
Government Hill Community Council 
January 21, 2010 Meeting Notes 

 

November minutes were not reviewed. There was no meeting in December. 

Legislative Update: Representative Gara discussed today’s US Supreme Court 

decision invalidating federal limits on political campaign expenditures. Under 

the new law announced by the Supreme Court, corporations may purchase 

media messages supporting or attacking candidates. This decision likely will 

impact Alaska campaigns. Rep. Gara also reported that the legislature likely 

will spend time reviewing oil tax structures. Finally he reported that KABATA 

representatives had been in Juneau lobbying legislators. 

Heather Beaty reported for Senator Ellis about the six priorities chosen by the 

Senate Bipartisan Working Group. They are: 1) energy, 2) fiscal responsibility 

(fully repay the Constitutional Budget Reserve at least $400 million); 3) 

education (Sen. Ellis supports a “hybrid” college scholarship program that 

would be based on a combination of merit and need); 4) maximum funding for 

municipal assistance and revenue sharing; 5) crime package; 6) build up 

infrastructure to create job growth. 

The annual constituent pizza party will be held in either February or March. 

Assembly Update: Assemblymember Flynn was unable to attend because he 

was out of town. 

Parks Committee: Mavis Hancock reported problems with our request for 

doggy stations in the Harvard greenbelt. There has been some reorganization at 

Parks and Recreation and our resolution may have been lost. She will continue 

to follow up and let Susanne know if the resolution needs to be re-sent. 

Mavis also reported that the neighborhood committee charged with designing 

improvements to Al Miller Park met and had many interesting and creative 

ideas, among them improving the sledding hill, a skating rink, something for 

skate boarders, a fire pit, etc. The committee members did agree that the park 

should stay as natural as possible but contain enough amenities for youth. 

Tree cutting versus preservation was discussed. They will meet again in three 

weeks. 

KABATA Update: Susanne DiPietro reported that the proposal to move the 

project from the short-term to the long-term list in the Anchorage Long-Range 

Transportation Plan is wending its way through the public process (for the 

second time). It is now being studied by the AMATS Technical Advisory 



Committee. Last month, the Citizens’ Advisory Board (Planning & Zoning 

Commission) recommended for the second time that the project be deleted 

entirely from the list. 

Hollywood Vista Development. Ron Bateman, of Lumen DesignBuild LLC 

showed a preliminary proposal and design for six duplex units at Northpointe 

Bluff. Ms. DiPietro thanked Mr. Bateman for coming to the council to discuss 

his business and his ideas for Northpointe. Members expressed a variety of 

reactions to the images. Most agreed that the units were thoughtfully designed 

as comfortable and bright living spaces. There was a request that Mr. Bateman 

consider how the exterior elements might be varied so as not to be a completely 

uniform line of buildings. The Architecture Review Committee, which has final 

approval on the design, will meet next week.  

Port Report: POA Engineer Todd Cowles explained a re-plat that the port has 

requested in connection with its northern expansion project. The re-plat would 

not affect the zoning, which is Marine Industrial. In response to Mr. French’s 

question about why the plat contains a note for a floating utility easement for 

the Knik Arm Bridge project, Mr. Cowles explained that the easement comes 

with the plat and cannot be deleted during this process. 

Nominating Committee: Thomas Pease, Robert Atkinson, and Susanne 

DiPietro agreed to find a slate of candidates to stand for election to the GHCC 

offices of president, vice president, secretary/treasurer, at-large member, and 

FCC delegate. Stephanie Kesler volunteered to encourage more attendance and 

participation at meetings. Bob French agreed to be nominated as president, 

and Mavis Hancock agreed to be nominated as at-large member. The slate of 

candidates will be announced at the February meeting and elections will be 

held in March. 

9:00 pm Adjourn 


