
was available for discussion of individual projects.  He indicated that the priority list is due the 
middle of May.  Jacob indicated that the 42nd project is still priority one.  Development of a 
management plan for the University Lake Dog Park was discussed as a potential project.  Jacob 
requested that those interested in the CIP list should send him a rank order list of CIP projects 
by May 15th.     
 
F. UACC Resolutions  

a. MOAA Animal Care & Control Center (ACCC) Enforcement Staff Increase Request 
Resolution 
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   The proposed resolution was presented (Enclosure 1).  The resolution requested an 
additional 10 enforcement officers.  There was considerable discussion on the 
appropriate number of additional officers given the current city budgets.  There was also 
concern whether additional city employees might better go to other departments, such 
as the police department.  No consensus was reached on these questions.  There was a 
motion to table the resolution.  This motion was passed 8 for 2 opposed.  
  
b. UACC Parks Resolution 
Al Mispaugh led discussion on the proposed resolution (Enclosure 2).  Al indicated the 
four parks [Castle Heights (R2A), Folker Park (R2A), Goose Lake Park (PLI), and University 
Lake Park (PLI)] are dedicated in MOA parks by ordinance but have improper zone 
designation.  The resolution resolves that the existing MOA designation be changed to 
Dedicated-PR to protect their long term value for park or recreational purposes.  
Ensuing discussion led to agreement that the parks need to have this designation to 
assure their long term protection which is vital to neighborhood needs.  A motion was 
made to approve the resolution.  The motion was approved by the Community Council 
by a vote of 8 for with two abstentions.  

 
6. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at approximately 9:00 PM.  The 
next meeting will be held on June 4th at 7 PM at the University Baptist Church.   
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Enclosure 1 
 

UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL - RESOLUTION 

A Resolution of the University Area Community Council (UACC) requesting an increase of the MOA 
Animal Care & Control Center (AACCC) Enforcement Staff to their required numbers. 

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Municipal Charter Art. VIII, Sec 8.01 establishes Community Councils as 
representatives for neighborhoods;  
 
WHEREAS, Community Councils are intended to reflect actual neighborhoods; and 
  
WHEREAS, animals are a significant aspect of the Municipality of Anchorage and have an impact on the 
quality of life for those living here; and 
 
WHEREAS, MOA residents and their pets have been confronted, and in some cases attacked, by 

unleashed dogs while walking, biking, skiing, running, and skating on the MOA authorized trails 
surrounding and within University Lake Park, including the unleashed area;  
 
WHEREAS, the National Animal Control Association  (NACA) independently found in 1996 that,  based on 
the Municipality's service area and the number of calls for service, the MOA needed approximately 
seventeen enforcement officers; which is almost 3 (three) times the current number of 6 ½ (six and one-
half) enforcement officers now available to the Municipality; 
 
WHEREAS, over 75% of the citizens polled (National Animal Control Association ((NACA)) statistics) on 
this subject support increasing the number of enforcement staff for ACCC; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 1.1 of the Strategic Plan for AACCC calls for increasing the number of enforcement 
staff for the MOA;  
 
WHEREAS, the Strategic Plan for AACCC was transmitted to the Mayor and Assembly eight years ago and 
accepted by them;  but the number of enforcement officers available for ACCC has decreased by 0.5 FTE;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, UACC HEREBY RESOLVES: 
 
THAT, the funding for the Animal Care and Control Center contract be increased in an amount sufficient 
to fund and equip at least ten additional enforcement officers; and 
 
THAT, such increased funding should be included in the MOA Operating Budget for 2014. 
 
Resolution Vote:  For______  Against:______  Abstain:______  
 
This resolution was approved by the University Area Community Council on this day of May 7, 2014.  
 
_____________________________________ 
Jacob Gondek, President, UACC         
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Enclosure 2 
 

UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL - RESOLUTION 

A Resolution of the University Area Community Council (UACC) 
recognizing our 4 (four)  parks as dedicated (PR) MOA  Parks. 

WHEREAS the Anchorage Municipal Charter Art. VIII, Sec 8.01 establishes Community Councils as 
representatives for neighborhoods in planning and development; and 
 
WHEREAS the Anchorage Municipal Code Chap 25.10.080 B establishes MOA Parks; and 
 
WHEREAS Community Councils are intended to reflect actual neighborhoods; and 
 
WHEREAS the exiting MOA Parks currently in the UACC are Castle Heights Park (4913 Vance Drive – R-
2A), Folker Park (2701 East 42nd Ave – R-2A), Goose Lake Park – PLI), and University Lake Park - PLI) ; 
and  
 
WHEREAS the UACC is in agreement that all of our parks should be designated as DEDICATED-PR; and   
 
WHEREAS the MOA Assembly, by ordinance, may dedicate specifically described properties for 
permanent purposes or long-term park or recreational purposes under the meaning of Charter section 
10.02(8). Following October 16, 1979, no municipal lands may be formally dedicated to permanent or 
long-term public park or recreational use except as provided by ordinance.; and  
  
WHEREAS once DEDICATED-PR by ordinance, the MOA Mayor may not change the purpose without a 
vote of the MOA Assembly; and  
 
WHEREAS the MOA Assembly, with recommendations by the Planning and Zoning and the Parks and 
Recreational Commissions, may, by ordinance, change the use to another municipal purpose (AMC 
25.10.080 C); and 
 
WHEREAS the main advantage of DEDICATION-PR is that the public will be aware and know of any 
proposed change of use of a DEDICATED park and be able to participate in a public process; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE the UACC hereby resolves:  
 
THAT our 4 (four) parks: Castle Heights, Folker, Goose Lake, and University Lake be designated as MOA 
DEDICATED-PR parks.  
 
Resolution Vote:  For_8____  Against:______  Abstain:__2___ 
 
This resolution was approved by the University Area Community Council on this day of  May 7, 2014.  
 
_/s/ Jacob Gondek____________________________________ 
Jacob Gondek, President, UACC         


