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UACC MEETING MINUTES 1 
May 1, 2019  2 

 3 

These minutes consist of three files, the below May ’19 minutes, 4 
Attachment 1 (Notes from Sen. Elvie Grey-Jackson) and Attachment 5 
2 (a letter from Robin Ward on Tudor/Elmore Development) 6 

 7 

1. Opening and Welcome and Introductions - The meeting was called to order by President 8 
Paul Stang at 7:02 pm. - There were 27 persons present at the start of the meeting with 17 9 
members and 8 visitors signed in.  The President asked each individual to state their name 10 
and location or business. 11 

2. Approval of Prior Months Minutes:  Marguerite Iverson requested that the minutes be 12 
amended to reflect her comments about Marilyn Stewart’s 4/3/2019 budget presentation on 13 
the PFD.  She stated that there are no residency requirements for receiving PFD for the years 14 
where the PFD was reduced.  To address this issue the following will be added to the Minutes 15 
page 3 line 36 “Marguerite Iverson asked what the residency requirements would be if the 16 
Governors proposed payout of amount that was reduced from the permanent fund payments 17 
in 2016 through 2018 were to be passed in the budget. The answer was one had to meet the 18 
same residency requirements during the 2016-2018 that they received their original reduced 19 
Permanent Fund dividend.”   Susan Klein moved to approve the April 3, 2019, with the 20 
amended language by Marguerite Iverson.  It was seconded and the Minutes as amended 21 
were approved by unanimous consent. 22 

3. Approval of the Agenda: Paul Stang introduced tonight’s agenda.  He said that he would 23 
like to add two items, 1) UACC Resolution 2019-0? Support of Traffic Calming Speed 24 
Survey, East 42nd Avenue to the end of the agenda and 2) University Lake Drive Extension.  25 
Mary Lu Harle, with Mary Ann Higgens second, moved to approve the agenda as amended.  26 
The agenda, as amended, was passed by unanimous consent. 27 

4. Informational Reports 28 
A. Reports From Public Servants and Elected Officials 29 

a. Assembly Member Pete Peterson-: Pete introduced several topics that would be 30 
before the Assembly at their next meeting. First was an ordinance that would limit cell 31 
phone use in school zones and second is a proposal for trapping prohibitions along 32 
popular trails in the municipal area. He also said that people mover bus route 33 
modifications would be discussed in a meeting on 5/9 at city hall.  He discussed stamp 34 
out hunger initiatives with a proposed food drive. He also indicated summertime 35 
homeless camp abatement teams are out and will be running through the summer.  He 36 
said a committee that is looking into potential on site marijuana consumption. He also 37 
mentioned the public place smoking/vaping prohibition that was adopted.   38 

b. Assembly Member Forest Dunbar-: Forrest mentioned that he is the chair of the 39 
Public Safety Committee.  It is held on the first Wednesday of the month. He also 40 
discussed the re-purposing of the old police facilities into a evidence storage area.  He 41 



DRAFT 

also mentioned that the change in taxi ordinances failed and the current taxi regulations 42 
remain in place.     43 

c. Assembly Chair Felix Rivera -:  Felix mentioned several upcoming Assembly 44 
meetings; 1). May 7th meeting to discuss on site consumption of marijuana edibles, 2) 45 
May 21th public testimony and vote on the edible issue, 3) May 17th work session to 46 
discuss the Capital Improvement List 4) May 3rd work session on the cell phone use in 47 
school zones.  Felix also described the Port of Alaska project with a 2 billion price tag 48 
and many lawsuits dealing with the past failures.   49 

d. Assembly Member Meg Zeletel- Meg Zeletal is the committee co-chair dealing with 50 
homeless issues.   She will be hosting work session on the third Wednesday of the 51 
month.  Meg mentioned she is also co-chair of the economic development committee.  52 
Mary Lu Hale had a question about all the muni meetings and work sessions and how 53 
she could keep track of them.  Meg said that the assembly public notices are available 54 
on the Assembly website at: 55 

http://www.muni.org/Departments/Assembly/Pages/default.aspx 56 
e. State Senator Bill Wielechowski-: Bill said that the Senate passed a budget bill with a 57 

vote of 19/1 that fully funded UAA, included the school debt reimbursement, fully 58 
funded the PFD, inflation proofed the PFD, put 12 billion  into the PFD corpus.  It also 59 
included the funds needed for Medicare matched from the Federal government.  This 60 
budget as written incurs a $1.2 billion deficit.  Bill said that bill that revamps the oil tax 61 
credit system, which could potentially address this deficit lost by a vote of 14/6.  Paul 62 
Stang had a question about Marilyn Stewart’s presentation about that the oil tax credits 63 
are zeroed out.  Bill said that there is still $1.2 billion in deferred revenue with the 64 
current oil tax credits.  Susan Klein asked whether the farm inspection program was 65 
included in the budget.  Bill said that it is in the house budget bill.   66 

