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UACC MEETING MINUTES 1 

November 6, 2019  2 

1. Opening and Welcome and Introductions - The meeting was called to order by President 3 

Paul Stang at 7:01 pm. - There were 26 persons present at the start of the meeting with 16 4 

members and 12 visitors signed in.  The President asked each individual to state their name 5 

and location or business. 6 

2. Approval of Prior Months Minutes:  Marguerite Iverson noted that on page 1 line 36 7 

should read Medicaid rather than Medicare.  Al Milspaugh moved to approve the minutes as 8 

amended, with a second by Krista Davis.  The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 9 

3. Approval of the Agenda: Paul Stang introduced tonight’s agenda.  He said that he would 10 

like to add one information item, on Solarize Alaska to New Business as item D.  Al 11 

Milspaugh, with Susan Share second, moved to approve the agenda as amended.  The 12 

agenda, as amended, was passed by unanimous consent. 13 

4. Informational Reports 14 

A. Reports From Public Servants and Elected Officials 15 

a. State Representative Andy Josephson-: Andy discussed the many issues that are 16 

taking up his time.  They vary from participation in the Alaska Public Interest Group 17 

forum on the sale of BP to Hillcorp, listening to oral arguments on several state 18 

lawsuits, a meeting on the USFS draft Roadless Rule, a PFD working meeting 19 

discussing future scenarios, a PWSRAC meeting on DEC’s potential regulation changes 20 

on oil spill response, meetings with Anchorage Muni on Homeless problem, and 21 

meeting on the status of the Alaska Mental trust.  He brought all these up to make the 22 

point that this gives little time for himself or other legislators to work on and move 23 

legislative passions through the State legislative process.   24 

  Marguerite Iverson asked the cost of the Union Lawsuit on public employees.  25 

Andy said that he did not currently have that information but would get information on 26 

what the lawsuit is costing and how it is progressing.  27 

b. State Representative Ivy Spohnholz-:   Ivy said that a budget shortfall for next year is 28 

evident.   She said that the Administration is asking for an unprecedented increase in 29 

Medicaid funding.  They are asking for a $150 million supplement as they have not got 30 

the savings they had anticipated.  Ivy next discussed the Health Care reform bill with 31 

the price transparency portion implemented in January.  The next phase will be 32 

developing an all care claims database where health care providers enter cost by health 33 

care type into an accessible database.  Ivy next discussed the town hall meeting she held 34 

with Bill Wielechowski. Topics were PFD status, University of Alaska changes, public 35 

safety, legislative lawsuits, forward funding public education,   36 

 Al Milspaugh noted that Ivy was to hold her monthly constituent coffee at the 37 

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church this Sunday from 10am till 11:30 am.  Marguerite 38 

Iverson wanted to know if some of the Sterling Road funding could be shifted to cover 39 

some of the Alaska Marine Highway budget shortfall.  Ivy explained that this cannot be 40 

done as the funds come from different sources and the Sterling Highway reconstruction 41 

funds are a 90 percent federal funding so couldn’t be moved over to the Alaska Marine 42 

Highway funding stream.   43 

c. Senator Elvi Grey Jackson:-  Elvi read her written report (attachment 1). Elvi also 44 
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described the Ambler Road development funding would come from Alaska Industrial 45 

Development and Export Authority (AIDEA).  The Authority would fund the 46 

construction of the road and would be reimbursed from toll levied on users of the road, 47 

similar to the Red Dog Mine example.   Discussion also included that the road 48 

easement is included in ANILCA, and that there is some support from Native Entities, 49 

particularly NANA, but local communities are less supportive due to concerns over 50 

potential subsistence impacts. 51 

d. Sonja Kawasaki for Senator Bill Wielechowski:- Sonja reported that Bill feels the 52 

PFD issues will not come up in special session before the next regular session.  She also 53 

reported on a letter to the Governor requesting a legal opinion on the Attorney General 54 

not defending the Alaska Hire Law.  Bill also requested an opinion on the Attorney 55 

General decision allowing Public Attorneys to defend administrative officials on ethics 56 

complaints, rather that private council.  Sonja also discussed the lawsuits pertaining to 57 

the Pioneer Home rate increase and the collection of State Union dues. Al Milspaugh 58 

had a question about whether the losing party to these State court cases would be 59 

subject to paying court costs.  The answer appeared to be yes.  60 

e. Assembly Chair Felix Rivera:- Felix discussed an Assembly Resolution relating to the 61 

