
Birchwood Community Council 
P.O. Box 670984  Chugiak, AK 99567-0984 

birchwoodcouncil@gmail.com 

2018-2019 board: Debbie Ossiander, Chair & CERAB rep; Gretchen Wehmhoff, Vice Chair; Tony 

Vita, Road Board; Lexi Hill, Secretary & Parks and Rec rep; Matt Cruickshank, Secretary for 

Publicity; Patty Friend, Member at large 

Minutes 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 7-9 PM 

Beach Lake Chalet, 17611 S Birchwood Loop Rd 

Agenda subject to modification to allow input/action on issues that did not make this notice 

1. Call to Order 7.05 

2. Approval of November 2018 Minutes (approved) 

3. Announcements 

 a) Chugiak Council is trying to pull together a group of volunteers to help folks with 

significant quake damage. We would also like to (quickly) develop a list of resources for folks, such 

as a list of places that test well water, how to apply for financial help. If you have information like 

this that you think would be helpful for others, please send it to birchwoodcouncil@gmail.com. Use 

subject line earthquake resources.  We’ll compile a list and send it out shortly after the meeting. 

Debbie notes that the big news from Chugiak is that they are considering asking that we should 

come under the same building codes as the rest of the area. She thinks this will be controversial. 

 

b. Jeff Hartley would like to invite a police lieutenant to the next meeting to talk about community 

policing.  The person with multiple break-ins and vehicle thefts has a new different stolen vehicle 

Black pickup.  Also the postal inspector would like to come to the Jan meeting. 

 

c. Debbie notes that with Nancy Dahlstrom taking a job in the administration, the Republican party 

is sending a list to the governor of potential replacements: Craig Christenson Sharon Jackson 

Clayton Trotter.   

 

Open assembly seats: Applicants are Oliver Scheiss, Gretchen, Nick Miller, Blake Merrifield, Bill 

Starr for appointment to the open seat until April. There will be a campaign for the April election, 

filing is in February. 

4. Reports 

a) FCC Report:  Matt Cruickshank no report 

b) CBERRRSA Road Board Report Gretchen: they may not meet in in December. 

c) Parks and Recreation Report: http://www.muni.org/Departments/ERparks/  No board 

meeting this month; we met with ERNSC to improve communications and planning around 

trail closures, maintenance and improvements.  BCC would like to see the Chalet parking lot 

open on weekends.  Suggestion is Friday AM to Monday PM. 

d) Chugiak Eagle River Advisory Board.  Lexi asks about the cemetery issue.  Debbie notes 

that they have no staff and no money. She suggested to the other councils pass resolutions 

asking HLB and Parks to review their lands.  

e) Treasurer’s report 

f) Tim Benningfield – CVFD:  Clifton Dalton is here tonight. CVFD had 25 responses on the 

earthquake Friday; 3 structure fires. Most calls were natural gas leaks, and several EMS. 54 

personnel were on duty, they staffed 4 engine companies, 3 paramedic,. 2 water tenders and 

1 heavy rescue. They are considering working out with Anchorage that in an emergency 

where travel is difficult, firefighters could report to the department where they are, instead 

of their home department. Debbie asks if they have a seat in the EOC in town; they do not, 
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and he thinks it is not an additional duty they want to take on. There is discussion of the 

challenges of managing if the bridges had gone down. 
There have been 892 responses thie year to date; he doesn’t think they’ll hit 1,000. 
Which is fine. Their call volume dropped when 3 individuals moved to Anchorage who 
were high callers. 
Please remember there’s a seat open on the April ballot for the board of supervisors. 

 

g) Birchwood Patrol Report – recent crime activity – Jeff Hartley (see announcements) 

5. Appearances: 

a) David Nees, on the Anchorage plastic bag ban; could not be here (traffic). Craig 

Christenson talks for him. David is starting a petition to reverse the bag ban. Call 907 522 

1118 or go to iwantabagbanvote.com   

6. Old Business 

a) AWWU water line update (postponed  to January) 

b)  AMATS ICM project list priorities: Debbie notes that the state has issued a report on 

various alternatives to alleviate crowding on the Glenn Highway. Right now the inbound 

Eagle River bridge is funded and will move forward, but that’s almost the only Glenn 

project.  As for the Artillery Rd interchange, there is money left in the old grant for 

downtown ER circulation study to fix the artillery road bridge. We will return to this topic 

in January. 

c) Nominations for treasurer: none at this time. 

 

7. New Business  

a) Earthquake recovery covered above. 

b) Chugiak Dog Mushers Association is very worried that some code enforcement 
folks in Anchorage may make kennel licenses difficult. We will take this up in 
January. 

 

8. Open Forum-floor opened to public, any issue 

9. Adjournment-8.24pm   

 


