
MEETING MINUTES
Rogers Park Community Council

General Council Meeting 
Meeting Via Zoom
January 10, 2022

I. Call to Order, Rules of Conduct: Peter Mjos called the meeting to order at 6:45pm, 
introduced Jim Wright to give the welcome message.

II. Welcome Message: Jim Wright - Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2022, looking forward to a 
great year.  Note from the Alaska State Constitution: All persons have corresponding 
obligations to the people and to the state.  We are all members of society bound to work 
together and treat each other with respect.  That’s why we have this community council.  
Everyone attending tonight is living up to the promise of the Alaska Constitution.  Thank you 
for being here!

III. Review Agenda: No corrections or comments to the agenda.
IV. Approval of December RPCC Minutes: Linda Chase Motioned to Approve.  Dave 

McCargo second, December Minutes approved.
V. FCC Report: Jim Wright - Please see attached written report or contact Jim for additional 

information.  There was a presentation to the FCC about noisy vehicles and the law.  Police 
don’t actually enforce the laws around noisy vehicles and some proposals are being brought 
forth regarding how to deal with noisy vehicles.  FCC also spoke to the reapportionment of 
the Anchorage Assembly Districts (going from 11 seats to 12).  FCC noted that there is a 
possibility that Community Council Districts may be redrawn.  Assemblyman John 
Weddleton presented regarding homelessness.  

Pete Mjos announced that Linda Chase will become the next FCC Representative.
VI. Treasurer’s Report: Ric Wilson - There is $604.48 in the treasury.  Nothing was spent, 

nothing received in the last month.  Funds are stable.
VII.Legislative Reports:

A. Senator Elvi Gray-Jackson: Not Present, please see attached report.
B. Representative Harriet Drummond: Not Present
C. Representative Andy Josephson: Not Present

VIII.Assembly Reports:
A. Meg Zaletel - Regarding COVID-19: There is currently no municipal run testing.  The 

municipality no longer holds those contracts.  Now private entities are doing the testing, 
but the municipal COVID website is still a good place to check for where tests are 
available: https://anchoragecovidtest.org/.  A new epidemiologist has been hired by the 
Health Department but not introduced yet.  Right now the city is relying on home tests 
but there is not a reliable way to report those home tests which makes accurate case 
counts difficult.

B. Felix Rivera - Assembly meeting tomorrow.  The assembly is going to be approving the 
2022 Legislative Program.  The Legislative Program is put together by the Mayor and 
the assembly approves it with or without amendments. It is the Assembly’s wish list to 
the State.  This year the requests are around the port, homelessness and capital 
projects (bridges and that type of infrastructure).  Meg brought up to add the sound 
barrier issue on Northern Lights.  Felix and Meg will have an amendment for that issue 
tomorrow.  January 19th or 25th the Assembly is going to vote on the bonds and various 
ballot propositions.  One proposition brought by the Mayor is regarding moving the 
municipal clerk position to an elected position.  Felix is opposed to that proposition.  
There are two propositions regarding Eagle River exiting the Municipality.  Regarding 
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reapportionment:  the draft maps have been put out.  Depending on the map, Rogers 
Park is still in midtown, moves to down town or moves to East Anchorage.  There will be 
two town halls: January 26th, virtual only, and January 27 virtual with in-person option at 
Wilda Marston (6-8pm).  Shortly after those town halls the reapportion committee (of 
which Felix is newly a member) will vote to send one map to the Assembly for approval.  
There will be two public hearings on the committee map  (February 24th and March 1st) 
and then the map will be voted on sometime in March.

IX. Legislative Reports:
A. Andy Josephson - He has pre-filed 4 bills so far.  Bill 1: A reform of the Alaska 

permanent fund corporation board membership, including adding a member with a 
background in socially aware investments.  The impetus behind the bill is the termination 
of Angela Rodell.  He is concerned about the politicization of the Board of Trustees.  Bill 
2: This bill concerns contributions to campaigns.  It graduates the contributions and 
restores a cap on out-of-state contributions. Bill 3: Would raise salaries for all attorneys 
that work for the state.  There have been no salary increases for sometime now. Bill 4: 
Would take the higher education investment fund (where scholarships are housed) out of 
the general fund.

X. ASD Report:
A. Carl Jacobs - ASD has an updated mitigation plan since the last meeting.  The Board 

modified the superintendent’s mask plan.  Mask plan will continue.  District has modified 
its quarantine procedure to match the CDC’s guidance. The School Board is pushing for 
the availability of N95 masks to staff.  COVID testing is available in schools for staff, 
students and household members.  The superintendent search is ongoing.  There is a 
survey online.  Assembly will be addressing a number of bond propositions involving the 
school board tomorrow.  Board leadership academy is later this month.

XI.  APD Report:
A. Officer Gittlein - Not Present

XII.Mayor’s Office Report: Portia Erickson - The Mayor’s office is asking the state legislature 
to act as quickly as possible with regard to the port.  Serving on Boards and Commissions is 
a great way to serve your community, there are opportunities available.  With regard to 
testing: Yes, there is a shortage of testing.  There are no home tests available, they have 
gone through the initial 25,000 that were available. The Mayor’s office has requested 
another 25,000 tests from the Federal government.  Please go to the COVID secure website 
to look for testing locations.  In the last 7 days there have been over 2000 tests done.  
Capstone and Beacon are both offering new locations.  Testing is still free.  Terrence 
Shanigan, Boards and Commission’s Director with the Mayor’s office, also spoke.  Supply 
chain issues are affecting the receipt of home tests.  The Mayor’s office is trying to get 
people to use more of the testing locations.  They are trying to get the home tests distributed 
outside of work hours to increase equity of distribution (once more tests are available).  They 
will also try to identify testing locations on the bus routes.