Alaska Coastal Infrastructure bill.  This bill pertains to developing a broad coalition to 62 

enhance Coastal Infrastructures, which would include the Port of Alaska.  Felix also 63 

discussed the change in studded tire changeover date from September 15th to October 64 

1st.  This new rule will be enforced by the Anchorage Parking Authority.  He also 65 

discussed the process for developing the 2020 Budget.  There will be 4 work sessions 66 

and 2 public hearings. The assembly is also dealing with streamlining the crime 67 

reporting process.  Also the Anchorage Transit Authority is reexamining the possibility 68 

of bringing back some of the old routes that were eliminated in the previous bus route 69 

consolidation efforts. This after considerable public feedback.  Finally, Felix reported 70 

that more data needs to be collected before a special needs crossing at the intersection 71 

of Folker Street and 42nd Avenue can be constructed.  72 

f. Assembly Member Pete Peterson:- Pete introduced several topics.  He said the Muni 73 

received a $25 million grant for work on the Port of Anchorage.  He also said that a 74 

resolution to rescind the plastic bag ordinance failed, but one that exempted restaurants 75 

from the ban was passed.  He also mentioned that Josh Durrand, long time Anchorage 76 

resident and graduate from Service High was selected as the new Parks and Recreation 77 

Director.   78 

g. Assembly Member Forest Dunbar:- Forrest said that the Assembly voted to approve 79 

the MLP/Enstar transaction last week.  The $997 million purchase will include a $36 80 

million pool to fund cost legacy to MLP users.  This also provides $15 million to a new 81 

substance abuse treatment center, most likely at the old Cliffrow treatment center site.   82 

Most of the funds will go into a Municipal Trust, with earnings helping to fund yearly 83 

budgets.  He also mentioned that he and Austin Quinn Davidson sponsored a resolution 84 

that would designate specific parking spaces at Anchorage public parking facilities for 85 

use by Purple Heart Recipients.  Paul Stang had a question about how the expanded 86 

Ernie Turner Center fit into the Anchorage proposal to build new substance abuse 87 

treatment facilities.     88 

h. Assembly Member Meg Zeletel:- Meg Zeletal talked about a “boondoggle” public 89 

works project that is being developed by AK DOT at Scooter Road and the New Seward 90 
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Highway.  The project deals with developing a Scooter Road underpass as part of the 91 

broader New Seward Highway reconstruction south of Diamond Road.  The 92 

reconstruction project is a multi-million project primarily funded with Federal Highway 93 

fund dollars.  The muni part would be to provide $4 million for right of way acquisition 94 

needed to connect Scooter Road to the road infrastructure east of Seward Highway.  95 

Meg pointed out that this would lead to an additional $25 million project needed for 96 

upgraded road to Abbot Road, and problematically would greatly increase traffic 97 

through residential areas.  She also said the project need was based on increased traffic 98 

use patterns projected from decades ago, but which have in fact been significantly 99 

decreased, so as to make the project superfluous.   Meg also talked about changing the 100 

candidate voting process to ranked voting if after three votes can’t get to majority.  She 101 

also mentioned that the rehabilitation of the sand beach at Goose Lake will be added to 102 

the CIP list.  Ivy Sponholz had question about what that project is.  The reply was that 103 

the current beach consists of mostly gravels, with patches of grass growing in some 104 

areas.  The project would consist of rehabbing this situation with end result of beach 105 

with suitable sand.  Susan Share noted that this project is needed, but that a updated 106 

master plan for the Goose Lake Park should be a priority.  107 

i. University of Alaska Anchorage Representative Ryan Buchholdt:- Ryan thanked the 108 

State Representative and Senators for hosting the town hall meetings on the way 109 

forward for the University of Alaska Anchorage.  He also said that on November 7th  a 110 

workshop dealing with the roles and responsibilities of the Chancellor and the Regents 111 

would be held.  He also said that the UAA master plan will be updated with 112 

incorporation of new designs with emphasis on being more community based.     113 

B. Reports from UACC Committees/Ad Hoc Chair Persons 114 

a. Safety-Al Milspaugh:-  Al provide the following safety briefing: 115 

 Do you have young ones, elderly folks, and even middle aged people like you in  your 116 

home? Do yourself a favor and look around your home for sharp edges on items like a 117 

coffee table, remember when you hit it with your knee? If found round them off with a 118 

saw or file.  119 

 Have those toys picked up after use. Items on a stairway are a leading cause for falls. 120 

