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MEETING MINUTES 
November 17, 2005 

 
The meeting opened at 7:10 p.m. with Stephanie Kesler presiding. Introductions were 
made by all those in attendance. 
 
President Stephanie dedicated the meeting in memory of Stuart Hall, a long-time member 
of the neighborhood and an ardent supporter of the community council. Representative 
Les Gara spoke of his admiration of Stu and the work he had done as a community 
activist. Les will introduce a memorial resolution in honor of Stu when the legislators 
convene in January.  Senator Johnny Ellis recalled when he was first elected to serve this 
district; Stu gave him a grand tour of the neighborhood and a thorough historical 
background. Cindi Stanton of the Anchorage Police Department called Stu the “voice of 
the neighborhood” and said she heard from him frequently on neighborhood issues. Mike 
Adams of Chevron and Stephen Saunders of Inlet Petroleum talked about the work Stu 
did as part of his position on the Upper Cook Inlet Area Maritime Security Committee.  
Mr. Saunders asked the Council to name a replacement on this committee. 
 
Certificate of Appreciation – Diane Miller presented a Certificate of Appreciation to 
President Stephanie Kesler on behalf of the Municipality, the Federal of Community 
Councils, and the Government Hill neighborhood for all the work Stephanie has done for 
our community.  Her efforts are much appreciated. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes – Minutes from the October 20th meeting were approved as 
distributed. 
 
Legislative/Assembly Report – Assemblyman Allan Tesche discussed Ordinance 2005-
108 which he has sponsored and which will be open for public comments at the 
December 13th Assembly meeting.  This ordinance addresses replacing ML&P Unit 3, 
Plant 1, with a newer technology called combined cycle technology. Using this new 
technology will require that this peaking facility operate round-the-clock.  Concerns were 
raised about an increase in air pollution in the Ship Creek Basin and the fact that 
reopening this power plant is not compatible with the redevelopment of the surrounding 
area. Ken Lankford, a power manager at ML&P voiced his concerns about this proposal 
and why the assembly was involved. 
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Parks Update – Doe Anderson and Nancy Beasley did a power point presentation on area 
parks showing “before” and “after” photos.  The Parks Department has done a lot of 
hedge trimming, painting benches, etc, to improve the appearance and the safety of our 
parks.  Howard and Mavis Hancock took the parks personnel on a tour of the parks in our 
neighborhood explaining the primary users of them and how they could be improved. 
They viewed Harvard Park, Browns Pt, Al Miller, Suzanne Nightingale, Sunset and 
Alderwood. Doe praised the Hancocks for the wonderful job they have done in 
coordinating work parties to work in our parks.  She also has asked them to serve on the 
Northwest Parks Division. 
 
A motion was made and approved for a memorial in honor of Stu Hall.  It was suggested 
that something placed in Browns Point would be appropriate.  Doe said a new catalog 
would be coming out shortly with ideas for a memorial and she suggested we look 
through it. 
 
Nominating Committee – President Stephanie appointed Mavis Hancock and Diane 
Miller to serve on this committee and present a slate of candidates at the December 
meeting.  Elections will take place at the January meeting. 
 
Knik Arm Crossing Report - Bob French updated the group on the progress of this 
committee.  He said since Congress has removed the earmarks from the transportation 
funding bill, the State will hopefully now have the opportunity to set the priorities on 
which projects to fund.  We believe that the EIS process should stop until the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program decision making process is completed.  He 
commented that we don't know exactly where we are in the EIS process; Government 
Hill has been specifically excluded from stakeholder meetings. 
 
EIS Update from FHWA - Edrie Vinson, project manager for the FHWA, reviewed the 
EIS process.  She said she had completed her second review, including a closer look at 
some of the alternates.   Ms. Vinson said that "having reviewed it all, I still found that our 
decisions in terms of what was reasonable to be carried forward, were valid and that what 
routes we decided to leave out were also valid".  They particularly looked again at the 
West Bluff and Elmendorf Variants, since we had requested it.  They have a "Scoping 
Summary Report" that has been completed, reviewed by Washington and released.  This 
is a record of the scoping process, not a record of decision, which comes at the end of the 
process.  CD's were passed out, hard copies will be available soon. 
 
Edrie gave a PowerPoint presentation that summarized why they had made the decisions 
they made.  The Scoping process was expanded to include non-bridge alternatives, as 
well as routes that crossed Elmendorf.  The scoping process also changed the bridge 
alternatives, and the latest, southern alignment was chosen because it had less impacts on  
Belugas, salmon fry, other sealife, as well as less impact on the Military mission. 
 
Traffic models indicate the A/C Couplet will be at capacity by 2021.  Ingra/Gambell does 
not have sufficient capacity unless the Highway to Highway connection is completed.  
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Therefore they have a 2 phase plan, when the Ingra/Gambell extension is added, the 
design life will be extended to 2030.  They believe that eventually 2/3 of the traffic will 
go to Ingra/Gambell, and about 1/3 down A/C Couplet. 
 
The "Non Bridge Alternative" FHWA originally had decided that it did not meet the 
Purpose & Need statement.  They went back and looked at it again, felt that it was too 
close to the "No Build" alternative, and asked that a revised report be done that meets the 
same traffic objectives without a bridge, more closely following the proposal from the 
"NGO's" .  They don't know when that report will be done.  It is being treated separately 
from the main EIS for the Bridge. 
 
