
Government Hill Community Council  
Meeting Minutes 11/18/10 

 
Call to order:  at 7:10 PM   
 
October Minutes:  Thomas Pease moved to approve minutes, Chris Wolpert seconded, unanimously 
approved as written.   
 
Assembly Update:  Mr. Flynn is out-of-town.  Budget discussions are ongoing through early December.   
     President French explained that the FCC is tasked with facilitating community issues that serve and 
benefit all community councils (CC) and that all CC presidents are being asked to sign a FCC resolution 
to request that the assembly fully fund the FCC.  The Mayors budget proposal reduced the FCC 
operating budget to $38,000 from $98,000 and puts the FCC at risk of being able to function.  Mr. Pease 
moved to approve that President French sign the FCC’s resolution on behalf of the GHCC.  Mr. Wolpert 
seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved.   
 
Legislative Update:  Senator Johnny Ellis: Reports legislature to convene on January 18, 2011.  Senator 
Ellis will Chair the Senate Rules Committee.  He explained that he had worked for a number of years on 
the inebriate issue and that he and Mayor Sullivan worked to bring a detox facility to Point Woronzoff.  
However, monies are needed to bring back these services and he promised to be a voice for common 
sense on the need for treatment programs.        
                                 House Representative Les Gara:  Reports being on the House Finance Committee.  
He continues to work on foster care reform and stated that there is money in the budget for mentors 
coming out of youth care.  He fielded questions on the gas line and briefly discussed the need to 
determine whether a small diameter line ($2/MCF) vs. a subsidy on a large scale line would benefit the 
state based on greater monetary returns. Both Senator Ellis and Rep Gara support alternative energy.  
 
FCC Delegate Brit Szymoniak reported on two main issues 1) the need to call Assembly Reps in support 
of a budget increase to fully fund the FCC and 2) December 7th is the last public hearing date to testify 
before the assembly on any budget item.  
 
Tesoro Liquor Store (TLS) Conditional Use Permit (CUP):  Tesoro Northstore Regional Manager, 
James Sturley, has proposed a liquor license transfer to the vacant space within the GH Tesoro station.  
President French introduced the GHCC Tesoro CUP Resolution.  The restrictions are similar to 
Downtown.  Discussion brought forth concerns on: whether GH needs another liquor store; flashing 
neon signs, fortified wine; price wars; & hours of operation.  Also, it was duly noted that we already 
have a public inebriate problem and an additional package store will only attract more inebriates.   
     Mr. Sturley assured the CC that he is not looking to compete on price but rather to be consistent 
throughout and to provide a service for those who do not want to drive to town.  President French stated 
that we will want the same conditions for another package store on GH, “The Liquor Store”, which is up 
for renewal in 2011.    
     One resident noted that Tesoro was not just another store but a responsible & cooperative store that is 
willing to abide by our conditions and screen customers.  Mr. Sturley stated that the ABC regulates the 
industry and that their executive director, Shirley Gifford, uses Tesoro as an example of a fundamentally 
responsible operator and emphasized his commitment to a 100% universal ID check to purchase alcohol. 



     When asked whether the state has a role Mr. Sturley said that he has a transferable liquor license and 
that he has 3 years to place it anywhere in the municipality.  Melinda Gant lives near the Tesoro station 
and is supportive of Tesoro expanding their business adding that a change in hours would be an 
improvement due to the coming and goings late into the night.  Discussion resulted in a proposed change 
in hours of operation.  The GH TLS will adhere to their existing closing time at 12:00am on the 
weekends instead of 2:00am allowed for package stores; and at 11:00pm on weekdays instead of 
12:00am.  Mr. Sturley agreed.  Melinda Gant moved to approve the resolution under CUP & Carl 
Fleming seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 12 for, 2 opposed, and 2 abstentions.   
 
Development Services – Land Use Enforcement Code Enforcement Officer Cora Weaver attended the 
meeting to report on concerns about the fence between Northpointe Bluff and Panoramic View Apts. 
She determined the fence to be part of the site plan and stated that the fence was in compliance.  As for 
parked cars on the empty lot at the Old Detail Shop site, now owned by HLB, she will work to 
determine how to keep cars off the lot.  Residents also noted having seen tents in Alderwood Park. 
 
Northpointe Bluff One Condo Association Resolution:  Dave Marker reported their having met with the 
ACDA staff & board to discuss their concerns.  The major concern was that their views are gone. He 
stated that they felt the uniformity rule has been violated per covenants.  The Condo Associations claims 
included that the Lumen Duplexes should be considered a two story building, that covenants were 
ignored and violated throughout the process; elevation restrictions ignored; originally landscaped to be 
tiered to preserve views; and that the declarations stated that their views would be preserved.   
     Brit Szymoniak made a motion that the GHCC draft a resolution asking that the ACDA Board revisit 
covenants and master declaration set forth by the NPB subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Chris 
Wolpert. After further discussion the motion passed with 12 in favor, no nays, and 2 abstentions.  Cora 
Weaver noted that the city does not recognize subdivision covenants.        
 
Hollywood Vista Update:  See the previous item.  No new designs proposed.  
 
Knik Arm Crossing Update:  President French reported $4,000 a day spent on bridge project and that the 
legislature could put the remaining $50 million to better use.  
 
Parks Committee Update:  Committee members on the Harvard Park VIP Committee include Bobbie 
Bianchi as a historic consultant, Bonnie & Seth, Melinda Brion & her daughter Gabbi, Mrs. Beasley & 
Kyle Beasley, Nick Szymoniak in a dual role (member of the Curling Club), & Mr. French in a dual role 
(member of Square & Round Dance Council).  First meeting is on December 1st in the S&RD building.    
 
Anchorage Port Update:  Steve Ribuffo stated nothing to report except to say there has been no new 
progress on the Defense Fuels land transfer - Army Corp of Engineers need to finish their review.                      
      
Neighborhood Concerns:  Old Detail Shop: Mr. Pease reports the lot is owned by HLB and any plan for 
it is on hold.  Cora Weaver will look into as mentioned above.  NUSA: Bobbie Bianchi to work on tour. 
 
Other Business: We need a volunteer to sit on the Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson (JBER) community 
environmental committee which meets biannually.  Brian Fields volunteered. 
     
Meeting Adjourned at 9:00 PM       Submitted by Donna Rymut  