Teach young ones that stoves, irons, and fire places are always hot by exposing them to 121 

heated items under your supervision. 122 

b. Parks-Barbara Garner-: Barbara reported on Folker Park progress.  She indicated 123 

that the new lights would be installed as soon as the ground had frozen enough to 124 

allow access.  She also said that she couldn’t get any response from the Muni on 125 

removing the Spruce bark beetle killed trees in the park.  Ryan Buchhodlt said that he 126 

could help in following through with this.  Barbara also indicated that she has made no 127 

progress in getting a special needs crossing designated at 42nd and Folker and implored 128 

Felix and Pete to help with this relatively straight forward project, which is a safely 129 

concern that needs addressing.  Finally, she indicated that the University Lake Park  130 

bond improvements will be starting next year.  131 

c. UACC FCC Representative: Al Milspaugh.  Al reported on these FCC activities:  132 

APD Chief Doll talked about the direction that APD is going. A reminder that each 133 

community council is authorized to spend $75.00 each year for their outreach. Lastly, 134 

the MOA has a “City View Portal” site at http://www.muni.org/CityViewPortal/  135 

On this site you can view the Planning Department, Licensing Department, Property 136 

http://www.muni.org/CityViewPortal/
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Information, and the Ombudsman. Also, you can look up projects by community 137 

councils, and much more.  138 

  139 

5. Old Business- None  140 

   141 

6. New Business and Public Comment 142 

A. UACC Resolution 2019-04 from Coalition to Protect Our Public Spaces-see 3 143 

attachments-Cherie Northon and Thom Eley, POPS Coalition 144 

  Cherie introduced the resolution which addresses the situation of homelessness and 145 

attendant encampments and the problems that they create in Anchorage’s public spaces.  146 

She said that frequently they are near public schools which create a large safety concern.  147 

She said that while the city is collecting data but there has been very little feedback of 148 

information to the public.  Cherie acknowledged that homelessness is a large problem in 149 

Anchorage and a long term solution includes finding long term housing for the homeless.  150 

But she indicated people are very frustrated with the problems that occur with allowing 151 

homeless to camp in public spaces.  She said the trash and squalor associated with the 152 

camps is extensive and used examples of such camps along Campbell Creek.  She also said 153 

that people had major safety concerns and don’t feel safe recreating in many park and trails 154 

due to the large number of homeless encampments.  Fire hazards from campfires in 155 

homeless camps now pose a major threat to life and property adjacent to public parks.  She 156 

also feels while the city collects data on people who are camped out, the public doesn’t 157 

know how many people are out there and who these people are.  158 

  Al Milspaugh mentioned that this resolution is being presented to all the community 159 

councils, not just the UACC.  Barbara Garner commented that policy by the Anchorage 160 

Rescue Mission and the Brother Francis Shelter have a 1 month stay policy, which may 161 

exacerbate the situation.  It was also brought up that the city has stopped abating camps 162 

and so encampments are again proliferating.  It was also mentioned that the abatement 163 

process is very ineffective, as camps just move down the trail, and often come back to the 164 

same area after a month or two.  It was noted that most people would not choose to live out 165 

in the woods if other alternatives were available.  Marguerite Iverson asked a question 166 

about what the Anchorage Homeless Coordinator was doing about the situation.  Susan 167 

Share had a question about whose responsibility encampments on UAA/APU properties 168 

are the schools or the municipality?  Ryan Buchholdt had concern with the “whack a mole” 169 

approach that is occurring with the Muni and school property.  Also, on private property 170 

police can get the people to move out, but the landowner is responsible for the cleanup 171 

effort and costs.  Meg Zeletal said that the resolution items referenced in points 2,3, and 4 172 

are already addressed by the municipality.  This harkens back to the point that the public is 173 

not receiving adequate feedback.  174 

  After these discussions Susan Share with Barbara Garner seconding moved that the 175 

UACC should approve the Resolution 2019-04.  Discussion on the Resolution then 176 

occurred.  Ivy Sponholz offered that the information collected needs be in an open and 177 

transparent process but needs to protect the privacy right of individuals.  Pete Peterson 178 

noted that desired information may not be able to be collected due to these privacy 179 

concerns.  He also indicated some solutions, such as a tent city may not be acceptable 180 

because people may not want the “solution” in their neighborhood.  He also said that the 181 

budget allows for four more Park Rangers which may help with the situation.  Meg Zeletal 182 



 Draft 

 

