
UACC MEETING MINUTES
December 4, 2019 

1. Opening and Welcome and Introductions - The meeting was called to order 
by President Paul Stang at 7:01 pm. - There were 28 persons present at the start 
of the meeting with 18 members and 10 visitors signed in.  The President asked 
each individual to state their name and location or business.

2. Approval of Prior Months Minutes:  The November 6, 2019 minutes were ap-
proved by unanimous consent.

3. Approval of the Agenda: Paul Stang introduced tonight’s agenda.  He 
introduced the topic whether to have the next meeting on January 8th versus the 
January 1st on the normal scheduled.  This was agreed to by the UACC 
members.  He also mentioned that vote for the primary board officers would be 
held at the January meeting and the rest of the board member vote would be 
held during the February meeting.  Mary Lu Harle said she would like to add a 
topic on upcoming Alaska Common Ground activities to the agenda.  Krista 
Scott with second by Susan Klein moved to approve the amended agenda.  The 
motion was approved by unanimous consent.  Al Milspaugh, with Susan Share 
second, moved to approve the agenda as amended.  The agenda, as amended, 
was passed by unanimous consent.

4. Informational Reports
A.Reports From Public Servants and Elected Officials

a. State Representative Andy Josephson-: Andy discussed the many issues 
that are taking up his time.  They vary from participation in the Alaska 
Public Interest Group forum on the sale of BP to Hillcorp, listening to oral 
arguments on several state lawsuits, a meeting on the USFS draft Roadless 
Rule, mid-town congestion relief meeting. He brought all these up to make 
the point that this gives little time for himself or other legislators to work 
on and move legislative passions through the State legislative process.  He 
mentioned that he checked on the East 42nd Avenue funding situation and 
found that it is number 6 on the CIP list and that the work would be done in
stages and could take up to a decade to complete.  He also said that HR 12, 
a house resolution setting up a legislative body to address Climate Change 
would be on the agenda.  Mary Lu Harle asked about how one can support 
the Climate Change bill.  Andy said that one should contact the members of
the House Resource Committee, but also all members would be 
appropriate.   Paul Stang wanted to know about the time frame for the 
Climate Change bill.  Andy said that the bill should be gaveled in during 
the 4th week of January.  Andy also talked about the prescription drug 
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monitoring project where they can review what doctors are prescribing 
what and how many pills.  Al Milspaugh had question about the 
requirement for master data base, and whether there is a penalty for not 
registering for the data base.  Andy said there is no currently penalty for not
registering.  One of the focuses is that every provider gets a report on 
prescribing amounts, and this can highlight who are prescribing copious 
amounts of opioids.    Finally, Andy said he will be on the road to Juneau 
on January 9th.

 
b. Jacob Tatum for Senator Elvi Grey Jackson:-  Jacob read Elvis written 

report (attachment 1).

c. David Dunsmore for Senator Bill Wielechowski:- David reported that 
Bill will be fighting a legal opinion by the Attorney General on the Alaska 
Hire Law unconstitutionality.  He also mentioned that Bill will be working 
on the Governors upcoming budget proposal and hopes that Dunleavy has 
listened to the people.  

d. State Representative Ivy Spohnholz-:   Ivy reported on the AK Health 
Care Transformation Council Activities.  She said emphasis were on the 
high cost of medicine within the State, trending toward a uniform data 
collection, and to collect the data from many sources.  She mentioned that 
there will be a joint Senate Resources Committee meeting on December 6th 
at 2 PM at the Anchorage LIO to look at the BP purchase by Hillcorp.  

e. Assembly Chair Felix Rivera:- Felix discussed the Midtown Traffic 
Congestion Relief Project effort.  Felix indicated that mid-town residents 
are very interested in the project.  He indicated that the State DOT and 
Dowl Contractor would like a resolution from Community Councils 
supporting the project objectives.  He also reported on a municipal 
resolution condemning the State proposal to move prison inmates to out of 
State prisons.  He cited the reason was an increase in recidivism and that 
the money would be better spent opening a prison in Alaska.  They would 
like these by the February Assembly meetings. He also mentioned that 
there will be upcoming work sessions on collective bargaining guidelines 
with city unions.