XIII.JBER Report:
A. Joy Boston - 2022 is the year for Arctic Thunder.  Mark your calendars now for this 

summer’s Arctic Thunder Open House at JBER on July 30-31, 2022. Find information at 
https://www.arcticthunderopenhouse.com/ or on Facebook at https://facebook.com/
events/s/arctic-thunder-open-house-2022/868294350700826/

XIV.Guest CC Report: Airport Heights Community Council President Carolyn Ramsey - They 
passed the CMO resolution with a bunch of edits.  They passed an MTP resolution through 
their Executive Board.  They have done MayDay tree smack downs.  They appreciate 
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working with neighboring community councils.  Working together as a united set of 
community councils amplifies our voices.

XV.Committee Reports:
A. Transportation (Formerly 36th and Seward) - Steve Noble - Regarding the 36th 

Avenue Interchange Project: No open house date set yet, it is looking like it will be the 
beginning of May. Planning and Zoning Public Hearing will be the first week of April.
Bob Butera - has researched city code on loud vehicles.  Anchorage Health Department 
is in charge of enforcing loud vehicles but they have no tools to enforce. The
Ombudsman is recommending that the Municipality change their code so that it is more
enforceable.  South Addition Community Council has written a resolution and asked that
RPCC take it up.  Bob will present that resolution next month.

B. ADU - Dan Rosenburg - No report.
C. CIP - Bob Butera - No report.
D. Beautification - Zach Zaletel - There will be a meeting next Tuesday evening via Zoom 

to beginning planning for the year ahead.
E. Crime and Safety - Linda Chase - No new chair as of yet.

XVI. Guest Speaker: Beth Nordlund, Executive Director Anchorage Parks Foundation, not 
present

XVII. Adoption of a RPCC Welcome Letter: Irene Bortnik - Not everyone knows or 
understands what community councils do or how to find them.  She came up with the idea of 
a letter to welcome new neighbors and let them know how to become involved.  The 
intention is to be a welcoming community.  This letter is something to hand to new 
neighbors.

XVIII. Revised AMATS Resolution: Dave Evans - Please see attached resolution and 
comments from the Rabbit Creek Community Council.  The initial resolution was revised to 
capture the comments provided by the Rabbit Creek Community Council.  Dave motioned to 
adopt the draft Resolution.  Linda Chase second.  Dave explained the changes, including 
two additional Whereas clauses and one stricken clause, and stated that the RCCC 
comments were more comprehensive and visionary than the initial RPCC draft strategy and 
that’s what the final resolution is all about.  Jim Wright - suggested referencing the 
attachment of the RCCC comments at the end of the Resolution.  Dave Evans accepted and 
agreed.  Pete Mjos called for a vote.  Members struggled to vote via Zoom.  Pete Mjos 
asked for any objections to the motion to accept the Resolution.  Seeing none, the motion 
passed.  Assemblywoman Meg Zaletel abstained from the vote because she serves on the 
policy council for AMATS.

XIX. Closing Comments: Next Meeting is February 14, 2022 on Valentine’s Day
XX. Adjournment: Marilyn Pillifant Motion to Adjourn.  Chip Derrick second, meeting adjourned 

at 8:32pm
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Date:  January 10, 2022 

To:  Mayor Dave Bronson 
 Anchorage Assembly 
 Federation of Community Councils 
 AMATS Policy Committee 
 2050 MTP Project Manager 
 MOA Planning Director 
  

RESOLUTION RE: RECOMMENDING CHANGES TO AMATS* ON THE 
DRAFT 2050 MTP** GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

WHEREAS: 

1. AMATS comment period for draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Goals 
and Objectives was open December 1 - December 31, 2021,  

2. That short comment period allowed insufficient time for RPCC to consider the 
issues and vote on a resolution at the RPCC’s regular meeting on December 13, 
2021, 

3. At the RPCC’s December 13, 2021 meeting, AMATS Policy Committee member 
Meg Zaletel stated that AMATS would consider a resolution passed by RPCC at 
its 10 January 2022 meeting. 

4. The 2050 MTP will set MOA transportation spending priorities for the next 20 
years, 

5. The 2050 MTP goals and objectives section lays the groundwork for developing 
the remainder of the 2050 MTP and eventual project selections, and 
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6. Rogers Park Community Council’s transportation values include:  

a. Support for multimodal safety through a variety of means such as the 
MOA’s Vision Zero strategy, AMATS Complete Streets policy, and Safe 
Routes to School program; 

b. Planning based on most currently available population projections and 
traffic counts/modeling forecasts to determine realistic transportation 
system needs; 

c. Desire to preserve and expand safe non-motorized transportation options 
for commuting, daily living activities, and recreation for both health and 
environmental sustainability; 

d. Efficient transportation systems which support the economy and are 
accomplished by innovative solutions (such as Transportation Demand 
Management); 

e. Support for a transportation system whose operations and maintenance is 
within the fiscal capacity of the State of Alaska and MOA; 

f. Full consideration of equitable transportation options that meet the needs of 
all community members, particularly those populations traditionally 
underserved. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Rogers Park Community Council agrees 
with and supports the Rabbit Creek Community Council’s comments on the 2050 MTP 
draft Goals and Objectives, as submitted to AMATS in their 22 December 2021 letter, 
attached. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by Rogers Park Community Council this 10th day of 
January, 2022. 

This resolution passed with a full quorum and no objections.  1 abstention. 

*AMATS = Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Solutions 
** MTP = Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
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Respectfully, 

______________________________ 
Pete Mjos, President 
Rogers Park Community Council 
Resolution 2022-1
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