5 

 

noted that the Muni can address the fire situation by emergency order due to the fire 183 

hazard.  Forest Dunbar commented that the “whack a mole” abatement process is a major 184 

problem.  He was disappointed that the public voted down the recent proposal to revise the 185 

alcohol tax that would have provided significant budget resources to address the homeless 186 

problem.  He also noted that there was a large myth about homeless people wanting to be 187 

out in the woods rather than in stable housing.  He said that survey responses indicated that 188 

people never wanted to stay out in the camps.  189 

  After these discussions the resolution was amended to reflect Ivy Sponholz comments 190 

about transparency by adding the following statement to the end of  Item 5 on page 3: “d) 191 

information or data collected should be made available to public in a transparent format 192 

while respecting the privacy of the individuals from whom the data was collected”.   Susan 193 

Share and Barbara Garner agreed to this as a friendly amendment.  President Paul Stang 194 

called for a vote.  Resolution 2019-04, as amended, was approved by a vote of  195 

12 for     1 against     3 abstentions 196 

B. Update on Recent Actions taken by the UACC Executive Board:- Paul Stang  197 

  Paul described the actions taken by the Executive Board on three Municipal Case 198 

requests, Municipal Case Number 3019-0145, 2019-0145, and S12514.  These cases 199 

required comment by UACC before this November 6th meeting, thus requiring Executive 200 

Board comment.  The provided attachments describe the UACC Board response.  There 201 

were no questions about the UACC Board response by the UACC members.    202 

C. Solarize Alaska:-Leon Jaimes 203 

  Paul and Leon handed out the three flyers on the program.  Leon said that they need 204 

to get 50 contact homes that are interested in the Solarize Alaska program.  The UACC 205 

also needs to designate two individual that are interested on serving on a steering 206 

committee.  We need to make these available by November 20 to meet the /December 1 207 

deadline.  Signing up is not a commitment.  If the program goes forward, contracts would 208 

be signed in spring with construction in summer 2020.   Leon said he has a sign-up sheet at 209 

the back of the room for those who are interested in the Solarize program. Paul Stang noted 210 

that solar panel installation as a payback of about 10 year on average and that getting into a 211 

community council area program allows picking the “best” installer.  Leon noted that the 212 

Federal subsidy program ends after 2021.   If interested please provide email contact 213 

information so that Leon can coordinate with you.  214 

D. Open Forum and Public Comments 215 

 Due to time considerations this topic was tabled. 216 

Adjournment: Al Milspaugh, with Krista Davis seconding, moved to adjourn the meeting.  The 217 

meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:00 pm. Our next UACC meeting will be held 218 

on December 4, 2019. 219 

 220 

 221 

 222 

_________________________  223 

Paul R. Stang, UACC President   224 
  225 
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Attachment 1 226 

 227 

University Community Council – Senator Gray-Jackson’s Report 228 

November 6, 2019 229 

 230 

• Senator Josh Revak was sworn in by Lt. Governor Kevin Meyer on Saturday, November 231 

2nd at the Legislative Information Office here in Anchorage. Senator Revak was in the 232 

House last year and was nominated to fill the seat vacated by the death of Senator Chris 233 

Birch. 234 

o During last session, my Caucus worked well with the Senate Majority, and I look 235 

forward to continuing this working relationship with Senator Revak. 236 

 237 

• Alaska Hire- the State Attorney General has refused to defend the Alaska Hire Law, which 238 

requires private contractors working on state-funded projects to hire qualified Alaskans as 239 

a percentage of their workers. The Law has broad bipartisan support over its 33-year history 240 

and has not been ruled unconstitutional by a judge.  Therefore, it’s unfortunate that the 241 

State Attorney General does not defend the law. 242 

o Alaska currently has one of the highest rates of unemployment in the nation and 243 

there is a great deal of demand for developing our infrastructure, so we should look 244 

for ways to hire more Alaskans, not less. 245 

 246 

• Lastly, before I head back to Juneau for the Start of Session, I will be hosting a constituent 247 

coffee meeting in early December. More details will be announced in my next e-news and 248 

on my Senate Facebook page.  249 

 250 

I hope you are enjoying my monthly E-newsletter.  If you’re not receiving them, please send your 251 

email address to my staff at Keith.Bauguess@akleg.gov. 252 

 253 

  254 

mailto:Keith.Bauguess@akleg.gov
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Attachment 2- Muni Cases No. 2018-0143; 2019-045; and S12514 (3 pages) 255 

 256 

Document 1 257 

 258 

From: paul stang <paulrstang@gmail.com> 259 

Subject: Muni Case No. 2019-0143 - Text Amendments to Title 21 to allow for alternative 260 

landscape design, encourage retention of existing cottonwood tress, promote design 261 

flexibility, minimize land disturbance, and extend the allowed planting season 262 