f. State Representative Ivy Spohnholz-:   Ivy said the House passed a budget bill last 67 
month.  The House and Senate budget bills will go into a conference committee and 68 
where only differences will be discussed.  Then the consolidated budget will be voted 69 
on and passed on to the Governor for action.  Detailed crime bills are also coming 70 
before the House and she will have a read on them in the next couple of days.  She 71 
mentioned the regular session ends in the next 14 days, and the legislature still needs to 72 
pass a Capital budget to avoid a special session. 73 

g. State Senator Elvi Grey Jackson- Joanie Nardini read Elvi Grey Jackson’s report 74 
(Attachment 1) into the record as Elvi could not attend tonight’s meeting. 75 

B. Reports from UACC Committees/Ad Hoc Chair Persons 76 
a. Safety-Al Milspaugh:-  No Safety Committee report tonight.  77 
b. Parks-Barbara Garner-: Barbara said she would defer.  78 
c. UACC FCC Representative: Al Milspaugh.  No report this month.  79 
d. UACC President’s comments 80 

a. Paul mentioned the Elmore/Tudor development plan.  He handed out the letter from 81 
Robin Ward, Director of Real Estate Department that discusses the most current 82 
information on the Tudor/Elmore development (attachment 2). 83 

5. Old Business- None    84 
6. New Business and Public Comment 85 

A. Folker Park Improvements Construction-Update- Maeve Lavtar-Nevins, Senior 86 
Park Planner. 87 

http://www.muni.org/Departments/Assembly/Pages/default.aspx
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    Maeve said the MOA is in the final stages for construction drawings.  She said that tree 88 
removal has started and the park amenities will be removed next week to prepare the area 89 
for construction.   She said that the park will be closed for the entire summer for the 90 
construction to occur.  The next Folker Park work update to the UACC will be in the fall.  91 
She mentioned the Folker Park Advisory Committee is raising money for the musical 92 
instruments, with $3.4K additional needed to meet the $10K total cost.  Paul Stang 93 
reiterated that if one wants to donate the money it needs to go to the Anchorage Parks 94 
Foundation, but specifically earmarked for the Folker Park Musical Equipment.  Mary Lu 95 
Harle indicated that the Alake Button Box Band would donate $400 toward the equipment.  96 
Maeve said that the account would be closed on July 4th to purchase the equipment.  97 
B. Pebble Project Update-Mark Hamilton, VP External Affairs, Pebble Partnership-:  98 
  Mark described the detailed assessment process that is occurring at the Pebble 99 
Project.  He provided a handout on the project.  Mark says that we need to wait to get to the 100 
final EIS and the Army Corps of Engineers permitting process.  He said that an 101 
independent firm will develop the Final EIS, through a completely transparent process with 102 
7 Federal Agencies, 3 State Agencies, Native Corporations and the public providing input.  103 
He also indicated they do not feel the pubic comment process went too fast.  The comment 104 
period on the draft EIS went from the required 45 day to 90 days to give people adequate 105 
time to comment.  He iterated the benefits of the project with over 1000 high paying 106 
($100,000 /year) jobs with many that could go to local residents.  He said the area is 107 
economically depressed, with 4 schools closing due to lack of students as families move 108 
away from the area to find jobs, and the Pebble Project could economically stimulate the 109 
area.    110 
C. Potential Impacts of Pebble Mine on Bristol Bay-Sam Synder, Save Bristol Bay:  111 
  Sam said that the Pebble Project affects the viability of the Bristol Bay salmon, a 112 
global resource of 66 million salmon that supports 14,000 jobs within the region.  He said 113 
that the Pebble 404 permit process is being fast tracked with corners being cut to get it 114 
done.  He feels there are several major problems.  He said there is good data only on the 115 
directly affected area and they only looked at a short term potential impact from the 20 116 
year mine on the diminished input.  He feels that acid mine drainage from the mine will be 117 
a major continuing long term problem.  Also, the mine is not profitable on the small 118 
footprint (14% of the mineable deposit) and 20-year period, so he feels that it is inevitable 119 
that the mine owners will pursue the full extent of the mine which is not addressed.  The 120 
DEIS does not deal with the long term potential impacts of the proposed mine or the 121 
expanded mine and how to deal with them into perpetuity.  Sam also pointed out the DEIS 122 
does not cover the potential impacts of the ore transport across Lake Iliamna.  He also says 123 
that the lack of a financial report makes it uncertain whether Pebble has financial resources 124 
to do even the minimal mitigation. Mark Hamilton replied that the mine is economically 125 
feasible and will get the funding and that the tailings from the mine will be placed back in 126 
the pit and will be sealed after 20 years, so there should be no acid mine drainage. 127 

