
Russian Jack Park Community Council October 12, 2005, Meeting Minutes 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm. 
 
Anchorage Fire Dept – Station 3, B shift – Capt Kevin Keene & Capt Jerome Jury 

- CO detectors.  If your furnace has been shutdown all summer, then starting your 
furnace may result in CO alarms until all of the accumulated dust is burned off.   

- To ensure that CO does not form from incomplete combustion, do NOT block the 
air intake opening to the outside.  This is the major cause of CO poisoning.  New 
homes are at greater risk because they are sealed to prevent air leaks. 

- If your detector is beeping, then the backup battery is weak.  This is true even if 
your detector is hard-wired or plugged into an outlet. 

- New home construction in Mountain View has greatly reduced the number of fire 
suppression calls to Mountain View (replacing the old ramshackle places). 

- All fire fighters are trained for basic medical response and each engine company 
has at least one paramedic, in addition to the EMTs with the ambulance. 

- Station 3 is available anytime for anyone to drop in, visit and talk. 
 
Anchorage Police Department – Sgt Cindi Stanton 

- Correction to last month’s minutes.  The Crime Intervention Unit is morphing into 
the Vice unit, which has lost some resources to investigating the gangs.  The 
Sexual Assault Unit (formally named the Special Victims Unit) is continuing with 
8 detectives to investigate assaults that have happened. 

- If you have a non-emergency report to make to the police, call the dispatcher at 
786-8900 x 0 (bypasses the welcome message).  It is important to get a case 
number to ensure that the information can become part of the intelligence file. 

 
Mayor’s Office – Leslie Ridle  

– Renaming Russian Jack Chalet to the Lidia Selkregg Chalet 
– Before the Assembly on October 25th for the public hearing 
– Committee was appointed to honor her.  They came up with naming it the Dr. 

Lidia Selkregg Chalet 
?  The road into the park is already named Lidia Selkregg Drive. 

It was pointed out that the plan for the park has the entrance moving to Pine Street, so 
that the name of the present road into the park would not be noticeable to the public. 

-   Assembly is considering an ordinance that would limit to only once naming a 
public feature after an individual.  It would not apply retroactively. 
 -   A complaint was made about naming things after living individuals.  She died 
6 years ago. 

-   Another opined that she was very important in determining the geology of the 
area (besides her work on the parks). 
 
Motion passed 10 – 4 (moved by Mike Gutierrez and seconded by Sheila Howe). 
Russian Jack Community Council moves that the Russian Jack Park Chalet be named the 
Dr. Lidia Selkregg Chalet. 
 



Legislature  – Max Gruenberg 
- Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission has a logo competition – needs 

submittals. 
- Legislative committees will be reviewing the state disaster preparedness plan with 

the Department of Military & Veterans’ Affairs. 
- $ 6 million has been appropriated for the gang crime prevention.  The money will 

be funneled through the Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, and the 
school districts. 

- Examining whether there should be a gaming commission. 
 
Sharon Cissna 

- The bush communities are failing economically (10 already, with 17 more at 
severe risk).  This results in a large number of the residents migrating to 
Anchorage, where some become part of the homeless population.  We need to 
examine how we will deal with this problem. 

- U/Med Neighborhood Meeting – October 22nd, 10 am to 2:30 pm at the East High 
School Commons.  The agenda will include U/Med land use plans, transportation 
plans, and discussions on sustaining the quality of life and economic prosperity. 

 
Gretchen Guess 
 Gretchen had to leave early because she was not feeling well.  Kathleen stated 
that Gretchen would continue to work on the Glenn Highway project to see it to fruition. 
 
Assembly – Ken Stout 

- Fantasies’ Club was given its conditional use permit, subject to no viewing from 
outside the club and a 4 foot separation on personal dances. 

- Taxi fares were raised to cover higher fuel costs, etc. 
- Service recognition pay action was postponed.  The mayor wants to abrogate a 

negotiated contract by legislative fiat (by the Assembly). 
 
Long Range Transportation Plan – Jon Spring 

- Proposed projects include: 
 Glenn to Seward Highways connection – completed 2015 to 2020.  This will also 
reduce carbon monoxide and sulfur emissions as cars spend less time idling.  No 
reductions in particulates is expected as 70% of these come from trucks and the 
sanding of streets and parking lots. 
 Bragaw Interchange – with state money design is proceeding.  The Bragaw 
Overpass will be more pedestrian friendly than the present bridge. 
 Merrill Field Bypass – connect Lake Otis to the Glenn by going around Alaska 
Regional Hospital.  This is conditional on getting the right-of-way. 
 
- LRTP promotes alternative commute modes – buses, van pools, flex time.  15 

minute service is the breakpoint for attracting premium ridership (middle class 
commuters).  Seven routes are recommended for expanded service, but this will 
require a 50% rise in funding. 



- Not on the LRTP is increasing Northern Lights Blvd to six lanes.  This will not be 
necessary if the Glenn-Seward connection is built. 

- The Assembly is proposing an extension of Bragaw Street through the University 
area.  Another access from the north (Russian Jack) is needed as UAA Drive is 
overloaded at 12,000 trips per day, and this is expected to rise to 18,000 trips per 
day by 2020.  Concerns were raised about the increase in commuter traffic on 
Bragaw, which is not designed to be a major arterial like the Boniface Parkway. 

 
Motion passed 16 – 0 (moved by Sheila Howe and seconded by Tim Sullivan). 
Russian Jack Community Council unanimously opposes any extension of Bragaw Street 
through the University District until such time as a comprehensive examination of how to 
protect pedestrians (especially school children), along with plans to mitigate the traffic 
impact on adjoining neighborhoods to the north, is completed. 
 
Malaspina – Glacier Terrace Trailer Court Management – Sam O’Connor 

- This is a high crime area, but the situation is improving. 
- The organization has donated space at 1569 Bragaw for the Weed & Seed 

program and for an APD substation. 
- Providing money to the community patrol for reimbursing gas expenditures. 

 
Weed & Seed – Tim Sullivan 
Lottie Michael (owner of Malaspina – Glacier Terrace Management) wants to improve 
this community, and is contributing significant support to make it happen. 
 
Community Patrol – Fred Thomas 
Six new members have signed on, buying more vehicle signs and radios. 
 
Federation of Community Councils – Ed Leach 

- The new FCC web site will be up next month. 
- The Alaska Moose Federation spoke about the dangers that the high moose 

population poses, especially to schools on the Hillside.  The AMF wants to trap 
200 moose each year (for release into the Interior) to keep the population around 
1000 in the Anchorage bowl.  In perspective, about 250 moose are killed each 
year in Anchorage by traffic collisions.  Historically, moose populations were 
around 600 until the forests were cleared for home developments.  Now there are 
1200 to 1600 moose in Anchorage. 

 
Williwaw / Wonder Park Elementary School Boundaries 
Maps were passed out showing that students residing one block from Williwaw 
Elementary School have to attend Wonder Park Elementary School (fifteen blocks away). 
 
Next Meeting – November 10, 2005, at Williwaw Elementary School. 
 
Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm. 
  
 