f. Assembly Member Pete Peterson:- Pete introduced several topics.  He 
said the Muni passed an ordinance moving the studded tire installation date
back to October 1 from current September 15th date.  He also talked about 
the AMATS traffic demand study will be funded next year and will be 
completed by 2021.  This study will be used to decide on fate of the UMED
Northern Access proposals.  He indicated that this was a priority within the 



UAA Master Plan.  Barbara Garner had a question about when the Air 
Quality study related to the move of the Anchorage School District Bus 
Barn on Tudor would be undertaken.  Pete indicated that it would 
commence after the start of the new year 

g. Assembly Member Meg Zeletel:- Meg Zeletal talked about Homeless 
issues within Anchorage.  She indicated that addressing these issues would 
be a permanent part of the budget.  She said that 150 beds will be started 
2020 by establishing them at Beans at a year round basis.  She said that 
there are mobile cleanup crews that are ready to go during the spring.  She 
also said that not much can be done to address the issue here in Anchorage 
unless other items in the municipal budget are cut or eliminated.   Barbara 
Garner had a question about where to go to report camps.  Meg said that 
the reporting forms are on line at the muni website.   Felix Rivera indicated
that the Muni efforts related to homeless issues are reported in the latest 
newsletter from the Assembly. 

h. Assembly Member Forest Dunbar:- Forrest reported primarily on public 
safety issues.  Forrest indicated that there has been an increase in overall 
support staff to get sworn officers out onto the street where they are 
needed.  He said that an update from the Police Chief indicated that data 
from October reported that there is a decrease in the overall crime rate in 
Anchorage.  The property crime rate is down, with a decrease in car theft of
42% in the last two years.  He attributes this to Federal crime statues being 
used to crack down on “professional” car thieves.  The Chief also 
mentioned that by having more sworn officers on the street leads to more 
traffic stops which then results in getting more criminals off the streets 
through processing their outstanding warrants.  Forrest also talked about 
the Municipal prosecutor in the State prosecutors office.  They are focused 
on Domestic Violence Assault, with 2 sworn officers assisting in the 
efforts.   

i. Anchorage School Board Member Dave Donley:- Dave gave an 
extensive report on school board programs.  He said there are 46,000 kids, 
in 90 schools, with an 800 million dollar budget.  He said that unlike most 
years the current bond will be over $20 thousand above the debt retirement 
and this will impact property taxes.  This is primarily due to the earthquake 
repair.  The operating budget is a status quo budget and will be further 
impacted by loss of over 2000 students in the last couple of years.  

Dave indicated that the Go Math program will be analyzed this year.  
Also there will be a large committee to make analysis and make 
recommendations to the ASD Board.  Alternative math programs, such as 
Saxon Math, will be considered.  Dave also mentioned that districting the 
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ASD Board is being considered.  He said from experience that it’s hard to 
get up to date on all the issues throughout the District during ones 3 year 
term so he thinks District Board seats may be preferable. 

Mary Lu Harle asked whether students are required to have a course in 
civics to graduate.  Dave affirmed that passing such a course is required for
a diploma.  Marguerite Iverson asked whether the Aquarian Charter Scholl 
could move to the vacant Mt Iliamna Elementary Scholl on JBER, rather 
than spending 10’s of millions to update their current facility.  Dave 
indicated that entry requirements on base are currently too restrictive to 
allow adequate access for parents.  Al Milspaugh questioned whether it 
would be wise to combine the Chugiak and Eagle River High Schools to 
free up the existing Eagle River High facility for Gruening Middle School 
students.  Dave replied that the ASD Board voted 4/3 to renovate Gruening
and not consolidate Chugiak and Eagle River High Schools.  Felix Rivera 
indicated there would be a town hall meeting Monday December 9 at 6:30 
at Mirror Lake Elementary to discuss the status of this option.  Barbara 
Garner had a question about why Anchorage students are rated as the 
lowest in nation in reading comprehension.  Dave replied that current 
whole language program may not be the best, and said that some schools 
excel (those that use the phonetic based Spaulding Reading program).  He 
indicated that it is hard to teach (a lot of training) and requires extensive 
homework.  Dave also indicated that one of the primary problems is that 
Anchorage has the shortest school day as well as the shortest year. This 
means that Anchorage students have up to 2 years less instruction time 
when they graduate from high school. 

