
UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting, June 1, 2005 
 
Vice-President Jena Fowler called the meeting to order at 7:00p. The following guests 
were introduced, Sgt. Cindy Stanton from Anchorage Police Dept., Vanessa Salinas from 
Representative Bettye Davis’ office, Jean Hellenthal a representative from Assemblyman 
Ken Stout and a representative from Paul Bauer’s office.  
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the May meeting was made by Terrie MacDonald 
and seconded by Susan Klein the motion passed, but the minutes were corrected later in 
the meeting. Terrie MacDonald and Don Hadley seconded approval of the April minutes. 
They were passed. 
 
Sgt. Cindy Stanton, of APD, liaison officer for community councils didn’t have anything 
to report but asked members if they had any questions or concerns. Concerns aired about 
children riding motorized scooters on the roads. Sgt. Stanton suggested calling police 
dispatch or talking with the parents. 
 
Sgt. Stanton also clarified that all traffic, seat belt police patrols are funded by state and 
federal grants. There was also a question about fining people who still have their studs 
on. The fee is $30/tire plus a $10.00 service fee so people take their chances at getting 
caught since there is no concerted effort to catch them due to funding.  
 
President Craig Valentine took over as moderator after Sgt. Stanton left. 
 
BUSINESS: 
 
Phil Steyer from Chugach Electric gave a presentation on the upgrade of transmissions 
lines from Wesleyan to Patterson. This will give Chugach Electric more reliability in 
their system and will link the substation on Patterson with the Alaska Power Authority 
substation west of Wesleyan.  Construction should start in September 2005 and be 
completed in the summer of 2006. The lines will be along Northern Lights Blvd using 
existing above round easements. He had drawings of what the roadway will look like 
upon completion. The municipal ordinance currently does not require underground lines. 
In addition, underground lines would require a 30-foot strip.  
 
Bob O’Neill, construction manager and Howard Levine from Venture Development 
Group gave a presentation for a new building within the UMed district. This building is 
proposed for Mental Health Land Trust (MHLT) land on Lake Otis north of 42nd St. The 
MHLT will lease the land to the Venture Capital group for 70 years. The Venture capital 
group will develop the land and lease offices within the building. This will be a three-
story medical office building. The property has been rezoned from PL1 to B3SL. An 
orthopedic group has already signed for the top floor and the bottom floor will most 
likely house a physical therapy group. As part of this process Laurel Street will be 
extended and in the future 40th Street will be tied in and signalized on Lake Otis. In 
addition, the property will have a storefront appeal along Lake Otis, higher level 



landscaping than required in Title 21 and included pedestrian connectivity between the 
new building and the new Renal Care Center building to the east. Floor 1 will have one 
tenant, Floor 2 had not signed at the time of the meeting, Floor 3 will have one to two 
tenants. The sidewalks will be heated and there will be entrances from both the parking 
lot and the street.  
 
Council members questioned how people arriving and departing by bus and let off on the 
west side of Lake Otis would get across the street since this building will be in the middle 
of the block. The State owns part of Lake Otis Pkwy. At this time there is no good way to 
cross the street without walking to 36th and back.  
 
A motion to support the proposed project was made and seconded. The UACC approved 
the Venture Development Group’s project as proposed in the presentation, which will go 
to Planning and Zoning for site plan approval. 
 
Ed O’Neill sent out an email suggesting a tent city for homeless for Anchorage and was 
going to present at the meeting. A motion was made and seconded to table this discussion 
until he can present it. The members present voted to wait for his presentation. 
 
Craig Valentine proposed requesting the Municipality study the feasibility to provide a 
sidewalk along the length of Wesleyan and Checkmate drives for the use of College Gate 
students during the winter and others in the summer. Those members present voted to ask 
the Municipality to investigate this.  
 
There was also a discussion of a survey the Rogers Park CC did about issues the 
members are concerned about. 
 
Vanessa Salinas from Representative Bettye Davis’ office presented a list of state monies 
that will benefit the UACC.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
Submitted by Susan Klein 
Member-at-large and Secretary ProTem 
 
 


