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FEBRUARY 16, 2006 
MINUTES 

 
Introductions – The meeting opened at 7:06 p.m.  Introductions were made by all those 
in attendance. 
 
Legislative / Assembly Report - Les Gara called in to discuss news in Juneau.  He 
expressed that nothing has happened this month and there is not much interest in the 
Governor’s proposal of $93 million nor discussion of it.  He mentioned that they have not 
seen much discussion and there is some fear that the funding will be slipped in at the 
last minute. 
 
Gas Pipeline is on the table today and little progress has been made for an all-Alaskan 
line.  Many are testifying today.  A renewed interest on changing the oil tax structure has 
developed. 
 
A controversial discussion on the ethics bill has happened as well.   
 
There is discussion to give $500,000 to communities for making community 
improvement.  Stephanie Kesler mentioned that there would be definitely monies to 
spend on park improvement. 
 
Ms. Kesler asked Mr. Gara had the opportunity to review Bill HB0471A.  Les has not had 
the opportunity.  Ms. Kesler expressed concern that KABATA wants more power.  Les 
replied that the legislature likes the idea of authorities because of the low overhead.  Les 
asked if we could forward our concerns to him.  Nancy Dahlstrom wanted Mr. Gara and 
her to meet to discuss Bill HB0471A.  She is also concerned about KABATA’s motives.   
Bob French asked what Ms. Dahlstrom’s thoughts were on KABATA.  Ms. Dahlstorm 
has not heard anything as well.  She mentioned that there is similarities between 
KABATA and the Gas Pipeline Authority.  Neither has been able to provide 
documentation or backing to their numbers.  A resident asked what was the bill number 
for the oil tax.  Mr. Gara replied that a bill has not been introduced but that he has 
introduced HB466.  If anyone had specific questions regarding the gas bill to call his 
office number at 888-465-2647. 
 
Ms. Dahlstrom reminded residents that we need to make a list of priorities of how the 
monies could be spent. 
 
Catholic Social Service House Update – Linda McDevitt expressed that we took over 
the properties on Brown Street.  We took the duplexes and made them into livable units.  
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We are having some difficulty filling the 5 bedroom units.  In order to be in the units you 
must be homeless or have disability conditions.  We have two families currently in the 
units.  She has the residents how have are new families been doing in our community.  
Mavis Hancock mentioned she is a neighbor and has not noticed anything.  Ms. 
McDevitt reminded residents that we have grant monies to paint the exterior units.  This 
has been an expensive endeavor – more than anticipated. 
 
A resident asked, what is the disability that qualifies them to be in the units.  Ms. 
McDevitt replied that it is measured very broadly.  Folks can live up to 2 years in the 
home as long as they will be there short-term.  Ms. McDevitt mentioned that if any has 
concerns about the residents in the units or questions about the program to call her at 
297-7706. 
 
Traffic Calming Study – Jennifer Satterfield, Assistant Traffic Engineer of MOA and 
Lance Wilbur, Director of Traffic Enginnering introduced themselves to the residents.  
Ms. Satterfield expressed that they came here to today to discuss the traffic calming in 
our neighborhood.  In 2001, the Government Hill Community Council came up with a 
plan.  Over the years it has been tweeked a bit to better meet the community needs.  We 
would like the top 5 needs at the next council meeting.  We will be coming back in March 
to discuss the top priorities.  A resident mentioned that folks do not want to move 
forward because they are waiting for news on the bridge.  Lance Wilbur recommended 
that we should give our recommendations despite the hold on the bridge. 
 
A resident asked for some clarification on the raised intersection and concerned that we 
would create a bottleneck down Hollywood Drive. 
 
Ms. Kesler mentioned that we should also focus on how the changes would impact the 
Hollywood / Vista redevelopment project. 
  
Ms. Kesler expressed that she would like Janel Walton and Steve Pannone to attend the 
committee meeting for traffic calming as they are working on the neighborhood plan. 
 
Allen Tesche began by asked Jennifer what a variable speed is.  Jennifer expressed it is 
the mobile speed sign that we place in various areas. 
 
Ms. Kesler expressed to the MOA representatives that we will have something for you at 
the next council meeting. 
 
Assembly Report – Allen Tesche reminded residents that you can get the Tesche 
report via www.tesche.us.   Mr. Tesche reported that the assembly discussed the 
following topics:  Ballot Bonds - $100,000 Anchorage School District bonds for 
construction of schools, $4 million for parks, $12 million public safety, $2 million for the 
4th Avenue Theatre; Propositions – Parking Enforcement Plan, Sales Tax.  Other issues 
that will be coming up is the sign ordinance. 
 