j. University of Alaska Anchorage Representative Ryan Buchholdt:- Ryan
asked the Assembly members how UAA can help push implementation of 
the Anchorage Climate Action Plan and get the UMED District to a “green”
District.  He also stated that UAA is moving toward being a “Green” 
campus.  

   
B. Reports from UACC Committees/Ad Hoc Chair Persons

a. Parks-Barbara Garner-: Barbara reported on Folker Park progress.  She 
said the new lights at the park have not yet been installed, even though the
ground is now frozen which allows for access to the construction sites. 

b. Safety-Al Milspaugh:-  Al provided the following safety briefing:  Cold 
weather is once more upon us. Make sure you have your emergency gear 
in your vehicle, to include materials like salt or chains in case you get 
stuck.



c. UACC FCC Representative: Al Milspaugh.  Al reported on these FCC 
activities:  FCC:  FCC Resolution 2019-01 – Communications between 
the MOA and community councils (CC) was sent to the MOA. This 
resolution recommended that CC's have a minimum of 31 days 
notification, for responses, regarding projected projects.

 
5. Old Business- None 
  

6. New Business and Public Comment
A.Anchorage Climate Action Plan-Pierce Schwalb, Sustainability Coordi-

nator, Solid Waste Services
Pete started his presentation by stating in collaboration with the University 

of Alaska the Municipality of Anchorage has created a Climate Action Plan 
(ACAP) that focuses on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and preparing for 
the impacts of climate change.  The plan provides a road map to measure 
greenhouse gasses and reduce and mitigate the impacts.   On May 21, 2019 
the Assembly adopted the Plan.  Following is a link to the 108 page ACAP 
document:  
https://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/AWARE/ResilientAnchorage/Doc
uments/2019%20Anchorage%20Climate%20Action%20Plan_ADOPTED.pdf
Pierce next described some of the effects that are already being seen such as 

increased wildfire risks, less snow and more ice, unpredictable salmon runs, 
and an increase in invasive species such as ticks.  He said that the plan esti-
mates there will be over $5.5 billion in  economic damages over the next 100 
years if no action is taken,  

Peirce said the Muni is now developing a Climate Action Strategy on what 
the Muni might do to reduce and/or mitigate some of the impacts that are in-
dicated in the plan.  He said that 7 committees will be tasked with a focus on 
what the Muni can do in seven different sectors.  UAA staff, nonprofits, and 
other content experts will be on the committees to develop initial strategies..  

The seven sectors are: 1) Building and Energy, 2) Land Use and Transporta-
tion, 3) Consumption and Solid Waste, 4) Health and Emergency Prepared-
ness, 5) Food Systems, 6) Urban Forests and Watersheds, and 7) Outreach and
Education.   He provided some examples of questions that might be answered 
in each of the sectors. 1). How can we increase the use of energy efficient 
sources such as LED lighting and solar panel systems.  For example he stated 
that the current LED lighting has saved the municipality $30 million in energy
costs.  Another example are the Egan Center roof solar panel array currently 
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provides 10 percent of the energy use at the building.  For the Land use and 
Transportation sector he said they may focus on how to increase Anchorage 
infill to make Anchorage less car centric.  How to transition to electric and 
natural gas vehicle.  Examples are the Volkswagen settlement dollars going 
toward construction of charging stations and transitioning the city fleet to 
electric vehicles.  For the Solid Waste sector he mentioned efforts to produce 
energy from food waste which also prolongs the Anchorage landfill life.      
Under the Emergency Preparedness sector efforts are being made to identify 
wildfire emergency escape routes.  Food systems sector may focus on School 
and Community gardens, SWS organic waste collection to produce compost 
to stimulate local food production to lessen Anchorage heavy reliance (95%) 
on imported food.  The Forest and Watersheds sector are looking at ecosystem
management strategies in creating an Urban Forest Management Plan as well 
as a creation of a Storm Water Utility. Finally, in the Outreach and Education 
sector Pierce emphasized that the Muni needs to keep talking about Climate 
Change and its effects.  Part of the story will be to create website that address-
es performance monitoring and how well Anchorage is meeting the chal-
lenges of climate Change.   Metrics such as miles of the bike/pedestrian sys-
tem and number of electric vehicles in use are obvious examples.   

