
Spenard Community Council Minutes 
October 5, 2005 
 
Call to Order 
The Spenard Community Council began its October meeting shortly after 7 pm.  No 
legislative teleconference was planned this month.  The Minutes from the last meeting 
and the Meeting Agenda were both approved as drafted. 
 
Assembly Reports 
Pamela Jennings and Dan Sullivan provided the Assembly report for this month.  Ms. 
Jennings discussed the Assembly’s work on the budget, the Long Range Transportation 
Plan, Parks, the large domestic animal ordinance and the assisted living ordinance.  Ms. 
Jennings mentioned that Chairman Auth had testified last month at the hearings on the 
LRTP.  During the last two months the SCC has expressed concerns about the LRTP, 
specifically the Harding & Tudor Road/Van Buren issue.  As follow up, Ms. Jennings 
stated that $1.8 million was originally bonded for this project; studies were completed 
with a portion of this funding to address alternative designs that would lessen truck traffic 
near the Spenard Rec. Center and through the neighborhoods.  All of the options that 
were identified exceeded the available funding to complete.  Additional parking near the 
soccer field became part of the study in addition to the traffic rerouting.  It does appear 
that this scope change lead to the higher cost.  Dan Sullivan was involved in the 
reallocating of funds to other projects as part of other municipal committee work.  
Pamela also indicating that the Assembly’s budget work is partly focusing on added 
additional public safety posit ions. 
 
Dan Sullivan reported that the draft budget amount is up from $332 million to $362 
million.  Benefits costs make up a large part of the increase.  He also indicated that 
additional costs include more public safety positions, but debate will occur over the 
staffing levels that he will support.  Hearings are coming up on the two Sales Tax 
proposals (from Coffey and Sullivan).  Coffey has proposed a 25% reduction in property 
tax funded by a 3% sales tax.  Sullivan has proposed a 4% Sales Tax that could save $180 
million in property tax.  A 60% threshold is required to approved a sales tax. 
 
Pamela and Dan continued with their reports; Meth.-amphetamine issue has turned into a 
proposed ordinance for a future meeting.  Certain limitations on the purchase of the 
component OTC’s may be discussed.  A skate board park is planned for Mulcahy Park.  
A recommendation was made from the audience that Parks & Rec. come to the SCC and 
explain their plans.  There was a unanimous approval of a new liquor store, the 
Beartooth/Brown Jug location at Spenard & Northern Lights.  Penny’s has committed to 
picking up trash along their fence line on Arctic Blvd. next to AWWU.  Another request 
was made to consider blocking 31st Avenue because of the drug and prostitution traffic.  
Dan Sullivan indicated that he would provide the SCC with a detailed budget briefing at 
the November meeting. 
 
Several audience members asked questions about the Harding Drive funds.  Dan said that 
it was an internal decision to reallocate the funds.  He also said that the Harding Drive 



project should be added back into the LRTP, and he will work on it and ask that 
alternatives be considered like a “driveway option” for the trucks.  The parking lot is 
what made the project cost too much. Rich Fern commented that there may be a citable 
offense if city property is being used to park private trucks.  He would look into the 
zoning issue. 
 
Airport Update 
Shane Sorano, the Watershed Manager, provided a report on vegetation issues.  The 
vegetation is clearing up at Lakes Spenard and Hood as part of the water body recovery 
plan instituted by the Airport.  Species are returning to these lakes with the partial success 
so far of their plan. 
 
APD Community Liaison Report – Officer Stanton 
Officer Stanton indicated that she would also look into the parking issued raised in 
relation to the trucks based at the warehouses next to the Rec. Center.  The biggest issue 
seems to be related to Fast Forward Freight. Minnesota Park is having problems with 
juveniles, drugs and drinking.  The Westside Patrol is planning to step up patrols in the 
area, as will APD.  Gangs are still an issue at the Dimond Center.  The Mall owners have 
increased security so APD is not planning to base a unit there at this time.  Vehicle break-
ins are increasing. 
 
Public Meeting coming up 
Ann Brooks announced meetings planned for October 10th and 17th regarding the Spenard 
Road from Minnesota to the Minnesota on ramp Project.  Bilingual fliers 
(English/Korean) will be distributed along the business corridor in this area.  Bright 
yellow post cards will also be distributed announcing the meeting.  The goal is to 
improve safety and pedestrian access in the corridor.  A Citizen’s Advisory Committee is 
being formed also.  Ann will provide more information at the November meeting of the 
SCC. 
 
Northwood Drive Update 
Northwood Drive project is going to bid; with a planned start next year.  The project is 
still planned to occur over two construction seasons. 
 
Liquor License Renewal 
There haven’t been any objections so far in the process.  Pam Jennings discussed the 
problem of duplicate licenses attributed to single facilities.  The amended licenses are tied 
to “conditional use” permits as the facilities change.  Pam will look into the issue some 
more and report back to the SCC. 
 
Committee Reports 
Planning & Zoning Report: Peggy Auth 
Deferred… 
 
Westside Patrol Report:  Sam O’Connor  
If you see public inebriates, and don’t want to deal with them, please call the police.  



Light up the perimeter of your home and yard as it gets colder and darker.  This should 
help in keeping you safe. 
 
Parks & Rec.: Doe Anderson 
She reported that they are working on moving the skate ramps to the other side of the 
Spenard Rec. Center.  They are also looking for nominations to serve on the Northwest 
Parks Council. 
 
Old and New Business 
Tom McGrath and Sam O’Connor gave a brief update on the surveillance camera.  The 
Chairman reminded everyone about the project and that the SCC still has approved up to 
$5,000 to support its installation and operation.  There was a discussion about the “Boot 
Camp” fundraising by the Fire Dept.  Some members were concerned about safety/risk 
issues and why other groups can’t also be permitted to fund raise this way. Alan 
Thornhill mentioned the loud, overnight parties that were going on at the Rec. Center this 
past summer.  Doe Anderson let us know that the rules have changed, parties used to be 
permited until 4 am and are now only allowed until 1 am.  In January, there may even be 
an earlier time established for the use of the Rec. Center. 
 
The meeting adjourned just before 8:30 pm. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
The next scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, November 2 at 7pm. 
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