
Resolution 2022-10
Northeast Community Council (NECC)

July 14, 2022

Timely Notifications To Community Councils (CC's) and Opposition to the Unnoticed and
Ill-Advised Emergency Repurposing of Centennial Park

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Municipal Charter Art, VIII, Sec 8.01 establishes Community
Councils as representatives for neighborhoods in planning and development; and

WHEREAS, Community Councils are intended to reflect actual neighborhoods and serve as an
advisory function to the Assembly and the local government process, including management of
lands within their boundaries; and

WHEREAS, Community Councils review processes related to zoning in Title 21, alcohol
licenses, and marijuana licenses, in addition to councils' functions in commenting on capital
improvement projects, draft ordinances, and other city business; and

WHEREAS, communication with the residents of the municipality should be a priority for the
MOA “to afford citizens an opportunity for maximum community involvement and
self-determination,” as is their stated purpose in the MOA charter; and

WHEREAS, Transparent and timely communication is necessary for effective emergency
response; and 

WHEREAS, Centennial Park is an important recreational facility located within the boundaries of
the NECC, and the MOA failed to notify the community council about the emergency
repurposing of the park; and

WHEREAS, the MOA indiscriminately bused hundreds of homeless individuals, including small
children, disabled, and highly vulnerable adults to Centennial Park, which is not close to public
or commercial services, without proper basic resources, including bedding, tents, food, food
storage, social workers, and trauma-informed personnel, creating an unsafe environment for the
individuals in the park, the surrounding community, and the local wildlife; and

WHEREAS, the neighbors of the park have noted an increase in random people trespassing on
private property outside of the park, causing fear of entering the park by traditional park users,
and

WHEREAS, north Muldoon businesses, especially the restaurants, have lost business from the
traditional paying customers that use Centennial Park campground as a result of the
repurposing of the park, causing a loss of income to said businesses and negatively impacting
the perception of the campground as a safe and pleasant place, a popular gateway to
Anchorage for RVers and camping travelers, and

WHEREAS, the willingness of individuals, businesses, and nonprofit and faith-based
organizations to step up in the absence of a clear plan or municipal leadership isn’t a
justification for the abdication of municipal responsibility nor ignoring the long-standing
notification practices we expect.



NOW THEREFORE THE NECC LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the residents, through their
NECC, respectfully request that the Mayor’s Office honor established public notice requirements
between the Municipality of Anchorage and Community Councils, including the Federal of
Community Councils and

evaluate the public notice requirements during emergencies of each of the MOA departments so
that information is disseminated to residents in a manner consistent with the urgency of an
emergency declaration and in alignment with each Council’s Bylaws for notice to its community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that members of the community (consisting at least of Assembly
members representative of the area, but preferably including community council) be invited to
participate in decisions regarding emergency processes that impact the community and

during emergency conditions, members from the Mayor’s office and affected municipal
departments attend community council meetings.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NECC is strongly opposed to the continued emergency
repurposing of Centennial Park, which is becoming a humanitarian crisis, and encourages the
Mayor’s office to immediately begin relocating unhoused individuals, starting with the most
vulnerable, to appropriate alternative housing/ sheltering and

begin a thorough expert-led community-based process to build a comprehensive
municipality-wide homelessness strategy that equitably distributes the collective responsibilities
and adequately addresses root causes without criminalizing or dehumanizing unhoused
individuals and without trampling on the rights of residents and property owners, and business
owners in any part of the Municipality of Anchorage.

Resolution Vote: For __25__ Against:   _0__ Abstain:   _0_

_________________________

George Martinez President, NECC

___________________________ 

Ronald P. Meehan, Secretary, NECC

George Martinez
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