During a question and answer period Al Milspaugh asked if the Muni was 
considering a process where supermarket food waste can be ground up and 
converted to compost and/or methane by products which could be used for 
energy.  Pierce mentioned that organic waste is currently being shipped to 
Wasilla to create compost and sequesters methane production at the Anchor-
age landfill for energy production.  A question was posed whether Anchorage 
is looking toward the Living Building Challenge where buildings attempt to 
go to zero impact through creating edible landscapes; energy efficient con-
struction; solar energy production to get to net zero; reduced space allocated 
to vehicle parking; and storm water treatment onsite.  Pierce said he will look 
into this program but also mentioned that RCA policies are regressive and 
make selling power back to the utilities less economical than should be.   
Leon Jaimes noted the Egan Center solar project provides 15% of the build-
ings energy needs and has a 8 year payback period so it can be done.  Krista 
Scott questioned whether Anchorage resolve the problems of contradiction,  
Her example is as we improve infrastructure to make driving easier this in 
turn stimulates more driving and more carbon impact.  Paul Stang noted that 
there is a problem in that these efforts often make recommendations but create
no mandate to actually implement them.  Susan Share said there is a need to 
better inform the public on ways to reduce the contamination rate in recycling
materials that are shipped off to Tacoma Washington.  It was noted that An-



chorage rate is a little better than the national average, but is still over 16%.  
Susan Klein and Mary Lu Harle mentioned they have the SWS home compost
collection (pink can) and it seems to work well.  It’s even collected in the 
winter. Leslie Touvinen noted that Wasilla’s recycling system seemed more 
efficient than Anchorage’s to which Peirce said he will look into their system. 
Finally, Paul Stang noted that an energy footprint calculator (how you do in 
energy efficiency) was presented at the AK Common Ground Forum on Cli-
mate Change and recommended people go to their website to look at the 
video on how to compute you energy footprint.      
   
B.Solarize Alaska:-Leon Jaimes

Leon said that they have the 50 interested home owners needed to move for-
ward.  They actually have 77 people signed up, and even if there may be some
duplicates, they certainly have enough to proceed.  Leon and his wife are 
starting a steering committee for the University Area and would appreciate if 
other people would sign up for the committee. He is particularly interested in 
persons who have construction and RFP contracting experiences by February 
of this year.  In response Ryan Buccholdt volunteered to help provide some of
this expertise.  There is still some uncertainty about whether the Tudor and 
Northeast areas can be combined with the University Area in the Solarize pro-
gram.  Mary Lu Harle and Andy Josephson wanted to thank Leon for his ef-
forts to organize this effort on behalf of the community council.  Finally, if in-
terested in the program or volunteering please contact Leon at 244-8220 or 
Leon.Jaimes@gmail.com.  

C. Recent Changes Proposed by Muni re: Title 21-Al Milspaugh
Following are area wide proposed changes to Title 21 that Muni requested 

community councils provide input on:

MOA P&Z Department Code of Regulation Changes to Title 21 Case Nbrs 
2020-0007, 0008, & 0009

Case Nbr:  2020-0007 moves specific paragraphs to the appropriate section 
within Title 21 and requires a Nine-Membership board and corrects minor 
language inconsistencies.