A resident questioned why Assemblyman Dan Coffey could not prevent his sales tax 
from going forward.  Mr. Tesche expressed that the majority of the Assembly agreed 
with Mr. Coffey to put a hold on his sales tax proposal.  Assemblywoman Anna 
Fairclough changed her mind at the last minute and voted against delaying the tax date.  
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7-4 defeated and Assemblyman Dan Sullivan’s sales tax proposal was voted down.  
Also, the City has hired Larry Pursely to analyze the sales tax concept.   
 
Hollywood / Vista Update – Stephanie Kesler and Steve Gerlek are on the committee.  
They are currently reviewing proposals and should have a decision made within the 
month. 
 
Steward Hall Memorial Update - Kathleen King attended the MOA workshop regarding 
the challenge grant.  Mavis Hancock mentioned that the ballards can be received from 
the City.  Ms. Hancock is concerned that we should also put it on our $500,000 list.  The 
Sierra Club is working on a grant to improve the totem pole. 
 
Ms. Kesler expressed that we should look at the Stu Memorial on a larger scale.  A good 
example is the Iron Workers memorial at the end of Westchester Lagoon and it has low 
maintenance upkeep as well. 
 
Mike Adams of Chevron Alaska presented a donation of $1,000 for the Stu Memorial.   
The entire Council thanked Chevron for the donation.  Mr. Adams also challenged other 
port businesses to meet his donation as well. 
 
Ms. King would like to have a fund raiser for Stu’s Memorial.  She also would like to 
display the monuments at the fund raiser. 
 
Mr. Tesche mentioned the Birdsall small print of the cottage.  He thought that getting 
prints of this picture would be a good way to raise monies.  A resident mentioned that 
the stamp group owns rights to the print.  Overall the residents thought it was a good 
idea as well. 
 
Ms. Hancock mentioned that at the next meeting, we need to approve the park needs.  
Doe would like the list by February 20th.  Grant monies are due by April 3rd. 
 
Knik Arm Crossing Committee Report – Bob French reported that at the last meeting, 
we talked about the CSS workshop.  We suggested that the interchange happens 
behind the school on the military ground.  We felt that it would reduce the amount of 
traffic going thru the neighborhood.  Phase I would not impact any housing and Phase II 
would impact the military and Panaromic View housing. 
 
We received a letter via email yesterday from Edrie Vincent that the Anchorage access 
was not viable as it would impact the low income housing.  Ms. Kesler has replied to the 
letter that it should be included in the draft EIS.  Ms. Kesler mentioned that we have 
been trying to work with Anchorage Neighborhood Housing (ANH) but EIS had stated 
that they will handle it. 
 
Thomas Pease and Steve Pannone will call and meet with ANH to express that are not 
going behind their back but want to work with ANH.  Ms. Kesler thought it would be a 
good idea to contact them tomorrow. 
 
A resident asked Lance Wilbur about MOA’s opinion of the situation.  Mr. Wilbur stated 
that MOA was asked to look at the key issues regarding the environmental impact.  HDR 
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came to the AMATS committee meeting to give us an idea when the environmental 
study would come out – Spring 2006.  In the last 2 weeks it has been delayed 2-4 
weeks.  Mr. Wilbur expects that it will be out in May 2006.  MOA needs this document in 
order to put in the long range transportation plan.  If we do not receive it we can not put it 
in the final AMATS plan. 
 
KABATA is working on the traffic impact.  Mr. Wilbur is concerned that the environmental 
study will not be complete.  Mr. Wilbur expects the State Transportation Improvement 
Plan (STIP) tomorrow or Tuesday.   
 
A resident expressed concern that this is being fast-tracked and steps are possibly being 
skipped and reasonable alternatives are being ignored.   
 
Mr. French reminded residents that we have 60 days to respond to the draft EIS. 
 
Neighborhood Issues/Concerns 
 
Fred Hefler has passed away.  Ms. Kesler announced that she would like to dedicate 
March’s meeting to him. 
 
Lisa Murkowski’s house has a sold sign on it.  Possibly west-side duplex owners has 
bought the house. 
 
Stu Hall’s house has sold to a man whose father just purchased one of Stu’s vehicles. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 


