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Fairview Community Council 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

 
February 1, 2007      

Fairview Recreation Center 
 
Meeting started at 7:05 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Darrel Hess (President), Sharon Chamard (Secretary), Dave Brossard (At-Large), Allen Kemplen (At-
Large), Noel Rea (At-Large), Lee Ross (At-Large), Benita White (At-Large) 
Apologies: Harry Deuber (Treasurer) 
Other Persons Present: Gwendolyn Alexander, Paul Benson, Henry Rea, Ronna Simien, Claris Syren  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Beginning Balance 12/14/06     $7,885.92 
 
Deposits               
12/28/06  Membership dues           $2.00 
 
Total Deposits             $2.00        
 
Expenses 
12/15/06  #1082  Costco – Holiday Party          $241.40 
01/03/07  #1083  Allen Kemplen – Neighborhood Plan        $67.50 
12/21/06  #1084  Tom Begich – Holiday Party       $100.00 
12/20/06  #1085  Lee Ross – Patrol Camcorder       $549.99 
12/29/06  #1086  AK Best Water – APD substation                                    $15.00 
12/29/06  #1087  ACS – Patrol hotline                                                         $19.31 
 
Total Expenses          $993.20  
 
01/16/07 Ending Balance      $6,894.72     
 
Comments and Concerns: 
 
Ronna Simien, the Coordinator of the Juneteenth celebration, and Gwendolyn Alexander of the African-American Historical 
Society of Alaska, made a presentation on the Juneteenth celebration which will be held this coming June 16th at the Fairview 
Community Recreation Center.  The events will include a parade and a walk to support sickle cell research.  A major sponsor of 
the celebration is the American Legion Post 34.  They need help with donations, contacting businesses to put up flyers, 
fundraising, and volunteers to help with things at the Park Strip and walk with kids on the sickle cell walk.  They also requested 
help arranging street closures and rerouting of buses.  Darrel Hess asked that they make a list of what specifically they want from 
the council.  
 
Darrel Hess reported on a number of contacts he and others have made regarding Fairview projects: 
- Jeff from USKH contacted him regarding the 9th Avenue project.  The public hearing will start in March.  The council will hear 

from him in the next two weeks.   
- Regarding 13th and Gambell, Dowl Engineers will meet with the council in two weeks.  Negotiations concerning property 

acquisition are ongoing.   
- He is waiting to hear from Russ Oswald on the 16th Avenue Terrace project.   
- He talked to Johnny Ellis and Les Gara to update them on what happened at the meeting recently with Allan Tesche and Mike 

Abbott.  Johnny wanted people to know that although he is part of the majority coalition in the Senate, people should not get 
their hopes up.  It could be a tight budget this year, as the Governor promised this during the election.  Regarding the 
Fairview Parkway resolution (2007-01), they think it is good to promote the Freeway-to-Freeway as a regional project, and 
calling it the Fairview Parkway right away could turn off people in the Valley.  People will want to know, “What’s in it for 
me?” But they said it is up to the council; if we want to push it, Johnny and Les will support us.   

- Darrel and some others met with Land Design North regarding the United Way Day of Caring project.  Some of the elements of 
the project have been moved to the back burner for the long term. 

 
Darrel Hess commented on the move to rename Town Square after Ruth Moulton.  He said he personally opposes it, and will 
bring it up at the February General Membership Meeting because the council needs to take a position.   
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Dave Brossard reported that people from the United Way came by and spoke with Dave Shapiro and Charles Peterson, who made 
some suggestions.  Darrel Hess said that all of those suggestions made the list.  United Way will not be doing anything to the 
interior of the building.   
 
Also, Dave was approached by a boy who is looking for a potential Eagle Scout project.  Following a brief discussion and 
suggestion by Allen Kemplen, the general consensus was to suggest as a project the building of garbage hutches as a means to 
improve the appearance of alleyways.  
 
There will be a new database system at Parks and Rec. to manage scheduling of facilities.  From now on, all room uses will 
require a permit; the old method of verbal arrangements will not work anymore.   Dave has no authority to approve fee waivers; 
such requests have to go higher up.  Allen Kemplen said the council should have a blanket waiver for all council-sponsored 
activities.  Darrel Hess said he would contact Jeff Dillon right away. 
 
Benita White thanked everyone for welcoming her to the Executive Board, and said she is looking forward to learning a lot. 
 
Claris Syren asked if there has been any word from the man who came to a past general meeting regarding developing the land at 
16th and Karluk.  Darrel Hess said he has heard nothing, and the developer seemed to understand that the land is too valuable for 
that project. 
 
There was discussion about amenities at the Rec. Center.  Claris Syren asked about the status of the council bulletin board – it 
has been moved around the corner.  Allen Kemplen said that Jeff Dillon knows we want to use some of the General Funds monies 
to protect the 1% Art murals in the multi-purpose room, and asked Darrel Hess how those funds are going to be allocated.  Darrel 
replied that $50,000 is for scoping future projects, $100,000 is for projects at the Rec. Center.  There is also $3 million for the 
Rec. Center in the muni’s request to the state for funds.  Noel Rea said we should be sure to get a Code and Conditions document 
done on the building.   
 
Paul Benson remarked that the radio station KUDO 1080 airs a show called The Tesche Report. Paul called the producer and 
suggested the idea of a “Council Corner” on the radio.  There was a discussion about this.  It was suggested that the Federation of 
Community Councils could serve as point man, coordinating the rotation of appearances among the various councils.  Also, the 
muni and the Department of Neighborhoods could get involved.  
 
Lee Ross reported that ACS is donating cell phone service to the Community Patrol.  The total amount donated for 2007 will be 
$239.40; the Patrol will pay about $3.60 a month.  Paul Padgett, an APD officer who years ago proactively came to council 
meetings to listen to people and make reports, is now a sergeant in the patrol division.  He plans to encourage young cops in the 
area to do more knock-and-talks.  Also, Sgt. Dennis Allen will be the new APD liaison to the community councils. 
 
Allen Kemplen said it would be beneficial to have someone from Land Design North come to make a presentation to the council 
at the General Membership Meeting, especially regarding changes to Fairview Lions Park.  The community garden will change 
the character of the park.  Darrel Hess said they are planning to hold a public meeting in late February, but it wouldn’t hurt to 
invite them to the next general meeting.   
 
Allen Kemplen commented that when there is bad news regarding crime and so on, the media zero in on the well-defined 
neighborhoods, but are vaguer when it comes to other parts of the city.  This approach is detrimental to the vitality of 
neighborhoods.  He said it would be good to extend a request to the Editorial Board chief or head of the city desk at the 
Anchorage Daily News to come to our council to listen to our concerns.  They should have a consistent policy to identify all 
council areas, or none of them.  Claris Syren agreed, suggesting that they could report the nearest cross streets instead of specific 
neighborhoods.  Allen said the number one priority of people in this area is public safety, and these types of media hits go directly 
to that issue.  Benita White said the tone of the media matters too; when they announce there has been a crime in one of the 
neighborhoods, their tone suggested that this crime is to be expected.  Darrel Hess said he would invite media representatives to 
the March Executive Board meeting.  
 
Sharon Chamard said that Public Safety Committee has moved to a quarterly meeting schedule.  The next meeting is the third 
Thursday in April. 
 
The agenda for next week’s General Membership Meeting includes presentations by Dale Myhill of Nine Star Enterprises and 
Land Design North, the second reading of and vote on Resolution 2007-01, and discussion and action on the issue of naming 
Town Square after Ruth Moulton.  
  
                 
Meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sharon Chamard, Secretary 