Case Nbr:  2020-0008 amends Title 21 to change the use specific standards 
for “Large Domestic Animal facility” to remove outdated language requiring 
approval from a non-regulatory agency and to add language referencing the 
appropriate agency for the management of animal waste.

Case Nbr:  2020-0009 amends Title 21 to change the use-specific standards 
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for “land reclamation” to allow projects with less than 50,000 cubic yards of 
fill material as a by-right use and require a conditional use approval for 
projects with operations at a scale of 50,000 or more cubic yards. Also allows 
land reclamation as either a permitted or conditional use.

The executive board discussed these changes and decided that we have no 
opposition to them.  Al will provide response to the Muni if there is no UACC
objection.  Hearing none Al will provide said response to the Muni.

D. AK Common Ground Forum to Future State of Alaska-Mary Lu Harle
Mary Lu said that there will be a AK Common Ground Forum to discuss 

what kind of State do the people of Alaska want in the future.  This will be 
held Tuesday, December 10th from 7 to 9 PM at the 49th State Brewing 
Company Theater.  

E. Open Forum and Public Comments
Barbara Garner brought up the topic of increasing noise levels from large 

freight aircraft overflying the UACC area again.  She posed a question to As-
sembly members of what can be done about this.  Chairman Felix Rivera said 
there will be a meeting with airport officials sometime in January to discuss this 
matter.  

Adjournment: Al Milspaugh, with Hannah Davis seconding, moved to adjourn 
the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:00 pm. Our 
next UACC meeting will be held on January 8, 2020.

Signed
Paul R. Stang, UACC President

Atch: Senator Elvi Gray-Jackson's Report
 



Atch 1-  University Area Community Council – Senator Gray-Jackson’s Report
Governor’s budget

 On or before December 15th, the Governor is expected to release his pro-
posed budget for the next fiscal year.

o As you know, his proposed budget this past year irresponsibly slashed
vital state services such as the University system, Medicaid, the Ferry
system and more, without much say from the public. This year, we are
hoping that the Administration listens to the hundreds of Alaskans that
have expressed they want to see a different budget proposal.  Many of
us are more than prepared to fight for a responsible budget that re-
flects Alaskan’s values.

o During the next session, I hope to maintain my seats on the Labor and
Workforce development, Department of Commerce, Community and
Economic Development (DCCED) and the Health and Social Services
(HSS) finance subcommittees.

o HSS is the largest department and probably touches the lives of the
most Alaskans, including the 1 in 3 that receive Medicaid. Unfortu-
nately, Medicaid saw the bulk of the department cuts.

o Last year, the Administration had a lot of big talk about slashing ser-
vices without hurting everyday families. I don’t believe this was the
case because we heard from students, teachers, health professionals,
Pioneers  and more  about  how the  proposed  budget  disrupted  their
livelihoods.

o During this year’s budget process, we will be thoroughly examining
each department budget and making sure the Administration did their
homework during the process.

o After the Governor’s budget is released on the 15th, I will send an e-
news with details and breakdowns so be on the lookout and feel free
to call us if you have questions.

Capital Budget
 The Capital  Project  Submission & Information System (CAPSIS) is  now

open until  mid-February so I am encouraging my community councils to
consider what projects they might want to submit for consideration.
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 The Capital budget has been relatively thin the last few years due to the
State’s current fiscal climate, but it is important that projects are noted so
that  when the  fiscal  climate  recovers,  we can address  the  most  pressing
projects. The reality – even without current funding, listing needed projects
serve as placeholders for the future.

Constituent Coffee 
 This Saturday, at Black Cup Coffee, 341 E. Benson Blvd., I will be hosting a

constituent coffee from 12:00 – 1:30, so please join me to share your views
on what is important to you during this next legislative session.

I hope you are enjoying my monthly E-newsletter.   If you’re not receiving
them,  please  send  your  email  address  to  my  staff  at
Keith.Bauguess@akleg.gov.
Happy Holidays to you and your families!  

mailto:Keith.Bauguess@akleg.gov