As for designing a route through military land, Edrie said their greatest concern was not 
having an impact on the military mission.  She said it was pretty obvious that they could 
not avoid all the potential impacts.  The Military routes were also longer, and not as 
efficient as the routes that bisect Government Hill, causing extra cost in both gas, wear & 
tear and pollution.   Edrie commended the Military for their directive, "to figure out how 
to make it happen", not just why it couldn't or shouldn't happen on military land.   The 
military relocation or mitigation costs were quite high, and Edrie referred us to the 
spreadsheets in the PowerPoint handout.  The yellow route to Boniface affected both the 
Military's options for runway expansion, as well as affecting base housing. 
 
The West Bluff Variant through the Port of Anchorage and around Brown's Point, below 
Government Hill was also considered, but it would have meant building an elevated 
roadway over the fuel tank farm, and still had the problems of connecting to A/C 
Couplet, with a very costly raised viaduct over the railyard to Ingra/Gambell.   Edrie 
stated that the tank farm was "ideally situated", and they couldn't find anyplace to 
relocate any tanks, an opinion not shared by residents of the GHCC. 
 
They looked at 3 different ways to route the Elmendorf Variant.  One would impact the 
ATT/Alascom building, one would impact the school, and one would impact the military 
gate.  Edrie said that all of them would have much more impact on housing, both on 
Elmendorf and on Government Hill than the other variants.  Edrie said that they 
envisioned the Elmendorf Variant as a surface road, because the landform does not lend 
itself to a cut & cover tunnel. 
 
Edrie would like to come back to explain the details of the Erickson & Degan  variants 
,probably by the middle of December, at our next GHCC meeting. 
 
Edrie asked us to take a look at the Scoping Summary Report and to let her know if there 
are reasonable alternatives that she has missed as soon as possible.  They need to have the 
comments within 30 days. 
 
KABATA wants to send the Draft EIS to the Governor by December 15th; however, 
FHWA doesn't have a specific timetable and will send it when it has been reviewed and 
is ready.  There will then be another opportunity for public comments.  Edrie remarked 
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that the EIS is going forward even with the earmarks gone.  Edrie said that the bridge has 
been considered a #1 priority by the Governor.  It will now be up to the Legislature to 
weigh the bridge project against other state transportation projects. 
 
Edrie has talked to the Context Sensitive Design Team and they are willing to come to 
Anchorage on December 13, 14, and 15th to discuss mitigation plans.  Edrie stressed the 
importance of this process and urged everyone to come up with ways to mitigate effects 
on the neighborhood, and that she understood that our participation does not mean "that 
we are rolling over", but that we are protecting ourselves. 
 
Residents expressed concern about whether or not Edrie looked at any new data in the 
past 30 days, or if they just looked at previous data.  Edrie said that they worked hard 
trying to find lines on a map that doesn't have the same impacts, but didn't find anything. 
 
Edrie was questioned about Government Hill not being included in planning meetings, 
and reminded that we asked to be involved in Stakeholder Meetings, so that we could 
share our creative brainpower, and discuss and understand the reasons why all of the 
routes except 2 were deleted.  "We feel sandbagged".  Decisions like saying that the fuel 
tanks could not be moved, fly in the face of previous replacement of tanks.  We believe 
there are places where the tanks can be moved.  We have only received reports, been 
briefed, been informed, but have not been able to meaningfully participate in what we 
thought would be the public process.  Ms. Vinson said she had tried to facilitate the 
meetings with neighborhood residents and other Stakeholders in November, but she said 
"I couldn't make it happen.  I failed you". 
 
Representative Gara questioned the Ingra/Gambell cost estimate and asked if the cost was 
included in the entire project.  He also asked how much time was spent in looking at 
alternative routes.  When asked how he thought the legislators might vote on spending 
the money for the bridge, he said he thought the vote would go along regional lines rather 
than party lines. 
 
KABATA Update - Dale Paulson with KABATA spoke briefly and answered questions 
from the group.  Assemblyman Tesche asked about the funding and Mr. Paulson said it 
would be one-third federal money, one-third bond money and one-third toll money. He 
does not know how the removal of the earmarks will affect the project.  He said the 
project is moving forward at this point. 
 
Joel Neimeyer asked about the possibility of Government Hill residents meeting with 
KABATA personnel in their offices within the next 30 days to review the process so far. 
Mr. Paulson said this definitely could be accommodated. He also indicated a visit to HDR 
offices could be arranged. 
 
Assemblyman Tesche asked whether a financial plan was done.  Dale indicated that they 
were still anticipating a 3 way split, between Federal funds, state funds, and bonds funded 
by Tolls.  The financial plan will be further worked out as the project moved forward. 
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Mavis Hancock asked about earthquake vulnerability and Mr. Paulson assured her 
seismic safe designs would be done. 
 
When asked about the possibility of adding more lanes in the future, Mr. Paulson said the 
sub-structure would be sufficient for additional lanes.  The life span for the two lanes is 
estimated to be 2030.  (I thought it was 1 lane each way, with a switchable middle lane, ie 
a 3 lane bridge). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10 p.m. 
 
 
Diane Miller 
Co-Secretary-Treasurer 