D. Discussion of and Q and A by Mark and Sam 128 
  Susan Share had a question to Mark Hamilton about whether Pebble will apply 129 
for a reservation of water rights for the mine.  Mark said that he doesn’t know about that.  130 
Mary Lu also asked how Pebble determined that 75% of the 1,000 high paying jobs created 131 
would go to Alaskans.  Mark had no reply.  Steve Rafuse had question about who will 132 
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determine whether water quality from the pit is not polluting downstream waters.  Mark 133 
said that Pebble is required to monitor the water quality and will not allow water to come 134 
within 50 feet of the top of the 500 foot high earthen dam, the tailings from the mine will 135 
be placed back in the pit and will be sealed after 20 years.  Mary Lu Harle also brought up 136 
points on the lack of analysis of the potential impacts from crossing Lake Iliamna and the 137 
lack of specificity of who will do the long term monitoring into perpetuity.    138 

E. 2020 Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) , UACC Board Nominations 139 
  Paul Stang introduced the 5 projects that are included in the UACC 140 
Anchorage 2020-Capital Improvement Program.   Paul said that keeping 42nd Avenue and 141 
Folker Park as priority 1 and 2 keeps the pressure on the Muni to complete these projects.  142 
He said that number 3 is the Campbell Airstrip road improvement, which is a new project 143 
that addresses the portion of road that is currently sub-standard and a safety hazard.  At 144 
number 4 is Folker St Upgrade Road Improvement District.  Barbara Garner said that this 145 
would be local residents 70% and Muni 30% split. The fifth priority would be full 146 
funding of the University Lake Community (NOT DOG) Park improvements that are 147 
contained in the Master Plan.  There was some discussion about how these projects fall 148 
out into the 3 categories under the Capital Improvement Program.  Susan Klein will 149 
divide them into their appropriate categories. Krista Scott with second by Barbara Garner 150 
moved to include the 5 projects as the UACC’s rank ordered nominations to the 151 
Anchorage 2020 Capital Improvement Program. Mary Lu Harle proposed that the Dale 152 
Street Pedestrian Crossing be added to the program list.  Barbara Garner and Karen 153 
Workman brought up the need for the project particularly with the increase in traffic from 154 
the UAA Sports Center.  Clare Hoffman with second by Mary Lu Harle moved to include 155 
the Dale Street pedestrian crossing as number 6 to the list.  The amended motion was 156 
approved by unanimous vote.     157 

F. Castle Heights Gardens/Volunteers Needed and University Lake Park Status 158 
Updates-Hannah Davis UA area resident 159 
  Hannah said that volunteers are needed for the Castle Heights Park to clean up 160 
and prep the beds for this year’s flower planting, plant the beds, weed the beds after 161 
planting, and then periodically water them.  Prepping the beds will occur from May 20th--162 
31st.  The first planting will occur during the first week of June. She indicated she also 163 
needed help in policing the illegal removal of pants as last year lost all of the planted 164 
yellow begonias to theft.  Hannah indicated she contacted the Parks department about 165 
University Lake Park status but received no updates.   She said it appears that the 166 
upcoming work includes the realignment of the trail to the south side of the Southwestern 167 
parking lot on Elmore Drive. 168 

G. UACC Resolution 2019-0? Support of Traffic Calming Speed Survey, East 42nd 169 
Avenue 170 
  Linda Whitney talked to municipal traffic engineers and drafted the resolution.  171 
She indicated there may be need for traffic calming when the new East 42nd Avenue 172 
upgrades are completed.  The motion was amended to replace the word pedestrian to non-173 
motorized users at the fourth “Whereas” to reflect that bicyclists and other non-motorized 174 
users in addition to pedestrians also occur on the Avenue.  Mary Lu Harle with second by 175 
Mary Wise moved to approve the amended resolution.  The Resolution was approved by 176 
vote of 18 for, 0 against, and 0 abstentions.   177 
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H. University Lake Drive Extension 178 
  Paul Stang presented a location and vicinity map for the University Lake Drive 179 
(ULD) road extension.   The map show the road extended in two phases, the first to the 180 
soccer field below the President’s House and the second phase up to University Drive near 181 
the Atwood Center.   Susan Klein moved that the University Lake Council support the fire 182 
and property access as presented in the vicinity map.  She also added the caveat that in this 183 
resolution the UACC does not support the extension of the ULD to the UMED Northern 184 
Access Elmore Road extension if it is ever built.  Leslie Tuovinen seconded the motion.  185 
The motion passed with vote of 12 for, 4 against, and 2 abstentions. 186 

I. Public Comments- None 187 
 188 

Adjournment: Al Milspaugh, with Steve Zemke seconding, moved to adjourn the meeting.  The 189 
meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:00 pm. Our next UACC meeting will be held 190 
on September 4, 2019. 191 
 192 
 193 
 194 
_________________________  195 
Paul R. Stang, UACC President   196 
 197 


