
RUSSIAN JACK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

6:30 PM, Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

At Wonder Park Elementary School 

 

Present: Fred McLeary, Kendra Kloster, Kathleen Plunkett, Joshua Spring, Tammy Hanson, Pete 

Peterson, Kathy & Bob Skaats, Ed Leach, Renea Miller, Greg Soule, Charles Boyle, Rayce 

Berger, Forrest Dunbar, James Smallwood, Bill Wielechowski, Nate Graham, Ivy Sponholz,  

Dan & Sherry Wright, Lisa & Frank McGuire, Geran Tarr, Sonia Lipke, Margo Bellamy,  

 

December is our Russian Jack annual Christmas potluck.  After gathering some great food, the 

meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm by Chair Ed Leach.   

 

1.  Legislative report 

Sen. Berta Gardner – no report 

Sen. Bill Wielechowski  - on Finance Committee next two years.  Governor’s budget due out 

Saturday with a meeting with the new OMB office soon.  1-2 billion dollar budget deficits in the 

general funds for the next decade.  Governor has promised to restore the full dividends and SB 

91 is still a hot topic.  Scofflaw is one of the big issues he is working on (getting traffic 

violations bills paid).  Questions -  Driving without lights is an issue.   Tax credits is a program 

with a large liability.  Session begins January 15.  

Sen. Tom Begich (Joshua Spring) – Senate Minority Leader now.  Josh plans to attend council 

meetings.  

Rep. Geran Tarr  - Public facility assessments will begin next week.  Working on food security 

issues and vulnerability.  Sexual assault issues – phase III of rape kit reform.  Stay in touch with 

your legislators.  Anchorage Music Co-op presents Under 21 Open mic at Mountain View library 

on the 1st Wednesdays 5-7 pm from October  - April 2019.  Bring any genre of music, poetry, 

comedy, or whatever you’ve got.  Sign up list at the location.  Best beginnings gets books into 

the hands of young people.   

Rep. Ivy Spohnholz  - Organizational structure still getting figured out.  Looking at checks and 

balances in the new administration.  Next level of price transparency in health care, requiring 

Alaska insurance companies to cover telemedicine, addiction treatment, mental health issues.  

Questions – Do you have staff (based on if minority or majority) – preparing for both 

contingencies, 80% in health care - has to do with health care costs for specialists billing.  Rates 

haven’t gone up, but useage has for specialists.   

Rep. Andy Josephson (Tristan Walsh)- no report 

 

2.  Assembly report 

Pete Petersen -  Remodeling facility for short and long term rehab for alcohol/drug addictions.  

(Out of alcohol taxes).  Improved increase in solid waste services (5-6% increase).  RCA has to 

do their process and may take about a month.  They have lawyers that specifically review those 

things and others very closely.  Majority of our water and sewer pipes are 40 years or older.   

Water is OK to drink.    

Forrest Dunbar – Passed a balanced budget on November 20, avoid the closure of the Russian 

Jack greenhouse, experienced an earthquake and declared a disaster.  Individual Disaster 

assistance at ready.alaska.gov offers $17,000 now and more if the Federal Government approves 

855-445-7131 is the phone number and information is available on the MOA web site.  Funds for 

emergency personnel is coming from emergency funds and hope is to get reimbursed from 

FEMA.  MLP sale approved 10 – 0 on December 4.  Alcohol tax is not currently a factor in 



Anchorage.  This will be a dedicated fund to help homeless services, homeless camp abatement, 

drug and alcohol treatment and public safety. 

There was some additional discussion about some of the effects of the earthquake – ceiling tiles 

falling and fire suppression systems being set off that created extra costs due to water damage.  

CIRI and Anchorage Daily News facilities had quite a bit of damage and gray water issues.    

 

3.  School board report – Alisha Hilde  (hilde_alisha@asdk12.org) – no report 

 

4.  Principal report – Tammy Hanson – 1/3 of the students were here during the earthquake – 

parents picked up kids – the school had some ceiling tiles fall, mostly in the hallways, no leaks, 

no major damage.  Still collecting box tops and send in twice per year. 

 

5.  FCC report - James Smallwood – 3 students arrested and charged with terrorist attacks.  

School board budget will be out soon.  Fire chief introduced herself and would like to invite her 

to our meeting. Community councils having their own Next Door app 

 

Margo Bellamy introduced herself.  She is running for the school board and trying to attend 

every council.  Great schools equals great communities.  For more information see her web page 

at:   greatschools@margobellamy.com 

 

MOA – Greg Soule gave us a Reka Drive Project information update.  The project will be 

updating the storm drains, new sidewalks and lighting on Reka Drive from Pine Street to 

Bragaw.  Project was shelved due to the discovery of very old storm drains.  The project is going 

out to bid this summer and is expected to begin June 2020.  They will put in the new sidewalks 

and new lighting simultaneously.  Questions – Community council members expressed a 

preference to keep the trees as much as possible and possibly make the road narrower.  Creating 

a choke point can be done to slow traffic.   They have an arborist on staff that will help make 

assessments on retaining trees.    

 

Kendra Kloster provided a treasurer report that we currently have a balance $2516.83 with the 

main budget item our annual picnic.  We’ve been spending very little of that by partnering with 

various community entities.  Kendra would like to build up the account so that if there are other 

community-oriented projects we are interested in, we could more readily take them up.  Fred has 

mentioned emergency preparedness kits as one idea.  If there is any interest in helping build up 

our account, contact Kendra.   She will coordinate a meeting to discuss ideas.   

 

7.  2018 Officer Elections were held with the following results 

President – Ed Leach 

Vice-President – Fred McLeary 

Treasurer – Kendra Kloster –  

Trustee – Kathleen Plunkett 

Secretary – Sherry Wright 

FCC Delegate – James Smallwood 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by:  Sherry Wright 

 

mailto:hilde_alisha@asdk12.org
mailto:greatschools@margobellamy.com