Date: November 3, 2019 at 12:18:29 PM AKST 263 

To: kimmel Corliss <CorlissKimmel@AnchorageAK.gov> 264 

Cc: Al Milspaugh <Prideplace@aol.com>, Steve Zemke <KateSteve@gci.net>, Barbara Garner 265 

<bebg42@me.com>, Joanna Nardini <jnardini@gci.net>, Krista Scott 266 

<kleigh.scott@gmail.com> 267 

 268 

Hello Corliss, 269 

 270 

The UACC has no objection to the three amendments dscribed in this case. 271 

 272 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 273 

 274 

Paul Stang 275 

President, UACC 276 

 277 

Document 2 278 

From: paul stang <paulrstang@gmail.com> 279 

Subject: UACC Comments on Muni Case No. 2019-0145 - Variance to allow a 10' high 280 

Fence around Power Substation #8 at 2801 Career Center Dr. 281 

Date: October 29, 2019 at 6:51:29 PM AKDT 282 

To: Collin Hodges <HodgesCP@muni.org> 283 

Cc: "Michelle J McNulty, AICP" <MMcNulty@Dowl.com>, Al Milspaugh 284 

<Prideplace@aol.com>, Steve Zemke <KateSteve@gci.net>, Barbara Garner 285 

<bebg42@me.com>, Joanna Nardini <jnardini@gci.net>, Krista Scott 286 

<kleigh.scott@gmail.com>, Jacob Gondek <JacobGondek@gmail.com> 287 

 288 

The University Area Community Council has no objection to this height variance to further 289 

protect Power Substation #8 290 

 291 

The UACC appreciates the opportunity to comment. 292 

 293 

Thank you 294 

 295 

Paul Stang, 296 

President, UACC 297 
 298 
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 299 

 300 

 301 

Document 3 302 

From: paul stang <paulrstang@gmail.com> 303 

Subject: Muni Case No. S12514 (Rezone of Ernie Turner Center site) 304 

Date: November 3, 2019 at 11:33:56 AM AKST 305 

To: Corliss Kimmel <CorlissKimmel@AnchorageAK.gov> 306 

Cc: Al Milspaugh <Prideplace@aol.com>, Steve Zemke <KateSteve@gci.net>, Barbara Garner 307 

<bebg42@me.com>, Joanna Nardini <jnardini@gci.net>, Krista Scott 308 

<kleigh.scott@gmail.com>, Jacob Gondek <JacobGondek@gmail.com> 309 

 310 

Hi Corliss,  311 

 312 

These are an update of the UACC comments that we sent you on 9/27/19. The bold red text 313 

shows the updates. Otherwise, our comments of 9/27/19 stand. 314 

These are the comments of the University Area Community Council (UACC) on Muni 315 

Planning Case No. S12514. The petitioner, Southcentral Foundation, 316 

desires to combine preexisting tracts G4-1, G5 and G6 into a new tract, 317 

G5-1 at the NW corner of Tudor Rd and Elmore Rd.  318 

The petitioner made a presentation to the UACC on September 4, 2019 and 319 

appeared again on October 2, 2019 to provide more information. 320 

Based on the new information we have, the UACC has the following modified requests:  321 

That a 2nd access/egress not be made onto Tudor Rd. We still feel that use of this 322 

existing Entrance/Exit is not necessary given the other three 323 

entrances/exits in the 10/1/19 Site Concept. Furthermore, mid-block 324 

entrance/exit onto Tudor is clearly a traffic hazard for those traveling 325 

on Tudor Rd, which already suffers frequent auto and bicycle 326 

accidents. If, despite our request, the Muni approves this driveway to 327 

Tudor Rd, we urge it to be an Exit only laid out to the highest level 328 

of Safety.The UACC now understands that an exit to the north onto 329 

Enstar property is not an option and also has withdrawn our 330 

objection to the entrance/exit to the NW as now presented on 331 

Southcentral Foundation’s 10/1/19 Site Concept. Overall, the UACC 332 

thinks that locating the Detox facility along Ambassador Dr. would 333 

have been a far better idea.  334 

That the Southcentral Foundation request the Muni to provide a waiver for a substantial 335 

reduction in the required number of parking spots with the strong support 336 

of the UACC. Anchorage is a Live. Work. Play. community and the 337 

Muni’s parking space requirements promote increased automobile 338 

transportation and negative incentives to bike or walk to office and other 339 
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commercial buildings. 340 

That, similarly, this new facility include residences on the top floor to promote Live. 341 

Work. Play. 342 

 343 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  344 

 345 

Paul Stang, 346 

President, UACC 347 

  348 

 349 
 350 

 351 
 352 

 353 

 354 


